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.Thb general internet iaken by* the public in the prints ti 
of in my " History of Europe/* tod the impoj^csW 
information on the subject to eyejy $ne dasirefts of obtaining 
even an ordinary education, hatflsagg^ 

wood the idea of publial&iag an Abridgmtoiof itjfer. the Urn 
of Schools and yon% persona. An Author is in general the 
person of all Others least adapted for such a task, as he IsT 
unavoidably biassed by partialities contracted in the course of 
composition, from which a thir^J party is free. I have con- 
tented myself, therefore, with taking a general superintendence 
of this Abridgment. Great care has been taken to retain 
mention of all the material facts in the weak, but to dwell 


at length on such only as w< 
minds, to<^ impress the grea t 
cipleswhich it was’ the 
bis sanative. k Ctro®' 
all the prhwipal eVents, wh*0ji$ 
than upontbememor 
in which they succeeded 



to - interest youthful 
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advanced years. In a word, nothing has been omitted which 
could render the Epitome suitable for the purpose for wmch it 
■;| pw intended— that of combining historical information, on a 
period of unexampled interest and importance, with those still 
more valuable moral truths which may be deduced alike from 
the transactions of men and the works of nature. 
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I. State of France and Great Britain at i 
the Revolution. 


1. Tins Great Rebellion in England and the French Revolution 
have been regarded by many as occurrences almost parallel in 
character ; but on closer examination it will be found that, pos- 
sessing a few marked features in common, they wore strikingly 
different both in origin and results,. Their rcsernbian.ee to fach 
consisted in the overthrow of monarchy by the multitude, 
1 the execution d |B j|MM|pi[ng prince ; in the assumption of e 
erne power by^ M^y rulers, and the ultimate restoration 
nreditogy line vWR''' with these points the similitude ends* 
^K;^ n ^ 1 ? e h|v (f wars in England, extending over many years, 
laj^tweeai^hii^llg tod the principal gentry arrayed on the ope 
Side, and tiie cplp.ind the popular mass oh the jfl$ar ; whlieU' 
France none remained loy«i$Jfce the crown s#y© the Vomi tf 
peasantry: th* King, yieldu^witbout a Wraggl^, iptt bHrajpifc 
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h energy at first could tim easily averted ; t 
cl classes, to the Dumber of 70,000, fled during,:tMflaiiie from 
•jjfof countiy, and took refuge on foreign shores. In England, 
teligion yr$& the great lover by which 'the move- 

fiaent ,a£ted on the people ; 9 in. m 

the tempo^ty^|S^^on of ' 

was given the 

<Jte$Phe King, of Stcro^p^i M f^^pecesshry 
jeraelty'was indulged in by tii#, di ^ 3t|*la 
*‘J0ftitoftM^.took place eventually;, 4 &i$6kas w^property or the 
of the realmj^&b France the higher ranks were 
titnversifly treated with"||^' ‘&ost revolting barbarity, and every 
^ populace whs marked out as a 


one elevated above the M&frp populace whs marked out as a 
victim : the peaaant^spse .against their landlords, burned their 
houses, ^u<] plundered^tibeir property ;:and to these crimes the 
rural population of la. Vendee was the only and the honourable 
exception. The advantages of fortune and the distinctions of 
rank were fatal to their possessors, liberty and equality being 
the universal outcry of the revolutionary party — who on these 
grounds not only usurped the entire estates of the etagsh, and 
the great part of those of the nobles, but annihilated ^^fctfyate 
rights and privileges, and instituted an entirely nowc^(P&r the 
administration of justice. 


u o. Wo thus see, that these great Revolutions differed in many 
!jjpsfem^things than in what they agreed ; and wo must seek for &i. 
e ! ^j^faiatio® of these discrepancies not so much in any origin^ 
dbtfncifbns^ of national -character as in the widely different 
states of the two coiip^g at the commencement of thoso^dil* 
breaks, ^ must be alWod inSSSp' 

to their previous, history % 

dominion, very di%* 

rent’ cird^fa&e s tenilod ; .&^PaM the character of the Oauls 
and Briton* v * 
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. toties of #ppWwB,»ail hun 

tA tjnw^ic pover, Jlmtin* beefflme a 3 

almost as i 
; nov w|^ 

^tWqneat reanimated afresh 

from tWle^iat^rlnt^? Lta ‘ Jt " 
of ,TO Hop ii 

itl whic 
grade 

originally eh 
t y however, the 1 
| the community nnfo 

ai^god i^~ri — T «^r, . . 4 

tourney, and their slaVlS ^diip 

theln' as the middle class H “te»a^|g^Plomp!etely .swept a* 

5* At this era the Norman Oos^pst induced a new order of 
things: with an arbitrary despotism* m less oppress! ye than 
the Jtioman, property was reft from its owners, who were speed- 
ily degraded almost to the rank of the serfs who l^d formerly 
been n part of it. But the spirit of independence passed not away 
from the humbled Anglo-Saxons, and the most happy result 
were destined to arise from these occurrences ; for, fp 
iiitennifeiages with the Normans sprang the foreffttba 

y eomanry, whose prowess with the bow rendered them 
the most formidable troops in the wars of the Middle Age& ’ " 

6. It was thus that the ancient English spirit gradually rose itt 
the ascendant ; and tho mass of the people earns ult^gately 
possessed of even jaoro than their ancient privilege^ 

$tant use of arms taught them their own importaneerfi^i^'l 
^d the ancient institutions of the country came length to* 1 
of veneration, even to the d&^anf* of those who 3 ' 
^artumed them. In process ei^lme> 1 
$ed in M&gha Charta, and 
constitution. 

; 1 At a subsequent 

power amid the classes of fl t ^estroyod by tho uflMr 
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oftlbefe^^of York and Lancaster, as the almost extermination 
•$f nobility, and the constant changes of property 

item one hand to. another, tended greatly to augment the power 
'of the crown. This was exhibited, not only in the tyranny ©f 
the Tudor princes, but in the servility of their parliaments. But 
the balance was restored by the Reformation, throughout which 
;ibc religious zeal which in%tncd the people, and their natuual 
love of liberty, were more ms match for the loj^alty andtftjrv 
option of the gentry to their sovereign j aad although 
terminated in the overthrowof the throne for a season, the ten- 
dencies towards republicanism gradually related, and the result 
was the re-establishment of the constitution on a broader basis, 
and encircled with surer safeguards. 

8. So much for England ; let us now glance at Gaul, which 
was left in a state of even deeper degradation on the withdrawal 
of the Roman forces. There were only 500,000 freemen in the 
country when it was overrun by the barbarian Franks, into 
Whose hands, before the eleventh century, the whole property of 
the ’country had fallen. The original proprietors of the soil were 
never able to extricate themselves from the entanglements of the 
degradation into which they had fallen. Every great feudal lord 
exercised the prerogatives of a petty king ; and hi their endless 
sanguinary wars with each other they kept up that military 
Spirit, which looked with disdain on the peaceable avocations of 
commerce. A ehivalrie enthusiasm, no doubt, pervaded the 
higher classes ; but the serfs and burgesses were degraded to the 
verge of absolute slavery* A reaction at length took place itv 
the dreadful insurrection of the Jacquerie : the nobles were! 
hunted like wild beasts, and subjected to deaths of torture, and; 
their castles burned or thrown down. But the triumph 
brief: masses of half -armed and undisciplined men could nOf 
the shock of the feudal cavalry, and blood was shed III 
||§|fents* The French municipalities yielded almost without $ 
and in 1369 was erected that Bastille which was not 
the commencement of the era of which we are 
toeat ' . V* > , 1 ’ - 
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in France 


to IhmMkm, 


. 0* Situated in the centre of European civilisation, it waAim* 
possible that Franee, in the eighteenth century, should escape 
the general tendency towards free institutions. All classes^ 
except the privileged dues, were discontented ; and the univer* 
f^lity of-tm,' disaffection pro^the existence of grievances 
h^^ng^classes in the state. It is true that, in ©yery pros- 
pdisas, opulent, and advancing country, the higher ranks 
beconstanily exposed to collision with the incessantly increasing 
vigour of the lower orders, and, if without advantages to coun- 
teract the superior energy and Industry of their inferiors, must 
in general fall a prey to their ambition. But in France, borides 
the operation©! this general rule, and besides the various cheeks 
on the growth of const! tutmtwri liberty which were detailed in 
the last section, numerous peculiar causes had combined both to 
rouse the revolutionary feeling, and to facilitate the success of 
its outbreak. For a century and a half before thC Bevolutl^b, 
France had been undisturbed by civil war or foreign invasion^ 
wealth had accumulated in the lower orders during this long 
interval of peace and tranquillity ; while the military spirit ^ 
the nation had been developed to the utmost by continual 
with the European powers. The church, in the mean time, h%4 
experienced the fate of all attempts, in an advancing age, to 
fetter the human mind ; the growth of philosophic investigation 
had exposed the Corruption and absurdity of many of its doc- 
trines; and superstitious belief had been succeeded, from the 
natural tendency of the human mind to pass from ohe extreme 
,|j> another, by the irreligious scepticism of Voltaire, Diderot, 
mid their followers. v The unpopularity ©f the church was. further 
augmented by Ike unequal distribution of its revenues 
honours, (from which the clergy of plebeian birth ^ Were al 
who% excluded,) and by the luxury and dissipated lives^ 
high-born dignitaries : hence the superi&r ecclesiastics f 
$*e w\iim directed 'against. Ike e^riniiyojprivl%is| l f( 

;^racyC • All Uppointtaents m %d ffar, i 
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, or'^ife© army, were' monopolized by, a clam containing? 
3^000 individuals: the great body of the people wereabsoluiely 
Hence the industrious classes, and the raen*6f wealths 
jBm& talenty were unanimous in their hatred of the noh% ; and 
[$kf» arose the watchword of Liberty, and phrase 

>4l^wd in the English Rebellion. 7 V ^ * «&$•; * ^ 

^$,0, A still more practical grievance was the weight and iaequ^ 
Jl% of taxation. The tot$l reven\$fc amounted to M9,(jil5b,004pP 
*4hidc fc > (£18.V&0,000,) of which the taxes on articles ^^consumption 
fdfened 260,000,000. Bnt this immunise burden was unequally 
divided among the different provinces m „Mnd the intendants, who 
regulated these proportions, exorcised an arbitrary power, from 
which there was practically no appeal. The nobles and the clergy 
were exempt from the trnlh , and others of the more oppressive 
imposts ; white the cultivator was so heavilyiauloted, that only 
one-twelfth of the produce of an acre (instead of three-fourths, as 
in Engl- , mi) remained to him after payment of re*S’»nii taxes. 
The cultivators were consequently reduced to the lowest misery, 
»vl>ich was aggravated by the vexatious severity of the local 
burdens and service* due to their feudal superiors. The game- 
Taws, the «>, ‘fives, or forced requisitions for the repair of roads, &t\ ? 
and innumerable other imposts, for which wc cannot even find 
names in our language, weighed as dreadful grievances on the 
peasantry ; and the general non-residence of the landlords 
(exc< pi in la Vendee) completed the disunion between them 
and their rural dependants, 

11. Nor was the administration of justice free from censure : in 
many of the loe&l epurts it was even venal and infamous; ami! 
the independence of the provincial parliaments <ti<l net always 
exempt , their decisions from the suspicion of partiality. Yet 
|be courageous conduct of these bodies had presented 

that still remained of public liberty, by the contest which 
had maintained during half a century against tfafe ordi- 
r^ances of the crown. These edicts, for nearly two himdwsdt 
had usurped the authority of the law, and the, 

prerogative lmd*heoome virtually absolute* The ni 
*afe 



profligacy to Repai Orl^» liOniii XT,, 

was carried to an extedi iiidcoown since tlkk Itomm^nnpire : ike 
flavour of royal mistresses openly disposed of the highest appoint 
meats ; and suek was to dissolution of morals, that no less ton 
£20,000,000 el to -^ubiic debt had been contracted for' ex- 
penses too dis^«eM v t^h^ar the %bt This enormous national . 
4to> • iiwmyraii- ' hy the- crown without national authority, 
to above ^44,000,000, while the revenue 1 
presohled an fifeual deficit of above £7*000,000 !~*at*d th% ; fejr^ 
compelling. the King to summon the St&tes-General in older 
to avert national bankruptcy, proved the immediate cause of 
the Revolution. 1 

t8,*TJiespi*|l:Of innovation had been increasing through the 
Utter part of to eighteenth century, and the American war blew 
the embers into a flame. The enthusiasm; of the nation forced 
the government to take part in the contest ; and the soldiers 
who were seat' to support the Transatlantic insurgents imbibed 
intoxicating, ideas of patriotic resistance^ and returned eager to 
instil into their countrymen their own admiration of repute 
licanisin. At the same juncture, the government alienated the 
army by introducing the Prussian discipline, with all Its Sevese* 
and degrading punishments, and by making a hundred years of 
noble descent indispensable for a commissioned officer. Tims 
in every quarter some cause 0 f disaffection existe4 
of them had been long in operation 1 , 

13. Of all the monarchy who ever sat on the Jfa&wfci, thr<4 
Louis XV L was the least calculated either to pioVoi^ortoSubdue 
V revolution. Endowed with all the virtues whhffi^dorn private 
life, he was destitute of the firmness and decision necessary to 
centred to conflicting interests Which, during hi* reign, were 
hrm%bt into such fearful collision : hence, in 4Mcult nerfoda 
vacillated between the wish to concede to demandst^^ 
g&tfg&id the fear of offending to pride <#. to nubw 
AiBtothVer* $sd to abandon him, from distrusting, to one ll| 
-swmstancy, to otor his sincerity. Maur^ whom he ckom 
acce^ton for prime-minister, further accustomed him fu* 



W< ' 0‘MbjU 

a system of half measures and plans of 

wform, 4^gh swppsrted by the of Turgot, 

Maleshetbes,, and Hooker, were thwarted by tliiselflsh opposl- 
ti»a of the nobles. Their influence, united id% the jealousy 
of Maurepaa at the ascendant of Tuigot ever %he King, pro- 
cured from Louis, against his better judgment, tho dismissal of 
fbis virtuous statesman, whose economical projects had 

farmed the courtiers, shared thb'same fate shortly after ; and 
b$l tjtys death of Maurepas himself, which soon followed, the 
ifoo*#fve movement towards reform, which lie badaffez&i the 
merit of attempting, was abandoned by his successors, , ; ' 
14. Tfte Queen, the young and beautiful Marie Antoinette, now 
^fesumed a paramount influence over the King's mind, which 
she retained down to the overthrow of the throne. Vcrgennes 
Was made prime-minister, and Culonne minister of tinance. 


This extravagant but showy specular was in every mpyfcJhe 
reverse of the cautious Keeker. Sor a time he suppQH^^^ 
public credit, and maintained the court in unexampled sppt~ 
dour, by the incessant contraction of new loans. But this systgja^ 
could not long be kept up: between 1781 and 1786 the goteftflf , 
meat had borrowed 464,0*30,000 p and the publication of this 
astounding fact, which was elicited on the assemblage of the 
.Notables, or chief nobility, for tho imposition of fresh taxes, was 
the signal for thefall of Galon oe, But his successor, Brienne, 
Archbishop of Toulouse, was not more adequate to cope with 
tho crisis He had attracted the Queen’s approbation' by his 
conversational brilliancy— ^but his schemes were bpth rashly 


formed and feebly executed ; and the assembly ol^otobl^ 
proving both pas$moiikms and refractory, was dissolved In' 

1£ Jtat the which their convocation had excited bU% 

conti^u^i'rj^^l.when two new taxes were soon after impo^K 
fey the parliament of Paris refused to vegkt^jthem 1 ; 

*f-U fomJ^B^onsable for their legalisation. The of 

the .parSira^&t was punished by banishment to Troyes, 
they were recalled only on consenting .Jjm 

the same scene wm ere long repea^ bn 'the 




i the parliament of 
f ^dareditbat H had m w&mer to 
. the relocation <<£ the States- 
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ment 
p]aeii»j| 

register ti&es, and dan^^ed. the replication <<£ the States- 
Oeuejnb * >"*0$' * * 

16. In this emergency Brienne determined a bold stroke (May* 
6, 17^yS^the maintenance of the power hf tho crown. The 
. parlilb^Y^as confined to its judical functions, while its' poli- 
;ticaj/;ydwel^»sre summarily, transferred to a con?' pknitref* 
composed of tlftsourt party. But public opinion was too strong 
for this violent %p : the nation united hi opposition ; and the 
convocation of the 8tafces-Genei$i| , was called for alike by the 
nobles, the commons, the provincial assemblies, and the clergy. 1 
Driven 16 extremities, ttjM^rt'and the ministerV^vcre forced 
;M|S^j(d: the parliame^^^' re-established/ the c<mr ptefttim . 
^S^Sshed, and Keeker recalled ; and in August 1788, the^nfieetuigf 
/Wthe Estate^ was fixed for May 1,1 789. 


• , , " ■ . . ■, 

II L 8 M& 8 ,J Geftcral — Assembly, afterwards ConstitUa 1$^ 

■ 17i The Othljav 1780 was tho dayon 'which t)S^fi^clL;Kevolii' 
'tiou'.iji&i virtually commenced, fey the opeBihgjliM^fh^ /States^ 
(.CtaMrtK On the evening of the 4th„ the - roy^’I^Iy^lSl^ 
-mijiistgi&.and the deputies the three - orders, (vfaythe nobles, 
<A«g*Niga «enMn»ns,) had -walked an jolemn procesiion taBear 
t .masa; ^Hhe next morning the Ad^bto^as #«»ed;'wUh 
ff** 4 P°“P» according to the ceremonial hJipS 

As the. King seated hiniSrif ibe 

fapwe aiidf covefed themselv^a— an «&i*ds« chw'ge fnwtf 
ia ti^^fers Etna rertained uhcoveniSfld spoke 
ifrees' f .'But this Tffifg Etat (third or com- 



m to. regelate the franchise, that near)* 
inifilia?ir fc# Wldd hi the elections j no qualiieatitin whatever, 
i^horM'age or property, had been leqtured of ite veproaentatives 
themselves ; and the deputies -were reduced to mere delegates* 
% being absolutely Jbe$M®d by the mMer^ or instructions 
jfayfa'&p by their o«i^%eat&for the guidance of their votes, 
%f Hire deputies tli us? chosen, scarcely any wore rnen of property, 
talent, or previous intitkeno^; many were reckless and needy 
adventurer?, who so»ght^%^rir opportunity of advancing their 
bwa foitimas ; and of entire number of the Tiers Etat,^ 

not loss than 279 were lawyers, chiefly from thejower rank;s,bf 
the profession. From this last class sprang llobespferre, l>anfot|j : 
and nearly all the associates of their crimes. The Chamber of 
JV obi ess comprehended 270 members, including one prince fifths 
blood — the Duke of Orleans : the numbers of the clergy were 
293— Imf 210 of those were curates, whose prepossessions were 
mostly on the side of thrTiers Etat. Such was the composition 
of this memorable assembly, , - ; **'#$;«.* * « 

IB. The, proceedings were opened byaspeeeh^ip the throne, 
in- which the King d otoifoi the urgent causes wjSlS had induced 
km to reestablish the and .concluded by 

h wish that might ; 11 ^^^ them,’* But tlfo 

followitfg day slewed was this fioffc- 'Tl^s pjan 

2 #.*r ^ '‘ J • * - 5 into as 

one^and 0 &- Tiers Bfc&t 
, f brd»r$, v &isted' op coSttutr 
While ilte common^ 
basing till they were joined 
Ttf^ibe other orders; " Tor several weefesf^bis contest continued, 
?to tlO complete stoppage of puldfe:affa^i pub% opinion being 
‘Wtenient in favour of the Tfcto Ji^^h'O irMkmi.' i»’ their 
pretensions as their adversaries showed signs df^^sresolntion. 
At length, (June I7,)\affor a violent ddb^Wld^|l^^ port 


of (Keeker 
in England? 
m tke other : 1 
ing^ themselves 
tUr; other hand 








*' if* ! \'* ' '' , V \* * ’ o , _ , 

s 0^A'%f $he Duke if Orleans, the Dukepf Eocbefoucal1>I<kn^ 
court, the Marquis Lafayette; Oounl Lally-Toilendal, and about 
forty other nobles, The King, yielding to the torrent, 
enjoined the recusant majority of the nobles, arid the re- 
mainder of tin? otergry, to follow their example (June 25.) Thus 
the ^Assembly had victoriously defied the throne: public 
oplmlk was with them, and the royal authority was virtually 
annihihtted^ 

21. Meanwhile ihefertaentin the capital had risen to an almost 

Incredible pitch; and the Palais Royal, the residence of the 
Duke of Orleans, became the centre of the agitation. On the 1st 
of July, to Gardes M*m$aise$ broke out into open mutiny ; and 
ibe symptoms of disaffection increased so rapidly in all quarters* 
that the conviction of the absolute necessity of coercive" mea- 
sures was at length brought home to the court, A large force 
wa# collected round Versailles, and Neeker was dismissed and 
exiled ; out the populace broke out in fury at the news, and the 
first blood of th^ Revolution was shed in a riot on 11th July, 
headed by the afterwards famous Camille Desmoulins. In the 
vain hope of conciliation, the troops were withdrawn : but the 
mob procured aHns by plundering the arsenals and the gun- 
smiths' shops ; and on the 14th, the first open blow was struck 
against the government by the attack on the Bastille. The weak 
garrison, overpowered after i i ishort resistance, yielded on pro- 
mise of safety ; but the governor and three of the officers Were 
brutally massacred by the populace, and their bloody heads borne 
aloft on pikes. The storming of the Bastille was communicated 
to Louis by the Duke de Liancourt.— This isjt revolt,’’ said 
the King after a long silence. rt Si re* waTfhe reply^ “it is a 
revolution !’* ■ 1 . ' *t , 

22. The immediate consequence was the formation of a popular ' 
armed force^-the National Guard— from the citizens of Paris ; 
and the King, finding, resistance hopeless from the universal 
defection of the troops, resolved to yield. BEo 

Assembly," attended only by his two brothers, 

bis determination of visiting Paris, *Gn the . J$gjj !^.^cor- 
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dinglyset 09^ fateTen^B?* aeew'paBwd |j « ^eat jj|{* 

tad.by a vast concouj:p peasant#, 

tylmiumu$d«4 and impeded the cavajcade. t'JBift march lasted 
seven hours; at the gate, the keys of the eiiy we presented 
by Baill^ now mayor of Paris ; and Bonis reached the Hotel 
do Villa ih the midst of a hundred thousand 'ifepMrii men^ aU 
wearing the new national tiicoteured eockadfe^v^eekerr bad 
already been recalled, in obedience to the popular ;^ce, 
brought back in triumph ; but he speedily ei|)eriene«®\ow 
inadequate was his p&pularity to control the frenzy of the 
people,- Foulon and Ifcrthier, two of the late miniates, wei# 
seized and hanged by the mob, in spite of ^ efforts of Bsfeyetto 
and Bailly ; and this sanguinary example yapeediiy extended 
to the provinces. The moit dreadful confusion and anarchy 
ensued : 'the barbarities of the Jaoqqem Were^rerived on a 
greater 3cale, and the seigneurs and proprietei^ were ewq? w 
where expelled or massacred ^ith circumstances Of unheard-of 
cruelty. Jfo power any longer ousted which could control these 
excesses : the troops had universally embraced the popular side, 
and the, people throughout thekingdom had organisedthem- 
selves into, armed troops of national guards* Within a fort- 
night from the fall of the Bastille, both the legislative authority 
and the -armed power had parsed absolutely into the hands of 
the people. 

23, In the mean time, the evil effects of popular ascendency 
appeared in the form of famine : the farmers no longer dared to 
send their graip to Paris, and lipdly had the utmost difficulty M 
providing subsistence for the people* Many nobles bad al|eady 
fled with their families from the kingdom ; thfcsewho 
sought to deprecate by concession the hostilityiof the lower 
orders. On the 4th of August, the Duke de Uomlles proposed 
the equalisation of, taxation on all ranks i '* " ‘ ‘ 

contagious ; and the nobles, corpomtion^and provinces vied 
teb'' : ^ber in surrande^ng, tbeirlmtte that night 
»<!*&** °f wae eh^^and the ocUous 
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llRut/the events of the4a*t three mouths bid vip&eitled men 1 * 
minds, and the e#l efTecW^ thiJ spiyiiof limevatum wgre eoofi; 
Wnifested. On |hf August, the redemption of titta^ 

previously vote^- into their abolition* 

mu that Sifcyes probated against t$5s act of spoliation* Mpg 
feean replied to his remonstrances—^ My dear Abb% you h|» 
loosed the bull— nlo you expect he will not use his horns f^SSjjh 
ohur^ ^tate% producing a net revenue of ^2*600,000, V^re^a^|| 
Iter the use of whi^b madertbok to make provl^^dr 

the clergy* ; but the y*atois©3^^ kept, and this ill-gpiS&v 
property was so mismanaged, that it cost the nation more th^ijf 
ityleldod I This act of injustice was speedily followed (Aug. l&f 
by the publication of the famous Eights of Man — a ! ?iban ifesto 
which becanu* the creed of .the Revolution, md.jHMpk pro* 
xqulguted, as the basis of^ecM government, the SpMpxs'buh' 
impracticable doctrines the sovereignty of 

t&c peopU^fKB rcised by nniver^l suffrage. 

24. During these even^mo anarchy in the provinces, as weM as 

the famine in the capita], continued to increase to a fearful extent : 
the collection of the revenue had become almost impossible; and 
the capitalists, terrified at the progress of the revolutionary con- 
vulsion, rejected all attempts to negotiate u loan. The financial 
extremity wa^ such, that Keeker was compelled (Sept. 24) to 
propose an income-tax amounting to a fourth of each individual’s 
revenuo ; and this extraordinary impost was supported by the 
unrivalled eloquence of Mir&beau, who clearly demonstrated it to 
be the only chance of escaping national bankruptcy* But though 
the enactment was passed, subsequent events prevented ifs*being 
ever enforced. The populace had been infiam^by the nu#t 
extravagant, reports, disseminated purposely to tl&ow theyt^m 
of the famjufand public ihstreas ^ : ihe King nomm[$»A 
an accident produced an explos&m** ” ,1 \ ^ f ( -* v 

25. A dinner hod been git* if^ the : body«.^prd» ft Ver§aille» 

(Ojst 1) to the offi^errof^the regiment of '3Klng 

royal family hoi;^>wn themselves at 
officers, in the enthujpjm^of loyalty, were white 


tty 







MW &^»a %gpio., 

dethrmmxerk of L«*iif) «*m«tnied this deinoft- 
■■&ta$<m jiito theyreiade of ap attack&om fho tmtocrutsif and 
fith, & 'fast armed mob. follow'd by 'mtijfyi of -dripl&ri 
•4 bhh>ii of the lowest «Bk,set out fromPjUrt* for Yers&iges. -jffillj/tj. 
ww^adril tho ^ahee with furious owtcrlos, ana'' imneiatcf*!^ 
.fe^ iof 'Assertxbiy, the members of wUichiiw.thmiK^e^ 
jl^Vwg. outraged vrfikfc they had 

A^fewfod. laj&Byette, M Bight with the' 
wstfonal ^uwd of Paris, 8B«cA>a m seme degree in restoring 
'ojHcr ; hut this eohn was Owmort duration. At six the next- 
morning, the storm lmjst^oriit ’WjUi redoubled fury: a savage 


$amcl hl<x$$kmty multi 

Queen hadouly cgg|ra 
the ontrahi^ of fb^^w 
■w ore only shved 
asleep at somo distance 


fee gates, overpowered 
|yai aymrfcmertts. XJie 
i few moments him*, 


|^feb<ltbf ii^sof »H the roy 


«dwp at «*»«■ of daogi^^'-<^^' 

braving instant deatbj app^am alone afcihe 
lives of the bo$y~guards ; and the executions 
changed into involuntary applause by 

pidity. But the leaders of the revolt were determined to complete 
their triumph, by tmtov'mg the King and his family to, Paris, 
where they would be entirely under their control. Tho^yal 
carriage was preceded by the heads of two of the body~gm^d«> 
borne on pikes j revolutionary ballads were chanted in dei^ion 
by frantic women and all the rabble of the capital ; and thM^ 
compelled to drink the bitterest dregs in the cup of humiliation 
w?ia 'fymm led as a captive bjrj^^n subjects tojfto Tv&pmk 
which ihouceibrward 

2^ W; ;Thc Duke be^kms^mevtfd in **- 


S eptal la ex* 1 
l -ondon. 
m uudie sec^s- 


pPT> lato honOurabfeexife^ 
##<*f tfie epurfe to’ 'faris w*$ 
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ftl*& La!Iy-|ollendftJ, and 
i a serious Joss to the 
e, however, the national 
, Succeeded in checking the 
I which^Sf^iiSti, and punishing the petpctra- 
l excesses. The Baron de Besenval, one o# the 
odium, was tried by the High Court of the 
''^acquitted ; but the Marquis de Favras was less 
|w^inafe' ; IFhe tribunal, intimidated by the ferocious cries of 
condemned him on absurd and in^^ib^j^rgi^^ 
* wft d, he was hanged by torchlight at three in tfie mToffiSj^, (Febt 
IP, 1790,) amid the savage exultat^^of^i vast erdwd, who 
rejoiced at this ignominious fate 
27. The new constitution yeti’emained'to be framed ; and the 
Assembly accordingly commenced itr deliberations for this 
purpose under the najae of 

xwo q£its articles Were debated^ jfo. : 

1, Whether the legislature should 
he divided into-an upper audiowerl 


rejd vetqy v^Tly?.* pressure of ^tjpocmoy ^bon.^ 


^pdint i^J^eopr of the amalgamation of all the orders, in/0^ 
ohiniberl^int the veto was tbo subject of furious jl| ^ 
the passion# of. tho multitude (the majority o£ whqpir 
ignorant whether, this 'obnoxious phr&^i^licd tax ? ft 
lege, or a person ! ) were, edited to the utm^T^ ^6^den%ogn&, . 
and clubs of tho Palais Royal. Even jho inllucnce and eloqpepee 
of Miraboau, who sided with the cour* on this occasion, weS^*. 
unable to procure the admission of absolute veto ; am&‘ 
it was decided that the King s power of Refusing to sanction aft 
measure should not extend beyond two successive legislatures. 

28. Early in the year (Jan. 9) the Assembly proceeded to/, 
introduce a change in the domestic arrangements of* 

th^rteipg jealousies of the ^^d^ whiodT 
& fife iimiiimtion of their and 


eld wil 


importance^ ^;kingdom vwp. parcelled 'oqj infel 
^^^me^ so ^riWsed as the e; 


y-four 

feudal, 



1 w&ttnal, in 


Each 

tive and executive eeuoeib ; each 'district hal 

each canton its court of reference. The' mTOi<dwMWp ^W « 

towns were arranged on the same system ; and 

of all the administrators, as well as of the national rii;iiieiw^p>)M^ 

«Baa,'vest«#jt4 ,1®Kf deputies’ of the canton*, who were 

all mehyho -were twenty-five years of age, andyhopaidaj e il rfrt- 

butfoti »]pd to three dayifhlpnur. forty-eight thaaimndesai w& et , ■ 

or municipalities, i^|e;|p||^t«eted; eTOrytitigig,' through either 

a single or double 1 tite:. •«•-•, Sowed from tile 'people; and the 
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i&Immce of Mirabeau, and the session declared j^rmanojat till 
^ih© new constitution was complete. 

30. The work of umovatten now proceeded -with redoubled 
Speed. ;6 U titles , f honour were suppressed by a sishple decree ; 
the provincial parliaments were fiboj^^ : lTUil by 
duwd, arid new mbmmk^vorv where wdjp&L The organisation 
* $£ the army underwent a nimJar change : the ancient privilege** 
•OT birth and rank were abolished in the reg fyw&jfoof tin ;me. and 
promotion to commissions made depcmlekbph sub only. The 
guards wa« extended ever the kingdom, 

, f^rdh' of $10,000 etirdrye men : wid mropamos of 

formed in ?»,U the ’ .ty l^ris alone 

' % |h4rc wei^ * be gift of two pi«^;te#^imeii < 

ef # tiio teisfyrepgbt &vn&iw into which the ahty was dividel^PW 
after ilu}X«^ing of. the Jkistjlte, g#?e$hyse bauds a fonnida^Jp 
^prefAMihl^T'iOO^ o C\»nsfhpotr^f Umauet* stiU eoudlhued : 

, ia3u*$ £^stgXMiwpkc poured into the money-market 

*isV$*>di ouaivt^pf 4s io jwotlug^arapid depredation in the value 
of .these pa] -or JT^war# The* crown, however, the 

’ AWapbiy wu^ Ubifj&f t £\ t 0Q0$ft hiinfiithy va$ granted for a 
'civil lisu and a of Xlfcp,0($ Wf^.^ueeu. 

J&T The 14th. ‘t^ors^y of the tiJk ii ig of Ihe Barite, 

wk sign-:; ! i iu\ h^Vjp^jibn>u Tsl " In t h< n hr.!ip dfl 3?:,r-. when* 
«$0 King, tid and th»* motenal yuai\h »n<Lr ha 

t + ook tjbejritidf to themow condnou m tri tin presence of 
an .>^embherfi • of 400 *0 pu.-iUiSj v bite mass v, v ^> eolebrutt »* 
by^Talk/fand assisted by priests 111 tricolor But tin' 

animosity of the factions speedily pevived • and iM iMijjined and 
fruitless? Impeachment for umsptr^|jBpi.' t>reugh$ Mir?** 

beau find the Bute* of Orleans/, t& faiU^e^bf 3wl|ich only 
weakened tnc moderate party**. had 

;>'&n iJUed, before the Uea^ng ‘adva%^ of after 

4.) fesigmd *sis p, 

fogi 1 1 ^/C^kmnorab] ^ |p |t|ifeS^|lh4 popular # 

^pkuA| Jif^iith of to ti 
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frig v^m&a^fpmiion in wiotts M. do B<mili4, t% 

commandant o^S&efe doett&td it ns f neom^tible with Ms aBtiP 
gianceto bis sovereign, and yielded only to the personal request 
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4> 

breach bqt 
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} ltd a gr< 
refused 



ority of the clergy of every rank 
deprive*! of their benefices, (dan. 
ip, which rendered irreparable the 
^dtdt^nd the Revolution. The abolUi^a 
it hire in succession to property, (March 
at the aristocracy, perhaps, in its 


nUimato^ons^tiiSi^ the most fafcal&jy^;' tO'thnmei|J:o 
tlom struck by tbS^fiW^|t8on. Itfe 
If ar>olC«^ ; limself 'iid- mfy'fael strong enough 
tpo hi'n^t J6e'#|§flV am! by rendering ine 

of th||y^^ I44^^rtaal^, 



remp^a .every 5: 
power in the capital 



o^?#4h0icent 




32. About this time the inftuehc&e i 
•wards so famous in the history of 

to be tbit &b formidable. thal^ 

Jacobins — originally^ -apembtage of deputies from ! 
but which, by d evre^ bccaiiie the great focus of "rev 
“ The Club o¥ 173f>* of Sicycft/ Rfilayeite, ami oihef 

leaders of fhe moderate p&Hy ; and a ol^ ^lted “'Ifrjtim 
naroJmjue was set m foot by the but thM^fep 

others, uninspired by the fierce energy of f he* Jacobin^ 
fob mto obscurity, The emigration of the nobles, 
c( * p tinned maabatod; and many thousmuk Gambled at t 
which became 4be headejuartens of aristocratic machinat^Ji^/ fjt’ 
fierce diMM^ am© on point in the Assembly, ai^fhe 
,nl *^'^^T«y and eonfifcatioh were^oposod 4§kttlft 
* 1 but'Mirabean^lefying the cry of * Traitor 
against him by the d acobiim f anathema- 
#*& by t^^rtetotihlo 


penalties [» 
refractoiy 
to the 
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fpnfc?* 
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S&viMnoe* <b* ftww ; m& U now openly 

: ^Wiw^ 'tfewJi^'Ao King should escape 
imm Anri* assemble a royal army under the able guidance of 
fa BoiiU, and dissolve the Assembly. A new ©no was then 
|a$ be convoked, the nobility restored, and a constitution Earned 
|gl nearly as possible on the British tnodeL But in the midst 
^ these designs he was cut short by death: Ids strong consti- 
tution sank under the combined excitement of ambition and 
excessive Indulgence in pleasure ; and the extinction of this 
and eccentric luminary, (April %) whom Ncfcker truly 
^plterised'fts'^ on aristocrat by inclination, and a tribune of 
l^jr Calculation,” was an irreparable loss to the mo- 
n^pncal party. 

But the plans which Mirabeau had formed for the escape of 
the King from his thraldom were not extinguished by hi a death. 
Arrangements were concerted with M. de Broiille ; and on 20th 
June, the King arid Queen, with the Dauphin and the Princess 
JSlkabeth, the King’s sister, succeeded in leaving Paris in dis- 
guise, and travelled several days without detection* At &t 
Men Should, however, the suspicions of the postmaster were 
awakened ; and he despatched an emissary across the country 
-to Vsrennes, where the royal fugitives were arrested ou their 
.arrival: and M. de Bouill4, who set out with a regiment of 
.dragoons from Stenay, on hearing this disastrous news, reached 
V amines too late to effect a rescue. Their return to Paris as 
captives was attended with every circumstance of barbarity: a 
gentleman who approached to kiss the Kings hand was torn to 
pieces before his eyas ; and the mob of the Parisian suburbs 


received them at the Tuilezies with frightful outcries, openly 
demanding the Scad of the King. 

35. The project of exchanging the monarchy for a republic was 
now no longer concealed; and Robesjoerre, in the^sembly, 
endeavoured to make the flight of the' Kxng^ v pfct^ : 5fb!r J§i;g 
deposition and death. But Barnave, of 

ihe revolutionary party, boldly and gm^rt^^^prposed > this 
Sanguinary project ; and the committees, Ihe subject 





•was reported 

existed,' Foiled tftjlte' 



- ' ' 


(mis fjfy* seeueation i 

' d^o&ats ‘ had ' 



to , j^>le ; J. ^ri^sed >y tile 

Cor4elk& clubs, under Ifebespierre and Briese^ * 

17) M however, 

mdmtK ted ; and&afayotte, W&k twelve hundred 
diersof the national guard* dispersed the insuigen^ with some 
bloodshed; and had this Mow heeri, followed up with, energy, 
the constitutional monarchy might have Jb 
Boign of Terror preyen ted ... But the 
ral reaction against the movemead^Mfc thedemoeralicl 
nnpunished-^an act of lenity afterwards 
guinary fete of Bailly, and many others. Who had M^nJ 
mental in this partial coercion of popular lUmQovstom&y 
30* The new constitution was now nearly empfete. Sfemy 
attempts were made by the moderate mew of all parties, Wife. # 
length saw the pernicious tendency of many of ife.artifdeB^ps#^. 
ticularly of the single chamber and restricted veto, io : 
revision of these points ; but all their efforts wore 
the dacohins. The last act of the Assembly waa to tehwco tholr 
members ineligible for the next legislature— a measureafter- 
wards productive of ruinous results/ The King (who had pre- 
viously been restored to liberty, and the semblance of authority) 
declared his acceptance of the constitution (Sept. 13) after several 
days of careful examination ; and his public adhesion Was given 
the next day. The task of the Constituent Assembly was now 
complete; and (Sept. 29) its sittings were elfcsed by a speech 
from the King, full of sentiments of generous confidence r >vhich 
was<moived with loud applause by the members. ■ 

XV. L^ktweAmmMy^Fall offer, Monar< 

Massacres. 

Vive Assembly, 
the first 


have Um 
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some <* tucflmMt 

gsmtor^afKl wmyo i fee neblest aao^itrfee kingi^fe-j V«t 
IJtamst iraiwml emigration of :t&* wUeboerecy, iHi^4ktt 
(by, feeii, own, decree) nfyfefe menfeeifoof the late 
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ifie'&tatorai -bodies to exclude a^'- station or $t&» 
have entitled thorn to. a Chamber, Thus , 

wholly unrepresented in th^^gislativc Assomblj* 

« & there were not. fifty persons possessing ^U>0 tifyoar ; 
ari^were presumptuous and half-educed young men, 
i ferimghfc themselves into notice by their vehement^ 

talent enough to render them danger 
^SjpPit adC^ now ^S e21 ^r property to steady their ambition. 
m the Tarioug parties into which the Assembly wits soon divided^ 
ifob members on the right, or Mends of the constitution, (called 
Feitjllants,irom the 4*b of that name,) were directed by Lamefli, 
Barnavc, <i T c., who, though excluded from the Assembly by the 
self denying ordinance, wore the true leaders of the party. The 
Oirondi^ ;^o called from a -district near ^ m P* ise< l 

those wbMti&ed at republican InstHatitm* on!te ro^d of antf* 
quity* amlerthe hriUiaBti^ership of' Veigniai^ 
and Oandoreet. The prip^tml Jacobins in/^^ovg^f wor*, 
Chabot, Merlin, and Banre ; but the strength of 'party 
lay in and ^ordelier Qubsr*^the of^y^ich 

|k>hc«j)iurire, Bilkud ’Varennes, held 

absolute sway ; as did Banian, Oan^^d the 

second. ' . t ''. \ ■ , "***' i i 

* <r M> The.hrs%#i^c^iigs of the A#^biywere in accordance, 
'With its chmposi^o^;' -Tb^^jpes .of JStra. m&Mti&bHty'w ere at <m&o 
4rpppod, and severe mda^wSflwere directed (Oct. 30) against' 
emigrants, the dissident clergy, andlrih© broih^J <& iW# 
(afterwards Bouis^XTIIh,) who was cmnmanded";fe'%|^^w 
lrane^ ; ip^er ;pal^#if forfeiting his.ev^«thiit4^ f < If 
Ttm hsluatantly ea&e^OMd 
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v<HUW,io mi 
was amply | 

, tkh&bestmigt; 




m Frieds 

;4nlt«4 Jaeobing a$d 

the republicans henialktfeefi 

in a totiga war. 

was, that ” * 

with that td the nation*^ 
^g'Was voted * by the ‘Assembly, oa the 
ground of the warlike preparations w hich the Electo of * Vr&ra 


aanparf, and m 


territories. ThafSiug accordingly addressed a rcnjniailiWfi 
3$W|*r, who premised compliance 5 bat troops began tpl 
m^pboth by France and the Oertnanio empii^ 
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French ministry ; and Roland, HerVnn, and Clavifo-e, had boon 
called from the ranks of the opposition to the councils of the King. 
Bnmonrier, the new minister of top i 
■quriitios of a great man— he 3 
biued with sehbfSH^fence^ atfdaiiactive; 
but hh\^j0wm&-' aentiulised by 
though partisan, ho was an ‘ 

party. # V every resj^fh** 
jj^p was ra ther mn 

can thl 

avo preveitfe| . hfrVmerging i 
did abdities'^i^MateDt character* 
his |Omarkable>Wwi^ : ' united tjjft 
< the eleva^a;oi a Jlo^a^Aiind ; but 
^ . ... life Was oqa^^iiW/totneaad private 

worth, aigd her Iq^iuelice over her ' husband was at times ieo 
ostenta^Ss^y exercised When IjpgJ* i 

th^inte^ * ^ 







t in $&mj 

i of ft© Bope in AvIgtoppiSpp^feiims %fe#itonce 
by fife awolutionary ife&anf J &d JSoufe, pressed alike . 
I parties, fell of which expected the atttofefet of i^t0i 
i in the confusion of a trap, was compelled (April Sfi^fer 
issue a declaration of hostility against the. Emperor. * , ‘k 
4J^ Jftsje afettts occupied the Assembly about this time, which 
be perilous nature of the principles now promulgated. 
i was the massacre of Avignon, which, since its recent 
oce, had been distracted by tumults between the 
; till, on the night of 30th October, the popular fab* 
tjon,toembli ng in force, seized CO of their chief opponents, who 
were murdered With every circumstance of revolting atrocity : 
but the Assembly, notwithstanding the indignation which it 
expressed at these horrors, found it necessary to grant ah amnesty 
to the perpetrators 1 The second catastrophe was the revolt 
the slaves in St Domingo, which was fomented by the injudicisfei? 
efforts of a society called the Friends of the Blacks, of which 
Brissofc was a leading member ; but the events of this dreadful 
insurrection, remote from the present course of events, will be 
afterwards detailed. , , , ** 

42. Meanwhile the war with Austria had cbrnmonfed i^ud the 
disasters of the armies produced the utmost consternation, and 
increased the power of the Jacobins, who loudly attri^fed them 
to the treason of the Royalists. The Assembly, whilethey dis- 
banded the King’s guard, decreed the formation of a camp of 
20,000 men near Baris, and condemned all the non-juring priests 
to exile ; but Louis could not be prevailed upon, even by the 
^sensed personal danger, to ratify cither of these decrees* The 
point against the priests was at length (June 10) pressed upon 
him in afambusietter bearing the signature of Boland, but really 
written; by- in a tone which roused his anger; the 

dismissed, and Dumourfe^ set out fofr 
'"the army* : administration, which wsfefedcdn from 

Tfc, consisted of ton without fe^pt.orintu* 


of ti|p ' T$e Sly, over awed l) 

situation, naeemsl the petition, and the multitape 
with increased numbers to the palace. They rushed 
menaces AW f6e presence of the King, demanding 
fion of the decrees against the priests, and for the 
the camp near Paris ; but Louis replied with dignified firmness^ 
“ This is neither the time nor the way to obtain !$£*. A redcap 
was handed fo him by a driniken workpan^he^ttl|i|Iy' put it 
<$n his head $ and it was not till eight vm. of 

Yergniaud, Potion, and lsnard, procured the evacuation of tlie 
palace. The heroism of the royal family on this occasion, with 
the outrageous nature of the insults to which they had bee**, 
subjected, excited a powerful reaction in their fhvour. $0,00$ 
citizens of Paris petitioned the Assembly for the punishment of 
the rioters ; and Lafayette, unexpectedly arming (June $8) from 
the camp, openly denounced the jacobins at die bar of the 
Chamber. But the apathy of hi* former adherents, and the 
distrust of the King himself, rendered Ute efforts j^pavailitig. 
Finding his influence gone, he returned, dejected by foiling ^ 
the army, and was burnt in etfigy by the .TUk'^m 

the last effort of the constitutional party. ; vvv- 

44. The dethronement of the King was now thei^voWwubjoet 
of the Republicans and Girondists : the Assembly d^elared that 
«the country was iu danger,” and armed Wimteere flocked 
from all quarters into Paris.. On the lift® July, iJ*A 

King (who then made his last appearance i#^||l^wa^lirith 
difBcul tyf«sM by the 8wisa^|uaA ! f^ : ^^|^ ? a*pUt 
became evid|P;ihat-a speedy crirf| was . 




and by 

i^ial destruction of Parish ' ' V' 1 ' + 

45; These menaces, coming at , ferment, 

seedied Parisians no choideblt tdkery or death. The 

from Marseilles augmented the 
and the dethronement of thojKIng 
•was the clubs, and demanded from tho 

' Adorably Paris. At length, at midnight, on 

4he #tli Augt^th&4^m sounded, and the roll to arms w&» bea| 
through tlie city. Danton, at the Cordeliers, declared that u this 
my hij^t t|*e pexhdkms Louis prepares the carnage and con-' 
3a gratio tyof thh ( Capital and the signal was given to march, ...; 

*48/T|te Hotel de Yille was speedily seized, and the magistrate# 
Vejpl ttAMiy others selected by the insurgent 8 ' The authorities 
paw%W by terror, force of notional 

guards, h i^eye*y,*m of the Tuilaries, 

which Wfcie defeade&only by bight hundred of the Swiss, and # 
useless crowd of roy^ist gentlemem But Mandat, the eiflpf 
inamU^ in-chi of <rf the national guard, was4&urdured 
populace at the Hotel do Ville ; an^it soon became evid^t that 
his troops, when his influence was' withdrawn, could not bo 


relied on. Many of the naj&enal guards at the pa]|ooopenfy 
msed revolutionary cries ; t€o insurgent columns water TNvti^ 
«3ann;woro alre^ ad vancing to th^attack ) apd lhe Ktng a& 
rc^rtd family, irrtbia dreadful extren^y,;We^ to 

the Tuiledes* and seek refuge in the haila>fctbe Assembly, wty$iftr 
they were received by the President Yergniaud,: A 


PPSfN; ^ 

‘>w|ppp 

® strefek^ «8W»f 4 : &fes« 
|fe jifr ft/ltriWt tlinfr 

» % Ifgfelt W^^Ngfete fee 

thfetfiucee&* 

-fee Iemn^ 

is’ aolumia. jtf 

‘%rf]{jinL inirffii ii \i ^ ' 1 1 11 'aiiiplp^^fe 

* ;dfoafe|j» fee'#|^ 

$»$& Jfcil * fe B fcfe feefet^ht 

gcanne MrlfefcVwH^^BHlL. di^eklty 

of royalty, and^eyda fe& statues of 
defe^jyfcd feo/jptet day by fee 

47, fflie new magiat rates lost *eoill%|i|^^M|(^ii^^OT^ im 
Aesaafely, in fee language of 
Kief, fee dismissal of fee 

National Gonventioa. Bmmi&<>M ( Vkl 
■ was passed which terminated ‘ 

< v .48, ©te storming of fee j k$i^mm0m&t ofthe 

Kinghad 4estroyed';fee»$4s la rfiftjf ^3pfef| fee- pc^Sfiii fee Aa^e* 
plyhadpassed fete 

whi<^|«as swayed Of fee Jacobin leader®, 

* however, m fee revolt 

^l^fee’iofe ; "' I d&rat, |Wbespite^;> i ®tt' 'the t# dp&r, tm^hfei^eonr 
tilt fee danger was ws^ wfem^^|iff emerged lk:m their 
creditof fee a8ldr. ' Jfeto feeha&ds 

Banton alone — "* 





whiok the mask 

Ips ^tiwyfeg jr^cts of kelfish ambition and saaguin^|4in- 
• Jfeat was the worst of the three* TW%ii^ftjr of 
*was idaafcped his feajnres, which the 
m$imdw of a demoa ;%3il though others in the Isolation 
were 'g^itf of perpetraf more a^nguiimry d^eds, none was so 
terorfttl in recommending and forwarding their commission. 

feequezitly said tbai there could be no safety to the state till 
1^000 heads had fallen : but death by the hand of a heroine 
.djtt him short in his relentless career. 

49. After the adCcess of the revolt, Danton had assumed the 
office of minister of public justice, while the Girondist ministers, 
Roland, Servan, and Clavi&re, resumed their former functions. 
Three days after the massacre of the Swiss, (Aug. 13,) the royfcl 
family, at the command of the commune of Paris, were trans- 
ferred to the prison of the Temple ; while all the departments of 
Prance submitted almost without opposition ^ the ruling party. 
The army at Sedan, commanded by Lafayette, at first appeared 
disposed to make an effort in favour of constitutional monarchy; 
but this feeling was counteracted by the influence of the inferior 


officers ; and Lafayette, compelled to seek safety in flight, was 
imprisoned by the Austrians for four years in Olmutz, while the 
Assembly declared him a traitor, and set a price on his head. 

50. The Jacobin ascendency was not long in making itself felt. 
Intimidated by the menaces of the commune, addressed to them 
tiirough Robespierre, the Assembly instituted (Aug. If) a court 
for the trial of political offences, afterwards known as the Revolu- 
tionaryTribunal. Rut the proceeding* of ^ this court were atfirst too 
riow for the dominant patty ; and the savage designs of the dema- 
gogues were favoured by the terror arising from the advance of the 
Prussians and the fall of the frontier fortresses* On 29th August 
the city barriers *ere closed, and remains© for two during 


th of the Parisian battalions to remfo|*#f 
the '%htier. It was the concerted signal of massacre ; andl 
ehcmti assateins, liberally supplied and 

and harangued by Robespierre, RiUiw^iironiies, and 4 
d’Horbois, were speedily ready for eve^|tee$ty\ The Abb &ye 
was the prison first attacked; the victiittMei^ se^ajdy#^ V 
dragged before an inexorable tribunal, and tur**^ o*$Jf 
the murderers in the court, through whose repeated felb^ 
were compelled to run the gauntlet till they expired — white the 
multitude, among whom were a vast number of women, danced 
like cannibals round their mangled corpses. Similar ma^pres 
took place in all the other prisons ; in that of the the 

venerable Archbishop of Arles was slaughtered, with more than 
2W Clergy, , The Princess de Lambelle, who was a prisoner in 
La Petite Force/ was torn to pieces, and her head, with 
inents of her Wcly, paraded before the windows of the 
Orleans, Who rose from dinner to enjoy the ghastly spectacle. 
Above 6000 persons perished in the various prisons during this 
dreadful scene of carnage, which continued uninterrupted from 
the 2d to the 6th ^ September. Even the felons in the Blcfee, 
whose offences had no political character, were massacred in the 
indiscriminate thirst for blood, which only ceased when w<> mope 
victims d^tld be found, The confiscation of the whole effects of 
the slaughtered captives, and Of the property of * he emigrants, 
which was sold at the s^me tim^hp^tnsc^c 
wealth to the munici|ifeRty ; but 'no atewmt be Ob^ 

tamed either of the amount or disposal of 
The jeweT-of&ce in ihe#«ileries was also pillaged * 


the costly ortoam mfc^0ts croWp disappeared 
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: tbcs6 horrors tife 1 

i for theK&Tici 
*, had cv 

rofthe JafCobm * 

and their first and nnards 
aonarciij and proclaim a ropuhliof r tli 
changed et tho ijft&e tbgae, and the year styled u the first 
branch Bepah^^ 3tet thejfiny of party spirit soon broke 
igredonhled (rhCndists (who were now the 

0 $) occupying on the right* the Jacobins those 

^a«n4fc of the left, (whence their iv^kxfpme of the Moon* 
“* $ miifrttja were cldled t|e v p^^<of the 
tings of the Jacobin Cl ub, ah ; the leadw^^jjjhxeh 
t new Convention, in^tS?Mn of 

> invent whence they took the^^fepne,and were seldom at- 
udod by less than 16<K),|ne!mbers ; and'in tMs den ^pMcnoss 
and qirne were prepared the list* of proscription and iftts^cre 
whMhwiH (mat render Mima the tun&e^tii^^bk fiction. 
The<sW<K8ts tifajm.jfrto of the parties of 

Mactame itoland, where all the talent developed by the Revo- 
iution, and #fiiMto«®*8teteg elegance of the capital, were -wont 
to «w»ittbl*.r Orleans who had abdicated hie titles, 

satin the-ConTOBtlbn m Phi lippe EgalitA 
. 88. The first attacks of the Girondists were directed against # 
Rohwpktre, wfcena they accused of aspirinf *c the dictatorship. 
This charge, as wall raan^wtertion brought agiiost Marat, were 
abandoned through 
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relative to the recent 


by the Girondists, on whom the 
igtbem with the design of divid- 
fdnto twetrty-three 
y A mpre formidable cltarge 
\res, which was urged against Rohes- 
ee dif ‘ Louvet, wa* foiled by a hm>- 
i to. the -order ofgthe day; and it was soon evident 





were eoi^nwy delivered, both at 
i&tfefr departments; petii 


^&al clulnmd ilie 
p^iled at tlio dmr <j#^ 

Assembly; and every tareumstahcofi 

might increase the pcjmilar the unfo: 

arch* A furtherdisct^on-arose asfo whether Itfmi) 
he $j$g| by the Ooivontion, ns his pemmal inviolj 
heeai^feftWed by the institution ; but this question, a|i; 
debates, was carried ift ti# affirmative. The * 
that yc condenmaiion vp^iim>ived in his dethronement ?V^ 
Bobespierre called on the Qcmvention^ to “declare the •&&>•<£. 
traitor towards Franc^ 4 mid human 
instantly to dewfa f hhtr kwas decided^ 
the Oiroddists aM neutrfcllfthat he shd 
04 . fciince their captivity, the royafid 
comforts abridged from ||me to time b$y 
the municipality; ‘ At were penjwiNd 

and to soothe the rigo^^of confinementtte^th4"^jpymeiitof 
domestic affection ; but^^t^fo seclusion more 

jigorous. Every datf*&&$ %ere vibite&aod insult 



With his brutal ^iaff.^hetr writing 


scissors and 
from thorp ; an 
from the royal JacHes. 
almost overthrew^ the 
sustained his calamities ; 
W^-Qp |he 11th of 











most ' fanatic among tlf^,; 
leitea m* The president, Beptal, 


s^$*ers meet Static among ttplp..; 

and some of tWO(|i^o£sts oven^ediears* The president, Barfere, 
directed him to he seated ;'ipi the charges were read, wMA" 
cotisisied of of all the crimes of the Eovolntida. 

411 worn 1«w4 JW^JUb lm+. his mvomiM waiv ncrTvlftxod hm 


indignation 
After his'^ 


JMJ, w$*e 3ai|||fc|yf : hat. his enemies were perplexed by* 

' of ^liis replies; nnd be denied with 
initiation authorised the bloodshed, of 10th August 

After Ms’f^aKhiinatton he fotnrnwd to the Temple, bat he Was 
^o,|^g# v '|^slitted , io.soe = Ws mn or 'any of his family % and on 
‘ft V»s directed to -choose his counsel. .Of the 
l#0' whoih^pt^ected, one, M. Tflgjffe Wth^ baseness to refuse^ 
trot the otbe% M, Tronchet, and promoted 

by iStepoleon ) accepted tho sacred dntyjia which lie was aided 
by a celebrated pleader named do S&e, and bytke^'l^toble 
Malesherbes, who volunteered his services on behh|f'W^|js 
fallen master* On the 26th December, Lonjs again s^pimd 
before the Convention, where his > d§ fence was condc^t^4^ 
M.dol^se, who e^n/med the whole JP^*®4 j^o|^d 

that ffe. every instance he had been actuated by the sincercst JbVe 
for his people* Be conelu led in these words: "Lptiis mounted 
lh© throne at the ago Of twenty, and even tbae set the example 
of a» irreproachaPble He proved from 

ilia first thv’ friend of hh country. The people, d^e®red the 
abolition ot a destructive tax — the abolition of servitude — a 


reform in the criminal law : all were granted. They demanded 
that thousands of Frenchmen should enjoy the political rights 
fr(»n^H^h^he rigour of bur usages excluded L:*m j and .fcjiis 
also ms ’g^ted. * He even anticipated their vvishm: yet this 
same people how demand his punishment I add no xnora-,,,. I 
paujs^e before the mbtma! of history : remember that tbw|ll ju^ge 
your decision, and that ta voice w;il| be the voice 
f*6. After the withdra^ of Louis, a violent discussion uro«f. 








The aii 


th^^oposif^^^pa 4 people* '-the 

dfeeJj^rion on which lasted t^ppt^ Ja^rs. * .St *T usfc and Bobea- 
pierrirwere the £&# powerful the sovereign. • 

yergoiaud repliedEMii u strain of ^ ^ 

yp$&t$jfig, however^to impugn the justly 
of the measure. fh& pi rondists were in,t 
the and trembling in fear of 

violence of the ‘Jacobins ; and Louis war 
guilty. Of 72b momhem , 8 were absent; 
sentence ^683 guilty, 

people" was* rejected by 4$3 lo £ 81 . ; *• 

57. The further debate, u What shall be \m punishment V 9 
laste^fbrty hours. The Luke of Orleans voted f^r death ; and the 
sanio%Rtcnco' was pronounced by Carnot and other sincere and 
honest republicans, from a mournful conviction of Us 
for the establishment of their system. The votes of the Jactoiblkiffi 
could not bo doubtful; but it was yet in the power'# the 
Girondists to have saved the King's life. Vergniaud, howev% 
wit% forty-five others of his party, though in truth anxious U* 
rescue the royal victim, voted for his death ; aiid this senile# 
was t>y a majority of 20, in 721 votes. The result Was' 

annd^e&& by Yergu&ud as president--" In the ‘name pt &e 
Convention, I declare that the punishment of Louis <7apet it 
death* ‘ ; J '* 


58. Louis was fully prepared for his fate. Wheti|$Mtefiherbes 
came to the prison to announce the result, the Kinjf||^ “For 
two hpwrs I have considered whether, during my wioi# 'reign, 
I have voluntarily given cause of complaint to my subjects. 
With perfect giheerity I declare* when about to appear before 
Cod, that I netfer formed a w ish but* for : thok btopihees,imd 
that I deserve no reproach at • 

, 59, Ou the 20th January, SaBtertj^^d from tfaimtaidgaiiigf 
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^ ’ «pm«b^«A a dhjjfaT 

fo f to bo allowed 

last two d^amds were 

||^ferHble seme of the parting Interview lasted two^Kuu 
pl wtgth the unfortunate family separated, and the Kii^spent 
the remainder of the evening in prayer with the Abbf ldgewtijrth, 
From twelve to five o’clock he slept peac^bly * ^ nine in the 
morning Ban terre presented himself at tfie ifimple^^he passage 
t^the Rlace do da Revolution (formerly called JPfa^a J&wris XV.) 
Ia*|bd two hours ; and at the foot of the scaffold the $Bpg received 
t»hlime benediction of ^ confessor— ^on of St Louis, 
msmd to, heaven ! ** He at^|pte^' v to addrtss a few words to 
the multitude, hut his voic^'lSSuj^er of Santerre, was stifled 
by the noise of the drums ) and t* 16 descending axe of the 
guillotine termina ted his ezistmi^^ 

60 f The character of this u iihappy monarch cannot be better 
given than in the words of one of the ablest of the republican 
writers Wiis w as perhaps the only monarch who Was.subjeet 
to no passion, not even that of power ; and who united the two 


qualities most essential in a good king— fear of God, and love of 
his people. He fell the victim of passions which he had no share 
in exciting ; erf those of his supporters, to which he was a stranger ; 
,bM$fc0 multitude, which ho had done nothing to awaken. .Few 
kttijjfi wifi have left so venerated a memory.” Bu s t Me inust 
ndt,-.» forget, in the contemplation of his touching ,y$|tui©s and 
upefc^pled sufferings, the ruinous consequences of Ids irresolu- 
tion and weakness. “ Had Louis XVI.,” said Napoleon^sbwi^ 
half thw enrage and firmness of Charles I., he would tm$$ 
triumphed.” Shift his resignation in adversity, charity in sufifer* 
mg, and heroism M death, will never be forgotten, 
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WAR, 1792, TO THE' ESIABITSH^W^ 
‘ : o* qte niiwscffOHY, i*w: ’ 7 * ; V : ’ 

to the Commemm&d ^l&e Ww+ t . v ’, 

France, in the very centre ijjf. ci?iBu3&l$^ 
re^^k'fe^o^i^for the neighbouring kittgd6ias 
moral 'TjSe three gr^^trers of Enrobe %t this period 

were Austria/ kxxiiia, and ;6tr^^^tain ; and on them aeped^ 
mgly fell the weight of the struggle which ensued 

62. Britain, like the other Iftpopean mpnarchk^jha^nmbered 
on, prosperous and cont^tj^paild mostly iaglorkri^&n^ the* 
eighteenth century. The Iwr of her American colonies had been> 
more than compensated by her Indian conquests ; and though her 
national debt of £244,000,000 was a sewpre burden, the flourish 
ing state of her commerce and agriculture had produced %, 
surprising accumulation of capital ; the 3 per-cents had risen 
from 57, at the close of the American w&& i® 90 ; and the reyfpii* 
reached £16,000,000. Set army numbered dfcly 32,000 mmm I 
home* and an equal member in the colonies \ Silt thesejS H 
were rapidly augmented after the War Began. The reputfllloiF 
of the British troops, however, bad been seriously 
the disastrous contest in America ; and the abuses 
the military department tended greatly to impair 
Her real# strength lay in her inexhaustible wealth and publif 
spirit, ficet of 150 ships of the, IfoC, which gaV|^|r. 

the un^^^ute^eoinmaDd of the seas. *' ’ & •* 1 > ^ ' '** 

03. FubUc opiniondn Britain, as might 
f %4‘djfehe French B^rblution 


whom 






' -awarded with utter horror by allaffie adherents 

and the majority of the aristocracy and opulent 
V -wises, who apprehended nothing but anarchy and spoliation 
0om its contagious example. At the head of these f>wo parties 
^'respectively stood the illustrious names of Fox and Pitt, Fox 
had long held, by hhi ardent and impassioned eloquence, the post 
of loader of the Opposition? and his uncompromising devotion to 
the popular cause now led him to advocate, with all the fire of 
/hi* oratory, those frantic innovations of which the neighbouring 
country was the scene. But neither his intellect; not bis judg- 
ment, was equal to his powers as a debater — a capacity in which 
, he fchune unrivalled ; and though the generous warmth of his 
heart soured him the attachment of numerous personal friends, 
the irregularities of his private life diminished his weight as a 
public character. In this point particularly he stood in disad- 
vantageous contrast to the irreproachable purity of bis great rival 
Mr Pitt, who, at the commencement of the Revolution, was at 
the head of government, and supported by a decided majority in 
parliament — having hold this post since the Ml (Dec. 1783) of 
the Coalition ministry of Fox and North. Inheriting the talents 
and patriotism of his illustrious father Lqrd Chatham, he united 
to fliem an invincible coolness and moral courage, a readiness in 


’‘resource, and eloquence in debate, together forming a combina- 
tion of great political qualities which havA»$ver been excelled. 
Called to the helm ut the age of twenty-six, he had foiled the 
most powerful Opposition which Britain ever saw^-ind though 
watching with anxious attention the progress of affairs in France, 
he had hitherto persisted in maintaining a strict neutrality* 

64. A third party wa£ composed of that section of the Whigs 
who supported the principles of the English Revolution of 16S&, 
hut opposed those of the French, At the head of' stood 
Mr Burke, who had long been united to Mr Fox, both by political 
alliance and the ,, warmest private friendship ; but these ties had 
been severed by their difference cif ; opinion respecting France, 
This memorable rupture was announced in a debate on the new 
constitution of Canada, (May 6pI79t,) when Mr Fox deplored. 



vindicated the prophetic sagacity of Hr |&rk& , , , > 

,G& The Austrian empire, bath from positioi% 

its military strength and resources, and the staMlityofits policy 
mid government, was the most formidable OonSbental rival of 
franco. At the commencement ef the war, it had ia revenue of 
90,000,000 of Aorins, and a population of v|J5,OO^S0 | j|hild J*® 
army amounted to 240,000 infantry, and 35,000 cM&ft with;^ t> 
numerous and powerful artillery. The possession of the 
Countries gave^he Emperor an advanced post eloseto the 
frontier ; while the mountains of Tyrol formed a vast foriress 
placed at a salient angle between Germany and Italy. The 
foundation of the modern grandeur and prosperity of Austria 
had been laid by the sage administration of Maria-Theresa : but 
a new system was introduced at the accession (in 1730) of her 
son Joseph II. In hik anxiety to remodel every department in 
church and state on philosophic principles, this amiable but in- 
judicious prince excited the discontent of his subjects by Ms 
swooping and needless reforms ; and the Flemings, whom he had 
alienated by an attempt to exchange their country for Bavaria, 
(a project prevented only by the armed intervention of Prussia,) 
revolted in defence of their old usages and feudal customs* $lUhe 
same time (178?) the French were rising in rebellion ip 
overthrow theirs 1 This ingratitude (for so he considered it) 
shortened the days of Joseph ; and Leopold, bis successor, easily 
ro-ostablished his authority in Flanders ; but the demolition of 
the famous barrier fortresses of the Low<bimtries, which Joseph 
had%taecl to prevent them becoming strongholds of disaffection, 
was fetally felt in the first campaigns of the French war. 

9^Uhugh the house of Hapsburg was st 111 the head of the nn- 
wicldfisbric of theGermanie ern ptre, its ml authority as such was 
inconsiderable % and the contingents of troops which the various 
states Were bound;>tf^^mri)^At fhe requisition of the 1>iet of 
Bariabon, were on. But Prussia, though 

m uominally a m^pfe^i^ ^pire, had been* raised into a 


eve^wWt«P,>^o rondh%_,^~ — w 
of ft M^hny. /‘But tira«, t&d j famt test' gfWW.MW' 
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3? ajar lddy90€f j Jb«ii"^s a ahcff| 

i <^piil#ory:i^^ wbbje /bum 
a, it could be augmented s^&meie to a fa« |reat^ 
,a popuiatiea ibus trained to arms. The govern- 
jneni writ # military despotism ; but the rights of the subject 
yrei »,j^||i^'by the beneficent policy of its administration* the 
was “everything /or the people— nothing 
Jjjfeelfeu* ; Still th'erevWere few elements of national coherence in the 
monarchy ; its 8,000, OdO of subjects were of various races, Jan- 
guagesj and religions ; and its territory possessed neither for- 
tresses, nor any strong line of uatu^fiWtier, to guard jt against 
invasion. ^ 

67. Since the Seven Yaarsj^p^ the formidable might of Russia 

had become better *a]>preciifes«l than before in Western Europe ; 
and her military renown had been enhanced by the recent ex- 
ploits of Suwaroff, in the bloody wars of the impress Catherine 
-with the Tnrfes.*^ its regular army, in 1792, amounted to 200,000 
men, besides tfcjf^ll-fcnown Cossacks of the Don and their M**r 
dred tribes, the best irregular horse in the world. The hardihood 
immovable firmness, and obstinate bravery of the infantry Iffljls 
long been ' celebrated ; but the eav^^^M^rtillery 'vremt;- fi# 
inferior to what, they beforh’i'fel^^M'nthe wa*p#h©K 

France saw 160,000 R.u of 

Of the other northern po^rers^Bwedeia ‘ (which had J^tefy, glo- 
riously concluded a war wU^.jpip$ia) had, from her r^jmtimcss 
and scanty population, littlewreight in the political ecaha^and 
Poland, though the final partition had not yet taken plac^puld 
jfo longer be regarded as an independent state. 

68. Thoancientpowerof theTurkshad by this time sub| > 

a purely defensive policy yigp^ ; the%h their brilliant 


and the desperate valour 
fended, made theat. 
PP» incapable off 
territory. tikfc $j 




vjdW toww were 
■ f " army, ^ they 

? beyond their own , 
«Sc6ftioa ' _ perhaps of 





Piedmontese^ no longw ^ld a place among mfttey m& 
h&d the 3>uteh, though they had stDi m^tmyd 
gtpatly declined from their ancient spirit - ^ 

fdeneument of tom war, had nominally 140,000 
f<m# was far (torn effective, either ^discipline ear ; 

and the firmness which characterise the Spanish 
Middle Ages had long passed away. Thfc Swiss, a^^^hiain 
to be noticed ; hat their smaM nfcmerieai strength , Wld4h|iid not 
exceed :&8, 000 regulars, rendered their courage and.^|^oti«k 4 'Of 
little $gatl in the stupendous struggle about to eo mmeftce. f , 
^.;Sfc(sh was the state of the European military establishments. 
The French army, before the war, amounted to more than 
SOfttHMl-nien, 35,000 of whom were cavaliy » but mail)' of these 
ft their colours during th^Jfirevious convulsion^ and the 
n^if^mquivod habit of judging lor themselves on polities had 
loCfcened the bonds of discipline among the sbldierf*. Two kun- 
4|pd battalions of volunteers had been raised by a decree of the 
Assembly j hut the efficiency of these new levies was oiot espial 
to thrir spirit.' “It was not the volunteers or recrutfc% w said 
liFapokon afterwards, “ who saved the repub^ttei th^lSO^XH) 
obi troops, ei tjie monarchy,” The artillery* and engineers, 
however, which had ;^ot under the old regime beep exclusively 
odM^bd by the first superior to any in Europe ; 

imd'^'4efoc^ro| : %tj€' ollir branches worn speedily remedied by 
;the.v%our of ^he‘^dii^'Sasse^''to Whom the Revolution hod 
now q^0ed ishe path of promotion, 

7(h Revolution surprised the Sforoptan powers in theirusual 
statj ry mothered jealousy or open hostility with each other, 
Cnmmno of Russia was occupied by her designs on Turkey, in 
Wldch^pseph II. participated, and which had been ostentatiously 
.proe^teed to Europe by a joint* tour of the two potentates to 
the ^SSmea. Frederick the .concluded in 1785 the 

“ of the^smllof Gennatr 

stages agamst in the following, 

^auco^wfr, though endowi A 


year was au 





"MMm of 






t by m indolence and' 'fHtountf #w>m i 

of to predecessor. A. clotomlliaBce fcad^se h|i£ 
i|^i|^^(1700>%,tfe6 exertions of Mr-fett, itofrwa 
' ^ ^ ‘ > in oi^er, by their joint iutemniioxvto wt the.^rei* 
dan. ^Hl En^a&^n%»e$t on 

Ipaf^, which to 

Revolution, was not wi tdi^tfB%liieiic 6 ; In this- m|S-- pa^P* 
cation 5 still, during the IKrwo years, 3\fr pit$ 

Kannitz at Vienna, and Hcrtzborg at Berli 
abstaining from interference with France, themselves 

with adopting meagre.? forpre venting the i 
ary contagion into their states. The Empress of 3 
other hand, had from the first warmly advocated 
Upemon ; and circumstances ere Iqng o^jpppd whi<^h « 

• e^ineis of Berlin and Vionu a to abap 

%. Since Louis was brought a 
he had recommended the King of Spain i 
act in hlaj^me which was not confirmed by an autop^h letter : 
and In December 1790, ^^cvexi solicited, by a cireulai? to ,i%$ 
monarehs of Iton^^O^ntined intervention to m re the mon- 
archy. A treaty concluded it ’Unpjtaq, fl&fty 

1791) between ttolpp^p^ihl the Kings of Spain ahd^rdinh, 
by which it w«b agreed that a formidable display troops $tould 

be made on the French frontier, in the hope of terrify 

* people iftio submission to their soverei gn . But before Jj 
be carried into effect, the ‘unsuccessful Bight of the roj 
to Vaiennes, and their open imprisonment by tho revofc 
made stronger measures necessary, and led to the famous meeting 
alJPHniU ( August 1791) between the Emperorand the ^ing of 
Prussia, who conjointly issued a^krationthat H hey eemlfdered 
tj^aitua^on of tho King of Fraa^i.mttcr of com^u^ j^tarest 
to all, European sovereigns w ^-aad were-, resolved- Jc J* enable 

[ to eetablisdi a moitardiical go?ernmen%:^^imal^ 
‘ "" rijghts af sovereigns and tho wel&re v «oF|he French 






; wbpHwere nq,^^0hixYmg party itis 

on Swop iti tfeltopo to strengthen 

by ^^feifyingH^mfjt that of the national inde- 

B Vergniaud, aim Brissot edhtinually poured 
y philippics against Austria, denouncing that 
*C liberty, and calling on France to anticipate 
reclamations of the Emperor against the 
> French of the rights hi tfo Get^an princes 
pretext for hastening the^eehu^tipn of *vtajL 
npc&led to publish again# 

_ jror Leopold, however, had on-.the;}4 
his extensive dominions to his son,, 
ally, Uustoras of Sweden; was assassinated 
a TOdfcwards at a mask# ball. It seemed as If Frdvi- 


> the mighty scenes 


cUfeUetoiifis preparing a new race 
vehi^i wrere to bo performed. 


II. Campaign of 1792L 


having decided on war, directed the formation of 
three vUderablo armies. In the north, 40,000 infantry and 
£000 u||5lry, under Marshal Itoehambeau, lay from Dunkirk to 
Philifmltle ; ^fa^rette, In the centre, had 45,000 foot and 7000 
horse ; $t*d the come of the RUing, up to BMe, was guarded by* 
Marsh^mckner with 35,00Q in8inixy and B000 cavalry. InJ^ae 

and tW"^^neo$. But th®^l|io^| ; were formidable onlyjrem 
th$r nmnbtttoj; their di^pline w^^trem defect! /e/arfS the 

spread of revolutionary 1S©$*S© had destroj|^ ■ 
subordination and obedience, To oppose 



j^d.«&i<)00" Ajistari^ife. jp& 

;y*tktl» field i ^M|;^'liM^'fagl«»*^; 

rrlHignfl from t he JDsaub^ i^^s 6bKfsf af'-jjasai, were gisaduatty 
eonvergjng freautU MttA’ 

- " : ^Bncouraged bythejumiUBCSgof^^ theLow 

4fomirm, the French determined pa^he Jff^on of Flanders* 

‘ which they entered at' 28.) Bet no 

; ^oner did oet^aeo^ni^Pl^ny, tlw* txdpfofr 

ing.thw they^^^iy^d, tli^^Jp^»dlong confusion * 
and 'General Billon, advancing 

from Lille against Tommy, was m4^ipeil"-hy' hi» own mutinous 
soldiers. The blame of this disgraceful sent waa thrown by *$e: 

' Jacobins and war p.art|$n Kochamboft^r^^^P|^; afiecordiii 
1 dismissed ; , But the •e^e^^c'kn 4 

- unsuccessful;; and\1»y^ie ^s^ned ^’ 0 $^ defeat near - 

Mauhcugc. The troops Ml Ife^^haost fi&^ef dlsorgan isation 
and discouragement .n^^^^l^pWeats : end* ‘ the- Prussian* 
anticipated no of &k * army of 

lawyers,” for wlldiB^ the utmost eo&taaph* 

In the mean time the Mi4^Slhi|lat^nn tho*fi^tiaryai4 v 
their commander-in-chief, the Duke Of Brunswick, j 
enter France by the plains of Champagne. 

7 0. Since the death of Frederick tbtf| 
companion in arms he had 
been considered the ablest prift|®| 
was quick a^^if^proiis, his knowledge - 
and hi| ? miHta^|afents of a high order, 
in pleasures and inirig 
ing his former reputation : be bad besides/ m ilraow ttown, 

• opened secret eomuiun ication»?w|^.Bi<iyes a#d th« French philo- 
. aophers, who had even held ,0^%,-feliMi ‘'hopes of' 4 3ice^ding the 
' 'tbrpm of that country unto ;: i?‘^W regipae. $be Prussian 
cabinet, -at the same th ^ » ^©curing a ^ 

ihlFlharo of the '-spoils of :|S^4aken thitipd itt f%'\ 

chiefly to gra tify and pM^&tSo tile Empreift Oatherim^i 








d* ffieri 1 ties to 
H|x^p^e v ®hn Duke of 
memoir 


capable of tbe^iaost 
fatally verified !k i 
7& OsiBfith July^ 
joined the army) 
ticulars of whi<jh 
The consequences wm 


llA 1 1 ijy^^nediuto md 
stat** of effer- 

y pmmM y that, if iiot ;omhe4»^|fee. oufset^tbey may become 
^o^okIa r»f * w m/wi+ , id^ntioos^-^a;' prMictioa 

years, , i; 

Ptwiua 

apmlaiiiatmi, tUe pai- 
|$V«n in apetion (p. Sa) 

^dged manlfasto foreseen and 
denounced Brunswick, who waa obliged, in. his 

official cap.-. ; & SHp%^ were speedily 

verified by r esaarfawayep which 

it excited atno% frn£^^_j>e^ ; leu v Meanwhile the witoie 
Allied $0,) and 

advanced against the Uie ’fep-v -easier n 

frontier of the ki ngdoii|^^^ed;||f ' tl^Freach troops, who, 
though more than equally wero ill-officered and ill- 

and paralysed h»& by the news of the events then 
111 Fans. Dongwy surrendered (Aug. 23) after a 
i^^Mbgpdy tl»W^|^: Verdun shared the same fate, (Sept, % ;) 
^nd *$0*% havtjj&on at once deeUei^ either by a 

the French headquarters 
tearjtng the Parisian massacres *d' 
h^Jyfep, " ^m l, i ^kld-yefuge in the 

Allied 

gw*^' ^ ioV^i^medd&e command, 

to ocCii) >y rtjjie CMj^of (Irandprfi and. Jslaites, ia the 

forest of' Arg^aej.whe^Jpp®^ j#ed to make a stand. His 
position w^i^tfiJmked, t and the Austrians 

at tlie French, 10,000 

of trhotn;#^ voutwtM^W^^^w'Prtissia)! hussars ; m& it 
{ was with difficulty effected au orderly retreat 
to 8t M6n4hould, 
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imwj) together. He was followed* by the Allie^who, crossing 
tJio (Sept 18,) interposed themstelves between the French 
army and Paris ; and a partial engagement ensued at Vahny on 
the 20th. No decisive advantage resulted to. either side from this 
action ; but, from the successful resistance which the raw levies 
of the French opposed on this day to their veteran antagonists, 
may be dated the commencement of that self-confidence which 
carried them victoriously to Vienna and Moscow; 

77. The dilatory movements of the Alto at this juncture are 
partly to be explained by a secret negotiation which Pumourier 
was carrying on with tbo King of Prussia ; and even after the 
dethronement of Louis at Paris, the French general still contrived 
to amuse Frederick -William with delusive hopes of his espousing 
the royalist cause. In the moan time, in spite, of repeated orders 
from the Convention to march for the protection of Paris, ho 
maintained his post at St Mfoiehould, till the ravages of disease 
in the Allied ranks, and the refusal of the British and Butch to 
join the coalition, determined the invaders tq retreat. An 
armistice was accordingly concluded, (Sept; 29,) in virtue' #f 
which they restored Longwy and Verdun, and were allowed ;to, 
retire unmolested — having suffered little by the sword, but bal- 
ing lost one-fourth of their number by fevers and dysenteries ' 

78. Buring the progress of ihcso decisive events in the centre, 
minor movements had* taken place oubdfc^nfe^ hti Alsace and 
the Low Countries. On the side of the ^^u^lan fbjpoe 
under the Archduke Albert, after, routing,# f^^vn^corps : a$* 
BruilJ6, had invested Lille ; but the garrison, pPJmis imporfent 
fortress, in spite of a bombardment of unprecedented severity, 
held out till the want of ammunition compelled the besiegers to 
retire, (Oct. 7.)- The offensive operations of General Custine, on 
the Upper Plane, were meanW^lh $rjj^aii&cd by the capture of 
Mayence, (Oct. 2L) which was .^encberously yielded without 
firing a shot ; and the Bo&aof ^^tsWick, alarmed at the loss 
of the only , fortified post held'tj^^Api^s on the Rhine, hastily 
transferi^d hisj troops to the 3dgh| bank* The Austrians nnder 
^lairfrit^rb withdrawn to thec^fence of the Low Countries* ; 





'tod the SJ> Ieh$id army, wtfch under propef%^|hp8 : «iight have 
aihie^ tM wihetanee^f' ISuropo from the seotirge of demo- 
was thtis broken up. * # /' - ■* 1 \ 

5 71& ^unmurier was now at liberty to renew the invasion of the 
Low Countries j and h#. forthwith crowed the frontier at the 
head of 100,000 men. Tho Austrians under the Archduke Albert 
did not exceed 40,000 ; and their main body, amounting to 
about 13,000, was strongly intrenched in a potion near Jemap- 
pes, where it was attacked (Nov. 0) by double that torabep of 
French. The assailants, mostly raw troops, were at first checked 
by the Austrian cavalry and artillery, and driven back with loss : 
but the youthful Due de Chartres (afterwards Louis Philippi, 
iSing of the French) rallied the broken columns, and forced the 
redoubts in the centre, while those on the flanks were carried by 
Beumonville and Dumourier himself. The con diet of Jemappes, 
the first pitched battle gained by the Republicans, produced an 
incalculable effect on the spirits and moral strength of both 


parties. Mons, Tuiunav, Ghent, Antwerp, A r c., opened their 
gates ; Brussels itself was abandoned to the French by the flight, 
of the authorities ; and the surrender of the citadels of Antwerp 
(Nov, 30) and Namur (Dec. 2) completed the conquest of the 
LoW Countries. In the reduction of the former fortress, a French 
squadron co-op^tod ! by sailing up the Scheldt, which, as a 
violation of Munster, declaring that river for ever 

closed,. cause of war with Britain and Hob 

M ■ 

- SO. j^ut not long in reaping the bitter fruits of 

Itepublijcan ascendency. The Convention had published (Nov. 19) 
the fiiintos resolution, declaring that “ they would grant frater- 
nity and succour to every people disposed to recover their liberty,’ 1 
and charging their generals to afford military aid to all such 
people— a decree equivalent to a declaration of war against hll 
established govemmeaS|p^®hk was followed up by another 
manifesto, (Dec, 15,) all the countries conquered 

by the Republic, # liberty, eqt^ty, the soverdgh^ qf the 
peop|^ ; with the suppression, of h^ility and all e$c$jh®vcr privb- 
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leges, oCfdVM^ tStteg taxe%opA# eoaMititfe^ authorities and 
$enoyntiii$i% gneime^aH whbifefused to a^phthese benefits 1 ? 
tlie Fk?ming§ } ^io were in general Wrongly attach both 4» 
their cleigy and their feudal fords, were astounded at these 

£ ?ej>i|ig innovations ; but resistance was fruitless. A host el 
oly$&nuxy agents, beaded by Banton, Lacroix, and Carrier, 
torS0f^k Inundated Flanders j an&under pretence of 
in&ifa* Mrxfy of freedom, drove J^rwiffd the work of sjxjfHation 
withfstern and insatiable j*ap%^ty. * Thd churches an<f eS%6aux 
were everywhere plundered inquisitions and enormous 

contributions levif^by gfafocution, with compulsory 

payments in the d^rdeiated assignats of France, soon awakened 
the their ctr&im of liberty; and a deputation was 

Sent to ViennaJ^hdapSloring the Emperor to rescue his repentant 
subjects. Such were the first fruits of Republican conquest ! 

8L' Another war had, in the mean time, broken 'out on the 
south-eastern frontier, in consequence ef»the refusal of the King 
of Sardinia to receive an envoy from the Republic. Savoy was 
suddenly invaded (Sept. SI) by General Montesquiou, an&was 
overrun almost without resistance ; wjiile Nice, where there * yuftp 
a strong republican paf^,' yielded „(Oct. 1) at the first appe^ 
mice of tlK> { ^^4ilbita]3 ts^ a.« in- Flanders, wil^ 
rewarded for their MenSI^ teeejlbtt of jadiars by plunder, 

massacre, and outrage ;s'mi Savoy and SfttoHs&e eon verted 'Into 
departments of France, itfonova -was also thimteifod with 
attack ; bu+ General Montesquieu, by disobeying thh ^tders eC 
the Convention, prevented this unjustifiable aggression. Jim* 
Switzerland. The deteat of Custine on the Rhine, front the 
righfcbanh «»f which he was driven by the Prussians; closed this 
evmttfol year. 

>W/fi»e memorable campaign of 1792 had only commenced in 
August— and before the end of tlvo most formidable 

invasion which had ever menace^l^pics had jbeen repelled * 
^Mndera and Savoy wrested respective iigggj peqpis * * 

JW Mayene$ the great frontier ci^^lhS,' ©ermanm^B^ir^' 

<#ptu«d. •.,* . : . -A 5 ;, . . VVjfafcv. .» 



jpt.jfbihg $mple was— ^ He wee '*&$*$ % 
a^eaito ea^4 W* would hate delivered Mm!’* >/Ba%toe 
ia^e0a^ .itg^ spen disappeared in the renewal' 1 

t£e JacoMii» ■ ^ thef^rcodists, which the 

had rendered hrre 0 ^^ahle.':*'The Jacobins into^i* 
cafe^^j^.tfcef? bloody triuijj^^ Girondists with 

haying attempted to 'save the u ^|#^'the weaki^yf 
the latter party was exposed by their ha#% ; becu at, I^loot#* 
pelted, by regard for their own safety, to leave Iho xllnstmiaiv 
victim to his f&tp. The first symptom of the approaching fell of 
the Girondists was the retirement of Roland from thp iadnistry ; 
but the influence of external events of importance centred in 
hastening their ruin. 

84. The first of these w$s the accession of Britain to the league 
against the Republic, and the oitoru lout military preparations 
which the Convention wai& obliged By the death of 

Loui&tbey had come to an open idl e$^p$hed gov* 

csrhmepts ; and the reply of ia^'announ ce* 


esmmepts ; ot mtm l^p^miounee- 

mont of .hi? e 2 s»^^p — * wj^^bak ym fit'hming reduced m 
to the ncmisi$jr i conveyed « truth which everyday 
made more , fate of the Jacobins was thencefor- 

ward bound up ^ith that of the country ; and the royalist^ eon- 
.st-itutionalisfcs, and moderates wore irretrievably associated in 
the mind* of the people with the enemies of the Republic: JFbe 
popular riots arising frdfn the scarcity of JcHjd, wMeif dfeti&ed 
Baris during February and March, destroyed 
sidtratiop the Girondists &j|li retained. The s'hop?yf 
and the jacobins thcmi ^^fe ^nmtene<i by the 1 
while Mferat ; ih‘ ^JomfJp^^fe#%he4, against **the monopolists, 
the .lperchants of — . — .. *.. *’. . '<&,**— 

--- mm | 
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FAU> 0# THE GiROSMSTS. 


fcj^tnimaerce by the Girondists, and ev$i Iff leiw^ 
vie&^OTthe Jacobins : the populace, however, insisted aft It, 
and openly talked oPthe necessity of a new insurrection^ K to lop 
off the gangrened parts of the national representation.” * 

'85. Another source of strength to the Jacobins was the unsuece%? , 
ful movenjeirt ^f Bnpaourier, who, ever since the death of Lou!#, 
which he vainly strove to avert, had been engaged in maehrna- 
tionsfor the»restoration of the constitutional throng Fed from 
disguising hif avowslfe to Jacobin rule, he openly threatened the 
Convention wifih the vengeance of his army. Dauton denounced 
him as-afri^r in the Jacobin Club, and ho was at length 
ordered to" return from the camp to Paris. Instead of obeying, 
'howo , |0r, he Crested the commissioners, and publicly avowed 
his desigos ; but he was deserted by his soldiers, and forced to 
taiw^refuge with fatyw followers in the Austrian lines. This 
formidable conspiracy," l^y its failure, only confirmed and secured 
the powbr of the ruling phrty. 

SO. The first o|®h attempt hf the Jacobins to crush their oppo-^ 
nents was made (March 10) by the old expedient of a populhr 
insurrection f but various accidental circumstances render# ife 
abortive. They availed themselves, however, of the a$t 
thus prodneed to lay the. foundation of the iron- iitf v 
enveloped France during the Reign of Terror* by th#remodol- 
ling of the Revolutionary Tribunal, and thi| appointment of 
committees in the departments, armed v#th-ahno§t despotic 
powers for tie, coercion of the “refractory/^nd the general 
promotion of revolutionary purposes. Vergoiaud and the other 
©iro»dist orators in vaim opposed these fatal objects with all 




overruled by the vehemence of 
and during the panic caused imme- 
'dofection of Dumourier, (whom the 
aecusod b ? f favourin|,) the. Jacobi^ succeeded in 
Jimous Committee of Ru^e Salvation, destined 


7 r 

^eDecomvii^ebnsistod' 

plonarf’snthority, 

' \ . V; 


^^smbers, who were iafei 



PALL OP THE Gmomnsxs* 


to <c whatever laws and measts ttdplit 

deiip necessary for the ox tenor andintenorsafetyofth^14epii^lk. w 
u $7. Tine infatuated Girondists still relied oil the persona) invio- 
lability guaranteed to them as member* of the <lon mention, by the 
toe constitution which they had violated on feat very point in 
the case of the King. They had recently obtained the election* 
of Potion, by an immense majority, as mayor of Palis ; and, 
elate# by this victory, they ventured to; impeach Marat hr 
sedition before the Revolutionary Tribunal* v, AH the elements 
of discord were invoked by tfyo Jacobins to counteract this 
vigorous measure : Marat was aesjui^od, (April 10,) Ana ported 
back to the Assembly in triumph %y an ivnx^nm armed mul- 
titude of Fans-cubttcsy fe the adherent Jacobins were 

popularly ’called, t hiadeft* boldly proposed (May 10) to arrest 
ti e rnetiadlH <$l%€r%y annnHing the Pam municipality, 8&& 
dividing the Assembly between * Paris a\\& Bum gen j but this 
energetic pioposition was eventually exchanged for the nomina- 
tion of a commission of twelve, to watch the proceedings oi the' 
commune. *L’he first step of this commission uas to arrest Hebert, 
a noted Jacobin, and author of an infamous journal entftMt 
Ph'c IktrlMMfi ; but the ‘ftfms-cul'jtks again (May 20) rose in 
arms, and besieged the Convention, which, after a desperate 
contest, was compelled ''May 27) to liberate Hebert, and abolish 
the com mibsion of twelve. ^ 


8B. The majority of the Girondists absent froiti the 

Assembly' when this decree v. as extolled $lnV£ their fortes were 
rallied on tho next day, and on the motioiKof tlie 4ntrepj^ 
Lanjuiuais, it was reversed by a majority' of 01. The agitation 
was instantly resumed with redoubled violence : Henriot re- 


ceived from tho municipality the command of thfe armed fierce 
and on the Jlsl all Paris rose in arms. TIhj, pikeWh &£ -tlie 
faubourgs, th^rtod in their design of pillaging tho ri^fe 
houses of the Palais Royal by the- determined aspect^of fb#, 
inhabitants, rolled^#' the f ullerit^.^eire, wtt% 
vociferous {$» 

two of the f h| abo)itionof the 
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i <am>KDTsts. & f* nm 


& a on bread. They tffyM seconded 

_ farre mi lifcaM*pi^t?R, of 

ionsp iring against the Republic, and dcmandbd tbeir Immediate 
punishment At length, on the motion of Bar^re, th® suppres- 
sion of the comroifision was decreed. But the revolutionists were 
not to be contented with this half success, and the final Mow was 
not long delayed, - 

S‘X On the 2d of June, the Convention was again surrounded 
armed men, with ICO pi ecu s of cannon, under the com- 
tasked of Hen riot, and a vehement debate ensued. Lanjninate 
ior the last time protested, with energetic but unavailing fervour, 
against the intimidation and outrage to which they were sub- 
jected, and an nonriced ' hi% determination to die at Ms post: 
Barbaroux followed hia example. 0ft t all rcsistaiftt* was im r 
availing. The members, Au attempting t*> leave the Ml, were 
driven back by tlie firmed hands ; and at kuigth^ Mfch the? 
dagger at their throats, parsed a decree for the fdrot % of 
Lanjumais, Vergniawl, Goadot,' V6t$on, BrUsot, Rarbaroiix, 
Lou?ei # and twenty-three, others of less note. The political 
career of the Girondists was terminated, and the triumn fe|f <th o 
municipality of Paris over. the Conventiou 5 cc#pl0io. . ^PjK’ 
tH). In the interval between Hick prest 
proscribed members contrived +o escape into am! 

Lou vet, Lanjuin&b, and a few others, a%?r fp^t$sihg v through 
dangers whh&'Mdtt like the incidents of a-ramh c<v owmtMIy 
evaded pursuit* The remainder were arm! grind in October 
before the R#vtf titionajy Tribunal ; find after a trial Of im 
dayis, jrv vrhffi 'All the eloquence of Vetgniand and Brisset 
Viu* vain, wercsmtei^d to death. They wore guillo- * 
^Ist October, and ajl died with the forfeit a do of the 
hi tepnblicahs proposed as 'their models, 

of firom Jbttf ‘jgfoadid talent# 

Bad almost beedme iio soon followed, • 

dcsfoiu^e, wtiposed by h€a^^'tho-i^p||^lbm her iriaJ y Umfyfti 
the most Sequent and touching molmhentB of the Revolution ; 
but it foiled to move her inexorable judges, and. jbe bent her 




iUotineSrii;k% 






„ , . . x % w ,^^. Paro and Rouen, 

g&tf 1 himself ip that ptfblic pTaee that he might net 
&$dends who had shelterabhim. > 

Girondists, reckless in its 
measures and enlphble for its rashness, butillustri^ in talent, 
hud glorious ih Its ML Its radical and inherent was )ta 
iw'dudon ? apd the dreadful misfortune* in wbic& m. lead |^ ' 
involved their country, proves the inadequacy of the Bwrst 
did genius, without that overruling principle, for the righ$ 
management of adairs. 




rtiae whtdhipSP^^^^ Great Britain preserved 
dliy ; and itw&s, tiht till the continuance of peace 
hecatn^ impdssible, that her polity underwent a change. The 
overthrow of the throne/the massacres of September, and the 
victories of Dumpurier, inflame<H6e^emo<rratic party in France 
to fi^ft&y w : The deduction of all ^bhshedj^rnments, and 
thel i ^^c»%^pf i^whole human rice, were opfenly;a>;pwed as 
alh iyjti re system o/ propngandiam was Mrth- 
; w$|&the attecksaen Savoy and 
Jand sho^Ct^lhese dehtonriationt %e*$ not empty thfett^ 
1*^15) the two fSsptoha'^apeea were, 
to atfdiifc generals <m ^ervfcei^l which 
beefi giv«®p(p. 4? ;) and w&«lh by..^>otnisihg 
Annel' assistance to the disaffected of alf Aitien^|^|^J|e 
Republic openly at war with all established $$# 
unprecedented line of conduct, 
dacobini^jdn|higIa»d, left 
tyf $£ : and wdi^ressions^o 
Wift J^o^ening of th 

.bu^the’^fe^ution 
Chauw%», the Fredch;; 



.basfceiited 
ivlor'a time ; 
ar*erisis. M. 







Convention, on the i^brt*o|^Brifi$otf • 
Scared war agaiiist Great Britain. * 1 '’f\t 

'W$&+ Tbps forced into war, *he British government proceed#! 
j$n to despateh.20,000 troops under the l>uke of York to 

Holland, whore they joined 10,000 Hessians and Hanomiaiis in 
Baglish pay* The aggregate of the Allied forces aJfefented to 
SO5,Q0o, acting on the whole of thajPrench frontier, from Calais 
to Bayonne ; those of the Republicans to 270,000, mostly inferior 
troops, but united by similarity of language and government : 
a fresh levy of 300,000 bad been ordered by the Convention, but 
had not yet come into action. In the iirst impulse of horror at 
the death of Louis a close alliance had boon signed between the 
courts of XiOudon and St Petersburg, (March 25,) declaring the 
suppression of the French Revolution 46 be Ci the common interest 
of every civilised state and trC&lfo of a similar tenor were 
concluded by England with Sardinia (April 25) — Spain (May 25) 
— Naples (July 12) — Prussia (July 14)— the Empire (Aug. 30)— 
and Portugal (Sept. 20.) ‘ * 

94. But in the midst of this universal martial preparation, it 
sof n became apparent that the French war was, for tb$ ; Jfeesem 
at least, a secondary object with the Czarina to the completion of 
her (U 6>igii^ upon Poland ; while the mutual jealousy-#' ’d^tartria 
and Fru&ia was shown by a division of the German Armies. 
Still the disorganisation and indiscipline into which the French, 
troops in Flanders hail relapsed, with their deficiency in stores 
and supplies, afforded the fairest chance of striking a decisive 
blow against them ; but the now generalissimo of the Allies, the 
Prince of Oobourg, was a soldier of tho old methodical school, 
and utterly unfit to command at such a juncture. The French 


^nances were recruited, previous to the opening of the campaign,; 
by a fresh issue of assignats/td the nominal value of 800,000,000 
francs, (^33,000,000,) secured as before on the national domains ; 
while the British exigencies were met by a loan of £4^500,00$ 
from which subsidies were granted;*© the King of anil 

several German princes. ^ ‘ 

95. The first movement of the campaign was the invasion of thO 



life army* fite 
mi a general 
French were 

defesbed wMh . ih$. Wt*bf 40&T men ; and such was the dismay 
with which 'tt&if ^disaster inspired their new levies, that Severn! 
th§e3^ad^ disbanded themselves and returned to France ! and 
a convention w m concluded on 22rl March, !>y which Brtfifeels, 
^orar, <fcc., were surrendered as the price of a safe retreat. It 
soon appeared that this convention was only. a prelude to the 
desertion of the Jcepublieau cause by Bumourier. But he Was 
forced, as already mefitioheg^ ^ pb } ) to fly for refuge into the 
Austrian lines ; and the French army retreated upon the frontier 


nfij&f Arcfednfe^ Chafes. After reorganising 
FrenA'.4}^uiapder resumed offeusivo operations ; 
action was fought (March 18) at Nerwinde. The 


fortresses, or formed an intrenched camp at Famars. 

96. The failure of this enterprise of JDmnouner led to a change In 
the language of the Allied powers, who, giving up the restoration 
of mo&iwrohy as hopeless, began openly to avow projects of eon- 
quest ^fd dismemberment — an impolitic step, which at once 
uhaqM^m^coiitost from a whr of liberation to one of aggran- 
disen^tS/With an ui 'account able inactivity, however, Cobourg 
by idfe/^th a splendid army of 120,000 men, till the French, 
recovering from their consternation at the loss of Flanders and 
defection of Dumourier, resumed the offensive under General 
Bampierre, and attached the Allied Hues, (May 1.) They wore 
repulsed with loss : and in an action on the 8th, in which 
Dampierre waaryAllJetl, the British troops, recently landed, 
for the flrst i$td& Appeared in the field, and the fate df&ie 
day was decided by a charge of the' Guards. The ^epnhUfems 
again retired within the camp at Famars ; but this position wa$ 
stormed by the Allies, (3&ty^3d,) add the French foil’ back to the 
famous Gamp of CreSarl | while tlio Austrians and British, fob 
lowing up their success, siegf : fe Valenciennes and Comic* 

Both fortresses were vi M#, defei 


Jed ; but Cond^was ohli^d 




item want of 
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aasanlt;ca^iMtol^ M ” '' M 
ofthe Ifcipq 

tWm^as'pprpai^^ 



jboa^iva^j^ jealously of 

Mratria, but was vi&emeittly 'pretM^ *>f the Count- 

wards Louis bis 

' iiiiyit nephew, Louis XVII,, the son King. 

97:/riio operations on the eastern i^nti«r^mean>^le, had been 
■ equally favourable to the Ailies^:^'he^Qf0iig of Prass^had 
- the Rhine {March M) and Cuitiiie, , 

#ho had only #$fiOQ, retreated of Wois&enburg, 

Alienee he was soon .removed to the ^onS&atid of the Army of 
'the $orth, leaving his men under the orders of Beauharnais. 
The Prussians, in the mean tkn% dovm helore Mayenc© * and 
though the non-arrival of the batteril^traln ^olb&ged 
* $>r two months, the fortress capitulated (July ^} aft^r a fhii 
attempt by Beauharnais to relieve i& «^to W*iv§4 
risen, to the number of 17,000, were jH0fa0&*on coi 
again serving Against the Allies — ail 
Jit admitted' their being employed against 
t Bojh (justino'^d Beauharnais were sumthoned lafjrili 
^Jion W Park, afcd 1 guillotined as an atojaemefct for %|$ 
fortresses rtho hame of the latter ha^ acquired ,a j- 
celebrity from the. fortunes of his widow, Jo y ^ 

^uent Empress of iYapoleon. 

9b. during the sieges of Valenciennes and 
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ffrwch 


to keep 
uphold 
‘ disor- 


anny had remained shut up in the Camp of Ceesa|^ti 
the Md against the victorious Allies ; at|K 
t they were attacked on the 8th August. Tl t _ 
ganised. Republicans fled, almost without irhig ^%tiot, at th<? 
sight of the enemy, and were with 1 tfl*» the . 

% ^a«t defensible poaittoht m& 

‘ • ' ■'*■'••. . , . 

■Was the revolutionary government in greilter danger 
"fnia ntff. Thfitfceatier, from BHe.to Dunkirk, wuto yi . 






ftfkm ttmrngh* ai*d £he settled 


mg to 


t%»xejfr; To*dcm *«& 

immmro inferior m «imW, dispirited and . teUMMplbjil. 
But all tie defteknefcs ,o£ fee French were speedily remedied by 
the and ability applied to public aflkirs after 

the appdii^eMef tie terrible Committee of Fufelic Salvafhm,, 
The whole {ibrwal of Stance was called forth ; a decree for the lory 
of, lJ$O,OD0 wi wu&j^ »|r^jfpcuted ; while % forced tax of a a$4t~ 
Mar^'M f 1 francs, confiscations, and the unlimited 

Isaac of assignats, ^to^fJgbTOrnmeut' hopeless resources, by 
virtually placing at He diipdsal all the prog^iy of the stale, 

100. Meanwhile dismay prevailed in the capltalyirliich was only 
fifteen days* march from 4 the invaders’ camp ; buf the jealousies 
and selfish j>olii$rjof tho AdTied cabinets prevented their generals 
from following u^heir imports tit suun^ses. The appropriation 
and Con# by the- Kmperor, and the farther 
avowed by Tkugut, who had ^hc« 
oeededf^ttite at the helm of Ausuhn affairs, had occasioned a 


coolness between l^rossia, and Austria ; and the efti- 
^\;Allied- forces was still further impaired by the 
^.^ : ^^y;;|pbued on the. Flemish fro*$*er, Instead of 
the w^ahened and depress*^ misses of the 
andbiheir Allies drew off to. besiege 3>un~ 
ku >r... wibfo, £j(uesuoy was invested and taken (Nov, U} by the 
^Eite -fatal false step, the blame of which rests entirely 
with tho fingliSl (cabinet, gave time to the French for the assem- 
blage and oTgaid&tion of their new levies ; and, m if further to 
facilitate tbo optottims of the enemy, the Allies broke up their 
vast army into uotacbmcfcts, which were scattered all along the 


Belgian frontier. Fft$8$$l by the orders of the CWtvenikm* 
(General Houehard at length nttaeked the covering force before 
Dunkirk, which was routed ; and the Duke of Yor% finding lii* 
fianlc thus exposed, abandoned his artillery, and raised the sfogo. 
Houehard, however, being soon affco|feeateu fey m Austrian co^pr 



1 %psAiG.^ep:'t793. . ‘ ‘ :'•*.**$&», 
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fski^k ®^pli<&, wag proscribed and guiiJofiried * pi& a you hg 
hitherto untried, 'General Jourdan, ^as nominated com* 
Jnai3f<i«^igje}3i# k ,' m j ,*v/ ,» 

101. %p^niea« were now besieging Maujl^tfg^ apd I^ndrecy, 
with tWview ofieeuring wijpter-quarters iii the Fren^ t^rrito^ 
amt Jourd#n ffcig directed byt^jp Convention to relive thelSyieejf 
pljuje. Awitr& from the-fat^ 6i his predecessors, that theater-* 
xiilfyo Wi? victorjr or ho attacked im* Austrian 

eollktig iSrce (Oct 16)tf! t^attignies, and defeatedfit/with .the 
Igss of doifo morion which Cobovg raised the siege, arid With- 
drew into winter-quart^ beyond the Saint re ; while Ahche'ipra, 
?J whe *bad succeeded jourdaiy^id the same iu the* hi trenched 
*etmp Ou the Rhine, mean' while, the Prussian^ had 

remained wholly inactive for two months after the f&Unrf 
JisiyQuqp, contenting theniS^^:^flth watching the French in 
the : r !ines^t^cissenlmr|C i Wwlo4at length by the torpor of 
his opponents, Moreau assumed tlua initiative, and attack ju the 
Prnssafm corps at ITraaasfm This hi Id attempt war t^pu ised 
(BepV'l^) with the loss of 4000 men; but was hot till a 
ihJnyJi later (Oct “13) that tho Allies resumed the offensive, 
‘wbejp the Mbdsaoi^burg lines w ere stormed by a mixed force of 
Austrians and Whysir.np, arid the French fled in con fttsiou&Imd# 
Bttuabuqp But this important advantage led to no ref nils/ 
though the defeat of ipo Itopubifeihs was hailed by a royalist 
nmomeht in Alsace. The Austrians, immovable irf their plans 
cinque* r refused to occupy Strasburg in the name of Lou h 
XV IT. ; arid the unfortunate royalists, abandoned to Republican 
Vengeance, were indiscriminately consigned to tbo guillotine by 
a d< croc of the Pomentiori, while the confederate army wm 
occupied in the si ego of Landau. But the lukewarmness of the 
Prussians K,d now become so evident, that it. was onl} T by the 
most vein moot remonstr^ees of the Aii;fi3au cab i not that the/; 
.were prevented from seceding altogether tM the league TainT 
$he Republicans, ‘taking*’ advantage of the disunion of their 
^nehiies,,agam attacked k th^. Alh'% (Ptc. 2t»,J^rho w*ere routed 
driver* over the jibine ; while thy yl^brs, following up 
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t&pjif the foffeses of Bellegarde And CMHoure, and rolling two 
armies, Which attempted to dislodge them, At Trneilas (Sept. 22} 
and JpfeaJon (Dee. 7.) An attemgt&f the Sardinians to expel, the 
their conquests iii J3avpy was less fortunate; and, 
of the campaign, ;|oth parties remained in their 
lonrier positing * * ; . ’> 

£* 103. But duidng these iudecisiih operations of th^ h^lHgerent% 
the so^^J^ r j%®oo had become t&6\*eepo<of a civil war of a more 
imports ^taract^r. The insurrection of 31st May,.. Wt 
of the Girondists, In*’ violent discontent iti these pro- 

vinces, particularly m the great towns of Marseilles, Tortlon^ And 


Lyons, which were warmly attached to that party. At Lyons 
and Marseilles the, l^bin leaders wer** put to death ; but the 
revoliof the latter town was crushed on the instant by General 
Cartcan*; and all tin directed perished without mere y by the 
guillotine. A similar fate impended over the Touloaese * but 
the citizens in this extremity proclaimed Louis XVILf^pd, ad- 
mitting the British and Spanish squadrons into their*, harbour, 
surrendered the town, with the French fleet in the port, to 
Admiral ^Cqod. The vengeance of the Republicans, meanwhile, 
was directed in the first instance^ against Lyons, tkfc armed 
population of which, to the numbef of 30,000, defended tl iq idly 
heroically against Kellendknh^rofy. >*The siege conthmedl^a 
29 ih July to 10th October* when, after enduring a tremcpdoi^ 
bombardment with red-hot shot, whieh. | 0 (j^.tnost of the build- 
ings in the ^esioged were compeit^;iiy\famine to capit% 
lafo % ^.|3w, wdth : tbeir brave com^fiiK! «fjPrecy^ cut, their wa$T: 




’ ? 

fitoatiav— the- remainder, ^eradoomgiMo giat the 
ttinmphaut barbarity of the Republicans. At , the head of file 
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Well-known FouehS, and the wretch Collot diTbl^SjWhmh the 


Lyonese, ten- years before, had hissed off their stage m an actor, 
ahd who now returned in the j^liittide of power to indulge his 
Revenge. The guillotine was 4S%low for their thirst of blood : 
* the prisoners, hound together byiixties and hundreds, were de- 
spatched by volleys of : musketry or * discharges of grape. These 
mkraiUades and fusillades, as they were termed, were repeated 
during many days ; and Bar^re announced to the Convention that 
4i the corpses of the rebellious Lyonese, floating down the Ehonfe, 
would warn the citizens of Toulon of their coming Me 1 ” 

K>4. The ruin of Lyons was speedily followed by the Investment 
of Toulon by 40,000 men under Geaeral Bugommier ; while the 
garrison, under Lord Mulgr&ye, consisted of 5000 British and 
8000 Spanish and Italian troops. The principal strength of the 
place lay in the fortified heights of Faron, Malbosquet, and 
Eguilette, or Little Gibraltar, which commanded both the town 
and the harbour ; and against them were accordingly aimed the 
main batteries of the besiegers, directed by a young artillery 


oiheer, who here made his first step in the road to fiime— Hapo- 
ieon Buonaparte, A desperate sally of the garrison t(KdNpp)' 
was repulsed with loss ; and the Works, of the Little CKbralWr, 
against which Napoleon had concentrated his fire, were stormed 
on 17th December* The capture of this important outwork, by 
rendering the harbour untenable, decided the fate of the place ; 
the English, fearful of having their retreat cut off by the destruc- 
tion of their vessels, resolved to embark at once ; and on the 18th 
Toulon was evacuated. Of the French fleet in the harbour, 
fifteen ships of the line and eight frigates were burnt, to prevent 
their falling into the hands of the Bspublicans. Three ships, 
and as many frigates, were carried off by the English, and only 
wweh Alps of the line, with eleven frigates, were saved to tijie 
Itepublie, -Near 15,000 exiles, of aB , ranks and age% |mir4ed on 
board ^ie depaar&ng flee% to escape the vengeance of their conn- 
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10?. La Vehd^^sboiiiided on fhonorth and west bytlte Loire and 
the sc^ aod ^xtends inland a® fa# as Brpae > Thouars, and Niorb 
It thus corresponds with the four modern departments of Loire- 
Inferieure, ,Maine*et-Loire ) Deux Sevres, and Vendee, and con- 
tains 800,000 inhabitants. The Loire separates it from theseat 
of the subsequent Ohouan war in Brittany. Its surface mostly 
consists of g^cftly undulating hilb separated by narrow Talleys 
the Bocage^ as its name imports* is covered with trees, but scat- 
tered through the hedgerows rather than in largo masses ; and 
near the sea, on the south, lie the salt marshes of the Mantis. 
The great road from Nantes to Rochelle is the only one travers- 
ing the distmt^ but it is intersected in all directions by deep 
narrow lanes, which in winter generally become the beds of 
streams There are no manufactures or great towns *, nod th : 
land, at this time, was almost wholly divided into small farms, 
the tenants of which paid their rents in kind. The peasants 
were a simple and honest race, devotedly attached to their seig- 
neurs — who, contrary to the habits of other provinces* were ail 
resident among them— and looking up with filial veneration to 
theirpastors, whose life and benevolence rendered them a faith- 
ful image of the primitive church. 

Amoi% apopulatiouthusoonslitutedjt^ of tho Revo- 
lution were Utile MMy^meet a fav<mmto reception. But the 
peasants at first in silence $ and it was not till they 

saw their clergy expeBA^r mft^ing te tako the revolutionary 
oa-th*^ that their indignation bffft Jfb^’Li^h itt % Vendee and 

of vmst- 


' Tho severity with 
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(Mftw&i V79§jPto enforce the Iqyy of 300,000 men 

Convention^a jeneniland simultaneous revoi|fc^|^j|#3l. 50/^0 
mea$t all rinks x^s^in arms ; a carter named Oathelineau was*.’ 

his intelligence and bravery, to the ehi'e£ command • 
0pj^j%iigiusJly a gamekeeper, and others of the same* rank, 
i^jrejdhied in the leadership with the noble names of Lescure, 
%^/ochejacquolein, and Bon champ : Charcttc, the 
^mkpt^kis Jllxwtrious band, succeeded to eminenco later in the 
{ War. * OfUlSfe forces jmder their orders, 12,000 under Bon champ 
Republican# $n the side of from 20,000 to 

^OOiTforraed the grahd army under d’Elbee ; and the army of 
tha^f arias, under Charette, numbered 20,000 more. Their 


,juf|^od of fighting wag adapted to the. nature both of the troops 
country. The numerous hed^siwere lined with con- 
ceak^musketcers, who, suffering the hostile columns to get 
€aq*)^fmvelopeil, opened on them a murderous fire from all 
points# Which was kept up till they fell into confusion, when the 
Royalists burst from their conee^hueiiit, and fell sword in hand 
on the thinned ranks of the enemy. In^ij^ded and imper- 
vious country, where every man’s hand was a|$|£ist them, the 


vious country, where every man’s hand was them, the 

^destruction of the 1 top ubli cans, whe^ onco bro|OT^a%geocrally 
^complete ; and the peasant victors, after floc&fnglo the churches 
to render thanksgivings for their triumph, returned home to 
their customary pursuits, till again summoned to arms by their 
leaders. 

1< *7. TBe early measures directed by the Convention against the 


revolters exceeded even the usual spirit of sanguinary ruthless- 
ness., Their. >oldiqrs wore ordered to exterminate min f women, , 
‘ children, ainimj^ and vegetation ; the, ijjMfetXjr being defined 
’r%l be repeopled by colonies of paWBtJ^Sai the hnmaniif of * 
tfe BoyalLstb, in the early stages of ^was equally cjppK 

cuous with their piety and enthusiaj^NBhur. . In one h^ptuce 
only, at Machccqul, in Lower atrocities of their, 

retaliated by the masssuii of 600 Bopublicans— a. 
|rime which.J^ after it its own pu^shment, by 
the subseqnepMesperate resistance of Naute& At tho storm-' 
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krie, uftd Fontenay, (May,) by the* 
and Larochejacquelein, not# 
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was t IhtrmUft, nor a house pillaged, though tho#t* #i 
been in preceding August Stained by massacres x>#^oyali$i£ ; 
even theilw prisoners were dismissed % a^|r „ bdVtg nmrked by 
shaving their heads. In mean tinman attempted, femunt 
of la Yend6e, through theS&rate, bad been repulsed;.^^^®^ 
chiefs ; and all the Royalist hands, to the number of 
drew together furA^ocislvo- effort. The fortified camp of the 
Republicans, im^pfihe walls of S&umur, was defended by2%0G0 
regulars, with 100 pipc.eS of cannon and a host of national gugMs ; 
and the first charge of the Yen deans was, repulse^* by a funoUs 
charge of cuirassier^ l^|h^^petU0l^|; lep^fch surmpuntM 
nil obstacles, and -{June .Iff) was a far more im- 

portant />nd thap any 'the Allies' hail yet gained. BO cariWua, 
10, <XKf muskets, and ll 3 bOO prisoners; wefre the trophies of the 
day, while the conquerors l<# onjy 60 killed and 400 wounded. 

108. A fter this signal vl^o^p^iYehdean leaders, instead of 
vancitig on Ifa^im^tdontly dli&ted their forces »g|in^ Kantey 
on the seaij|^|juno 20.) Thre^fourths of their^y#Bpe|»^f„ 
to their hofcn^ after the egffifetre of Saumur ; the cRs&ens,. ijl&o 
dreaded a repSttion of the tfo asaaero at Macl i ecout;; ^operated 
zealously with the Republican troops in the defence * and the 
fall of Oathelineau, who was struck down mortally ^*&i?de<V 
decided the failure of the enterprise. He died a fortnight after- » 
wards, and with him died the best hopt & of the Royalist party, ^ 
‘ 109, During the absence. of the grand army before Mantes, a 
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tho ifcepublic&n columns shared the fete of their predecessors, 
ajjAvii'We mostly destroyed in detail. The Oonvtotion, now 
felly leased to tile danger of the war, collected forces IVom all 
'gnastem to crush it : the lev6e m masse of the neighbouring 
departments was called out ; and before the middle of Septem- 
bar, 800,000 men surrounded la Vendee on all sides, Among 
these were the veteran garrisons of Mayence, Valenciennes, and 
Cfcmde, which had been released eapo-ole on the capture of those 
^places by the Allies, and were commanded by Kkber^^lt&esfe 
formidable troops were overthrown at Torfou (Sept. I0) by the 
heroism of the Ven deans under Lescure ; and Beyssers division 
(Sept. 20) shared the same fate at Montaigut. General Rossignol, 
oh the other side, had already (Sept. Id) been utterly defeated 
with: his column at Ooron ; and the whole invasion was thus 
effectually baffled by the heroism of the peasants, and the mili- 
tary talents of their leaders. 

110. But those triumphs were only the prelude to disasters still 
greater. While the Veudeans, seeing the present danger oyer, 
had as usual left their standards and returned home, a fresh army 
was already advancing under General Lechelle, a leader of great 
ability ; and at this critical moment the dissensions of the 
Royalist chiefs, as to the plan of operations, led to a division of 
their forces. While Charette drew off to the Isle of Nmrmoutier, 
the followers of de Imidchejacquelein were defeated at Chatillon 
(Oct. 12) by Westennaim ; and Lescnre was mortally wounded 
(Oct. l4) in a conflict near Chollet, Three days later, a general 
engagement was fought near the same place ; but the Royalists, 
Ut first successful, were dismayed by the fall of d’Elbge and Bon- 
champ, and the onset of tho hostile cavalry completed their 
confusion and rout. The Republicans carried fire and sword 
with umparing barbfcfigjf through the country ; add the Wen- 
deans, followed by tfe^iainilie$, to the total number of 80,000, 
crowded together to Qt Jlorent on Loire, where the whole 
body, abandoning Iheir native ;hf^|.anud loud lamentations, 
passed the river into Britfeny, {mL l&) Bonchamp d&d'trf 
■ his wounds at St Florent, after ennobling his hat nmmentsby 



at Ohateaii-G^ntkri fGrt. 25 ;) tot their prowess was mfp 
Pi by deipfcir, fhd wbi^M by the exhortations and 
e^abapleof their heroic te|^;‘;So. complete was 'the defeat of 
the ^^i^eaos, that scarce could be rallied at Angers 

after dStf' '’-action ; and while the mob of Faria was exulting hat 
the thought that “la Yendeo is no more J * ? it was announced to 
the Convention by General Lenoir, that “the rebels might now 
match to Paris if they chose.” Had this bold step been taken, 
it might at once have terminated the war ; hut the hopes which 
had been held out to them of effective British succour, if they 
could secure a seaport, unfortunately determined them to attack 
Granville. Having no battering cannon, they boldly attempted, 
to '*fary it by escalade, (Nov. 14 ;) hut the resistance of the 
Republicans was as brave as the assault ; and after a murder- 
ous conflict of thirty-six hours, the Vendeans were beaten off 
with a loss of 1800 men, and retreated f &mi the coast only a 


few days before the arrival on it of a British flotilla, bearing 
to their aid 10,000 troops under LardMoim, which returned to 
England when the failure at Gmaville became, known to them. 


112. This chock proved extremely hurtful to the Yendean e&pse. 
The troops mutinied against Larochejacquelein ^and thougS^e 
authority of Btoffiet succeeded in restoring order, the genef&fe 
were forced p yield to the wishes of the soldiers, vrbe had;||| 
thoir hearts on returning to fa VendSe, Rossignol, with 
men,' attempted^ marc^i&in two sanguinary 
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and dneun&berad Wiilf> 


train of Wo 


tnrno^tbalr^teps Stans. 

assailed . {Dei * 1?) by 40,000 fogfo^jll 
W &tCra|m»,*qpd Kleber, and, after a 
confusion to t&rplain, where men, Women, and children, 

Tolled in bdrrMe and indiscri in inate carnage. A few thousands 
who eacaps&^rom Mans were overwhelmed and .slaughtered: 
(Dec. 23) at»8avenay, fighting to with 

st&ncy ; and of 80,000 souls who hadcrossed the Loire ffcst Works' 
before, scarcely 8000 made their way back to la Vend% Matty 
of these were hunted down and put to death by the Republicans ; 
while others, among whom were Mesdames de Laroohejacque^i^: 
and Bonchamp, owed their lives to the courageous hospits$% 
of the peasants. 

113. While the bulk of the Royalists were absent on this fatal 
jxpedition, Cbarette had remained With a few thousand men in 
la Vendee, and had fortified the Isle of jfoirmoutier as a strong- 
hold. It was captured, however, during his absence, by 
Thurruau ; and the gallant d'Blb4e, who had been 
thither, after being disabled by his wounds in the 
Chollet, was taken and put to death. ?I^oehejacq£jeleiS^ ; ^. 
afterwards fell in a skirmish ; and the V^^fi 
ended, had the Republicans used their with nwdekimi* 

But the darkest of? the fragody^wjlow only commit 

ring; twelve corps/ ipfly denou^||ded colutm*, ‘were 


But the darkest of the tragedy^^Kliow only comm# 

ring; twelve corps/ ipfly denoup^ded colutm *, ‘were 
formed by Thurreau, with ordcSPro traverse the country ha 
every direction — seize or destroy all thl entile and gmin—T 
slaughter' all the people — and bum all 'the houses. These’ 
orfters were too faithfully executed ; and the fugitives from this 
ruthless proscription formed the germ of the redoubted Ohouan 
bands, which, under Stoffict and the indomitable Charettc, long 
Upheld the Royalist cause in the western provinces. 


114. But even the horrors perpetrated by Thurreau fell short of 
the scenes enacted at Nantes, where a revolutionary tribunal, pre- 
sided over by Carrier, exceeded even the cruelties ofj&nten and 
Robespierre. # The principle was” says a Republican Material), 




in tfceisF 

T l^with fat^f^I).^Tii ; sa»m %rk*i' 
onii^fwels, s®ld^TWJ(I by i^|he Loffcy 

^hitojnncd men op.jjv* banks cut *lowi^«B wfiifediio If&vcs 
taew ashore alive, ^n otliaof these n«yad$+ aa they, y ere called, 

■ ild^riest^ pemhedPtdg^W; in another/i^lvva^^ 

’fei^nsd to death on nrerg suspicion. Many Hundreds of infants 
\vfm anferig the victims y and to the entreaties of- the ^iti$$ns 
in ftipf favour, C&rH?r replied, * They are riper* * let them be 
L*\ The waters V»f the Loire were infected by the multitude* 
jatysoa, an^nren the hsUhceamc poi« 0 #ous fijpm eating putrid 
/flesh, In one inoiiffl I&,000 person v were eitbteJ^knghtnred or 
died in prison at Names : file total vietHns of the Reign of 
’terror at that place exceed 30, Out*. 

U^ffthe Vendeans in general met death with the most heroic 
fpJwfc ; and the Breton peasants, though numbers of them were 

*ua**1w* e.. generous-an'd 

these hapless 
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YI, flctgn qfi Terror — J^zemtfion of the Queen Mai ic- Antoinette- 

^ / and of TJanton. 

•I * * 4 ' ns? 

On the fall of the Girondists, the most cxtifgU^nt 

prevailed among the Jacobin s at their decisive triumph, a&d f 
forthwith proceeded to form a new government, of/wlach the 
J*nblic Salvation was the nucleus, Itobe&pierry, St 
'•lust, ygfethon, Billaud Vki*enno% and Collet d’Berbois, were 
elected members, and speedily ejected their mom moderate col- 
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117, The control of Jacobins was no^ however, established 
without restate© in the provinces. In almost all the towns?, 
the national ikere at first refractory*. but the municipal 
authorities, elected by u»iv^^||uffrage, wete every where hi the 
interest of the dlmocrat^a^||||tepower thus wielded universally 
prevailed. In the soutl£ Wfff&ce came most of the Girondist de- 
puties, the abhorrence of anarchical principles burst out ip the 
revolt whose bloody suppression has beeh^7#vio^ 

1 16. The terrific power held over the lives and fortunes of in- 
dividuals by theOonnnlttee of Public Salvation was rS voted p|re 
firmly than ever by twlfetw ofw® Suspected, (Sept 
subjected to arrest all, ^n.were in any way obnoxious? to the 
ruling powers, or . to any of the emigrants. The 

revolutionary com^it^" W^^frigli tfully:.1|L|d#ip^ W through- 
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and fee apotheosis of M|gj^ w%;eelchmted with 
‘ f>o*np by the Jacobins, who to^fele -opportunity 
fo'^#s|t<73 members of the 0<>^^o remains <of 
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120. Marie- Antoinette was fiinoe the death of 

tint? King, the royal fhmifyliad subjected 

to every privation andr insult v throng Banpttn ? >y an inge- 
nious rehp^eirt ^ y^ne? ty , hadISfeeii separated fron^his mother, 
and oh 4r the Queen was transfect t$ a dungeon of 


e# there Yoiore than 
We th$itavoluti<mary 
?cts was new in the 
d^coiibtteinent had 
f, petted 


the < ’oDudergerie. Af ter being c I osely 
two months she wasbruug^pltoct, X< * 

Tribunal. The trial of a queefl by**^ 
histoTy^jf the world ; and tho; 
whitffiWPljpJBWJe beautiful ha|i$ 
admiration ; hut she was condemned 

was gone through, and suffered (Oct Id) i ^ 

her husband perished, with a firmness mdvimMiftn hop<!f 
of rhe daughter of the Caesars. Few human beings ha*^ passed, 
in a life of thlgtv-«iiroJg<g^> i aw fit l vicissitudes, 

rough the revolt*- 
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ditfljp heaven itself $ and accordingly, (Nqv» y^frhpstianity’ was 
abjured, at the instance of the municipality, byGobel, 
Jhi ap^itato bishop of Paris. The contagiom inideUiy soon 
became universal. The churches were plundered j and a female 
of extraordinary beauty, but loose character, was introduced 
into* the Convention, anjl afterwards publicly enthroned in 
Notre Dame, as the representative of the Goddess of Reason! 
The calendar had already been changed *, the Sabbath and the" 
services of religion were now abolished, and each month was 
divided into three decades. Marriage was declared a civil con- 
tract. and divorce made Iegs$ on any grounds, however frivolous ; 
the natural consequence of which was an unexampled corruption 
of morals. All academies, schools, and colleges, were suppressed,; 
evep the hospitals and public charities were not spared in the 
general havoc, and all their domains were sold as national pro- 
perty. 

122. The Decemvirs next proceeded* to destroy ^eir former 
friends, the earliest supporters of the Revolution. BaiHy, the first 
president of the Assembly, was thefirst wha fell (Nov. 11) under 
Jacobin vengeance ; Barnave, Dutertre, and others soon fol- 
lowed ; and Con dor cot only avoided the guillotine by suicide. 
The generals Custine and Bouchard atoned with their lives for 
their ill success ; and the Duke of Orleans, doomed by the voice 
of his former friend Robespierre, died, regretted by hone, with a 
firmness of which his former life had shown no promise. Still 
two parties remained opposed to tbe Decemvirs, and yet more 
bitterly to each other— tbe Anarchists of ’the municipality and 
the Pantonists or moderate Jacobins, headed by Dan ton, Wester- 
mann, Camille Desmoulins, &e. This latter party had become 
estranged from Robespierre since the revolt of the 31st May, 
with the Teal objects, of which they had been imperfectly 
acquainted ; and the schism was gradually approaching an open 
rupture. The exasperation of the strife between the Dantonists 
and the Anarchists, however, prevented this for $ time from 
becoming apparent ; am} Robespierre, dexterously praf&ii|gby 
dhis singular situation of parties,, came to a 
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Wit^fclio % ga?f upthe Dafctonists tb * * 

lea#rs^^ &db<k the apostate bishop, 'Chaid^ej 

and their foBw0rfit^ihe Deeexhvirs. ; * 

4 ' i $$, 1 The . M&rch kts ‘Were first proscribed, and fell (March 24, 

3 7d4) almost a struggle. Their efforts to rotfsethe popu- 
lace' once more* id insurrection proved fruitless, and the unmanly 
cowardice of these wretches in their last moments showed the 
native baseness of their dispositions. But Dantbft and bi$ 0fti~ 
sans were not long allowed to exult over their downfall; The 
effort to reconcile him with his foi^ttfi##iend Robespierre failed ; 
and on the night of 30th March heivas^ arrested with Hevault de 
Scchelles, Camille Desmoulins, Lacroix, and W^termami. On 
entering the prison, Dan ton exclaimed, u At last I perceive that 
in revolutions power finally rests with the most abandonedft* 
Memorable words from such lips ! 

124. Theirarrest produced a violent agitation, both in Paris and 
the Convention, and Legendre loudly protested against it But 
the fetters of the Assembly were too firmly ri vetted to be shatiln. 
off, and they crouched before the denunciations of Robespierre . 
and *St J ust, who charged the accused with having been accom- 
plices in every conspiracy, royalist o? anarchist. The absurdity 
of thus supposing thorn in league With tlieir bitterest enemies 
wa« obvious; but the overawed Assembly sent them to the 
Revolutionary Tribunal. Their indignant defence was cut&fcort 
by Po u quier Tihvile, tfc# public accuser — a man in whouai every 
human ptikib^ even that of avarice, seemed extinct, and who 
was intent only on bloodshed. They were Sentenced to death, 
and met their fate with. stoical intrepidity, * We are sacrificed,” 
said Danton, to the ambition of a few rascally brigands ; but 
they will not long enjoy their triumph. v I drag Robespierre 
after me in my fall*\ t Y >“ 4 V.; f : 
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’ VII, lieiyn of Terror*~~Fall of Robespierre. % 
l^EhBdfttth of Dapion was followed by impaedlate liiidi tm- 


'every part of France, t md m r om hujjJ0$ 
$6^ satisfied of 

now confident ljTi^dW , lti , e§|fej 
/pitoeeded tb«dwpnd tho revolutionary army pf • atl ^ **%“ 
press, popular societies which wore not of&Koots Jfrom tlie 
oinb of the Jacobins. The situation of the dif- 
^jfife^^^ibinisters were also abolished, imdji wel y o ^conamittoefl 
appointed to carry on the* details of government * W^o Starchy oC 
revolution had destroyed itself , and -from its ftbs rose the 
stern and relentless despotism of a few political Robes- 

pierre was their undisputed kvadeH but ‘ hft wall^^aied with 
two others i^rSf^j&oT} thon. 

The former* tlie^tme pictur© -(^|p?ana^re and gloomy fanatic, 
was at once the most, resolute, Ine most sincere, ^pillie most 
Indexible of his party ; the latter, mild and half 

ps|Pysed' lit figure, was the creature afe tool df Robespierre. 
Raided by this triumvirate, who excluded all who retained any 
^sentiments of humanity, the Jacobin Club became the complete 
(pi in whence of cruelty, and the work of extermination went 


boldly oc- “ The vessel of Revolution/’ sakl St Just, u can arrive 
in port only on a sea reddened with weaves of blood ! ” 

12f> Seven thousand capti vea were Parisian 

All the COK4&; wt-r» 

coarsest an4 f Pi^^%&I^omefaro 
wm Slowed/ of ihp ms not proving rapid 

enough for >i t|^.^s^^^^ou|u^iwhvi11^ i he preten&i^id ^I 0 
discovers! W$ke prisons ;* and those i^m^Ue 

declared led gu*8otf& Tho 

procession of death luft Ihe pHsbn each : da^-a^^ ; 

at first fifteen victims were selected W number wos 

soon augmented to thirty, and ul ti mateiy% ^fce awtts 
increased in, proportion ; no one felt secnt#^^ <; !houri.j^i4 
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£i»fa from .inability to- best .ensjwtom ! 
tfcspierre,” "feys Ererbn, 


tin-own, tbemselv# under tke.gu! 
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dvic-v^^ to 'fans 


wM» iapprof^ated a certain a 


BiarkabteiSpfeee& ms ipro^wj^ by Robespterro «t this period^ 
fri which Wdistinctly avowed his belief in/the exfriehce efdod, 
and tlm the soul •, and on the 31st 

(June ?*> aia|gnsfie«B$Jtm,'i* honour of the Supreme UNfity 
was oeleb»te$% the g»Mf%of the Tuiterie*, in which Rohes- ■ 
pierre. officia . t ' m pontiC - As a commentary on this, a decree 
ftr p^adtifc ^; Mlowi«g -dayy^by . which, evidence against tb? 


dc®*** pdwe^wih pi s^(l$n$yifV >. 


i© next two - 




Sppear^tJ^PlSfa^fc^jp^ which evidence against top 
accused u^ : dl«peuses ferfafc ; 'when the wmy&Wsedj 

and, armed wftfa this.4^N^ei»of power, the proscriptfoBS- pro- 
ceeded du^|.the next two truths with redohWe^ r ^%«Wb^ 
Among the ||fehw4 'df victims wore the venerable Mahi^Sbe% 
the intrepid “defender Of Louis XVI. ; Madame RB*lhdt^i'^i|e 
sister of the monarch - r Beauharnais, the first husband of -%p 
Empress Josephine ; and Madame Dubarri, the infamous mis- 
tress of Loois XV.’ Thesou of Buffion, the daughter of Yeroet, 
perished without regard to the ilius tripus, .names they bote! 
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to be alarmed at .the rapid progress*, and evuknt desemt 
be proscriptions, which, beginning with the nobles and 
clergy, were fast approaching every clang ab^ettedowest. In 
the last days of the Eeign of Terror, Utul artisans 

are found* on the lists of the doomed ; and fhe ^<Jvwlsior> of 
public feeling was openly manifested, * Th^ Convention itself 
begp to tremble, as it was known thatihany of j|s leading mem- 
jWwtorere objects of suspicion to the fyas^iit, whose apprehensions 
'||£a been increased to the hi^iost degree by^fruitlM Attempt 
to assassinate him. Ifonriot, with otitis of his vfolentipartH 
sans, strongly urged a pew msu rrec^ion ageist the Ootfyefai»on $ 
and Iiobospicrre hynself, ip the »TacobialO] ub, made little secret 
of his intention .to decimate the Assembly by tlie.tfxHmWH 
tlon of his old associates of the Mo un tai n,— TaNiCu, Butfrdon d<^ 
rOise, Thuriofc, V#dier, &<\ On the 8th Thermidor .( 
tho contest* begairm the National Convention. The discourse*# 
Iiobospicrre was dark and enigmatical ; he declared that a con- 
spiracy existed in the bosom of tho Convention, and demanded 
tho pan! dime ot of thS traitors. The menaced deputies, how- 
ever, defended themselves with intrepidity. It is no longer 
timo for dissembling,” was the bold exelaraatkpt of Comhon ; 
“ one man paralyses the. Assembly, and that mart itf Robes- 
pierre” Billaud Tarennes, Yadier, and Freron followed in tho 
same strain * and Robespforte retired,"* surprised at the rested 
tancehe fold experienced, but<*mddont of success from tk# armed 
movement which had been jSxed for the following day. - 
**' 12?). The respite thus afforded was employed by his antagonist# 
in effecting a Coalition of their forces : the relics of thcGimilists, 
and the Jacobins of tho Mountain, moved by thev imminence of 


the coimnon danger, agreed to bury their differences in oblivion ,* 
and doVspicrre was confronted iu the (invention, on the 27th 
J uly, by a phalanx of determined and desperate men. Talife% in 
an impassioned harangue, recapitulated tho enormities 
ih*|yrant had been guilty, deduced hfeh 
them framing against the Convention, and endid'%f impeachmg 
treason, with Dumas, Henriot, an&ptbers of his satellites* 
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rwhkts follow^ wMfcmt MK1 
'lymnt t ,Jf - 

gf «3 nS$u* immediately iryested and 
sipiil I^M^enta. But the tntuiki polity 
by a detachment*: of 
ih to the Hotel deYiile ; 
of the Convention, 
i $&fk i The fate of&fce A sstiteMy, $ 
; to tremble in the balance. . * v 

ity, the firmness of *Tj$lien and 
fern* Theydnstantly passed decrees 
riot, and all tfieir associates of the 
la lot, (outlaws,) and summoned the 
to raB^f for the defence of their re.pre8dnt§tive^ 
agitation 1 b the city became dreadful ; but Hehrlotj disable 
to persuade his camionOers to f^|.on the Con ventionj withdrew 
4o the Hotel de ¥illc, whitber i^^as pursued by Barais, at the 
head of such of the national guards as remained faithful to the 
government. A terrible contest appeared inevitable; but the 
insurgent trd^at first hesitated, and finally refused to resist the 
decree of teflon ventiou ; and the con spi®atorS| finding them- 
selves unsupported, gave way to despair, died by his 

but Robespierre, j^^ ^aav had been sbatfc 
•t, was seized and ^^Stln triumph to th#| 

^Ste St dust, Henrio^^ptfihon, Cofifinhal, 

\ «hd.^co^^ngtion by the* 

despatched^ • and at foui^|tt^e ' 
sent to the scaffold. All Pstfj&wji^m motion 
grants, none of whom, except St Just, 
Irmi&s which had been so often displayed by 
Sion wept with tei^or ; and Robespierre, man- 
ottered a dreadful yJell when the executioner 
hie raa ffj atecT fi&aturea^ For some i 
itacle, to the multitude 

m the axe descend^ifg> 













WSJ. Internal Staid of Framed dvtring 0m '‘Mafed/^Terrw* 

\ v., * ' * . ;.*&*. « v : 

* lih Xothing could have enabled Iraueo to, mate head, against 
both her internal difficult^ and the attack of the European 
league in 1793, except the immense levies of 1,500,000 men, and^, 
the confiscation of half the land ip^the kingdom, on which was 
bunded a boundless issue of assignats. These great measures, 
which none but a revolutionary go wnment could have attempted,' 
had at the same time the effect of perpetuating the revolutionary 
system, by the Important interests thus made to depend upon it. 
During the unparalleled and almost demoniac energy thus sud- 
denly and powerfully developed, Franco was unconquerable ; and 
It was their combined operation which brought it triumphant 
through that unprecedented en&ls. 

132. The civil force exerted at this period was not l ess wonderful 
than the military power; 50,000 revolutionary committees were 
organised, embracing above* 500,000 members, whose joint salaries 
amounted to ^24,000,000 annually. Ail the active and resolute 
men in France were thus drawn into either the civil or tho milK* 
tary service. After the fall of Robespierre, it appeared that the 
national expenditure had exceeded £12,000,000 a-montl^Kgu . 
enormous outlay, which could only be met by an incessant issue 
©f paper-money, in which all government payments were mad©. 
But, Mu natural consequence, thodeprcciatiou of these securities 
increased in, proportion with their quantity, till they at length 
sank to a twentieth part of their nominal value. The prices of 
articles, of consumption consequently rose, while the means of 
purchase* were wanting ; and the alarming height to which the 
distress and discontent of the lower orders speedily mounted, 
necessitated the law of the maximum, (May 4, 1793,) by whroh 
all holders c£ grain, &c. ? were compelled to bring it ih, and sell 
it at prices fixed by each commune. The necessity of feeding 
the sovereign multitude was obvious and iinpeptive : in Paril* 



tfMte It 

‘ ffl* armies, Hhb sUle, and ^uhieeof 

t§hreki8% wera fa fact pajiio 

$to the agriculturists. 1 ^'‘ v ’ ’ tJ { ’•* <*■ ? J * * 

a 133. Anothnf expedient of tfe? f^ntmeat, during theftefgn * 
of Terror, was a firmed fcms.on the opulent etas, ieeeidiiijjf fo 
the amount of. !.$[&* incomes * wline the capital of j^ievtem" 
national dehi was virtually extinguished, by ' ecmwfcii 

into perpetual annuities atfive per cent, the state being for 
over relieved from discharging the principal. j$l the iheasures^ 
government, however, notwithstanding their d^S|*o|b'\isbverl<^ 
could not sustain the value of the assignats, or kuup 4ow» t iI& 
price of provisions *, the inevitable ruin which soon overtdefc tfce 
shopkeepers did uot diminish ibe *>vU‘, apd the Conyen^^ 
besieged with violent petitions from the starving peopl^'’^dttdti«- 
cumocy had almost wholly disappeared ; and the* change^|all 
the weights apd measures, with the introduction of the systbm'cf 
decimal notation, bewildered the ignorant as much as the con- 
stant ftnaiim lions of the paper-money alarmed the merchants. 

of Subsistence was appointed, with absolute 
tending over ail France ; laws were passed, forbidding 
the baking bread of superior rpuality pall the anhmth intended 
for consumption in the capital wore slaughtered in pubU^-urni 
the butchers allowed to deliver only half a pound of meal per 
head every five days to each family.. But all these arbitrary 
measures did little to mitigate the scarcity; and the impoas& 
biiity of maintaining the needy and imperious mob, on whose 
pleasure their own existence depended, was the grand dilficulty 
of the ruling powers throughout the Reign of Terror. , 
f34* Such were the effects produced by the Revolution, before 
the overthrow of Robespierre, on the value of property. Jfovcr 
in the world before had &* gr^an exptTim^'-b^» : ^udo, and 
never were the disasters of popular ^certdeoey hp fhliy extern- 
pMfied, Tfco chailgef ayhich had been begun in WNfer* to avert 
national bankrhph^lsaid, led to the most unheard-of 
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flame; tVefe 6t>$0cfihc& in the con- 
flS^ilo#; rf ’tho commerce*! colonies, and m&nufactnrcs of th^ : 
jjprotiy were blasted*' by j$r<eleo$teis despotism^ and a, ruinous , 
paper currency; The capitalists, .who were the 
principahjmhlie creditors, were crushed by tjie operation of the 
same cause ? VfcllQ th% miserable fundholders of small amount# 
whole ofdhetr little incomes, and were reduced to utter 
movensfent advanced, the shopkeepers, whoso 
bayonets, and whos<^ popular fervour so long supported the 
Assemblj^, sank J>ef$re the fury of plebeian revenge 
and the law of the maximum,; the Artisans, deprived of employ- 
ment by tire same causes, \beearnC needy- supplMtfp on the 
government for their daily bread^f and the peasants, ground 
down by tlifc maximum, fbumt‘^r^|tselves stripped of the |^uita 
of their labour ar^niminab ? -pl1ces, - aTi#themsel ves arid yhei^ 
cattle tom from t 1 \ eirtiome£ for4hc smdcc of the armies. ' V"H§* 


* ' 

IX. The War in Poland. 

v : 13& Poland, the Batmatia of the ancients, formerly extended 
from the Borysthenes to the Danube, and from the Euxino to 
the Baltic, Prussia, Moravia, Bohemia, Hungary, the Ukraine, 
Courhnd, Lh onia,ull ar*?tragments of its mighty dominion ; and 
"the Huns, Goths, and Sclavonians. who overspread the greater 
part of Eur<jpe, emerged from its vast uncultivated plains. But 
notwithstanding its primitive power and extent, the history of 
Pc^ted^^m the earliest times, hasbeej&one of continual decay; 
the great&t triumphs have been irntneliatfely succeeded by the 
greatest reverses, till at length $ie prey of its ancient 

proviats^imd hhe deliverer of f dtir6pe 4n*one age was in the 
next syrigpi from Hid book of nations, 

136, The cause of thia jt|pge pSem j^K t.ia to be found in the 
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conqueror of, , more §» $|#£ 


Municipalities and burgher# J&e ^co none; the 
power only as temporal ehiefe, and sefeioty, consisted of 
classes— the serfs who were held in degrading bgy^^ anrd the 
freemen or citizens of the republic. Among most 

complete and democratic quality ^v^ited^a^l; it 
concourse of the whoh body that ih^W^s hi < *ih© .nation yheitf,; 
constituted. Armed and eq uijjpeyi iff blithe martial pM&f of^ 
nomadic life, 100,000 horsemen^gt <rf Tol^tpes^j 

Warsaw, to legislate and di o|ph,irs sword ift/Miraltij 


and as et^individual possessed thought of :an absolute veto/' 
the unanm^ty, which would otherwise «b^,been Impress, ‘waft 
generally attained by the slaughter of # tM®cusan't«»;^^^ i erty 
and equality had been, the ruing prindpios in Pola^MN^ 500 
years before they became iho watchwords df the French Ectolu- 
tion; and so jealously were they guarded that the jurisdictions 
of the way wodes, palatines, Ac., were never suffered to 
hereditary ; oven the crown, though long enjoyed by thdwSK 
and Jagellon families, was always elective. The kings theftf*? 
selves, unsupported by any military force, were little more tha*|j 
supremo judges ; and all the effortsgf the greatest monarchy, 
either for the increase of their own pppftip, or the formation of a 
regular government, were unable either to overawe, or stibdue 


the fierce independence of the nobles. 

137- It is true that the impossibility of summoning a general 
diet on every occasion necessitated the introduction (in X$S7) of 
the representative system to a certain extent ; but duties 
sent by the palatinates . |Cpre8e^ted only the nobie^ andwere 
rigidly controlled of their cons^t|e^: Fre- 

quently theVieetin^^e^o superseded by the elec$*w& sb^uselv|s 
proceeding to; hold teamed f fiets unde* ImckJwH' 




- 

r we hek% 

s in danger if k# h*4 deviated from. fcii instate* 
e-tjoaa, But . in M%Z,';wsk'; $>« death of Sigismund- Augustus, the 
lV&$ Jagellon, even the eommarwiof the armies and the adminfe* 
of justice were taken from the crown— informer being 
\4k^A In the twafaat/mm'or marshals of Poland and Lithuania* 
■'^dF.-tjha latter ift great supreme tribunals composed of noMtal 
Theirtetery is throughout a series of desperate struggles with 
the Muscovites, the Tartars, the Turks, and the revolted Cossacks 
Of the Ukraine ; or of murderous civil wars between the armed 
confederations of the nobles, hr whose unconquerable valour the 
state was, however, repeatedly saved, when apparently on the 
brink of ruin. Blindly* attached to their customs, they were 
destined to drink to the dregs the bitter consequences of a piii^ 
less aristocracy and a senseless equality. ' 

138. The ceaseless anarchy and consequent weakness of Poland 
had early suggested to the adjoining states the idea of dismember- 
ing her territory ; and there can bo no doubt that her existence 
war prolonged a hundred years by the glorious triumphs and 
widespread renown of John Sobieski. Yet the whole reign of this 
heroic’ monarch was one incessant and fruitless struggle to 
“ rescue tho republic*' (in his own words) “from the insane 
tyranny °f « plebeian noblesse ; n and with the death of this last 
of their national sovereigns the Polish power was Virtually 
extinguished. From that day till the first partition in 177% 
strangers had unvur ceased to reign in Poland ; the Saxons, 
Swedes, Muscovites, Imperialists, and Prussians, pf turns ruled 
its destiny, nod the partitioning powers needed not to conquer 
a state which had already fallen to pieces. Taught by this 
ten Side lesson, the Poles at length strove to amend their ihsii- 
liuionsj tho ruinous pnvihges of tho nobles were voluntarily 
abandoned ; aud the iv w constitution of Miiy 170 J, besides the 
atoHth^of the veto, secured religious toleration, md tho gradual 
enfigci^^raent of the serfs. But it #i*i l now' too lato. The 
pmilani of the old anarchy instantly topic £|» arms, ooufl 


rated at Targowi^ md invoked 
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ilU toh$#v 

vrm:®M &<m& partition* by Rufia ?md Prussia* in pB$, ^ •/* * 

„ 13#; But the individual courage of the Bolen Wiaaihed 
unbroken. Headed by the illustrious Kosciusko, they tailed the 
national standard at Cracow, (March 3, 1794,) while, the populace 
Of Warsaw succeeded iu defeating.and expelii^^|:Humaa.prs 
ikon of tho capital* Notwithstanding itie al^o^^otal want of 
pgular troops, thejoatlue valour of the patriots eimbhp$^«m to 
repulse a combined force of Russians and Frossiattffl&om before 
Warsaw. But the Russians, under Suwarrofif and Wismn, 
speedily poured into the country in such numbers, as to m Hike 
resistance hopeless ; arid the insurrection received a deatb~t^pr 
from the loss of Kosciusko, who was taken prisoner (Ottfe. 4) in 
the fatal battle of Maczieiowiez. .Warsaw, with its for tided 
suburb of Fraga, still held out ; but it was stormed (Nov* 4) by 
Suw&rroff, and 20 ? 000,e£ the garrison and inhabitants put to the 
sword— a dreadful carnage, which Russia expiated in the conia^ 
gratlon of Moscow* Poland was now no more; the Mng 
sent prisonor Into Russia, and tho final partition of $ie monarchy 
followed* .The remains of Kosciusko's bands, disd^hjaijg to live 
under Muscovite oppression, sought and found an i&flum in the 
armies of France, and contributed by their bravery to bring 
Napoleon iu triumph to tho Kremlin. 


X Campcdgh o/1794. 

'• ’ f > * r - - >* 

140. 'While the land forces of France were gradually rising 
superior to the obstacles which first opposed their efforts, a dif- 
ferent fata awaited her fleets. Power at sea cannot spring from 
tho mere energy of destitute warned with amis in their hand$— - 
a nursery must be of ; 4nd hence 

tho naval- superiority «^-Great t -apparent from tb^e 

first. „ of tho 7-0 fiHgate&;nnd 75 

ships of itjbo oii^’had emigrated, and 
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cs, while 85,000 seamen of the host descrifftida weraea$ily 
im from her extensive mett$&ot service. , , ‘ . 

At tiie corimiehceo|^t of the session of 1704, the British 
ig^mmneiit, in order to check the rapid growth of illegal and 
revolutionary societies, resorted tojthe decisive step of proposing 
the suspension for six months of the Habeas Corpus ; and this 
measure, notwithstanding tho vehement opposition of Mr Fox, 
passed by a large majority. The trials of H|grdy, Thirl wall, and 
Horne Tooke, for high treason, immediately followed ; but their 
acquittal, ilfspitd of the strong, ovi cfeiiqg ^ddhced against them, 
was tftninenfly fortunato*at the period; * demonstrate d the 

independence of the courts of justice and pleased the people 
with an apparent triumph. The continuance^ the wfef wa^ 
again fiercely contested in parliament; but ^e OenUh<m^ by a^ 
majority of 208 to 55, supported the'govtxnmcnk The army 
wy* raised to a total amount of 140,000 m**^%i|^ding fej~'*^ , ~~ 
^prmilitia, besides 40,000 foreign soldiers oi» 4 the Coni 
British pay ; and a fresh loan of £11,000,000 supplied fh 
ciencies of the revenue. 

- 142, Mcmawhit the ascendency of the British navy pro 
its natural effects. To. the West Indies, Tobago* Martinique, St 
Lucia,' and Guadaloupe, were all taken in less than a month by 
Sir- John Jarvis and Sir Charles Groy ; and in the Mediterranean, 
where tho destruction of the Toulon fleet had totally paralysed 
the French navy, Corsica, which was disaffected t^r^ublmaxdsm, 
was subdued by a small force ; and the offer of Jtlf^^wnJto tho 
King of England, by Paoli and the aristocrats, was accepted. * But 
a tnqre glorious triumph. was to come. Twenty-six ships of tho 
line, which the French had, by great exertions, equipped at Brest, 
put to sea under Admiral Villhrc^-Joyeuse, for. tho protection of 
» large cefvoy^ and were 

under^r^l^i 
but on'^tne!>ili 

i \ * 

naval annals; tip 
obliquely 







preponderating force W bear tkr squiidion. Twelve 

French skips were "thus cut off ^Verpowered \ K but so shat- 

tered were tk© British^by the 'gallantry of the defence, that four 
of the number escaped affc^|Jiavmg struck their ©clours. ?he 
Vengeur sank with igost of her crew ; but six remained in the 
handf <g|Jhe British, while the remains of the defeated squadron 
took - iwSjjp fn 8000 were JuRedDr wounded on the side 

of jihe Frebdij; with a loss of pnly 1158 to the victors ; but the 
convoy escaped in the confusion, and got safe iSfoa 




Ijpv’Pie “vast ipariitary pr^ptions of the Republic were 
pushed on with u^Kted' activity: 1,200,000 men in 
th^Donvention ; and after all deduc- 
inSnjff invalid <fcc.> upwards of 700,000 remained 

Ippsable^a^^^lto'di greater than all the European tft qagy- 
fe^ojild bjinf agaiqst them. The genius of Caroo^ aifcf|^ 
^pa'-of morifc-frometion on which he 'rigidly acted, ga$i in- 
efficiency to these formidable nur^bers incredible 


efforts were made to forward their organisation and^uiptnent. 
The jealousies of the Allies, at the same time^d the 

verge of a rupture ; and the King of Prussia, engaged in the siejp* 
of Warsaw, and unable to support a war at once on hfs eastern 
and western front i ers, gave official notice of his intention to 
witWSiftw fimsr the confederacy. Tho Prussians were already 
rctii^hi^lr^li whep- this injurious secession was 
prevented by ibh^letnonstrances of Mr Pit$% and" tho cabinet |f 
Berlin, in consideration of an edormtois subsidy from <8^^ 
Britain, «sdgaged to retain 42,000 troops In the held; 

14t^The m mggn^g i evened on the part of the JMuj/wjr 

b w ■ 
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;.pu Teuatifty.' 



bloody hut W6o5dlve;&ctk>ns <m thefhmbri, 

tjffitke French were at length reefed across that rl wj but 
Flanders the Abies were tero successful. On the I&fcb of 
llbyi the scattered columns of the Austrians. were attacked and 
delated near Turcoing by Bonham, with the lose of 300 0 mm 
fmd sixty guns : the Puke of Turk himself owed his safety to 
the fleotneee of his horse ; and h was only the opportune arrival 
of Okirfait’s division which saved them from tot?£l rout and 
destruction. An attempt to force the passage of the Scheldt 
(May 22) by the main force under Pichegru, led to a sanguinary 
action near Porif-a-chin, in which the French were repulsed \ 
but none of these encounter,* led to any decisive result, 

140. The policy of Austria had by this time u ndergone a change. 
The Imperial councillors, dismay ed by the increasing energy of 
#ho French, and finding that no cordial or effective co-operation 
was to be expected from Prussia. hegan to regard the loss of the 
Pow Countries, for a time at least, as inevitable, and to speculate 
on securing an equivalent on the side of Poland and Italy, Thk 
absolution, however, was for the present kept a profound secret; 
and though the Emperor quilted the army for Vienna, the con- 
test continued to be waged with unabated vigour. At the end 
of May, the Republican generals, stimulated by a threat of the 
guillotine, attempted to recross the Sombre, and though at first 
repulsed, at length, forced the passage and invested Charleroi. 


They were routed before the town, (June again 

over the river ; but on the arrival of 40,000 men 

from the Moselle, they again appeared before' the fortress, ^gaiu 
to be defeated by Oobourg, whose army on this occasion Was little 
njB^pe than half tlmt opposed to him. On the "Mth of Jurus^how- 
ind omit able Republicans ero^mUp^Bamhre for t]fo fifths 
uni commenced the bombardment of for tl^e third 

tinffc, and Qohourg assembled all his forf^; pelts rofiof* pichegru 
took advantage of hk absence to bc^H^in'd take Ti 
Charleroi capitulated to Jourdan on the loth. 

3&0- the surrender^! Charleroi 
iat% who^ im the following day* 
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Mb ' ^Irit^ yet ^beeit ■ 


waream m im mmfo mweljr edntest# which hm yet fiem ■ 
fought, mA ended wii&ont any dedfcive mbit. The French hsik 
given way on both wings, -and their centre Vaft shaken, w%©A tho 
fall of Charleroi became known to the Austrian ifeneraia, wSo, 
Jte Obedience to their tecret b*det», imfemdiatelyfeH baA:. ‘ }|hbo 
advantages of victory fhmp^iimd with*© :Fr«ia^> wbo ; press- 
ing tbeir opportunity, advanced from <^rlerel.f p|d' Coburg, ■ 
first evacuating Mens; abandoned BrusiMs, after 'Some; : |rArtlsid 
encounters, in the beginning of July, and retired behind ibe 
DykL The Frusmans, meanwhile, bad lain inactive on the. 


Bbitie duringlte whole campaign, and in spite of the indignant 
remonstranelf of the British and Dutch, bow peremptorily re- 
fused to co-opemtewith their allies; and in consequence, Cfa&'fait 
and the Duke of York, in Maritime Flanders, faun® themselves 1 


utterly unable to make head against Piehogru, Tournay was 
evacuated ; Hieuport capitulated ; and at length (July 10) the 
victorious armies of Kehegrn and Jourdan met at Brus^R 
147. But%© Austrian cabinet, also, was no moveable than the* 
Prussian to bear the weight of % double contest on the Bbino, 
and the Vistula, and was already desirous of an honourable 
extrication from the war. The Allied forces retired by diverging 
lines— tho British and Hanoverians intent only on covering 
Antwerp and Holland, the Imperialists on approaching their 


magazines at Qrtfttoe;&nd (JMeim ; iku&afibrding every oppor- 
tunity of enterprising enemy. But in pursuance 

of a secret con v&fJ&ii* with Cobourg, the Austrians were allowed' 
lo retreat unmolested; while Landrecies, Quesnoy, Cond&, md 
Valendenn^, were rt^pturecl by the French, after slight »■$*- 
tance, before the August v ,4^* ; 

148* The rmf being thus secured 

capture of the fortresses, they resumed tho|>fiensi^ ftt 

theisud of Augu^S^ffi^.Jluke of Yd A* whose forms were v$ry 
inferior mm^^r0^^^p<»ed to them, retired Wh^Hfar 
“““ * * “■' " ' actions darti»ffSeptesal>«fc 
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*'was forced bf the enthusiasm of 
, by Bemadotte, and they* retreated 
This battle decided the fate of Fland^vwhieh the Im 
-abandoned, withdrawing their whole force Beyond the 
Bonwand Cologne were occupied by the French*, a^d the strou 
‘fortiSk of Maastricht, with 359 pieces of cannot!* v^as forC^ 
capitulate (Nov. 4>) The success of Piehegru on the*feide of 
land was not less decisive. Boisde-Duc was taken in a fortnight; 
(Oct 10.) after a resistance disgraceful to the Dutch wxm ; and 
fho P&kb'o9^ork, after a fruitless attempt to maintain the line 
of was “ forced back ^Bnd that river. Tho 

Sr#ljh imnigiifttely besieged and toofcWbuJoo ; and the capture 
of Jfrimegueto (Sov. 4) completed the dismay of the Dutch, who 
unjustly repfodfeheddhe British with having failed to save this 
important place from &0 army double their numbers. The Duke 


Of^ork soon af£e| se* 
general W aimed#* ‘*Jt% . 

‘ 149. t was now evident 
proaching i U dissolution.', 
opened negotiations, wjlth Franck at B&le ; and in the Diet of the 
German Empire (Dec. 5) 57 votes were given for peace, and 30 for 
the tijj&diapon oCJP^^ia.' The Dutch States-General, alarmed by 
tho spread of Jacobinism among their subjects, and considering 
themselves abandoned by th^.further retreat $f Walmoden to De- 
vender, made' urgent proposalsofpeaco ; but they were rejected by* 
tlie French goMugttlfci and orSene weY^^n^^Piflic^ru th m r 
vadfetho count|^pplf^^ rendered 

the canals passable. The Fre^h|Mfdmg!y(4 aQ * b7$5) crossed 
the Waal in force ; an<f the BtaStholder, perceiving Jftjl further* 
mistan ce hopcless'embarked for'En gland .* Bevolttt^iSary xnove- 
x^snts in al| the great towns inifnediately ensued ^pst^arn, 
^yde^ptrechtj and Haarlem, weleom| ^ y jhu , invadmfrns *<teH- 
complete the wonders the Jlutdh 
at the Texel,*tfa&. of 



i off the mask, and 
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wh«&# 

^ 

' was , .., ,, „ . 

tie $tfteh ,govi^afiJ^ 5 %|^ 'rtwwsiwiV' atMtte fcm#u» 
Amsterdam withstood theSfe: of this 

;3^^sto of military dfo&Aii, - ’ * ’ ’i h * * 

*150, Meanwhile, litflejtwmtage had been gained b; 
p^rty on the "Upper Rhin^tegi Jin the south, She IkT' 

■^ies, after tli^ir forces W^rMeased J&linifrLi 

attend a, ^sive superiority. -* $ $$ 
an/^Litt!e §fc Beniardw^j 


the ] 

were efltiatTy sue 
the fron|^r'pf ^ic^ 
by ih4 

summed rboTithi. 


P v b^fnfe 
these a m 



^|s^s|wrof‘ th^dejile^ on 
antages^ero nof/foltowed up 
[-the troops remau^||a|4|ye during the 

■« 

151. The war wi tKjgpmtf wasaao$a de&give inMifefe^uIts. The 
efforts of j^lj^Mpb^the disorder 

of their Wffe- 

no 1 e r Bngoimnier, 

flushed al at Toulon. The French, 

aslnming the* offenfive, attacked ,$*« Spanish commander, La 
Union, (April 30,) in his lines at Caret f tjhe Spaniards,, seized 
with a panic, fl.nl in confusion to Figit^Us, abandomi^g 140 
guns, with all their baggage and. ammunition : and OolHoure 
was retuhon, after a brAvc defence, by the French. In the Wes- 
tern Pyrenees, Spain was invaded (J une 3) through the valley 


of the Bastan ; 
lions werefci 



ijl the Spanish pusi- 
l^pitalatcd (Aug. 4) 


une and Julj 
| San Seh^tiiy 

without a shot being ^ncl ObSoinera had difficulty in', 
arrestinjj^to^ advance of the ^4itmy on Ppupoluna 5 while 
gulllotlnow^ erected at San Sebastian, and the blood of prij 
and nobje&shad without mercy. On the eastern frontier, 1 
while, the fortress o fcjMte garde had surrendered (S 
withstanding the La Union ; andi)ttgom$ 

M theJfennidable lii 





/ ^ "* ? */*'* ^ > * * * * ■ >; . ' 

(Soph but was him**elf killed in .the moment ofviotof^ JL 
second general ketion (Nov. 20) terminated in anotSear defeat 
this Spaniards; who here lost the^ general, Im. Union, Vigoftai 
• eni-rendered on 24th November; and Rosas, though strong^ 
^r$sotfed, mm reduced before the end of January %79&> Tb$m 
-ObmpliGated disasters induced the Spanish government to rft&&9 
overtures for peace ; but operations were suspended for a time 
by the severity of the w inter. 

152, The contest in la Youdee had, in the mean time, been re* 
wived by the barbarities of the Convention, and the infernal syst^n 
of extermination pursued by The Royalists again rose 

In arms under Oharette, and stuped several of his intrenched 
, ; while a new’ and terrible warfare, called the Cl mum 

War , was kindled in Brittany by the cruelty with which the 
Breton peasants wore persecuted for sheltering the fugitive Yen- 
deans. Luisa} o, Boumiont, George Oadoulial, and other Breton 
nobles, were the leaders of these new insurgents, 30,000 of whom, 
in guerilla bands of 2000 or 3000 each, overspread the country. 
A communication was opened with Britain ; and so formidable 
did this insurrection soon become, that., before the end of the 
year, not hss than 80,000 troops were employed initssuppressi^. 

5 * * 

XL Campaign of 1795. 


153. The conquest of Holland, and the other successes of %c 
French during 1794, led to a dissolution of the confederacy against 
the Republic early in the following year. On the 22d of January 
a peace with Prussia was signed at Bale, by which the King 
acknowledged the Republic, and engaged rmtto oppose the exten- 
sion of the French frontier to the Rhine: Holland, already in 
the hands of the French, was compelled to conclude with them 
an alliance offensive and defensive <md the whole weight of 
tire war thus fell on Austria and Britain; . A treaty was 
accordingly ooncluded between these twn jowearsi, (M^y 4,) by^ 
which ihe Emperor, in consideration of a *^000,009/ 





fibr«l;gtt#d 18 ) b^tWo^n il^i» and Riissiv&od Britain : 
'tyit the eOHjperalion 4#: the Czarina went no further tlite 
Bendin^ a-lgqnadron to join tfco Hoftb BearMockad»ng fleetumder 
Admiral ’’ ' * v' 7 ' //• 

154 Baring 1 tho winter, the French li^jstieeeod^d i« pip- 
ping iashijw of the line in /ftmTe**, which saiMearty hi Sfkreh 
with the intention of recovering Corsica, f bey #ere engaged, 
however^ (March 13,) by'/an^ud! British fouoe tmder Lord 
Botham, and driven Hack wii|lme loss of two ships eaptured : the 
bind forces were dl embarked, and the expedition giwen up. On 
the Piedmontese frontier, also, the Bardiniaa troops, reinforced 
by 35,000 Austrians, obtained some partial advantages dufmg 
May ami June against the French, whose troops wore ataost 
starving : but powerful rein fo room enU enabled the Republicans 
to hold their ground. The peace with Spain, however, — by Which 1 
fJuly 20 ) the French Republic was recognised, and the Bpahitdi 
half of St Bomingo ceded, r-enahlod the government to detach 
the whole Pyrenean army to the support of General Scholar, 
who had succeeded Kelierman in the, command of the army of 
Italy On the 23d of November, tho French attacked the Aus- 
trians in their position at Torino, and, after a conflict of two days, 
tbe^nemy’s centre was forced by Masaena and Augerc&u, and 
the Imperialists fled with the loss of 7000 men, 80 guns, and all 
their stores. But the season was too far advanced to prosecute 
this success, and the victors took up winter quarters on the 
ground they bad occupied. 

155, Fhe unconquerable Chare the had maintained the contest 
hi )a Ten die, with a few thousand men, throughout the winter ; 
but tho fall of Robespierre had disposed the government to 
entertain more' moderate views, and a pacification (which com- 
jirehonded Stoffiei and the Chouam*) was at length concluded t 
(April 1B5) on termet highly advantageous and honourable to 
tho''<b^%ent$. jBjjjt the calm was not of long wntinmme,!- 
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pm ®*® - v 1 ' * &■*** ;mwk„ 

m sorting the to 

#fi^ v t1iexxi in effecting a landing qjs^th© 

' undertaking was facilitated by the defeat s? < 

flier a partial action, had bedi$d§^ into rOri^t, % j&jffrd Brid- 
port* mthtfie loss of aki|ii|^ptnred» 1 Of* the i 

a^rdingly$l&00&^ ::imd d’He^my^wwra 

, landed with 80 guns, and stores and military,. 

n-mpse amount, intended to equi^a|||^ Royal- 
ist%.^^pl&n France. jSJfc Chcmans flocked to ; hat 

#sultoi^ mode of %K*ng was found imsuited fbr $o*opftfr 
Ition with jr^hkir troops ,» andafter some indecisive actions, $ft& 
i$tur^ed to ^eir own districts, while the emigrants, 
were olo^dod hy IJeeko in Fort Penthi&vre and the peninsula 
of^iberdn4dSi^i^tte and thW ^adeans,’ in coj^quenoe of 
J^Pnciodsor misuhdei^ood ord^arfro^the Royalist Committee 
*$t Paria^m^ing imp^ive. • 0 

reirifoi^eineiitiiader the Comte deffMheeuil, Puisayeatteihpted 
force the Republican iutrenchments — but ho wm| repulsed 
loss into Ms own lines; and on the 20tb, Hoehe took 
advantage of a dark #ud windy night to attack the fort, and 
Jjlftcceded m ca^in]|M^y escalade. A horrible carnage ensued. 

• yAe into, ^^ea, 'while 

^General llupa^^^P^^lien,' who had been sent down as 
government ,cqmih|j^fer, |ie vailed on the Convention To dis- 
regard ‘tljjs &hpact ; and, Notwithstanding the, efforts of the 
brave ih$prisoxmr% to the number of S00; men of the hast 

blood of Fran^^eri: |gi# by a military commission as 
and doomed fo4ie. fished with heroic fortitude} and, 
the meadow, near ;Auray/%Eere they met their^te, is still 
venerated, hy the inhabitants under the name, * 

martyrs;’ This dreadful blow ruined the 1 Roy«|j^^q^ > 
west, the efforts in. favour of, which amounted’ ' 
only to an ■ _ 

* * ' r ~%*«r G» — '' "" r ’ r ■*' p SBPr*t ‘ . i MSHHpi'* fc 











t Mtabtishment^f the Directory ? 1 

leaders "who had overthrown Robespierre were little 
himself : it was the effort of one set of assassins tosave 
from the vengeance of another faction. Bu$|fche 
of Ipublic feeling was not the' fes, decisive. 
pj^Wo# arose, formed of the moderates of all parties ojlp 


pi^aantofthe Royalists, who wore staled Thermido^m?iiiopx 
on which the tyrants fell, and who soon placed tSife* 
detonated opposition to the Jacobin Cl«&& and ^be 
; Wnnant of th^Jfonnidable committees. 

The first trial of str^^h took place (J uiv 30) on the mo- 
tion of Barere to continue Tinvillo as public accuser, to 

' which Freioo boldly replied, u I propose- that wo’ purge the earth 
of that monster, and send him to lick up in hell the blood which 
he has shed He was- accordingly tried and condemned, 
with the saturnine insensibility which eh^bctorlsed hir^^H 
Jfci» jgj^ was repealed, Xn^Gj^j 

and- the captives graduidly : rcleasttd, .fee 
b^w0:4mvid> powerful support from a 

' composed of youths of rcspecta^^feth, w& 

' ^ ^hostUi ty hi the Reign of Terror by the loss of 

plplfe'-or relations during its continuance* Their contests with 
the ^aocmis^Tb and a threat qf Riliaud Varenues, 

who dented at, the revival of p^si atrocities, occasioned the clos- 
ing of the J aeobm Club. That ancient den of blood was assailed 


by the Jewrate I)or6e. supported^ the national guards: the 
members Were dispersed, and an fitiempt at reunion (Sept. 8) 
was punished by a more signal discomfiture. The reaction to- 
wards humanity was still further evinced by the 
of Carrier, the infamous agent of the twywfcs nM '<d&v 'Imhmi- 
ties at Nanh^md b fUm repeal of the 1 penal . 






supphi . 

4tdhmtms of the theatres. The m 

enactments tewing 5 uwpb* 't&e 

tififerd, and other ' Girondists who \mS 
mfipiim by light, gave fresh strength to the Thonni 
iho* Talilen and his friend* at length yeutaredon thft 
the remai ni^ Ja^tj^i ; Ioa4ers-~Bii)and 
Bar&ye, ftlilAP'; hut tills hold 
the 'democrat^ already ir 
pro^m^m4 the depreciation of asfeigia$|6. 'Jfrt 
faubourgs, (April X, 1795 
^gH^SjaP^runken women, and all the 
th<TAfi?y revolutionary mobs, brake into the' 
vention ; but the insurgents 


vention ; but the insurgents bj 

Jeunesso Doi^e ; and the victc^^m^’Shermicloriaus wm 
with a humanity to which France had been long a str^gc#? 
Gbllet d’Herbois, Billmid Varennes, and Barbre "wore tpll^orted' 
.^Cuyenne, and the remainder of the Jacobin 
b'^^slle of IliMSi.-'A „ . ;'. 

BuVthe,t^l|i^>o£ that sanguinary 
mjusi* they stillafty availed themselves 

reduced the armed andferoc!^i*^w |n 
faubourj ^Wexcile m& more desperate effort 
their lost ascendency, The conspiracy, which 
time in agitation*, exploded on the 20th May, 

— 30,0,00 pikemen, vociferating for $jfcread, m.d. 

the constitution of 1793,” .surrounded the AssemMyw^P,. iho 
national guard nm&tered tardily and ineffectually to 
Jho chair was occupied tmBoissy d’Anghs, w r hl^ ^id^'in 
tins extreme peril was woXtty ol Koine in its bm ; day«f ' Hfe 
Mend Feraud was murdered by tfm savage mob before his eyes > 
but heipamtimied Ms post throughout the day, and was- only 
nt last forced; from it by his friends. The. insurgents believed 




- V 


**"#?*#* ' TV/.- -v. .. 

rt}/^>^‘^emtn«Jt,; to* Dorfo aad thcb^p 

,<S^Sl&itt#' i '*t force, and, after ablwwly 

..^irif^ ; 'thO pifaefflen wererwMd and expelled from the halL ,da 
:?$he|bilowin£ d$y, however, they returned in still greater n»m*r 
£ beffcj cannon were planted on both sides ; but the multitude 
Wereafc length appeased, and a pacification effected* T&ughtby 
these narrow escapes, the Convention resolved on vigorous 
, ineastttes. Six of the Jacobin remnant suffered death ; and the 
iligS, menaced by an overwhelming force of national guards 
I regular troops, (May 24,) were reduced to unconditional sub- 
mission* Their cannon and the formidable pikes were taken 
froha them, and the revolutionary committees suppressed: the 
, national guards themselves were newly organised, and the work- 
men and indigent citizens excluded ; and on 17th J une the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal itself was quietly suppressed by a simple decree* 
And thus ended the reign of the multitude, six years after its estab- 
lishment at the storm of the Bastille. The populace, now dis- 
armed, took no share in the further changes of government, which 
were brought about by the middle classes and the army. 

162* The gradual relaxation Of the rigours of the Reign of Ter- 
ror forms an interesting epocli in this history. The assignats, 
indeed, presented an inextricable difficulty : they were originally 
intended to be withdrawn from circulation as funds were realised 
by the sale of the national lands ; but as no purchasers could be 
found, the evil increased, till a national bankruptcy (as will appear 
in the sequel) was the result These securities fell to a hundred 
and fiftieth part of their nominal value ; and the abolition at the 
same time of the maximum, and the forced requisitions of food, 
reduced the inhabitants of cities to almost inconceivable distress. 
The Parisians experienced for months the horrors" of a besieged' 
town : for several weeks each citizen received only two opuses 
of coarse black bread daily, by virtue of a government ticket > 
and it was the despair thence arising which produced the 
revolts by which the Thermidorians were so nearly 
thrown, and the Reign 1 of Terror restored. • * ^ 

163. In the generalabandonmentofdem6<^ 
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£) of the infant King J^ais XVH* wb^.l^e 
ttr came too late to save from the effects off previous 
^powerfully awakened the public symjiajhy; and 
^surviving child of Louis XVI, (afterwards Buebess of Xiigo u- 
l&ae) was liberated shortly after. Meanwhile the Contrition 
•waS occupied in framing the new constitution, (the third Within 
a few years,) which differed widely from its predecessor^ The 
ruinous error of uniting all the legislative powers in one body 
hud now beeu fully demonstrated ; and the Assembly was 
divided into two couucil$-^the Council of Five Hundred, which 
alone originated laws, and the Council of Ancients, composed of 
mm of forty years of age and upwards, w hich had the power of 
passing or rejecting them. The privilege of electing members 
was at the same time transferred from the body of the people to 
the colleges of delegates ; and' the executive power was vested im 
five Directors, nominated by the Five Hundred, and approvedby 
the Ancients, one of whom by rotation was to retire every year. 

164. This new constitution excited the most Violent ferment 
throughout France, in which Paris as usual took the lead, and 
Which wasbreught to its height by a decree that two-tbirdsof the 
present Convention should remain in the new legislature. The 
Eoyalist agents, joined by many of the Thermidorians, wbowere 
disappointed in their expectations of power, fomented the popular 
discontent, and a fresh revolt was openly talked* of* . The Section 
Lepelletier, tltariehest andmosf powerful in Pdn%b^jE»methe%|siif 
of the Koyalist effervescence; and a provisiohabgOV^thment^^M, 
the fjentml Committee* was established by its leaders. The C^fpr 
however, le^"t|Osu| dl^energy. Though tie 
^ins and Beyalists wmb^seslio them^tho amy Ipl re- 
j and 6000 regnSbr troopriirere soon fliimbled near Paris. 
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AdT^pfc he artillery ‘it m& caifep of Bab^as/aboilnting to fifty 
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gm% m instantly brought in, and 
all the avenues tef the Tuilerics, ag 


command 
the columns of 


defenders did not nura: 
artillery ga\ e them a 
who were without eann 
at every point by the 
nine in the morning c*f< 
everywhere complete? 
rection, the promoters $ 


national Jhards, bO, 00ft strong, advanced frotthiM quarters. The 


i, than 6000 ; but their powerful 
advantage over their opponents, 
ranks were enfiladed 
:-shot of the regulars. By 
the victory of the troops was 
^ ended the last popular insur- 
jrere not the rabble, who had so 
long stained Paris with bloo^rot the flower of its citizens. 

166. The CphvfiNntWh 9 swayed by the influence of the Girondists, 
lined its tri^|rh mth moderation and magnanimity. Feweesc^ 
cations jit^bf&Nl ; and the voice of Buonaparte was constantly 
heard on the |4de of clemency. The elections of thelpou noils of 
AUcientAnd of Five Hundred were equitably cocn 0^NI» The 
Assembly, however, took the precaution, in cider to guard against 
; a retnitn to a royalty, to name for Directors ivc persons who had 
%eted for the King’s death— %areveilll|^-Lepaux, Lefcoa?$<mv 
^J^wboll. Barms, and Carnot fhnt tbopublh^ba 
amnesty, and the change of the 

_ ition iaio*ikat of Place de la 0^&(e. And 1 
last &ys of an Assembly, stained with so muck blood, jrere | 

By m Act <>f clemency of which , as Thibatrdeau ju#|ly sa&£| 

Af ICtUAs furnished few examples. ' “ J • |p 





' M7- Bir^ry Viml&lfy m 

pre»$k>n of Beckons, they found the affairs of 

the Republic, Wh «hro»i^d at home, in a *sory critical^ *&tua- 
iion. Thrt finances mssm m such inextricable confttmoJ t, that; 


10,1)00 francs iu paper was scarce W fra rm i» 

specie; and the taxes, according io'^hd^^nate '-of the, minuter 
Kamel, were 1 } 500,000,OGO franc.# in arrear. 1 The 
troops, -destitute of everything, h|^|^|p|ehrtoned by tkb late 
disasters, on the Rhine, and the ; i^^^s.,were deserting m great; 
numbers ; and the civil war ‘h^^^aidee was 'still unexiin- 
guished, On the other hand, with Spain had enabled 

them to reinforce their armies Both in l&JlPefr#e and on the 
Italian frontier. Prussia It&d retired from the struggle, and the 
Low Countries were subdued. Britain, baffled cnr^s^lSonfcinent. 
was not likely to take any effective part by was 

plain, therefore, that the whole weight of the 
on the unaided strength of Austria. , - • *■ ’ - '$$$& 

16$. A triple alliance had .indeed been eoneluded (Sepd. 
17116) between Austria, Russia, and Britain : but Russia 
far distant to afford tnaterialassi^ance j and Britain, at the end 
of ISfjp and h&g\rmln^^^G, wasintmiaDy little less distra^^ 
jW^PWnee. Partj^p^^had become 80 >idie»t, tliat man|$H 
Wi^pnlar ^ to ■ &?imp wished hm^tednotM^Pp 
<h%‘' , Wish, hi the success of th^>ei kpmy* The eiy foi^^lW 
\**hm high ttkMff 
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feVm these occa- 
bese measures 


t^epcftUtt^ w^,prqc§gdang to opek 
* A%|^8es.^ir A the contmii»»e© of the wa^M 
Vied iti both houses, iA •s.pi 

«pp 0 |i(^, ami the WMipw flu; 

dolMjf in the parliamj 

MW& t 1®9***« 

.4$|r aud'ifrep’ville Acts; which 
Bot hel&Vtndei* the san c tion #f a 
jtajSEatit arrest tof 41 Wo used sediftqus lau; 

Sfenik #ir Fox followers inmghed^ 

as eq&ffifii to tho%tabIistimrnt of Uespotistil f shut they were 
passed byoverwfiehiiing majorities ; an&were cCjftaftdy not fouf«i| 
in practice, to produce the mischief which their .oppone 
confidently predicted. As a concession to the other ; 
overture for peace was made (March 8, 1796) to tho ‘ 
but the announced determination of France to retain the Low 
C^p^ries at onco closed the attempt at negotiation. 

K^ri'he first active operations of this memorable campaign 
’MfycTp in hi Vendfse, where Hoche, one of the ablest and most mo- 
’derate of the RtpubHcan leaders, betiding ah army of 100,000 men, 
succeeded in t^e .eppteat J>y the capture and execu- 
tion of the Koyahst/hhie^^^P^I^I 1 Meanwhile 

; : : Clair- 

fait, the victor of Mayen ce, was shpir&oded in the chief' command 
on the Rhino by tho Archduke Charles -~a step which, howe\er 
Undeserved by Olairfait, was soon justified by the g^cat aMUtios 
prince* “ whose soul” (lit tho wotd|pf;||^gl* i eat 
,%hagoui^i 3 apofepn)f ^longed \o the heroic ngefi0jm |oart 
Wit&at of Rhino wore nearly equal on 

both sides, but the IrOperaRsts were greatly superior in ’caypJry* 
Oja tlmfcover Rhine, t%f:4tchduko had 7L000; jnfint^y and 
81*00*1 cavalry, to opbe^lM army of thollfH^f aitd Jjtense 
Imd^fpurdan, 63,000 k?^ e * 

‘ whilfligMorcau on the *$|lfeper Rhine, with 71^000 and 
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confronted Wa rmser, 
6^000 fbot md 2%000 horse. But of- 
' L ' \were despatched, : 





ftosiihe 


to uAck While 

SoseHe^d Slmafe Buttheyfi 

ua*e$6^^ till thejend of May; tho^ : *j.^ 

that laio on^io &rre or Masellewould ~ 

Buooa|»a^W^m Italy, by compelling the Fro 
Bhine to breakup into the frontier fortrcafees. M : 

length (May $3) the French £eiWral, Bleber, passed the Rblueafc 
Buaseldorf, «fd gained some advantages 1*9* the oc^ opposed 
to him : but the Archduke bringing down on him his main forces 
flrohi Mayence, drove him back with lqsss across the river* , 
jMoreap i& the mean time, after misleading the Austrians by a 
fi%tied attack on Mannheim, succeeded, out the night of 23d Jtme, 
in passing the Rhine at Strasburg with his whole army, and guis 
prising Kehl — an exploit which, has been highly eelebrat^Biit 
the ImWd of which was much' lessened by the We«tei^'|Bod 
dispersion of the enemy’s forces. * The Archduke (uoirleSl 
in command by the departure of Wurmser for Italy) instantly 
hastened to repel this ; adt^Aeries of bloody but 

indecisive feanfe^ of the Murg and the 

skirts of thcliitoit' !%^^||^'|Ar<d3iduke- at last, fearing the 
interruptiohbf his c<^:m^^ons, drew oif, la the middle of 
J uly,towardaftiit^ard iMid t&d&eckar ; while the French detach* 
meats, spread through 4h© Black Forest , |o the 8p?m frontier 
At the same ’ib»fy on; the Bower Bhine^^pera * '^srtensleb^r 
had been forced back to the Maine: by tfeAWsW superior 
Jourdan : and the French \ 
had occupied Frankfort, 

171.' GWunaiiy wa£ 


armies greatly? 
under the AFdidh^d 
^M<p. But 


£ two separaW by 

»*hose opposed to themr^that 
men In garrison on the 
:rgea^alshipff|he 




|g^^a4 -witfeWt risking a pitched battle, he fell tewi-iAh 
if^Skar to the Daitube, Waking aU the bridges^^hiiie Wdrfce#s#» ■ 
leben, pursued by Jordan, ,tetreate<i in a 
Naat* ICth August, the Archduke, leaving h&iqur with 

3& > OOOi»a^1to , 4fctakehfi^ north* 

w^|^$th . #%000, and i outing War fcenshbm, fell with united 
o a Jourdaa, 'Itfsetich vanguard, hnd# 

Bfiirhadott^ wa|;, crushed at TtunJng m km 2^d ; -and 
later the nmh^M^iy was defeated .at Ambers:, and saved from 
destruction only by the firmness of Ney and the rearguard. 
The battle of Wurtaburg (8c,pt4?) ended in a still more decisive 
overthrow of the Republicans^ who fled rather than retreated 
across the Lahrr, abandoning great part of their .artillery. At 
Asehafibuburg, being reinforced by MareCau with the corps 
Vhlc.fi had blockaded Mayen ce, Jourdan again (Sept 16) awaited 
tie attack of the Archduke, only again to be routed at all points ; 
and another engagement (19th) at A I ten ki return, whore the 
gallant Mareeau was mortally wounded, completed the discop- 
iifcuro of his army. The French, recrossed the Rhino in the fnost 
eop^l^%tute of disorganisation, having lost 20,0u0 toon in their 
Tia^0i‘irm% the frontiers of Bohemia. . 

* 1/2. Austrian prince was pursuing this victorious 

career on uie - B|^^atour was hard pressed outhe Banube by 
Moreau, wdio^eajp^'l^rly doubled in number ttie forco opposed 
to him. After defeating the Austrians, however, at Fried berg, 
(Aug, 26,) Mores a continued for three weeks occupied in in con- 
sider abb* movennmts in Bavaria ; till the ti dings of art attack upon 
Kehl, (jSept. 1 3,)af ter the battle of W urtzburg, roused hi to to a sense 


of his critical position Ontbe&Sth of that month, htcom^enctd 
Ids retreat of 200 ihil^ ♦ /rpm, ihot^er p Hjjio Rhine, with the 
hostile columns gathe^\^|p^tol^ from all quitters ; tot 1 his 
army of 70,000 men Whence 

in i is comma odor. Turning hk cipimmnmtMp 

with the other corps 
defeat ’(Oct* %) at Bibernjt^i- apKi m 
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* flf ' ifcfi -Black 


to mter&^'hifcfc 
Au&lkiia; i»d • Monger 4liolt«p fox 

‘ ''li^^l^t WalWqjt,d*^^ — *" - 



- Atal I d te 4et&& 'tokfitoBk. 

kit this well-judged advice was rejed^d, sad .pdifei ve 
orders given fc*' the attack of Hunirrgen and f$^l y ' witi^^ 
Freud* still held on the right bank of the Rhine. &ebl was 
accord&gly invested, (Oct. 9 :) hat the siege* itmd the advanced 
season of the year, and the presence of the French army 
opposite hank, presented obstacles of no ordinary ‘hind ; Aiwlffi 
obstoaoy and length of the defence did honour id Pesabt m0jfa 

t rt:- At length, after the outer works had l^^ stoxmed : 

o bulwark riddled by 100J)00 cannoi|-shot and ^,009 bombs?* 
it mpitulated on S^^ati^Axy 1797— and H uningen sharfd^^' 
saWfateoh Hat February. 1 Thus ended the German 
of 179ft the military successes of which, on tfc#- part'^fpK' 
Austrians, w^^mainiy owing to the,ap^^^||^y ; t%fe Jbdtt* ‘ 
duke, of^bse^ti^tegk principles which nmfe^emidf c^di^etd 
to the Italian triumphs of Buonaparte* moral 

which resulted from the French irruptkn into tothany ireref 
not less imjmrfanh The cruel exactions and arbitrary conduct 
of the J^nbps&ns- effectually opened the eyes &f tfob people 
to the 'ti^ <: -natuifc aml>ition---|peir retreating 

armies ’ 


ultimately v »e|^dd 

1 74i«.y}l$wjtib# -ye^ 

FrussW^'^fi^ty " 

XAogv ft) 



!f||gj 

UPWi *$*#& 




P^^jj^^S^in-' ^jhme'eiSa^o 

rlftfe P^i ^t>/afliu>ri: of B^S$.a? the mercy of ) EM 


g$ri<& sqpnf'aftcfr brought abow 
auJ ftnpi re. * * 

^^jasactions were in progress?! 
"g Cdntimieji f t<> ride tn»w»J$fp 



‘a%nire 
wM> St 


I^t7$w ^^|®'|fc^i|^^p5^Mnsactioiis were in pi 

f^ktinmijo ride tri 
SM^|*i rt of the ocean ; while tlio French fteetQ 
$lp$ iforts, cott^nej^her protect their commer^ 
maritime expec ftofing the present 'fe^_ 


Imcia, Essequibc^ kod .Bettiera^dp the Wdst^Indie^jgS the 
Batavian settlements of CeyJd%Sfalacca 3 and Cochin mine" East, 
were reduced by the British.* aiuf a pa^rfuFDulch' armament, 
defined to retake the Oape* z%ds capture! in Bpldanha Bay by 
Admiral Efphiustonc, StlDOtaiugo still ^Bti^ied distracted by 


Admiral Elphiustonc. Stf>otningo stilL^^Vied distracted by 
-the servile war which had been t^e extravagant 

visions of the French philautbroilHgHM^itiier were the 
British able to acquire, nor the detain, any control 

over its savage and infuriated population; ^&9i| 4 notmthjtanding 
her naval successes, the situation ofv-Bfitafn was su^fedently 
discouraging. The easily excited jealousy of Spain against the 
British naval power had been artfully fanned by the Directory, 
till the court of Madrid was induced (Aug. 19) to conclude the 
treaty of St Xldefonso, for an ofFensiveand defensive alliance with 
Franco ; aiid this fatal compact, whei&e arose all the subsequent 
disasters of Spain* was followed up (Oct S),by a fonnal declara- 


tion of war against Great Britain. 


iln saw the whole 


European coast, from theT^cel to Gibraltar, arrayed against her ; 


for a general peace. ; £ord Malmesbury, the British envoy, 
rmched,'P$0* : M J^^Gctobc^ an^i^e negotiations , continued 
fbr two bfatB* 

the bflfefe^^niipii; of 

of the Ereh& ami I>ntch of 
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i t 

Here lie first 
,., ...», ,^^ef arid 
reputation 
fcfcr 4 Wrn^tbu * <x*tT®iand 4t file 
the G&m$akgh * But in 
^ foil of Bobespierre, 
andtki^gj* vpfljW^' 

{SflfA) ef;Jd|* wn^?’ 

ritjr^«a ahneal^ 


brought io^vmrd by, Barits jibe iiwmner d^tap^in page #$, 

to Save i&e Couvcntjea on ffce 13th ¥en- 

KS in^iref^elQ^ to 
| aecidtnitaiacqnaintaiiijo which he 
t jjjfeftuxn# Beauhanu^, (afte«&*ds 
.hughapd had fallen hf the 
^ v ,|ppace aa4,feeau^y $f this 
c on the young general, 


m 


[ mn 

abition cfwffrfbot^d to strengthen, as she was 
fefeafdderab-le in.fi mmoeover Barms, Buonaparte 
and with her received, through the 
ife a^|,^amot ? the command of the Italian 
which he set out twelve days 

* of which he now assumed the command did not 
^hn 42,000 men, in the most miserable state 
: !:nayatiy 4|^fc^most dismounted, and the 
$»Wt -ea^d ^jHy|;,Thef had\n#Her“ tentf, 
|fime beer^'i^Jbalf rations,; 
IV, however,'|^ some degree 
M'wrs themselves were mostly 
Hon y md their chiefs, Masseur 
t al ready *tagp& to gN# tokens 
l;*o these, the^ies had £0,000 
i md .Coftii Vrlule ..% 
fk% fikn ij* y of 

?fim J?*» 





>r & 


ilea< 

‘ USX. The 
the Bardiiii 


fe mountains, 

lapartewar' 
far Colli, ^penetrating i 




_ iftedth^; 
attack of the 


the Col dfe|8adibone ; but' as this ni^0uy«© ^ 
ac©pnhjbtioia of the bulk of hla ^ ^ ^ - - 
B#0lieu moved towards Genoa, in<! 

^sd^tes came into contact at MontenotL\ ^ ( 

- Austrians been successful, it woul^ht^ftit in two the Frond S', 
line of march ; but the determined valo^H Colonel Eamponnnd 
the advance, gave Buonaparte time to cross the ridge by nighty 
and get in the rear of the enemy, who were enveloped and com- 
pletely routed, (April 1&) Sucbwas Buonaparte’s first victory; 
and this success was followed up by Augerean, who routed the 
Sardinians at Millesimev and captured General Proyero wttii ltoO 
men ; while Buonaparte hii 


ficairied the 


from the Austrian^ and 



maintained it jktqjttfr of the gallant efforts of" 
regain it. TheWUle plains of Piedmont uohrjj 
victors, who turned all their efforts to crush the rotsfed&g-'&rragth 
of the Sardinian army,* the intrenched camp of C^^^'tumOd ; 
and Colli, defeated by Serrorier in a severe action MoMovi, 
(April 21,) was compelled to abandon Cherasco to the 
The danger of the capital now struck the co^^of Tur^|8B f i& 
consternation ; and though the French } M W Xlgo arallery, 
and were still inferior, particularly m Allies, a 



negotiation was opened with Buouapar 
Coni, Cova,aod Alessandria, $$|jea* up as the price ofWairms- 
tice. The definitive treaty was Signed on lhth May, by which 
the King of Sardinia withdrew from the coalition, and eedeel 
Savoy, Nice, and Western Piedmont to the Fmfceh S^ttblic, 
whose troops were allowed a free passage through his reaching 
dofninious. # t‘ , v ' 

1B2. Beaulieu had retired behind the'F4Moj^|| to coyer the' 
Milanese territory ; ahd Buonaparte/ whose 
secured by the ^Sardinian treaty, lost no time in 
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. 

; ,.-: # t# tTtiVd m»; , y*| 

ipb^ma^suLSi 


ES ^**^* ’V 


IVf| «q >» TV ■; '■), *1 ill 0 n-W-.i »I* 

l757?tte7B&3?0 


IS tb* mean lame Buoimpa^to 
ThfcgSWS^of the AM^^k 
4<0tA bj! 12,000 foot,; and** 
artny ; Sbut fife French general. 


for Milan, 
bridge e&Lbdh wm 

In person*, 


forced the |^i|iHiS defile (May 10) In the f^fe ^^itremendons to? 
of .grapenii^md the enemy recreated x .vlth tJPIoss of 8000 men 

and haroijsm displayed by their y«*ung commander 

in thls;:|^pp^had an extraordinary ofeefc ou the soldiery,, who 
bosto^^i^lpn the familiar surname, ever afterwards veBaim- 
here% 'di-lhfeSa^tle Corporal. Beaulieu nowyetired behind the 
entered Mila** (May 15) with all the 


pomp spfjijl 
whoenthul^ 
ihna^i>J| 

repubUe^i;® 


TfefSjH&i 


fflfe fr, «'.!^gnrf4 the acdto^tioiM &f the populace, 
him as thek generator from the long 
^P^^^wpppprcssion; i|id the destined restorer of 
%ime national guards were organised, and 
^j^ihonttes established throughout lfembardy«;$: 

Milanese were soon ^uejly dispelled 
ry ^ptri Wlptcim levied by the Victory, whos# £jfetein 
w %inr* now began be deyelo^^ll 
Ij0,^^o£ franc* <£800*00^^1^^4 


E «nl l«ii a ? ETHF w*p| ll $ TITO hllV j 


’ ImM »I 5l:ii£»| 

S ■(•.'^ f. * 



£<H^Legnago, belonging to¥^|fce 9 
bbtio intimidated^ tlmt they Agreed 

to furoii& .^l^itou^r 4%< ti^0 * supplier which be required. 
BeaulieU litfifed bis beaten army to Boveredo, tod€f»ad the 

passed of the Tyrol ; the King of Naples,* alarmed at the retreat 
of the Austrians, obtained an armisi^ from the French, and 
withdrew his troops from the Imperial camp ; and Buonaparte 
availed himself of the leisure thus obtained to remain- 

ing hostility of Northern Italy. The Genoese Republic submit- 
ted at the first summons, renounced the Ausiriamajltance, and 
received French troops iutO its fortresses. The Pope was more 
severely dealt witlb porobasi^ a respite only by the surrender 
of his frontier towns -and a 

payment of fbsnca But the 

Murat, though chiefly directed against the Rfitisf ^tr^%ndise in 
the port, was an outrage the of 

Tuscany, in whose territories it "was 4f ^h* 

earliest allies of the French Republic, mA bag 

a splendid reception to Buonaparte at -Florence. ' ^ ;, - 

4 104. During, theft; transact ious, Mantu^ the 
ed by the Austrians in Lombardy, had been closetpp^wefe%d by 
SerTurier, and the Aulic Council of Vienna re$ol^d'^i^H|^j 
most energetic measures forjts relief , MarshaL%Uf^pi^ ***; 
aim ^Jtosi|icsie^:waii swj^ned 




i$ttahsi : . party already anticipated the verifica- 
tion ;dt iWfll^erb^Imt A* tombaftho Frmch; 

feofiii' <^"iia«iiibar ^fr tikW- ~ 
drawn ^l«5 0ouT)cit^|^|“" 

and ih«*r «r»f was split Jnt 
severally, h/ W urtnser and Qu 
lake of Gar^a, c Still the 



w®eip : dtivmin ;‘*and while ijlgaft 1 
nenridbt, the a i Mantua wasraisod (J £®& djM 

W^r^mr himself. jtat the passage of the Mindfe^ h 
was , the |erm of Wurmser’s success; \>yexte»m|lf his line too 
widely, i» order to effect a junction with {JuasdaUbvi eh, he laid 
iiimseif open to the attack of Buonaparte, who farced his centre 
with great la&s (Aug-S) ahLonato, while Augereau retook Cas- 
tigiione. A decisive conflict at Medela (Aug* 5) ended in the 
defeat of the Austrians ; find Wu rinser again withdrew his shat- 
tered battalions* to Roveredo, having In seven days lost SO^OOO 
mm and 60 gnna, with no compensating advantage except tha 
relief of Manhra * , . ,> ■ V 

' woeks after this terrible struggle the contest was 

suspeaj^ wl^jl^yh .aides rceruited their ranks: the French 
receivi o^Um^r tan tmocessio n% not only-from France and Lom- 
bardy, but val of nuiueroua|pcles who were deprived 

of a homAh|||ppMd_ partition of their country, and who formed 
the nucleus ;of Me fan urns Polish legion. The two armies 
(ra&bt broke up at the same time — Wimnsor 

de»0^itng^l:;,Brantft, while; Buonaparte asetffided the Adigfc, 
corjNf^f Bavidovj^cwhi<jJi had been 
^ , -Aibssr^^dtii's- *evere*#ghtiwg {Sept. 


:/* : : 

d^ v ^.^tich' entered Trent, the capital of 
-Suit ^nrmser still continued to press on for Ifeftma, witli the 
v|ew of getting into the rear of the enemy ; .arid Buonaparte, 
leaving Vatibois to deal with Davidovich, hastened back through 
|Hte torribIe gorges of the Val Magana to cmcotrnter the indefati- 
galdo veteran. The battle of Bassano (Sept 6.) at the mouth of 
the defiles, ended in a disastrous defeat of the Imperialists ; but 
the gallant Wurmser, -with 20,000 men, succeeded in forcing Bis 
way, after a number of bloody skirmishes, into Mantua, which . 
before the beginning of < Jetober,* was again blockaded by the 
French. 

106*. But the indomitable p< tv'Vv mice of the cabinet of Vienna 
was not yet Vilnius tod : fresh dm fia from the German arn^ios, and 
•now levies among tho brave and loyal Tjr&ese, raised their 
force once more to 60,000 men; the supreme command of whom 
was given to Alyinzi, a general of high reputation. Though, 
Buonaparte had been reinforced by twelve fresh battalions from 
la Vendee, his strength was still far from adequate to cope with 
those masses, and with tho formidable corps shut up with Wurm- 
ser in Mantua ; and his letters to the Directory express his de- 
spondency. The first events of the renewed campaign appeared 
to confirm his anticipations: Vatibois was overwhelmed and 
driven from the Tyrol, all the qovi ntrv between the Brenta and 
“■‘ r/ |^*at Caldiero (Nov. 'll) the Repub* 

the campaign, defeated!^ a 


? of 3000 men. The. situation of 
* 


Adige was rapidly^ 

1 leans were, for the i 
pitched battle, with 
Buonaparte for a moment appeared desp^^^pt his.geniiis 
did not desert him at*' 'this crisis ; and of the 14th, 

passing the Adige by a rapid movement, .he plunged info ihe 
morasses of Areola, and thus outflanked the impregnable position 
of Caldiero, The? battles of tho three next days Mere among the 
most terrible of the war. The soldiers on both sides foM^t wjtih 
the most heroic gallantry : but the French wore atritWi^ed' by . 
the example and personal prowess of their leadors^tpptlc^lar^ 
of Massena, and Buonaparte himself, who with •; his- 
plautoi the standard on the disputed bridge of Arabia y *iyfelW 



; 'MW* 

^ aim ; and, : *| 

, <iJ ( ’ for^eaji^ iStr.^A # , 

<tomb*ted Buonaparte on the.l^pper Adigfc. Oh 
./ the l^ikiMwky 17i7, Jad%4rf Whs attached tssd^Wp©- ' 
& force on the elevated plateau of Bivoli j imdwhen SBuonu- 
parte came up to his support on the fbfldvdi^'lagbt, be found : 
the position nearly surrounded by 1die ? t^Mra of fitqWrtivg ; 
columnl, which at daybreak on the 14th asmufyafa Ate' 'phmm by 
different routes. The French left was broken byiho'^S®ti4>f|he ’ 
Imperialists ; bht Massena, (afterwards 

charging with his corps, which had marched ifi night, restored 
the combat ki that $uarjj$rV Still the batt^in^ed in the froutand 
on both flanks, and tb*f Republicans of being 

taken in the rear by Lusignan, whohad #^nd round them nilr 
perceived, when Buonaparte,, j»y Beftdjjfeft ga^pf tiu^ to JLtviuii* 

+/1 nnn n An n/im n mMinlnmJ A^'iHftvwk,/^e*»,4 | r3' ■IViu'vnfS UflWfl rrd in /Jsl 


to announce some pretends 
to alter his fon^itidtis. - The 
away, and. 
were 

back in in 


>m Paris, gained time 
Lod*was suiFerie#to ptoijVr 
ijMstion was ri&ubikd,. the columnarha front 
(the heights, mid-i* 
ifosiou ;wbU#4foeerpaof 


^<lfcits its arms -3|ftt, not eojrtent with; this 

brilliant vietjwy, Buonaparte hastened on the same night to th& 
environ| df Mantua, where Prorera was on the "point of forcing 
pra»d releasing Wurmser.-The arriwd of the getnaul- 
t-jii^Wfve^^a^ef <$• imm «* ® nd Frovora, 

with 

iWo armies of 


sonaparte rout 
,er, than 


■vmvHMj as totaljy disaWecU&cm fmta makitigi anj^w^hap. 
'''.•dPM^'to sav^ftaj^. ' 'fi5s<6rf^tSbtts few *«eln^es^»f successes 

. »? decisive adored by fags^wt Inconsiderably. 

■ 1‘88. Wbikt^lpoken $ft*ClrtJ$nts of t^’^asti-taos, driven from 
Trent au^ Jjjjlly at tengt.fi rallied on 

ihe T&gli ain^lo' ^h4t^^d"<^ie pressure of ‘famine 

, md : bopdeme*ss of mkktfi V : i S^iwtsr 
M&m. The term* granted hy Buon«|&te 


Tweet an^ .of3$0'Ad 

;Jihe taglianiWtd' « 


i^trein. The term* granted by wif$ 

to himself and his adversary 'yiiH f% ;i W 
, from Mantua with 18,000 men, saiwndei^Hj^ 
Stopoleon had already marched, soutlV\spl^MiM 
who had rashly plunged into hoStilities^M^^ 
gAdiga The feeble forf*es of the Church 
of the French; i*nd l*SW VI. with difficulty jp| 




e^ope] 

on the 


iiUbe peace. 


.of v Tplanti!M|M 
rara, a thd'w 
* wwk#4t drt^ 
iso. mthija 




BM^iite cession of Avignon, Bologba, Pen*" 
second heavy motet in money and 

llpjiiiSi the campaign of i 796-7, glorious 
^^SBIhorablo in the hisbry of the world v 
NH|n8V con tost on their own frontier, the * 
BKp^lv^s;' tea us ported to the Tyrol anfd the 
§f§f*gp the Austrian Hereditary Stated and 
pt, Italy* Much of Bu maparteft takceesB was 

& character of the troops K4:jb^ijfpa«ded. 
topV'of Preach society^ Ami t^warlSce 
Ijind filled dhe ranks 




<$f intelligence, skill, and ability among the private 


jfmeh as had neve** before been witnessed in modern warfare. 
But, much as wasi owing to the troops; #tffi mom was to be 
ascribed to the geri6pd. In tins struggle is to be seen the eom- 
rotneemontof that tie^v sydcui of tactics which hivafterwltr# 
brought to mah perfection — that of acdurnulatih^ 
central point; piercing the line of the enemy, arid4^^a^i^, 




been so clouded 
at thn beginning <$*lk yw 
iniesbntJ'V' tuiiwidn to F&ris 1>\A 
.rable tennmatfow. to the* war, 
alii hp, Austria renuiUi«Ki>v the 
feoimunally mereasifl^ nod the three, 
j^fifty-ono ; while party spirit raged;, with; 
Ireland w 

A still faster resulted 



wwio afga; 

^ittmaji;^] 

per-oei 
aiko 
ration, 

from the dread of iitt’asion, raid 


ail the banks, that the Bank vf En 
Uneut iu stifcp©tieesfand4tn Order 

for the ^sponsion of all cash nr# 

only temporary, was prolonged from 
tary enactments, making baafcmotes a 
not tiii after the conclusion of peace? tb$f 
metallic took place. '- •'}* v/ ; , ' 

J5I. deemed this 

(raids JU>rd) 

io for oentainmg the outlih# 0 #‘ti^istth^^ 
quenfly carried into effect m I8&U It was 
#ter violent dobate%hy a majority of After a 

sifoiW strife* the #otibn for # tl# 

^ fljji the 

y&f# to* m less . ;;TJfo fores 


renew 
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flaunted ^&99,0Q0 men, 61,00007 whom wereia^BWtaiit, the 
remjaindert^tliie colonies Theshlps in 

ships and frigates, and 184 slodpa":'Mt tbif|t ; 
jgredfc force, being scattered all over the worl$, conld^ot readil^ V 
be concentrated in any* considerable strength btt dttrfpS^jpt. The J 
naval forces of France and her allies v^ere now, on the .other; ; 
band, become very considerable ; and Truguet had devised a^an 
for raising the blockade of the Butch and French harboure d # 
Spanish fleet of 27 sail, and thus assembling 60 or 70 ships of the 
line in the Channel — a for greater force than Great Britain could, 
iii that quarter, oppose to them. Yet this peril, great as it Wasy 
was as nothing compared to tlvo famous Mutiny of 4he Fleets 
which unexpectedly broke out at this juncture. 

192. Unknown to the government, great discontent liad for a 
long time prevailed in the navy. The exciting causes were prin- 
cipally the low rate of pay, (which had not been raised since the 
time of Charles II.,) the unequal distribution of prize-money, and 
undue severity in the maintenance of discipline. These grounds 
of complaint, with others not legs well-founded, gave rise to a 
general conspiracy,’ which broke out (April 15) in the Channel 
fleet under Lord Bridpcrt All the ships fell under the $ow 
the insurgents j Wut^fcey maintained perfect order, and uiemori- 
; allsed the Admiralty and the Commons on their grievances : their 
demands being examined by government, and found to be reason- 
able, were granted ; and on the 7th of May the fleet returned tq its 
duty. But scarcely was tho spirit of disaffection .qfl^liliiShis 


quarter, when it broke out in a more alarming, ‘1$! 
among the squadron at the Kore, which was soon { 
joined by the force which had been cruising off the ^&.ef uhetor 



Lord Duncan. The mutineers appointed a seaman named Barker 
V Q the command ; and, blockading the mouth of the Thames, 
announced their demands in such a ton# of, menacing audacity 
as insured their instant rejection by the government. 

- 193. This second mutiny caused dreadful consternation in Lon- 
don ; but the firmness of the King remained unslfopS^jand lie $as 
nobly seconded by the parliament. A Lift was'^se^'^ro^bit^, 
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J^atom of the seamen, aud feft improvement^ 

® fe* condition of both officer add men, we 1% „ 

|pfe' service. \a the revgnof f^rgelll., aiidfeb udfeiffefef" , 
f fe ii n of Mr Pitt, there is no mofeflorious event than the effedtual 
and almost bloodless suppression of this dangerous revolt.' 

194. Notwithstanding all these dissension^ fed British 
vras never more terrible to its enemies than during this event* 
ful year. Of?, the Mth .otfebruaiy, fee Spams!*, fleet of 27 fail, 
of fee Unn«ia 12 M|ibfe-A6ife' had put % Seafer. fep:. 
;. p& of raising the blofefpBpfe^' French harbofes, mi m- ’ 
4^wp|ped off Cape SbVifl|fe§|y ; Sir John Jarvis, whohad only 
• fe.feips wad 6 frigates. B/*fbe old manoeuvre of brca&wg the 
'.lfe^<> ; offeoJ$fejbh ships' y^re cut off from tbo rest; afegf' 
Hie admiml^P^iaifetoptin^to regain them by wearing round 
the rear rij Njjjy Btfelk lino, was boldly assailed by Nelson aud- 
-fee former of whom, in the Captain of 74 guns, 
jffe two of- the enemy’s gigantic vessels, the Santis- 
i p,jpQ 38 gunst and fee San Josef of 112 ; while fe^ 
3 , ,^iundo, also of 112’ guns, struck in a (juarter of an* 
Mnngwoofl, Nelson at length carried fee San Josef by, 

' boarding, and reaeivedfee Spfeish admiral’s sflfeird on his own 
, quarter-deefef'S^lr i ||ptisamy'^fefeld•- ^ nJ)l; ; bnormous , frmiv' 

’ «ifefee?v r fe < ^ii ftfeje 'struck, escaped^* feu 

wife two-Sfegwu 
fee ihaa# ;«f'fefr*||Wfeh; and the Spafesh 
afcfefe rooted fewlftp feSfe awtfeBtdf its own force, 

vs. Vj^.. **’ y« m'u. . *'■£ . U. ■-. - r 
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■ ABUiSTXOE Ol’JpSOBlSK, . "v a.u, 170ft 

'•” ,.V' . .. , y •: 

wew ! -frass*a the I#o»^; i^ttr^h 1&) 
Daybaek and Trieste. Maasena seized . the^Col-de- 
puss oft*tho crest oftbe Alps, commwidiiig 
and Dalmatian valleys,) fedd malhtained it,, amid 
letted snow, against the utmost efforts of the Austrian^ /under: 
the !|rehdnke in person,- (March The corps of Bayaliffch, 
retreating up the Isonzo, was cut off by this movement, and 
<^ifukted toitho lumber of nearly 4000 men, with 2/5 .guns ; 
him the 'Frehe^ deSoending the northern side of ihe Alps, and 
Crossing the &&ve at Vilkich, advanced to Clagenfurth. ■ v 
■ 199. Soon after this they were joined by Joubert, who, after hxt'S' 
<portant successes in the Tyro], had been at length compelled t<J| 
evacuate it by the general rising of the warlike peasantry. On 
the 3tst March, Buonaparte made an uijs successful attempt to 
negotiate by letter with the Archduke, but without suspending 
his pursuit of the retreating Imperialists. On tho 2d April) the 
stupendous defiles of Neumarkt, though defended by tho Arch- 
duke* in person, were forced by the invaders, who pushed 
to J udernburg * while the Austrian corps were hastily eolle<j|£$* 
from all quarters, to make a final effort before Vienna* BrftW 
firmness of tb%couTt at length gave -way before the imminence 
of the danger ; and on 7th April a suspension ; of arms was 
agreed to at Leoben. 

200. The danger of Buonaparte, by his owii subs<Kinont cdnfe? 
si on, was at this moment extreme, 
and Hungary gathering in his front, and his rear- 
flank movement from the Tyrol, tho occupation of, 
only have ml? do his ruin more signal ; and 
thus disposed to moderation,, preliminaries were 
(April 9.) Wanders and Savoy Were lobe ceded lb France ; the 
Cisalpine Kepublic, including Ldm!mrdy|VithM^ena, Cremona, 
&c,,was to be established } while, in return for these concessions, 
the Bmperor was to receive the whole Confi^erital possessiomi of 
Venice, with the Oglio as his boundary-t%mce^#eihg * hgain 
indemnified at t%*&perae oftihe Pope. '■ 
has owned that these;armngements were mad® 




.‘W 


ropafejic to a^ofif^fempoaii 

sttitest but, without b**y rude external shock, its'|o^'|a4 baeir 
lapped at the core by ages of eorinptk»| ; and thefjueenof the 
Adriatic had long tailed her weakness by a cautious; neutrality. 


But the progress of the French arras had inspired the youth 
her dries with an ardent wish to throw o# tin* yoke of the 
oligarchy ; and these democratic aspirations had been fomented, 
by Buonap&rte’s order,by Landrieux, o&6 of his staff, who at the 
same time, with double perfidy, sought to alarm the Venetian 
government by exaggerated reports of the, conspiracies which 
had come to his knowledge, On the 12th of March, the revolt 
openly broke out at Bergamo, and the example was followed by 
Brescia, Crema, and air the large towns ; while the French sol- 


dim, though taking no overt part in the movement, encouraged 


the insurgents. Buonaparte, when applied to by the Venetian 
envoys, refused to interfere; and the government was still, vacil- 


lating between the necessity for action and the fear of offending 
the French, when a furious counter-insurrection broke out early 
in April. The peasauts of the mountain valleys poured down 


on the plains, and, attacking indiscriminately the democrats and 
the French, gained considerable advantages : at Verona, the 
wounded-fe^pch in the hospital were cruelly put to death — and 
thus was furnished with only too fair an excuse for 

the wc^^^ltrih^ion, . ^ " 

was the armistice of Leoben concluded,, than, the 
plains cohered with French troops — the peasants were dis- 
armed, and their leaders shot ; while the 1 senate, thunderstruck 
at this new aspect of affairs, did all in their power to avert their 
fatf They tad still 14,000 troops in the capital, which was 
by batteries and gun-boats, and well pro- ,, 
of democracy had pervaded the peoplo$| 
#4 (May 3)^ublished from |?sdtma*Ku<>va his 

the ropnblWw^oundeib 1 Tfcd f 



tta oligarchy, .TCvoh^t«u«nj 

,»' i,*.'ua 4* _ ^^jnaPS&l - -1 lc£* 




mitlees ootnpellecL to nmBSpty 
its , caiti tlrorf ty^ classes in vain nttejin^im 
^o'm^$t;*tie P^mk'^^e Clnt rod weed iu,M*hfrph, and brought* 
by %||tian $£&U to ftfm Pint® of Bt Mari, where j£ o foreign, 
stan^%Mk|4'i^seen far fifteen hundred .years, but where the 
ea?ait^f^^|MSffiiefice were never again to Ware. 1% treasures, 
Mugs, and works of art, (among winch were tlie fk&ous brazen 
l ^rses.of'St Hark,) |gfljpe seized by the French /and the Gojden 
: '^^b ib ^reeard^?^^^^erac^ was burnt at t$m-fvoi of the 

; 203. Bnr^jbb^e lneo|inatdc trai^ctions in ilb Alps, the wnr 
had languished oii tile Kliine, whore the Freh^^.rmy, from the 
exhaustion of the public finances, was doyntiiut^^lfea equipage 
necessary for pacing the river. Mp|^y|t lehlw^iplied the 
deficiency from hi 4 : private resou rc^|^||^nr«dc w’ attempt, at 
Diersheim, \ April ID.) The Frerich ‘laikd in MiT\>mmg^'ihc 
Austrians , but oitfretiug a lodgment, $a$f on an h 2< i, adit at 
length ou the opposite bank, ibey at last madn^ood their lauding 
in face of the enemy, ana repulsed thorn Wt^^l^iexablo loss — 
an exploit regarded as onoofibe mos»t of arms 

! passed the river at 


in the war. Iloebe, on t 


■ Rbm^f 


bsivlncr to uis son, FredrK'k-’WilUain UL, a of' which 

in* liad augmented the territory nearly one third^nu^Uy out of 
The spoils fji JVhtxid The new King, who was t^pty-seven 
Jfcws ot age at bus accession, differed greatly in chancier fern 
Mu father. Heroro and regular in private life, be was a pattern 
•of conjuj^jjidelity and t*:" domestic virtues ; bnt. his diffidence 
of hig own capacity tlirew him, in the early, fair f*>f bis, pdgin 
too much uudei the government of las - JH^'eoin* 

mtueed Ins rule by fjk redress' of y^riomp^^^ 'kn&f^fmn- 


gelling the Countess Xachieuau, the jvya |^p ^y:' 
father, to surrender grout purl of her cdoikous #i 
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\$07, Theimportance of Egypt, las been dulymppr^diMo^lyby 
the of ancient and modern t*mef&-^y Alex- 

amlorthe <3mt and by Napoleon, Placed in the centre between 
Europe and Asia, on the confines of Eastern wealth and Western 
civilisation, this celebrated eonntry is indicated by its geographic 
cal position as the great emporium of the commerce of tho world. 
The greatest and most durable monuments bf humau industry, 
and the earliest efforts of civilisation, are to be sought in this 
primeval seat of mankind ; which the revolutionof ages must 
inevitably, sooner or later, reinstate in its pristine importance# 
Even under Louis XIV,* the great Loibnitsc had pointed out that 
“ the true commercial route to India ” lay through Egypt — and 
Buonaparte early conceived the opinion, which he held through 
life, that it was only by the possession of Egypt, and the conse- 
quent conversion of the Mediterranean into a French lake, that 
India could be reached, or the British power seriously affected. 
After the conclusion of the Italian campaign, his visions of East- 
ern conquest revived 5 and so completely was his mind engrossed 
by this idea, that lie spoilt hours in examining the books relative 
to Egypt, which had been brought from the Ambrosian library 
to Paris. N ,’v* „ 

20m, After setsling the affairs of the Cisalpine Republic, and 
delivering over Venice to Austria, Buonaparte returned from 
Italy across B wit norland to Paris. His progress was a coniinhal 
triumph ; and soon after his arrival, he was state 

(dan. 2, 11 §8) by the Directory in their palace of the lift j^mbfurg, 
on the occasion of the presentation of the treaty of Campo 
Fornrio. A magnificent standard, inscribed with the wondrous 
enumeration of the triumphs of the army of Italy/yras bomo by 
Joubert and Andreossi ; and Talleyrand, then minister of foreign 
affairs, addressed the youthful general in a strain of eloquent 
his reply to which was ch&racterixt|^ly term an4 
laconic. Numerous other f&tes were given hi^$>y $ht pufeir 
ladies ;,feh4 he studiously withdrew himself f&H 



; : 

tbe ' ahd *** 

aHcady h«|gan %* 

«k«^loW^bW *i*tf ': ,Wdi$ike of 
fbp 1 lap#; dominant, had been laoi'e tiban once 

; >( apqi4 ' ^glaod, to the 
command of VWeb lbaiial been named, seemed to aflbrda prc- 
creditably rid of him. tJb^cr ||iO aamo of the 
JlWy Of ipgiatid^ 150,000 ii^swere^ shores of 

^ Channel-; but the.bat^Cs of St Ymcefct 4^1 0ai»perdown 
had secured tfio British government from approhensioii ; the 

a squadron under Kelson formed in the Mediterranean; and 
Buonaparte, after a short visit to the coast, gave up the project 
as hopeless. He now again turned his energies towards the 
Egyptian expedition, to whieh the Directory afclength consented. 
Tfce3,OO$G0O francs, lately seized at Berne, (p. 
for the expense# ; and the fleet of Admiral Brueys, consisting 
of 13 ships of the line and 14 frigates, was destinedfor this 
service, the tast preparations for which filled all the ports 
of Italy and Southern France* Among his lieu tenants, besides 
those who had m ably seconded him in Italy, were Des&ix and 
Klefoer, whb were as yet unknown to him : and the most illus- 


trious samntg of the age, Mongo, Geoilroy St Hilaire, Denon, <fec., 
joined the expedition for the purpose ofsfeientlfie research. The 
news of a disagreement between the court of Vienna and 
Bcrnac^^’!^??i , i?eiich ambassador, retarded its departure for 
fifteen da^; bat the Directors were now too thoroughly alive to 
their danpr from Buonaparte, to allow him a chance of evasion 
in order to reap laurels in another Austrian war. * 

W. At length, (Mays) Buonaparte aifnve<l at Toulon ;&nd on 
the 13th the magnificent armament under his Orders, amid the 
acclamation of tte people and the> (.handers ofMflefyf M ml 
fftom thd hAybon?. >i3^^fieet^after the jun<^km 4# the squadrons? 6 




’i.o. im. 


^%hich 
the 


e. yielded without 
Mw$r Hompesch, ; Wv 



the 22d, they 


TjbS accumulated treasures^ thdif 
utckee^Wdiiipspitals, and the vast vrarlik^itii! 

W$re sp&ed and embarked : a garrison < 

,*aj Vaubois was left to maintain this i 
after a delay of only nine .days, the fl 
resumed its voyage. to Egypt."- On the higt) 
crossed 4k© track of kelson's squadron, which was seeking to 
intercept' tliem, at ,so‘ short a distance that the British signal- 
distinltly^feard. An encounter at this juncture might 
tore changed history of the world : but the French 

hold bn their collide unobserved ; and at daybreak, (July 1,) tlto 
low siiidy shores :of EgJYteiay stretched before them. On the 
morning of the following day, li^fbre the disembarkation of tho 
troops was completed, Buonaparte pushed forward with 5000 
men against Alexandria, which, after, a short resistance from the 
Turks, \va# carried by assault. 

210. The population of Egypt at this period consisted of jabout 
2,500,000, divided into four classes. Two of these* the Copts or 
native Christian^ and the Turks or Janissaries, descended from 
the troops left in the country on the Ottoman conquest, 414 not 
number more than 200,000 each : the great mass of tho^dplo 
were the Arabs, of -whom there were upwards of 2*000,000. The 
highest class of these comprised the landed proprietors, the^loo- 
tors of the law, A-c. : the great body of the people w ere fellahs 
or cultivators, and many still adhered to the wandering life of 
their Bedoween forefathers. But the actual rulers of the land 
were tho^amlukes, a singular militia, amounting to 10 ? 000 or 
^>000 M3C;tli<S finest cavalry in tho^vofid, who were constantly 
slaves from.<Ji^|is» >a. br^^>.in*the house* 
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yttrentyr 
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y^dtii ,t 

Jby 

\ : fke tylfimt ‘oil, whom pj^gagM’Ubo \ ( 

S^-.ypimgei: and nioro^arlijke tb 
Iteiwops. 

oHbA rise of the Mewas 
^taixiousHo advance on Cairo be?^’ military' 

. ^J|rtip|>ped by the inundation 5 atJdcn Gth July the 
Mf, roduoe£^Kl,t )00 men by the garrisons left in Malta and at 
Alexandria, mim |i on its- march. He bail jwowlov^l y addr^vo to 
the, troops a proclamation exhorting then! (t to manife$| fer tile 
3 tofan tire same respect they bad shown for the 'Moses 

and Christ ! phrase conveying a faHWfol feeb| 


ings of his soldiers, who were mostly ignsoran-t^/tioi .only of the, 
faith, but of the Very tenets of Ohri tiaimy p^aidly one of t^ia, 
as Laval e tie has recorded, lmd ever, been in ! Another 

proclamation assured the Egyptian a that 
true Moslems, and that, haying destroyed the Pope mad theknigltt§ 
of Malta, the eternal onemic* of L iam, they had hofVpcomc to 
rescue Egypt from the usurped sway of tfic* ,^/A 

During the passage of the desert, the t»"oo^^tp£rlenbdd all, 
the horrors of thirst j m but their sufferings were relieved by their 
arrival op the Nile, where they joined thetr .flotilla, T no first 
encounter with the Mamlukea at CholuvLs (July Mj terminated 
in th<b repulse of the enemy ; and the decisive battle of the 
Pyramldswas fought on theSUt Bix thouwiid Maud tikes, with 
12,0(X» A rftb« and auxiliaries, wure assent Idea under the command 
of Monrad Bey for the defence of Cairo; amp their cabj|> Vra» 
in trends d and strengthened with^tillery. •* L '— iL * 
directed bis attack to the extreme tight, 
their guns : imd *41 the redd ess gallantry 
charged the Erebeik squares oa every sid 
■ barsest, headiol|fa>n was unsl 

tremendous IbiSfpC musketry,' 





drived 
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confusion ; $KKJ fell in the battle ; and many were 
drowned in the N lie. Monrad Bey, with a •small, force, escaped 
into Upper Egypt, — Ibrahim fled into Syria ; and, two days 
after the battle, Buonaparte entered Cairo; where hfeysoldfers.at 
length forgot their toils in the indulgence of Oriental luxury. 

213. The French were now virtually masters of Egypt, and 
the battle Of the Pyramids struck terror far into Asia and Africa ; 
while the impartiality of the civil government established .by 
Buonaparte, and his studied compliance with their religious and 
national usages, in some measure conciliated the sheikhs and 
people* Ibrahim Bey, who had returned to Egypt, was again 
routed ‘and driven hack to Syria ; and while Buonaparte was 
planning at Cairo the dismembem .»mt of the Oth man empire, 
all the diplomacy of Talleyrand and Ruffin was exerted at 
Constantinople to lull the Porte into the belief that the hostility 
of France was directexl Only against the rebellious Beys. But it t 
was impossible long to blind the Divan to the tendency of French 
policy ; Ruffin was sent to the Seven Towers : and a Turkish 
manifesto appeared (Sept. 10) denouncing the treachery of the 
Republic with all the eloquence of honest indignation, and 
formally declaring war against France. Even the national ani- 
mosity of the Turks and Russians was suspended by their joint 
haired of the common enemy ; and the united squadrons, steer- 
ing through the Hellespont, blockaded Corfu. 

214. But in the mean time a desperate reverse had befallen 

Buonaparte by sea, brought about by the genius of that illustrious 
man who seemed to have been at this time the instrument of 
Providence to balance the destiny of nations. After having nar- 
rowly missed the French fleet on its voyage to Egypt, Nelson had 
traversed the Levant backwards and forwards in search of them ; 
and at length (Aug. 1) returned to Alexandria, where lio feumi 
the man-of-war under Brueys at anchor in the bay of. Aboukir, 
the inner harbour of Alexandria not having sufficient depth of 
water. Their order of battle, supported on one by 

land batteries* and on the other by gboafe, had 4 :begi comiiiere^ * 
impregnable to attack ; but Nelson at once resolved tb pehetmte 



between the shore 

Mt %e f^bih had greatly '^Mytiptygo in the number* uf gun* , 
m^mQUi^ac^ihB Britkb, "were all ^ventjr-fonrs, 

, while the^oppeneniai had t|i|c)^Wt' at 120, besides two SO-gun 
ships. '•$& IJtHMi ships, wf.by Captain Foley (k .th«'<lo6ftth, 
successivelypassed between the tDpfc(0^3P^ »n^ 

opening their fire as they ranged insiich awaythat an 

overwhelming force was bron^'.^ifear apii^ Hfeo^t^irds of 
the enemy’s squadron, while the remainder were moored at too 
great a distance to join with effect in the action. In spite, there- 
fore, of the determined resistance of the French, the battle, which 
* had begun at 3 i\ m,, soon inclined in favour of the British: 
before nine, three ships had struck and two wm dismasted ; and 
the huge Orient, bursting into flames, which all the efforts of 
her crew were unable to subdue, blew up with an explosion so 
tremendous that tho fire on both sides was for some time suspended 
as if by consent. The fire slackened after midnight, and by day- 
break the magnitude of the victory was apparent ; the whole 
French line had struck, except two men -of- war and two frigates, 
which stood out to/sea — the shattered state of the British ships 
proven ting.pu rsuifc. No sooner was the triurnphcomplete, than 
perfect stillness pervaded the victorious armament ; while 
thanksgivings were offered up by the whole fleet for the success 
vouchsafed to them by the Almighty. 

215. JSavly in the battle, the British admiral had received a 
Severe wound pn the head : but he would not allow it io be in- 
spected till, those wounded before It ini had been attended, and, 
regained the deck to give orders for the assistance of the Orients 
sin king crew. Nor was the enthusiastic courage of the French 
less e^picnotts, Brueys fell 0 x 1 his quarter-deck ; Casa-Bianca, 
captain pf '|fa pridn^ was moy tally wounded before his ship blew 
Captains were either killed or disabled, , 
Of 'MtMMmt 9 were taken and 2 burnt ,* of 4 frigates, 

I was j 522 :> men wore killed, wounded, or 

$008 } French, 1196 guas* ii;250 %imn, : 


‘ battle of the %1LE< 



The number of ships was eqpalon either side ? 



•" niwmffniit a. », «#& 

missiugs 310$ taken prbowew andijjgSt wa «Jtor&* ‘^© British 
lost 895 killed and wounded. /V 4* ■ > ' ’ . 

2X6, Such ‘was tffe HSft^ : whki^Sl^ion truly 

termed , (i not a victory, Ibjii a possessed 

a few frigateSyor harbour 

ot Alexmirm might havpfefcerf d^&o^y'int evilrJi’^^fe'was; it 
ym a mortal strike jfcn vfhojmteftml exiled, 

hopipf re*&y? shore/* '•** ; 

' 2 X$-< In tlifi cri t firmness of Buona- 
partty'fa* from forsaking- ^ him to redouble 
- his efforts fo r organising the i^^i^4fit^e' > eottntry in whi^'ilk 
wii* now isolated. Mi 1 Is, . hospl tll^ j^mtfhg-pressos, ^ 
d^es were established ; canals re-oxpl»tedyaud tlio^gntphy' 
and antiquities of the country sod ukmsiy in vejtl^ted/ * - ' 1 
pursued llournd Be}# into Upper J^pt^fed completely ro^d 
him at Sidimsm (Oet/7q).and the French sway was farther*! v'ltcd 
"bgjthe suppnsMou of a formidable revolt (Oct. 21 ) in Cairo, the 
„ Jeffers of v. hick were thrown into 'the NiK But the ardent 
mind of Buonaparte had now begun to conceive now and gigan- 
tic plan-; of conquest * not only did he resolve on anticipating, 
by an invasion of byrmy the advance of a Tnrkislj^lrmy there 
mustering for the attack of Bgyptybut he confidently expected 
that, t > »* -using the names of that country -am| ^* s * a Minor, no 
knight assemble an Asiatic host round a nucleus of French , 
veterans, which would enable him either to march on Constan- 
tinople, and erect a new empire in the Kast, or to invade India 
through Persia, and overturn the dominion of the British ! But 
for the accomplishment of thesv magnificent projection! y itt/KK) 
infantry, with U 00 horse, could ho y aired from tli^Sifced.artny 
Q f Kg) pt ; and with these Buonaparte marched, Feb. 11, 1799. 
Arish, the frontier town of Syria, surrendered ; but Jaffa held out 
'<r»u was taken by *!onu (M-nch 6 ) aft er a gallantdr^fapfed*^ Fohr 
thousand of the iurhnsh garrison laid dow u the 

.promise of quarter 5 hut it was found « 

multitude of captives, and they were *d 1 • $ 

act of atrocious cruelty, w hich Buonaparteand hiir'^lsgflrtsh&ve 
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<sh j^MRy -wrou^t 1 ' 

Vli^Llfr appeared 

,PMb4<rf 

■ji"' ^"WiiBK MTOaft aai ^TOi ?, >-*7^ 
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$00 Sjfrian'Mosfcaid^tetfl^ 
bet incite rear of $he mT»doi»i 
|(S^toed 'il ^ 

slaughter 

rJI^.^B^^s^acte with only 60Qf men. 

The siego of Acre 3p?d^tse^ m bett&tyfltf# 

than befpro: ■ aT&iltfslv 


French wiMfiahk’^ 
repeated fiwlbs 
life, ( May 20|)/or4fj^ 
219. Buonaparte^ 
destroyed his, spiemll 


ereotne; and ipr losing 3000 men nr 
Ltepnaparte, for .the irst time In his 


219. Buonaparte/^OTaeepiy tweeted by this repulse, which 
destroyed his, splendia dreams of Oriental conquest; and he 
frequently referred £0 it afterwards as u the event which made 
him miss his d^stjny^ The retreat to Egypt was marked by all 
the horroradl;^ar : the plague broke out in the army, and the 
Arabs &nd%tm£k incessantly harassed the march. At Jaffa* as 
is generally believed, a munber of tlie sick, whom it was impos- 
sible to remoy^were poisoned by the general’s orders ; but as they 
w era thus^^ai i^ pByii •& cruel death anthe hands of the Turks, the 
act justified on grounds, not only of necessity, 

j^Ut She government of Egypt had been 

adrnini|td^^^g^^^^| success, ip Buonaparte’s absence. 




now presented itself :fif the disembarkation (July 11) Oia-i 
Turkish forcev^Abo^dr. Buonaparte attacked 



25 i) and the ; Tm^!pbo had no cavalry, were ovi 


a gallant impetuous charges of 

Murat Hardly v '^teo 'of their force escaped': M$Sf ■ ^ _ 

quarter, wevedrowued in the bay ; 20*00 were slain.; ana 2000, 
with theirgeneral, Mu&fcapba Pasha, taken prisoners, 

220. But the intelligence which now reached Buonaparte of the 
reverses of the French in Italy and Switzerland, in the renewed 
war with the Allies, joined with the hopelessness of further great 
successes in Egypt, determined him to return to the scenes of his 


early triumphs ; and on 22d August he suddenly embarked at 
Alexandria, with Larin es, Murat, Berth icr, Marmont, and others 
of his most trusted followers, and sailed with two frigates for 
Europe. Though several times in daiigeftr from the British 
cruisers, his good fortune did not desert him ; and after touching, 
for a few days, at his native town of Ajaccio, lie arrived in the bay 
of Frejus, {Oct 8,) arn^was received with unbounded enthusiasm 
by the people. The quarantine laws were by common consent 
vlisregarded : Buonaparte landed in a few hours, and set off the 
same day for Paris. 


XL Establishment of the Affiliated Republics. 

221. Tjhe two, years of Continental peace which followed the 
treaty of Campo Formio are eminently instructive in a political 
point of view, as putting to the test the alleged pacific tendency 
of the revolutionary system, and showing by actual* experiment 
how wholly the existence of a turbulent democracy, like that of 
France, the popular passions roused by which can find an ade- 
quate vent only in the enterprise of foreign warfare is incompa- 
tible with the independence of adjoining &tate$^;| ’/ * - v; ■ 

222. Of all the late enemies of the Bcpuld|4^reat , 

alone remained in arms ; and the contest was W 

part, not from inclination, but from the apparent impos^bi|ity of 










| by 104 ship* 
manned by 
were in 
a ne# feature 
of 
which 
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$ on reasonable terms, 

Ily defensive >; the seas i 

{too .frigates and a 

-109,000 regulars^ 
entreat of invasion lmdk 
' policy, the volunteer 
the people— -a measure strongly pro’ 
the ministers now placed in the general^rioiisih of thepeople, 
and which the result showed to be well founded. In a few weeks, 
150,000 volunteers were enrolled and equipped ; and in the suc- 
cess of this first great atiempt to enlist popular energy agmnst, 
revolutionary principles, may be found the model of those daunt- 
less bands by which, fifteen years later, the liberation of Ger- 
many was accomplished. The budget for the year, exclusive 
of the charges for the debt and the sinking-fund, amounted to 
£2 8, 450, OCX) — and the interest of a fresh loan of £15,000,000 was 
provided' for, as far as practicable, by trebling for a limited period 
part of the assessed taxes. 

223. The mined finances of France, meanwhile, were partially 
reinstated by the summary measure of national bankruptcy, 
(p. 154,) and the policy of the Directory began to eylnce that 
passion for foreign aggression which invariably characterises de- 
mocracy. The first victim was Holland ; which, though a central 
democratic government had been established omits conquest by 
Pichegru, still adhered to the ancient federation of the provinces, 
the diets of which were mostly swayed by the old patrician fami- 
lies. Openly supported by the French minister Delacroix, and 
an armed force under Joubort, the democrats, rose in revolt, (Jan. 
22, 1796,) imprisoned the leaders of the opposite party, and de- 
clared the federal union superseded by a republic owe and indivi- 
sible. A Council of Ancients, and a Chamber of Deputies, with five 
Directors, wore established, in every respect like those at I0$s : 
but this new government soon became so hateful to. the people 
jpat’tbe I’rench Directory, fearing the loss of their influence in 
Holland, authorised General Daendels to overthrow it. jL tereb 
was accordingly effected^ by military forc& (May 4.) with- 
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oakij^mned wen of authority from the people : and a piwri- 
sion*] government was formed, costing of Daeftdeb mid fire 
associates, all ei*ti$$$ Bribe interest of France. , . ' * •’ 

2M. Even md perfect neutrality ^ 

could nolopger save it fk»m the same deYouringapihlti^lHbsngh 
the constitutions of the cantons were various, -^Bern&ahd others 
being higMy%r!stocrafic, and the Forest Cantons no less demo- 
cratic, — security to persons and* property, and religion^, free- 
dom, were enjoyed by all ; and the practical blessings of the 
system were demonstrated by the prosperity of tho peasantry 
and the densitJ#of the population— features rarely fmn$ in 
unison* The principal defect of the general constitution was 
the political subjection of seine cantons to others, and the exclu- 
sion of the subject districts from equality of rights : thus the 
Pays de Yaud was subject to Berne, the Italian bailiwicks to 
Uri, <fec. Of this circumstance tho Directors availed themselves 
to carry into effect their projects, which had long been concerted 
with Ochs, La Ilarpe, and other leaders of the Swiss democrats. 
Their first demand, (1797,) for the dismissal of the British resi- 
dent Wickham, had boon complied with by the Diet ; but, in 
October of the same year, an open rupture was brought on by 
Buonaparte, who not onty supported the Yal feline in its insur- 
rection against th# Orisons, but seized the disputed territory, and 
annexed it, by his own authority; to the Cisalpine Republic. 

225. Revolts in thfeTalais and the Pays do Vend immediately 
followed j and the Diet, which assonrbh?d^i4^n to deliberate on 
this emergency, received a notification^pBCi 17) from the French 
envoy, Mengaud, that the insurgents had been taken under the 
protection of the Directory. To Jpppovt this iniquitous pro- 
cedure, 10,000 troops were advnn#J to tho frontier ; while Oehs 
and Mengaud were busily revolnfiopirihg northern Switzerland, 
and the tricolor was already hoisted at Zurich and Bale, Tho 
Directory now openly announced that they w^ld ibe 
only by the establishment of a revolutionary | mmt 
the senate of Berne, driven to desperation, Sump&^ed, the ’ 
shepherds to arms* The call was i»^antly: #^^ bjr $O*0$O 
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beroic mowntaineer* who, beaded, by Steiger xml.. 
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example was not imitated’! 



> the invaders. 

Mho towns :, Soleuve anilFribarg 
s8Mre»dpai> {Jferch 2;) and many of the peasants, Wieving 
then|i^|1tetmyod, disbanded and returned home. A bloody 
battle, holder, fax* place before Berne on the 5th: hot the 
patriotic illation of the Swiss, in whose 'ranks old men, chil- 
dren,?^ even women, fongbt with the courageof despair, was 
overborne by the numbers and artillery French : the 

gallant d’&lach was murdered by his .«nri»}*b«i, wHeecused 
him of .jfcresiehery ; and Berne e«^>i|e%l*i’jH^ftme wsSiing. 

" L ’ : sieiirst care of the victomsrwtto «S*e tho arsenal and the 

SJ*r t ' > '* *>». * ' _ . 


'JfSb&to Ujvlogs of 
imi a» its 



public treasure, which was 
ages, and which is said to hare been ^ieiT : « 
capture euibled tho Directory to ftt b&J the <t 
A Directory, with its usual demoe&J^ was 

appoint^ lasd^ the new constitution proe^llned (Fob. 12) at 
Aran. 2laricb, with all the level payta Of Switzerland 

speedily xu ~ * ' a: ** A ~' J 


the innovating party * and /Geneva was seized 
and uni^ifip^foe. But the enormous exactions of the French 
speedily alarmed all classes ; ami the mernntas^i cantons, Schwytz, 
Uri, Unterwalden, &«., stimulated by theiriSei’gy, and animated 
by the traditions of their forefathers, unanimously rejected the 
new constitution, and prepared to resist it to the uttermost 
They mourned the offensive without delay, and occupied lucerne; 
but ' Wire shin drivem.baek into their mountain#*, whoro 3000 
Sehwytzers, under %he heroic Aloys Jteding, encountered, and 
held at bay more t&ui t wlee? thoir number bfVffench, at Mor- 
garteuu -But thd cutest waffci^Jm^ continued ; .and 


hostilities. The 
however, ro- 
of Unterwaldon, with a few 
tz and Uri, after opposing 16,000 French 
* 1,fa " valomr, 0,) perished to a man* oh then? 


A for borne nuinths, 
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i hud defimsLve. with France had 
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1 DEJ0-OF THE POPE* 

* v ' ( ■ 4 Tv ‘: 

jfo (by inirokipg the aid of Austria, which was guaran- 
(rtreatles) preserved thefff freedom aud an e rent iusti- 
Sfo act of the whole revolution was so effectual in 
eyes of its* European partisans, as ijjiif cru*Ppwl 
unprovoked attack on the unoffending Swiss i win tho'IVftig 
dealers in England ^nfessed t^at “ the mask had fallen from the 
Ih^frf^etolutionary France, if, indeed, it had ever worn it.” 

■ Since the* French conquests in Italy, and the treaty of 

v^bthpo Fortniojfhe Pd$e had been entirely at their mercy. His 


resource* wore e: 
by the treaty of 


sd/by the immense payments stipulated 
dinoj and the French embassy at Romo 
became a' focus of reviftu fcionary intrigue. The great age and 
feebtenes^ of Plus VI,,* whose decease was daily expected^ induced 
tkc^bi rectory |o forward orders to their agents, JerQn1b*fipona- 
parte and Pupho% ^odelay the explosion till after his death; 
but their activity j|$§' hd«!$*t0O quick for these instructions. On 
27th December ail immense crowd assembled before the French, 
embassy, loudly demanding the proclamation , Of Roman 
Republic but a* skiririish ensued with A hgtfyfpt Papal dra- 
goons, and DopBpt yrm killed while qn^imgt^gihe l Afc nts. 
The ambassador, Buopaparte, immediately J^Pwwe : 

war was declared' |$|d Bertfaier, rapidly advancing with 18,000 
men, appeared beftpra the Eternal City, (Feb. 10, 1708,) where 
he was'tum^lf&ousfy welcomed by the noisy multitude. rJFhe 
aged Pope, refusing with theitomiiess of a martyr, to 
or submit, was dragged by force from his palace ;dVen 1 
were tom from his fingers ; and he was sent under a guS 
Tuscany. * But the veneration withyvhich ho/^& beret 
excited the apprehensions of hispersfccjitors ; aocMte 
changing the plafee of Id* eonfinemeuh^ 

Alps and "Apexmin^ Valence, wherd hedi|^(Aug. 29, 1709,) 

in the 82d year of hit age and 24th of l^s^pmptifisate. 

228. But ? long before the venerable pontiff had sunk blneath 
his sufferings, Rome had expc^enced the bitterness of republican 
fraternisation. Not only w^re "wuhSard-of contributions* tor 
money and stores exacted froa^^ty^t iiwas sub|Wted to 
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a systematic pijjage, titiexa^pled^eit in tkmary 

warfare. The/churches, thp&ovents, the ]fala^lfrere |kippe«r 
even to thfliare walls ; th® galleries and wbrka-of |Bupt- We^eon*- 
fi seated: %en the private clothes of the Pope were sold/ftftdf his 
sacerdotal Wtments burned, in order to extract f rotti >'00 fijhcs 
the gold which adored tfiem. The 'Cardi^S^ were banished or 
imprisoned : all the church and monaatei^^nds were’^ciared 
national property; and so infamous was 0c apoliation as to 
excite the indignation even of the IflWh .the generals 

and commissaries wore enriching the inferior officers 

and soldiers were half naked . $ ' and the 

arrival -of Massena, who was g'otOTl^ for extor- 

tions, jirodneed a violent mutiny, (J^. ^)%Oth Bom^and 
Mantd^ which was only appeased hit d^rtore. The work 
was confided by the imposition, d^^eBiomati BepuWie, of a 
new constitution, on the French alliance offensive 


new constitution, on the French alliance offensive 

and defensive with Prance. . * i v* * 

and the Oisalp&i^^ which 85,000 

wep' to be quartered in thqieit^k^'af this lajter. 
But' 0h|iagatioi|« war > high!^ unpopular with the 


is were made 


Cisalpine democrats^ and-virfous iheffect 1 


to shake off the yoke of their overhearing ily, till the unequal 


contest ended (Dec. €, 1798) in thedissohition of the legislature 
by <|whlh ^ayonets, and the establishment of a new constitution 
di'cli^|:-';'by ; i French ambassadw^^jKing of Sardinia was 
victim. / Since, the peace Of 1796, this monarch had 
won 8uhjec ^-|j^ ||taat insult and humiliation from his vepub- 
length (June, 179$) a 4©mocautiV revolt was 
fom^Jed^ tnpperted ;by ‘Republic of 

Oen#j‘ - Thf ^mnoih availed themselves! of ih^outbreak to cajole 
and Ineuace 0c Into piiitii^* 

hands for security*--* concession which ^dered'ijm-^more 
state-prisoner In their hands. violent seizure of tho rl^&fhr 
iilg fortresses, by |hg Prend^ia^Bral, Grouchy* soon folio Wed: 
r the King, m djjg^^th. 
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td Sted Ms Continental dominions fell into the 
todsof tto freaieM , ^ 

mo. Whitethese events were in progress i n Northern Italy, the 
kingdom of Naples was already overthrown. The Neapolitan 
cabinet, justly alarms} at the fate of the other Italian states, 
had for Some time bomb preparing against the threatened danger 
by increasing their military establishments, and concluding ail 
alliance with Austria : but the news of the battle of , tho Nile, 
and the arrival of Nelson at Naples with his victorious fleet, 
raised to such a height tho enthusiasm of the war party, which 
was headed by the Queen and Lady Hamilton, (wife of the 
British mnbassador,) that immediate hostilities Were raslily 
resolved, on. The Austrian general, Mack, had been setrt from 
Vienna to take the command of the army : hut this officer, 
though a skilful strategist on paper, was totally without the 
qualities necessary far success in the field *, and the result wtfjp 
in accordance. The incapacity of the general, and the cowardice 
of the troops, rendered the campaign one series of blunders and 
disasters ; for though the superiority of their numbers, and the 
wide dispersion of the French corps, enabled the.’NeapdUha^e' to 
occupy Romo (Now 29) and enter Tuscany, they were driven 
back at every pointy in the utmost confusion and dismay, as soon 
a* tho French had collected their forces. Ohampionnet re-entered 
Home, (Dec. 10 0 and the court, not conceiving the to selves safe 
in their own capital, embarked with all their treasures amdtmost 
valuable effects (Doc. 21) on board tho British fleet fdl' Skjj$)» - 
231. Cbamplounet immediately followed up his success by tip^ J 
vasion of Naples, which his troops entered at five different pojbatSf 
The enemy everywhere fled at his approach, and <3aeta,,.,t!ie 
strongest place in the kingdom, surrendered without liring a 
shot. But his progress was stayed by the strong ramparts of 
Capua ; and tho peasantry, whose ferocious valour rem&fft&bly 
contrasted with the pusillanimity of the soldiers, harasi&i his 
insulated columns with such determined fury, Mint bis oommiH 
ideations were nearly cut off. But Mack, who?t^a4 lp|t alb Sou*' 
fideuee in the Neapolitans, unexpectedly relieve a offering 




taking refuge in iboFrench camp. 

his scattered iofcesj mored ou the capital i battlih Jason-cmi of 
Naples, though deserted %* their king, $^-*$01?* *&& %h&fa 
natural loaders, fought irith the most h&f|(ted bmtery in 
defence of their country. Sfh© desperate conflict continued from 
the 21st to the 23d of January in the environs, thejaH ;*»& 
even the,, .fleets of the city ; and it was not till ihe m&Qm U 
“ The'^gfl'kaxd of 8t Elmo had been seized by a bft4y.#f Ejmr 
politau democrats in the interest of the French that the jtearoni 
leaders mbmitted. flic usual results of French conquest suc- 
ceeded ; all the public treasures and effects were confiscated; and 
a$ew democratic state was proclaimed, under the name of the 
Fhrthenopeian Kepublic. 

.•232. While Italy -wars thus everywhere falling under the, yoke 
of the FrOri|h Directory, Great Britain underwent a perilous pci »* 
Gcal crisis bn the side of Ireland. Without entering into fiwfc* 
various d&uses which had contributed, during the five centimes 
since the English conquest, to the continued sufferings of this 
unhappy country, it must be allowed that the’ uniform policy 
pursued towards it during the whole reign of George III. had 
b^en eminently indulgent and beneficent. From 1780 to 1798, 


the mo^gaJ&$p[ parts of the oppressive code, imposed after the 
Involution ij| tCBSp had been removed : but sedition continued 
|®d)ated ; and th# leaders of the malcontents had been for some 
yfears in intimate correspondence with France. An association 
bulled the “ United Irishmen,” and Comprising many hundred 
thousand members, had been organised throughout the king- 
dom, under a most complete and efficacious system of secret 
subordination, the names pf the chiefs being unknown to the 
inferior agents, #ho obeyed the orders of ^invisible- power# 
.Their real the ©vej&hrqw of the B&ilJfij. gdvamment, 

and of a. repu$lie< allied to Fdnnn— was veiled by 

the psw^.^ king reform ; while the lower* 
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Wm nyrere allur^i^r the prospect of*gberation from tithes to 
i^pProtestant £&|M&nd the restoration of the Roman Catholic 
Ikith. The armed ’lumtance of been secured by a 

treaty conc^sd at Paris in June 1706 by Lord Edward Fitz- 
#?ral<l,$gigpS|e, and O’-Cou^Pr, the leaders of the insurrection ; 
but the dispen$o& of the French fleet at Bantry, and the victory 
of Oamperdown, mined these hopes. The insurgents, becoming 
desperate, broke out into violence, which was retaliated by the 
Protestant yeomanry and the Orangemen, a society formed for 
the support of the British ascendon*^ At the beginning of 1798 
matters came to a crisis : fourteen of the chiefs, whose names had 
been revealed, were seized in Dublin, (March 12 ;) and Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, who escaped at the time, was mortally 
wounded some time after in resisting his arrest. 

283. Notwithstanding the capture of the leaders, the robe! Hon 
broke out at oi^o, in many different points, about the end of May. 
The attempt on Dublin was frustrated by the vigilance of the 
lord-lieutenant ; but fierce encounters took place in. various 
quarters between the royal troops and the insurgents. The latter 
w ere generally worsted ; but their main force, 15,000 strong, 
gained a victory at Enniscorthy, and captured “Wexford. They 
were, however, again routed at New Boss and Newtown harry ; 
and at length (June 21) they sustained a total defeat at Vinegar- 
hill, in the county of Wexford. The insurrection was now com- 
pletely got under, and an amnesty had been granted by the 
government j when the Directory, which had been unaccountably 
supine during the height of the civil war, made an attempt to 
revive the contest by landing 1100 men, (Aug* 22,) under General 
Humbert, at Killala. A militia force of 4000 men was utterly 
routed at Castlebar ; but the French were eventually compelled 
to surrender (Sept. 8) to a corps under Lord Cornwallis. A 
French squadron, which shortly after repeated the attempt, was 
captured by Sir John Borlase Warren j and Wolfe Torte, wlip 
was on board, prevented a public execution by suicide. 

234. The British naval annals of this year (1798) present* no- 
thing of note, except the capture of Minorca ; but the unbounded 
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arrogance of the Directory had nearly involved France in a iuvaj^> 
war with dispu^tfrosc from a deerfce£ 

(Jan.) declaring contraband the cargoes of all ship?, neutral or 
otherwise, which had touched at a British port ij^ltsdf.imrquo 
were issued, and numerous vessels belonging M^Ataericans (who 
were then the great neutral carriers of the captured hr 

Fren c h private^ rs. The in voys f.en t to Paris were domed a p u J die 
audience of the Directors ; while it was privately intimate 1 to 
them that a public loan of Ji. 000,000 from the States to the 
Republic, and a further gift or bribe of «££0, 000 for the private 
use of the Directory was indispensable for their favourable recep- 
tion. This disgraceful proposal was indignantly rejected ; the 
envoys left Pari' 1 , find all commercial intercourse with France 
was suspended, Tho Hanse Towns, less fortunate, were com- 
polled to purchase inviolability for their neutral flag by the pay- 
ment of £150,000. 

iioo. At the end of tin** year, Frrnco had no less than six. affi- 
liated republics at her side— tint Batavian, Cisalpine, Ligurian, 
Helvetic, Roman, and Fact hen upeian — mid her dominion was 
thus virtually established from tin Texel to the extremity of 
Calabria. Meanwhile tl i o negotiation* at ItJistadt, notwithstand- 
ing their length and iultieacy, had led to no satisfactory result. 
When tho secret articles of (Jacopo For mi o transpired, which 
stipulated the extension of the Republican frontier to the Rhine, 
loud reclamations brohe out fr* m the German princes thus dis- 
possessed, against this dismemberment of the Empire ; but the 
Imperial ministers Wpliod with truth, that Austria had exhausted 
her resources in efforts to maintain the integrity of 'Germany : 

“ If she has been unsuccessful, kl those answer for it who con- 
tributed nothing towards the common cause. 9 ' The’ question 
of indemnifying the deprived princes next came under consider- 
ation ; but before this was settled, tho conferences w ere brought 
to an unexpected close* The residence of Born&dotte, the French 
ambassador at Vienna, imd been attacked and 4 : outraged by 
the mob, w|)psn he had ir^feded Jby.au imprudent parade of 
revolutionary emblems ati$$ before this insult had been satis- 
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faetorily explained, thetnarch<dSSiJSKaii f&lny tlirajjjgi Moi&tip 
gave fresh umbrage. The ^mttor^^dechired that 'the crossing 
of the Germanic frontier by the Ru|£ians would be considered 
|# declaration of war ; and us this notice was disregarded, the 
‘negotiations at Rasta dt came virtually to an end. 


1 [jjgjK, VII, Campaign IK , * 

he fettbj of the Nile, by destroying th&tfppli of RejmJjJJ* 
can irn^nei bill ty f had every where revhed the kfetof resh&nco 
France, ^Ahstria felt that *Ke might n*#w ipjfj&w? her losses, 
JpST ya^eady for the fieh| with an aomii ably army of 

*2C0,lWrgi^W5 + i^?i immense artillery, find support^ by $8)000 
Russians ujM^^uVurrolf, vs hum ibe Czar had at length 
aid the ^ggifitKia cause. Turkey was preparing her fleets and 
a/ftdes to <#irio?e the victor of tin Pyramids in the kiil^ldiia h& 
hyd won ; and an oilbuaiva and d«*f. »»hivc alliauco had been con- 
tinued (Dec, IS, 1798) between Great Britain and Russia, in 
which Britain agreed to advance £3SL&4)(g) Jt and a monthly sub- 
sidy of £75.000, as the prift^of Russian co-operation, 
f *S r i7* ^03^|pcing thfc fresh confederacy thus formed against them, 
m 'Directory had resorted^ without scruple to eveiv 

of recruiting their shattered finances ; while, to fill tho 
°* tTie iirmy, which had b&eij^catly thinned by the subs!* 
Nkry pfAU e revohjtim^y forvou^ they enacted the famous Law 
of threoiiscr? ptKai ? by which o very frenchman from 20 to 45 
was ScQarod liable j^uililary service^ and to be drawn by |ft o%' 
the you^'^^iond, orftinj class was to be called on, ^ ||§kSvy 
ot <&) tins principle was immediately ordered, II ul 


land and Switzerland were each called on for a contingent of 
18,000 men and the Repute ready for tile field. 

But SO, 000 of her bes< troops, am} general,' wer$ exiles 

in Egypt; and of all her vast armrea.wly 170,000 men were 
disposable fur the actual shock of w ar* forces weae 

superior Loth in number and equipment } and the arrival of tho 
^Russians, who had not yet come up, would soon still further 






' m 

1 V 


commenced by the passage 
m 1st March ; Wht|& M asseha 


I tMr 
if the Upper 8Mne% Jjc 
mmultaiwu^ Orisons and the Tyrol Or 0th 

March the Ah&iaU general Auffenberg, surrounded by Massena 
In the Grnsoiis, wii compelled to lay down his arms^ with 20Q0 
men ; while Oudinotonthe left drove Hotze within t%J|rtrendtfc- 
ments of Feidkireh, J-ecourbc, crossing from BdnMMt ,hy the 
terrible defile of the Yia-Mala, advanced agailjj^^rjtnstmn 
tion at Mgr^nsbrnek^ while Loi&m arid 

;) and Laudoh, 'the Imperial commander, 
escaped 1 * ew hundred, men by. the Oeb&tcb glacte; 

Feldkirch, strong both in itsforSftfflitP^' 
and bad baffSed with great los^j ftfl the attacks if 

Massena and Oudiaot, and they fell back acres* the BftinA 

dan, daring these movements, hal^taJken nYu.wfeg 
l^tween the Danube and tho lake of Constance s 
he fis lere attacked (March 21) by the Archduke, and compelled 
to fS8 back with considerable loss before the numerical supefiW 
ority of the Imperialists, to Stockach. the point where the roads 
to Su&bia and Switzerland unite. As he could not retire further 
without abandoning hit communications with Jifeenh, he 
attacked the Austrians on the morning of the £6fS"lfe^h^f«id : a 
general battle ensued. The right wing of the enemy ^$s 
bydhe vigorous onset of ^n1t-and v 4l Cyr ; but the Ajrchdu^| 
Instantly repaired in pemtfto the menaced point with tho 
of his troops, and a furious struggle took place. The 
he|| tbeh- tanhi^grout^ with obstinate valour, 

<^|piirstenberg and Anhalt-Bemberg were killed iu| 

Austrian grenadier^* %at Soult was at length &anp 
, - gumns were charged and < 

The loss was nearly equal-~about 
of tho Austrians was incisive; 
uSi, however, prevented the Amfe- 
ich before Switzerland was cleared 
jre ‘allowed to retreat unmolested 
tie Black Fomst, m d across tho Bhiae, (April 7.) 


by the Imperi&fM 

moon mkntB'f 
The orders of the 
duke from' 
of 




a&Mhibxs h swm^Lwn., >r>. 
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239. Jourd&a soon after resigned the command inji%itsl,4nd 
the armies dn the Rhine and in the Alps were nnitlfd unto 
Massena. Drawing hack his advanced ^osts 
Upper Adige, and abandoning the Rhine* thi&jah|^g^heral coi£- 
cenjpted 1&3 forces on an inner line of device* ron the rifej 
' Liqymat or LUith, a stream running through the lake of Zurich 
in which^toyiSlic fixed his headquarters* On 30th April, the^, 
"'Imperialists made a general attack on his whole line in the 
Orisons, while the peasants of the small cantons rose in insur- 
rection in his rear j but though the Austrians failed in forcing 
the French communications at Luciensteg, Massewa was com- 
pelled to withdraw his troops from ifap* JSngadine, in order to 
crush the revuiters, who wore punishect with all the severity of w 
military execution. A second attack on Lnciensteg (May 14) 
was more successful : after a Operate Conflict, that important 
fejtified post. Was carried by . itntxe, and its defenders made, 

{ Prisoners. The French were npw &gaixi compelled to Ml hack : 
jecourbo, with the right wing, held the line of the river Reuss, 
while the bulk of the army assembled round the headquarters, 
at Zurich ; till the Archduke crossing the Rhine M ^tein \aflfiE 
Fglisau, (May 22,) forced the French centre at Btelgpass^ .Stay 
25,) and effected his junction with Jlotze, who Had .crossed the 
uppey>art of the stream in the Orisons, Loison, off the eitffine 
right, was meanwhile defeated at M onte-Conere byijohenzoliern , 
and at length (May 29) driven with loss over the snowy summit 
. of the St Gothard to Wasen. . 

'^■$40. Massena, with his characteristic obstinacy, still held his 
defensive position at Zurich, the natural strength of which he 
haft improved by the erection of formidable redoubts. On the 
httfljjf June, the whole extent of his lines was attacked by the 
Austrian main army under the Archduke ; and though, after a 
bloody conflict, the assailants weroarepulsed with a loss of 3000 
men, the French commander, rotm&ted during; the night, and 
took up fresh gromid on Mount Ajbis, between, fhqSake of Zurich 
1 and the A ait; The vast stores iff the arsenals of Zurich ' 

the hands of the Imperialists ; the provisional governmcnt^the 
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HelyBt^-ltepiil>l i c fled from Lucerne to Berne ; and the contin* 
of J00O men, which the Swiss had been forced to furnish 
jfqp tl!& deserted their unwelcome allies by whole 

almost entirely dissolved* 

", ML The ^hp#6ncement of hostilities in, Italy was equally 
Unfavourable t#fe&Republican arms. Scherer, Md only 07,000 
liiiSn, including conscripts, ready on the Adigew oppose 58,000 
Imperialists, with 6000 horse lying <8$ the Tagliamento under 
Kray, supported by a reserve of 25,000 in Carinthid, and provided 
with an exceedingly numerous and effective field-artillery, in 
which arm they had made great improvements during the two 
“years* peace. The anxiety of the French general, however, to 
anticipate the arrival ofSfc© Russians under SuwarroiT, led him 
to commence an attach (]^aitrh v 2%pn the Austrian positions, 
which was at first Republicans nearly reached 

the walls of Veronfej, mifeMEs partial advantage was counter- 
balanced" by the as^dispeMon of the left wing, and the 
action led to no'decrsBe results,- Itsoon became obvious, how- 
ever, that the gen i u» was not possessed by his 

successor : the French ^t^tffihed surer e loss in repeated attempts 
to ftpga l ine Adige, .till, after nU^irous counter-marches and 
pa^pj actions, the two armies ‘encountered each other (April 5) 
odfjp© marshy* plum of Magnano ; the French having 41,000 
men in the Sold,* the Austrians nearly 45,000. The nature of the 
ground, intersected: with numerous small streams, was unfavour- 
able to combined^ ppemtions ; ^ach division combated almost 
separately, and 'the fortune of 'the day was inclining in favoujev# 


^tho French, when it was restored by tbo advance of Kray In 
person with the reserve. The French right wing was entW^ 
routed* and driven off the field, and the whole army.:ga^e'wa^ 
in disorder, with the loss of 4000 prisoners, an<| 
killed and wounded. Thojpteublieans rctreasfod : ia confusion 
behlnd^^Gh^p^ioudly^^^lurlng at the incapacity of their 
general ] i^ns, 0Smlj pursuing, were joined, # 
Jpwr Russians undhr the famous 

Buwarietf. t * 
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i Moreau at the m&h time succeeded Sober** fe the com* 
'^^oftheFmch army of Italy ; hut it vps redtlc^’by sickness 
aiid the*#ord to 28 ) (3^^cpmhataiits, and, abandoning the tin* 
stores and u^m artillery at Cremona, ho Ml hj|k; 

Adda, 'm.* Rentier foTtomm of' the Cisalpine 
Republic were thus Wt"tOytheir own resources ; Feschiera was 
oarrie^ by assault; Brescia ritrieude*ed f# Kray (April 20;) 

' Mantua and Feryara -were blockaded, and Su 
, ; tn the passage of the Adda. All the points mtif 

thiftdest^ had Wo carefully fortified by the French ; Wi the 
' divisions of Oti andWukassovich succeeded (on the night of April 
$5-6) in effecting the passage by surprise at different points, and ' 
thus intercepting the communications between the French corps. 

‘ Berrurier was totally cut off; and obliged to surrender with 7000 
men : the French retreated in infusion behind the Ticino, and 
Suwarroff entered Milan in triumph, (April 20.) Moreau, in 
the fnean time, whose forces now amounted to scarce a third of 
those opposed to him, continued to retire, in two columns, on 
Turin and Alessandria, there to await the arrival of Macdonald 
and his army from Naples, He repulsed *with loss an attempt 
of the Russian corps of Rosenberg to croa$ the Fo at Valenxa, 
(May il :) but, finding his ground rendered untenable by a 
general insurrection of Fiedmou^e he attempted 

to retreat by the crest of tho Afw^mfees towards Turin. Bu war- 
roff, however, had mad* a rapid movement towards that city, 
which was surprised (May 27) by his advanced guard ^tinder 
Wukassovich : the castle of Milan had fallen on the M&'jkhuB 
completing the conquest of Lombardy ; and Moreau v|||.oom- 
pelled to turn his stops towards Genoa, the only rallym^point 
where he could hope to be Joined by Macdonald. 'Sho "great 
road, however, was blocked Up by the town of Oey^which was 
successfully defended by the insurgents, aided by a small Aus- 
trian force ; and Moreau’s situation would have been hdpdess 
had not tire exertions of the French engi^ers sue^qded in mak* : 
ing the mountain paths of the Apennin m gWcth#^^ ^ 

—and by these tracks ho arriveftsafe at Lo^^'otlla^ng a 



> , the tkebria. 


j^fajyTpjfeirar ro fT, v&'ll falf^rc of th'* value of timn u * 
iPWi^i m 'eager to^&tusk Morn’s discomfited army in Itajr 
before! ge of ^Iptooal d ; but t§f jmiMn 
$0ft& ofrthe Aulie aftetiftingJraP 


thing further in this «p*| 
accordingly to confine*! 


ipfcto' spreading jhia'tewfi 


through Piedmont, a&d: up to th^djwiitiers of France, * r *jl 
« maid— lotting behind him aj^insjp^^ 
which the ec^opeibtie^if 
soon OTlii^ywjosaful — moved rapidly norcb^iSs 
men toritke assistance of Moreau. The phutfgit*w eoticerjted h ®~ 4 
tween these two generals was to thrmter* thjw^mnidm'lfewbf 
fcho Allies by a demonstration on the LoVer a setfeme 
dered foam hie by the immense dispersion of' the AIM! corps''’ 
Macdonald, accordingly, after reorganising his troops crossed the 


Apennines and dvme tin ImjHU-iidishi with loss froia Mode na^ 
Panua, and riwcnth* (dune j ; v and 1 <'k) But no sodherdidh 
Suwarroff learn his advance, than (emulating eix^mk' reso- 
lution by which Napoleon bad overthrown MTurftw on the 
Adige, three years befor^V filled hi all his advanced 

posts, directed the siege of Mantua, and bv the 

1 5th had as^i6bl|p* 3t>A>0j» aud 6000 Jiorsu atOarofalo. The, 
armies met of the 17th, in th* plain between 

the Apennines a»$ -®|^^rseeteil stream of 
the Trcbbia* The first My, though severe, was 

indeduve, and Jfcly same gnu ml 

oM-i^AUwo bc%<F ^hy thf and 

OartMppian^ On thtr ISjJr, however/ tbo listen marshal 
directeS his best troops, under Roscnterg and Bt^Tathion, against 
the.divin^of l^bor and the Polee|m&or BombiWsky, on the 
French hoping* tdjeut off^o communication between 

Macddnahl anrf'lfegregm §&e Republicans were driven oyer the 
but at nigh* the Russians resumed their former ground, 
and it was pot till, the I9t)t that the sanguinary ’conflict w?u* 
decided. On tjbai day ||0^jto&ld 9 assn mi ug the offensive, crossed 
the Tsebbia*Jg|r^^ at once both flanks of the 
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enemy; but the invincible firmness of the Russian infantry 
sustained the shock, and the scale was turned by a well-timed 
charge of the reserve under Prince Lichtenstein. The victory in 
this terrible battle, the most bloody and obstinate since the 
beginning of the war, remained with the Allies ; and Macdonald 
decamped during the night, having lost 12,000 in killed and 
wounded out of 3(3.000. 

244. The loss of the victors was ?>linost equally severe ; but 
they pressed with unabated vigour the disastrous retreat of the 
French over tho Apennines, indicting on them a loss in prisoners 
nearly ( qual to that sustained in the battle. The pursuit of 
Ruvrarroft was, however, checked by news of the advance of 
Moicati, who had indicted a ere defeat on Roll egarde, near 
Alessandria *, but who retreated to his funner position on learning 
the >V! <>f tin* citadel of Twin, (June 20,) and the approach of Ihc 
victorious J-'uwarroif. Macdonald, meanwhile, gained Gcnoflt 
(July 17,) after a long and painful circuit, with hb. shattered 
forces in the most deplorable condition ; and Joubcrt suou after 
arrhvd to take the command of both arxnk *. A t length Mantua, 
after a pertinacious defence against Kray, wes compelled to sur- 
render on 30 th July; the citadel of Alessandria hod already (July 
I 1 ?) viud- d to B<lh*g:mle, and Tortoni and Coni wore jn vested . 
out in the mean time the French force at Genoa had been raised to 
4S,000 men, including 3000 horse, by tlie arrival of the army of 
Naples, (July 29,) and Joubcrt in&tantly advanced to relieve the 
beleaguered fortresses. He had not, however, learned tho fall of 
Mantua, aiid was unprepared for the superiority of force which 
the consequent junction of Kray’s corps had given the main 
arm) of the Allies, whose numbers exceeded tbs French by 
’10,900, when the two hosts came in contact near Novi on the 
evening of 14th August. At five on the following morning, tho 
French position was assaulted at all points ; the Republicans, 
takon by surprise among the \ ineyards and ravines at tho foot 
of the Apennines, were thrown into disorder ; apd doubert him- 
self was killed while gallantly striving to re-form his krokop 
battalions, but the arrival of Moreau restored the batyle ; the 
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were again driven down the sfajfci *>nd the firm 

the Republicans, though pressed di^pl^fise whole day : 
bycbmbin&I and furious charges, remaiiiei^^jrokea at four * 
( **:*i. "The resolution of SuwarrofF was still unshaken 5 and a 
fresh attack byMelaa r who had just come up with his division, 
having at length succeeded in turning the French right, Moreau 
was compelled to order a general retreat, which was soon con- 
verted into a rout. The whole army disbanded and fled in 
confusion : Colli, with his entire brigade, was made prisoner, 
Grouchy and Periguon were wounded arid taken, and the total 
loss amounted to 7000 killed and wounded, 3000 prisoners, and 
37 pieces of cannon. Moreau regained his former position in the 
defiles of the Apennines, and Tortena immediately surrendered 
to the Allies. 

245 Switzerland In the mean time had become the theatre of 
even more important events. Since the capture of Zurich, the 
Archduke had been watching the Republicans on theLimmat,and 
expecting the anival of Korsakoff , but the Aulie Council, with 
unaccountable infatuation, ordered him at this important junc- 
ture to repair with the bulk of his ‘army to the Rhine, leaving 
Switzerland to Korsakoff' and the Russians, Before these in- 
judicious orders, however, could bo carried into effect, Massena 
had boldly assumed the offensive (Aug. 14) by a false attack onw 
Zurich, intended to mask the operations of his right wing, which ‘ 
meanwhile, under Lcoourhe, was directed against the St Goiharcl, 
in order to cut off the communication between the Allied forces 
in Switzerland and in Italy, These attacks proved completely 
successful. The Imperialists were driven by Leeourbe and Oudi- 
not from Schwytz, and afterwards from Alidorf, up the valley 
of the Reuss ; and Colonel Stanch having quitted the important 
ridges of the Grimsel and the Furca to repel the advance of 
General Thurreau in the Valais, they were seized during his 
absence by General Gudin $ while Leeourbe, pursuing his career 
of victory on the Rfeuss,.r^aircd the chasm of the Devlfs Bridge 
in the pass of Schollenen, ijrhich had been blown up by the 
retreating Auatrlahk, (Aug. m) Thu Imperialists, now finding 

* ' 11 « * ’ ' ^Ht 1 ^ ‘/c ■ *&’** , ' 
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their flank $k$naced by Gudin from TJrsoren, fell back to the 
Onspaityvnear of the Rhine, where they -wore assailed* 

with leas to llanU; a French detachment 
at tlio saii$thno seizing the Rt Gothard, and establishing itself 
at Airofjo, on the southern declivity. Recourbe’s left bad mean** 
while cleared the banks of the lake of Zurich of the enemy, who 
were driven back into Glnrus. 

r 246. To obtain these brilliant successes on the right, Maseru a had 
been obliged to weaken his left wing ; and the Archduke, now 
reinforced by 20/XJ0 Russians, allnnpted lu :r ail lninsvif of this 
timmi&ianeo to force the passage of the Rimma u In low Zurich, 
(Aug, 16 00(117 ;) hut this enterprise, the su< cess of which might 
have altered the fate of the war, failed from the defective con- 
struction of the pontoons ; and the positive or^ei^of the Aulie 
Council forbade Ids remaining longer in B^fS^jteftd, Accord- 
ingly, leaving Ayoo men under ITotzo to, j?u o nuh« df, ho 
inarclicti for th« 1 r pper Rhine, white heXtaswj^ his approach, 
abandoned the siege of P-hi lip-burg, nnd,relifed to Mannheim ; 
but lies important post, tin* defences of which were imperfectly 
restored, was carried by a c,n t t-tl'-main, (Sept. ',$) and the French 
drven with severe loss over the Rhine. 

ss47. But this success war deal ly bought by iho disasters in Swit- 
zerland. which followed the Archdukes departure. 11 had beers 
arranged that RnwarrofT was t«* move from Bel) in zona, (Sept. 
91,) and after retaking Rt O-diumi, combine with Jvorsakotf 
iri a treat attack ou Massemi, while tlowo assailed him in,, flank.. 
But Masscsci. who was now the superior in numbers, determined 
to ant!<M«‘le the arrival of Rv vvarroff by striking a blow 1 , for 
width the p rc:.u ui ptuous conti deuce of K<»r-ukutT gave him in- 
creased facility. On the evening of 24th S ptetnher. the passage 
of the river was surprised below Zurich, and the heights of 
Cl osier- Rah r earned by Storm ; and, in the course .of the xunrt 
day, Komkuf, with his main army, was completely hemmed 
in at Zurich by the superior generalship of th# French com-, 
*ua?ider, who summoned the Russians - to surrender. But the" 
ptfkjpry showily these desperate chscumstances 
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arrogance ; outlie 28th, the Russian coluttms^ 
I^mh^g £roni the town, fowl their way with the courage of < 
despair through the surrounding masses of while a 

slender rear-guard defended the ramparts of Zurich till the 
remainder had extricated themselves* The town was a$ length 
entered; and a frightful carnage ensued in the street%in the 
midst of which the illustrious Lavater was barbarously shot by 
a French soldier : while Korsakoff, after losing 8000 killed and 
wounded, 6000 prisoners, 100 pieces of cannon, and all Ms 
ammunition, storey and .military chest, succeeded in reaching * 
Behalf hausen. The attack of Boult above the take (Sept 25) was 
equally triumphant. The gallant Hotfce, who commanded in 
that quarter, was killed in the first encounter; and the Aus- 
trians, giving wa^ ip consternation, were driven over the Thiers, 
and at length^Ml^te Rhine, with the loss of 20 guns and 3000 
prisoners. V' 

21b. Suwarr^pL the mean time was gallantly performing his 
part of the plat#** w the 23d of September, tho French posts at 
Airolo ami St Oothard were carried, after a desperate resistance,/ 
by the Russian main force, while their flank was turned by 
Rosenberg ; and Leeourbe, hastily retreating, broke down the; 
Devil’s Bridge to check the advance of the enemy, A scene of 
useless butchery followed, the two parties firing on each other 
from the opposite brinks cf the impassable abyss ; but the flank 
of the French was at length turned, the bridge repaired, and thd 
Russians, pressing on in triumph, joined the Austrian corps of 
Auffenberg, at Wascn, and repulsed the French beyond Altdorf. 
But this was the Kmit of the old marshal’s success. After effect- 
ing With severe loss the passage of the tremendous defiles and 
ridges of the Sehachenthal, between Altdorf and Mutton, he 
found that Lfnken and JeOachidi, who were to have moved from 
Coire to co-operate with him, had again retreated on learning’ 
vhe disaster at Zurich ; and SuwarrofF found himself in tho 
midst of the enemy, with Jdassena on one side and Molitor 
on tho other. With the utn^t d^M^the veteran conqueror 
was prevailed upon, lor thf. *- 
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retreat, ifhich had become indispensable, and the beads of bis 
columns weft turned towards Glarus and the Orisons. But 
though the attack of Masson a on their rear In the Mutton thal 
■was repulsed with the loss of 2000 men, their onward route was 
^barred at Naefels by Molitor, who defied all the efforts of Prince 
Bagrathion to dislodge him ; and in the midst of a heavy fall of 
snow, which obliterated the mountain paths, the Russian army 
wound its way (Oct. 5) in single file over the rugged and sterile 
peaks of the Alps of Glarus. Number* perished of cold, or foil 
over the precipices ; but nothing could overcome tin* unconquer- 
able spirit of the soldiers . without fire or stores, and compelled 
to bivouac* on the «now, they .still struggled on through incredible 
hardships till lice dreadful march terminated (Oct. 10) at I hint/.. 
Much was t he famous passage of the Alp's by SuwarrofT Korsa- 
koff in the meanwhile (Oct. 1-7) had main taint'd a desperate 
conflict near Constancy till the return of the Archduke checked 
the efforts of tin French ; and the Allies, abandoning the St 
Gothard, and all the other posts they still held hi Switzerland, 
ronecnii' :ol their fovos on the Rhine, which became the 
bound vy of the two armies. 

219,; W bile these desperate conflicts were in progress in Southern 
Buropo, Britain was pieparing, in conjunction with Russia, an 
expedition against Holland, on a scale more commensurate with 
her power than any which she had yet sent forth. The J)irec- - 
dory were alarmed by tlic reports of the vast naval preparations 
in the British harbours ; but they could spare no soldiers to re- 
inforce Bruno, who had only 15,090 French and 20,000 Butch 
troops. On the 2Sfch of August tin* first British division, 17,000 
strong, under Sir Ralph Abercronibv, effected its landing at the 
Holder, in the face of the Batavians under Daeurfels ; and tlm 
fleet under Admiral fStory at the Tex cl, consisting of eight ships 
, & the. line and numerous frigates and 4 lmaller vessels, sur- 
remised without firing a shot. An attempt of a greatly supe- 
rior French force under Van damme (Sept. 10) to dislodge, Ihfc 
Brifi|U from their positions, was repulsed wfih considerable 
slaughter; and between the ljftb and 15th, the invaders were 
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raised to 35,000 by the arrival of if, 000 Eliasian* and 12,000 :' 
British,*— the Duke Of York taking the chief command. Yh# 
Allies now advanced from the Holder, and an obstinate engage- 
ment ensued (Soph 10) in front of Alkmaar : the British were 
victorious on the centre and left ; hut this advantage was neu- 
tralised by the rout of the Russians on the right, and both armies 
reoecupied their former lines. The attack Was renewed, how- 
ever, on the arrival of reinforcements, (Oct. %) when Bruno wa* 
routed and driven from the lines of Alkmaar; but a second 
well -contested action, (Oct 6,) though the barren honours of the 
field remained with the Allies, failed in, its intended object of 
giving them possession of Haarlem as a central point whence to 
maintain their footing in the country. Their situation, notwith- 
standing their successes, was now becoming highly precarious?, 
from the inclemency of the season, the increasing sickness of the ■ 
troops, and tbo want of supplies. They were compelled to fall 
back on their former positions, closely pursued by Bruno, tilh 
' {Oct. 8) the Duke of York, finding that only eleven days' provi- 
sion remained for th* v t loops, wlms** number was reduced to 20,000 
effective men, entered hno a convention with the French com- 
mander for the evacuation of Holland, which was carried into 
effect before the end of November. 

2.X). In Italy, after the disastrous battle of Novi, the Directory 
had given the leadership of the armies, both of Italy and Savoy, to 
the gallant Cbampkmnet ; but he could muster only 54,000 It oops 
and GOOD raw conscripts to oppose Mel as, who had succeeded 
Binvarroff in the command, and who had 88,000, besides his gar- 
risons and detachments. The proposition of Champlonnot had 
been to fall back, with his army still eutire, to the other side of 
the Alps : but his orders were positive to attempt ihe relief of 
Coni, then besieged by the Austrians ; and after a desultory war- 
fare for several wcfjjjfe^ he commenced a^fetisive movement for 
that purpose at the end of October, with 35,000 men. But beford 
the different French columns could effect a. junction, they, wore 
separately assailed by Mela*; the divisions of Grenier and Victor 
w ere overwhelmed at Gei^l%^pTov. 4,) and defeated with the 
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lorn of 7000 men ; and though St Oyr r%u3sed the Imperialists 
(Not. 10) on the plateau of Novi, Coni was left to its fate, and 
surrendered with ali its garrison, (Doc. 4.) An epidemic disorder 
broke out in the French array, to which Charapionuefc himself, 
and numerous soldiers, fell victims : the troopsydying way to 
despair, ahandcfiod their standards by huudred^^pjs|mtied to 
France ; 'and it was with difficulty that the eloquiljp^^ 
of St Oyr succeeded in keeping together a sufficient number to 
defend the Bochetta pass, in front of Genoa, the loss of which 
would have entailed destruction on the whole army. * The dis- 
comfited Republicans were driven back on their own frontiers ; 
mid, excepting Genoa, the tricolor flag was everywhere expelled 
from Italy. 

251. At the same time the campaign on the Rhine was drawing 
to si close. The army of Massena was not strong enough to follow 
up the brilliant success at Zurich, and the jeah»ua$$M>f the Aus- 
trians and Russians, who mutually laid on Oacivdtmr the blame 
of the late disasters, prevented their acting cordially in concert 
against him. Buwarrotf at length, In a lit of exasperation, drew 
elf his troops to winter quarters in Bavaria, and took no further 
share in the war ; and a fruitless attempt in November against 
Riilipsburg, by Lecourbe, who had been transferred to the 
command on the Lower Rhine, dosed the operations in that 
quarter. 

VIII. Internal state of France — the Directory — return of Buona- 
parte from Egypt — he is elected First Consul 

252. Meanwhile, in France, the illusions of republicanism had 
parsed away ; the rapid vicissitudes had overturned the' previous 
ideas of all men, while the rule of the middle classes and of the 
mob had conic and vanished like sanguinary but fleeting visions. 
Society emerged weakened and disjointed from the chaos ; and 
all classes, despairing of any real amelioration, rushed headlong- 
into the luxuries of private life. Female influence resumed its' 
previous ascendancy, and society its wonted order jand never 
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'ware manners mo^e^rapi; 0 f fbrtipltfe* mere prodigy lha» ^ 
nft&er ; the Bir^ctdiff '; The transition was ee«y from democratic - 
extravagance to sensuality Y and the passions, tu« restrained by 
any religions belief, were indulged without control. 

253. Tbe$ectiom of the third part of the deputies who were to 

he newly cho» 0 ii, {p> 05,) ended mostly in .th$ ^return of men 
^moderate $tineiples ; hut their influence was incoii&iderabio 
•compared with that exercised by the remaining members of tho 
old Assembly. Two hundred and fifty of their number were 
•chosen by ballot inform the Council Of Ancients ; and the choice 
of Directors, after some hesitation, fell on Bamts, Kewbell, Lure- 
veillero^p&nx, i^tounumr, and Carnot. Of .these, Barm was 
evidently. tho oth* most qualified t*> take the. lead, from tho audacity 
and decision which he had oft* n Awn, and particularly on the 
Uato revolt of the Section*; but ins indolent and voluptuous, 
though hau^^f temperament, fitted him rather to command in 
perilous than to conduct tho ordinary routine of bo*!* 

was, Rewboll, on the contrary, though devoid of distinguished 
talent or. eloquence, was useful from his habits of business and 
Iftio wledgc of forms. Bare vet Here- Lcymux, a sincere Republican 
and Girondist, was of a mild and gentle disposition, with nd 
marked characteristic bat fanaticism in tin* cause of natural 
religion against Christianity ; i»nd Letouroeur was an old officer 
of artillery. It was on the genius of Carnot -done that tho 
administration depended for its general efficiency. 

254. Among the innumerable difficulties which beset' the Di- 
rectors on their accession to power, the most pressing was that of 
the assignats, which had fallen at length to on <> -thousandth pan 
of their nominal value. To conceal and cheek this enormous de- 
preciation, a new paper-money was issued, called territorial man* 
dates 3 intended to withdraw the assignats at the rate of thirty to 
one ; and this expedient, m the holder was entitled to exchange 
his paper, by a summary process, to the land m which it was 
secured, met with 'trniaia^t|suecess. But h was impossible to 
sustain at par a paper-m^&ey which was worth nothing in 
foreign states : the mmda & & speedily shared the &te of the 



$w%ni its { ' and began to poor 

in footn foroign^qne$t supply ;5a,^mo;r'|B^stii , o the general 
want of a cfrcnlaiing and public offi- 

ceY% who were still paid in reduced almost to 

f^r^atton. The armies in the Interior were not less deplorably 
situated '£ the roads were covered with troops of brigands, formed 
of deserters, whom hunger had driven from their standards ; and 
the general distress was infeed toaecounf by foreign speculators, 
whose command of mdfeEW insure onable&ofbem to buy up 
the most costly effects at incredibly inadeq,ttife>prices. * Ui 

255. The crisis at length arrived. On the 16th July 17tJ§/tbc 
national bankruptcy was in effect proclaimed, by a decree which 
authorised all persons to transact business in whatever money 
they chose, and reduced the mandates to thoir: current value. 
Thus ended, after six years, the system of fictitious paper credit, 
which on the one hand had ruined the public creditors, aud^all 
those formerly opulent ; and, on the other, had virtually annulled 
all debts by the elusory form in which payment might be made, 
and had enabled the holders of government paper to purchase 
the national domains for almost nothing. Such a revolution 
in individual J&M^unes had never before been effected. The 
Directory was now compelled to adapt the expenditure as 
far as possible to the real revenue, which was calculated at 
£50,000,000 for 1796 : but it fell short of this sum, while the 
outlay far exceeded the estimates. The income of 1797 was only 
£27,000,000 - } and after the trial and failure of various tempo- 
rary schemes, the bankruptcy of the nation was avowed ; and 
two -thirds of the public burdens summarily extinguished, 
(Aug. 1$, 1797) by conversion into valueless bills, which obtain- 
ed scarcely even a momentary currency. 

256. The attempts of the Directors, during the first year, to 

restore order to the chaos of society, were eminently successful. 
The odioua l&ftrof the masitoqpt ; the press was 
again free 5 the metallic eurr^^^^M^jre^ * and the interns* 1 
^police of theeonti^ restored security. 

still remained prostrate ; the churdiij^#ere closed, an&the sacra- 
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n$Wts imjknowu. of the first s 

elements of the • faith • o£' ; ^nd abhasm was thur* 

made in the social ltistit^4^D»f 0|* Fraiiie, which nothing has 
subsequently been able to rbpalr, Las»teill&re-Depaux attempted 
to establish a system of T heopbilan tliropy, with temples, and a 
sort of liturgy ; but this and similar attempts to supersede Re- 
velation wholly failed. . ' t , - ' 

257. Bp it 

was by the J ae o|agff TMff desperate 

faction had formfilf* new dub-at tffe Pantheon, headed by an 

. rfW. . . 4 ’ . t rr> t , 


and the club was forcibly closed/ i^u^tlpirarfced, the Jacdlrihs 
adopted more covert measures. B^|pean& of secret committees, 
they attempted^ tJmip^r Wilhtth^6«ops m t^c?pip at Cre- 
nelle. and to organise a- revolt for May, wfe&cUfce Directors 


nolle, and to organise a revoR for » May, wbe»4fce Directors 
were to have been murderell^ftd Hie Rei gu of Terw^evivcd in 
even more than its former horror. Bat the trob^^fitsed to 
join the insurgents ; Babu uff and Dai\tli6, his pril|^psd follower, 
were tried, and after attempting suicidp on, corfwiuination, were 
executed ; thirty-one of the inferior agents wetf^i&ot by nlniii- 
tary commission, and the conspiracy was totally dashed. 

258. The terror excited in the public mind by these efforts of 
the Jacobins roused anew the hopes of the royalists, wh<H&trovo 
to guide the reaction in favour of their own views. Thojr first 
attempts proved abortive ; but in the elections of 179.7*when 
one* thirdof lbe members of the two councils were changed, they 
obtained m decided a superiority, as to give them a great majo- 
rity both in the live Hundred and tuc Ancients. Pichegru and 
Barba-Marbois, both royalists, became presidents of the councils ; 


and when Xetonrnenr retired in rotation from the Directory, ho 
was succeeded by Barthetaaman anti-repub)|i#t^ The periodi- 
cal press fell almost f the laindi royalists, 

whose movements ^y the while 

the rendezvous of' party was v ^'^^>J^f Salm. 

Even Carnot, the •iwM'^tt^pro of republics, was fcftbwn t<r 
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bo disposed to royalism, from bis aversion to the late scenes 
of violence ; and so strong was the retrograde torrent, that the 
laws against priests and emigrants were repealed, and an attempt 
of the Directors to control the royalist press was negatived fey 
the Council of Ancients. .Ft was ascertained that the next elec- 
tion would almost wholly extinguish the revolutionary party ; 
mid the Ancients had all oady n solved to transfer the legislature 
to Rouen, near those western provinces which had always Keen 
the stronghold of the Bourbordsts. But the army was still 
strongly republican ; and Barm*, lb w boil and Lurevedl&re- 
LepauXj w ho saw the scaflldd before them as regicides iu the 
event of a restoration, resolved on doefeive measure*. 

259. The co-operation of the military chiefs, ffoche and Buo- 
naparte, Lad been secured by Barm : the latter sent Utv alette 
and A ug* roan tol'arLs to support {he government and address'd 
to the army of Italy (duly 14) a pro** Lunation bruit-Ling the 
strongest republican semi incurs, which were vehemently re- 
sponded to by the soldiery. 

£<>0 Thus powerfully seconded, the Directors' proceeded to 
act vigorn.isly : the- nun bier*, who woit idi reported of royal- 
ism, reulv’O'I by a frejd) ejnir.ot, including Talley mid and 
llodir ; and men from the army of tin* latter wtr** 

quartered round Fans, iu woMiou ol tin* new tsoifotitutKiv 
which forbade troops to he brou^J i vLVji twelve leases of the 
fetish. biro. '*\v c»pp(>hiic puriy foresaw iho impending shoot, 
hut fchc‘ r were strong only in numbers and eloquence, and had 
huh military force at theii disposal. On the nrgfet jof the i 7th 
Fveeti lor, ^ept. 3,) the troops commanded by Augoreuu entered 
iho city and surrounded the Tuiloiies j the guards of the coun- 
cil*-, iu spite of the exhortations of their cumniaudant ltamel, 
refused to act against their follow-soldiers; and by six o'clock 
next morning, Fichegru, Borthelcmy, Ca mi U c- Jon rdmq Troncom 
Dueondray, Boi&sy-d’Anglas, and several hundred* of their party, 
were in prison, —Carnot alone escaping to Clcnfeva. 

261 . The use made by the tltree Directors of ibeir victory Wail 
m tyrannical as the means by which it was gained were uncon- 
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}'Jk0lAja^9»4^^Sr Wt^'iit* immM'& the tmi 
’ counci -tltM-r m^ll&fcl^ii^^tives, la- 
nding ? to tran»portstioii to Guiana, 

than death Ifael £ : seveta^lttmd^s ol^riests 
who tail m^mtly returned to Fmce, were subjected J© the same 
fiwkhmml' Fichegra, with a few ^mpanions, escaped soon 
alter his arrival : of the remainder, only eight priests, Wifh two 
of thd political delinquents, survived the pestilential climate for 
two years, when they weroreealled on the accession of Buonaparte. 
The triumphant faction in France mean while proceeded in their 
eareer of despotistn : ihe freedom of the press and trial by jury 
were #ph 8 hed ; the revolutionary laws against the priests, 
emigrants, and nobles, were re-enacted in their cruel rigour, and 
the forrors of Jacobin rule appeared on the point of revival. 
The judges and authorities throughout the departments were 
arbitrarily changed ; and the revolution of the ibth Fruetidor, 
concerted wjth the leaders of the army, and carried into effect 
by milifoty force, is the true era of the commencement of mili- 
tary in France. The springs of the movement were 

throughout directed by Buonaparte ; and though he Strongly 
disapproved of the abuse of their triumph by the revolutionary 
leaders, ho did not the less clearly perceive, in its inevitable re- 
sults, the furtherance of the projects of his own ambition, 

262. put on the removal of the armies to Ike frontier, on the 
resumption of hostilities i u 1799, the public voice could no longer 
be stifled -and the embarrassment of the tlnahces, with the dis- 
asters at-|^^Shh|^ of the campaign, blew the discontent into 
u flame. TOW elections of a third part of the legislature 
(March) r^ihmed representatives mostly diverse to the govern- 
ment establish?*} by the bayonets of Anger can 5 and ct^plaints 
arose In all quarters, the first result of which was the restoration 
of the liberty of the press, Bewbell had retired in rotation fjo& 
the Directory, and had been- succeeded by $%es, who soon 
entered into a league wi th his colleague Barns, and the generals 
Joubort and Augerean for a change in the government, and the 
overthrow of thethme other Rectors, Lar^^ 
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^hard, and Merlin. Tire conspiracy was supported by a great ma- 
jority in bath councils ; and matters wore soon 'bjroh|ht lfr$ crisis 
by the committees of war, expenditure, and finance icl|Sp^iited 
on information relative to the disorders in their ref^Oeidmi|part» 
,4ti%Uk Tmlhard at length yielded to the - feired 

ir |r<mt office; Lareveill&re-Lepaux and Merlin, afe m otfetV 

3 $b resistance, were compelled to follow hk example — Gainer, 
otrlins, and Roger Dueos, befeg appointed their Mccessors, 
This was called the revolution of the 30th Praiml, (May 25.) 

263. The new Directors, however, were no better qualified than 
.their predecessors to meet the shocks which as^led vil$e spite 
both without and within. Scarcely were ( tha^lnstake^ in office 
when dismay was spread by the forcing^ifte ^nrich, 

and the defeat at the Trobbia ; and the Jaco^^ a^iKt^'theip-. 
selves of the general panic, once more eifer^l^jcolrttfcir 
lurking-places, reopened their clubs, and recommenced their 
harangues. To supply the immediate exigencies Of the®h|§e, \t 
was found necessary to levy forced loans, and to pitt^in^xorcise 
the powers of the conscription ; but the authority of ^verpwifi 
was aim os* paralysed in the provinces, and th# Yendeaus and 

S mms were again in arms and triumphant under Cbetillon 
Bourinont, the future conqueror of Algiers. A barbarous 
He&actmcEit, railed the Law of Hostages, by which the relations 
of emrg ran ts . wore made responsible for all disorders committed 
r in tin:ir. natjy^il&|rlcts, totally failed in its intended effect ^ the 
forced loan was slowly uhd sparingly collected ; and the Jacobins 
declaimed with increased fury m favour of an agrarian* Jaw, 
which had favourite Idea of Babo^fil /Jjn this extreme 

peril, nomination of the celebrated $GU&tt$ as minister df 
police produced important results. An old a regicide, 

and atheist, a principal in the massacres at *|^i|h|^he at once 
perceived that the^aseendai^of his old associates *was irrecover- 
ably on the wane, and,, accordingly addressed himself without 
scruple to theiMubyersion. On the Jacobin 

Glub was again and for ever el^ed‘V^|3yt^ m&U attacks 
which this bold measure drew o%^ e “§o Vere 
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manly crushed by the suppression of eleven journals. Still the ■ 
eon yictioti forced itself on all minds, that tbe sinking fortunes of 
the RipnhJio ppuid be saved from utter ruin *o»ly by the appear- 
jinoe of^pj^iUtarv chief ^fcommanimg talents at the helm : 
«* sai.4 a b$fcd and a sword.” At this 

^pr^is of that Napoleon Buona- 


Jpafrta, iho^ictp^^ Abeukiv, had landed, (Get. 

» z* * * ‘j 

" 4 ^^^frpr%re§s of the conqueror of Egyffy iypm Frejus to 
<mp ^^nbai trftraflplo AU day the^peopl^Joeked 
* ^orowd^toVe i^;i : erp , whq,was't(>.save the Republic ; and his 
^OO^Irfef wij^^kcd by bonfires on the hills. On 16th 

^ G<Hot>eirhe%. * tuns, and on the following day was pre- 
sented the Directory. Splendid encomiums wort 

pronotthced : victories, but mutual distrust was visible 
throughout the Interview. So genera!, indeed, had the eonvic|Mh 
become of the impossibility of longer maintaining the republican 
form of government, that intrigues were far advanced for restor- 
ing monarchy, in Which Sieves, Rarras, and even Buonaparte’s 
brothers, were deeply implicated. Buonaparte, however, though 
convinced that the moment had arrived for seizing supreme? 
power, had'tts yet no fixed plan of operations ; and his conduct 
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GcHot>eV“hc>rm< 

sobted^M*^ 


at this, critical juncture is a memorable instance of his profound 
kno^&igc -of human nature. Though his saloon was constantly 
and men of distinction, he avoided show- 
ing himself in public, wore only the costume of the Institute, 
and invited non^ but scientific men to his dinners in the Rub 


Chanterdne. Jbif under thw unobtrusive bearing, his au|bi* 
tions, designs Wore actively forwarded., Most of thu military 
chiefs wem^lready gained to his views ; though Mqj^n'war 
for sk)mo;4il|b’ reluctant, and the republicanism of ©elihadottii* 
proved imi&mbh either by arguments or promif^ffe^yes, 
Fottche were also more ft less favourable ; 
but GohipV ahd Moulins reused their Burras in 

Vain endeavoured to sound his. intentions *; hnd it was between 
6%es anijbBuonapar to him^f, afteV a banquet at the Council of 
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; Ancients, (Nov. 6,)flm^the detailsof the conspiracy wore finally 

> ' 

Sti&Tho ehtefe offhe different parties, meanwhile, were amused 
With the declarations most acceptable to each ; md on the 18th? 
Brumaire (Not. 8) the first impulse was to be given** On that 
officers of the garrisdi and of the national guard were 
Jb be presented to him by previous appointment; and throe 
i regiments of cavalry, which had requested hint to review them, 
were desired to be in readiness. The Council . of Ancients, 
meanwhile, passed a decree for transferring the legislature to Bt 
Cloud, the execution of which was intrusted to Buonaparte ; and 
the assembled officers, filled with enthusiasm, unanimously pro* 
mised him their support. Attended by this splendid staff, he 
^presented himself at the bar of the Ancients, whom he addressed 
in these words: — u Cjtczeii'representxitives ; theliepublicwas about 
to perish, when you, the collected wisdom of the nation, saved 
it* I come, with all the generals, to offer you our support. W* 
are * Weed to have a republic : I swear it in my owh name, and 
in that of my companions in arms." 7 The Assembly broke up, 
and Buonaparte proceeded to.pass in review the regiments of the 
garrison. 

The decree of the Ancients, meanwhil^l^^c^y^d with 
violent agitation by the Five Hundred, by whom it wfl«|jp|olly 
unexpected ; and Lueien Bonaparte, their president IhSl diffi- 
culty in restraining thoir indignation. At eanwbjle$£t^ Birectory 
was dissolved. Sicyes and Buaos, who were in the secret, 
resigned ; Barms was disposed of w ithput much difficulty ; and 
Oohier and Moulin 8, who remained firm, were put under arrest 
by Moreau. Fouchl, Catnbae^r&s, and all tho public authorities, 
joined the movement; and before night the government was 
annihilated. 

j£07. On the following jpor ning (N ov . 9, Brumaire l#)5000tTO<^» 
surrounded Bt Cloud ; aid the legislature was now to delitfede, 
not under the pikes of the mob, but the bayonets qf* the soldiery. 
The Five Hundred, howeve% manifested so viqlfjft't a spirit V ^ 
opposition, that the minori^if the Ancients resumed coun^go 
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to protest against the impending change ; and $vom the troops^ 
attached as they were to Napoleon, hesitated to act against the 
legislature. The peril of Buonaparte was extreme l arid fee re- 
solved to present himself with his staff at the barof the Ancients : 
hut his agitation rendered his address almost unintelligible, 
m& his appeal to the soldiers roused the opposition to f ary. A 
democrat named Lloglet, called on him to swear to ilio constitu- 
tion ; hut Buonaparte, regaining his energy, denounced the 
repeated violations of the constitution of which tjhe Director# had 
hem guilty, and concluded by threatening the vengeance of his 
followers against any oin* who should. dare to propobo putting 
him hors h hL It was a proposition of this kind which Lad 
proved fatal to K ^bospiorro ; and the Five Hundred, who had 
assembled in the Orangery while the scene in the Ancients was 
in progress, were a I rend v on the point of forcing Lueiento put 
the question of outlawry to the vote, 

2*>S. No time was to L*» L^i in averting this danger ; and Buona- 
parte hastened u> ihv hall of the Five Hundred, which he entered, 
alone, leaving hi< military attendants at the door. But tie was 
instantly m wounded by a furious crowd, exclaiming u Death to 
the dictator i ?xo Cromwell I ” and the soldiers, alarmed at the 
danger o| ;; thid^:gen€[mL mhed forwards and tore him from tho 
hall. >J||p^ft, left unsupported in the president's chair, in vam 
otuleav^Ltod to allay the tempest, arid defend Ills brother, till he 
was removed by another party of soldiers. Buonaparte had now 
uiounted on horsob&ek, and was haranguing the troop# Hu the 
* court* when Luctenf arriving to his support, exclaimed, in a ’'Tice 
of thunder, “ Citizcn-BoldiorM I the President of the Council of 
Five Hundred declares to you, that that body is? enthralled by a 
factious band armed with dagger^ who interdict ail freedom of 
deliberation. Let force expel those who remain in the Orangery : 
they arc representatives, not of the people, but of the, poniardf’ 
A battalion, hcaiiod by Murat and Leolerc, accordingly entered 
the council ; the voices of J ouift&n other deputies, who at - 

tempted to remonstrate, were drowned by tho roll of the drums ; 
and the members, seeing the b&^iaSi at their breasts, escaped 
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8|§9. The AuchpU were thunderstruk at liearljig that actual 
Hie had been att^cjed to dissolve the Ffv$ Hundred j J^utthey 
than to receive the ex plapations tendered 
w.wacktu Th*j^in& kkht about sixty members ofi&e 1 two 
councils assembly amhj^ed a decree abolishing the Directory, 


und Ducos. All ranks peofcl^^fn out with past 
Srions^ felt that -rejijtee cc»l(^i^1^|ain6d only under the sha&rgr 
of military authority;' ’W f joyfufiy acquiesced in the change : 

the nation \vmsauTtid4n^naus Th.1799 to terminate the era of 

r .<• * ^ *■ 

revolution had bf$n to commence it. The universal^ 

syfSnstioifwas ifflgki^wd W^hq clemency with which Dqojjy 
iffkrte used his victory. l^ggw^Uions and few arrests fdU4W«< 
th^riumph of order ovOjnfc^tioji ; on the contrary, ktV 
dOtke J tost Ages, and the foreOTtofa^ero abolished ; the priests 
aBd.^thllfci proscribed on tke e t i dor were allowed to 

xetnro^^and ^fe q i g r was ,jrestdred tCT^no fewer than 9000 state 
prisoner^ Thiri^Btoi^nly cwhe more violent Jacobins ahd 
Eepublloans were g^defldJe^&|&^|ported to Guiana : but even 


EepublRans were grdcrl|^e^&|^^|ported to Guiana: but even 
this sentence $as never^\^( |fececution . 

0. Tk jfiiew conStkut^oi^yeT ?i^mained to be fixed ; and on 
thi? pohif^idyes and Bupiapaj-t c*wtje*a t variance. The former 
wished to vest the exucnjjv<xfh a QtJlnd Elector, who was to bo 
irresponsible, but to eite#rise acj f&ofed&te power except that of 
naming two consuls of the^xferiof and interior, who weTo to 
wield the actual powers of government The practical absurdity 
of this plan was obvious to every one ; and it was decidedly 
negatived by Buonaparte, who clearly saw the necessity of mo- 
narchical rulo for France ; but in order to disguise this fact, and 


cootbe republican jealousy* it was at last agreed that there should 
be three consuls, of whoia.qne aline should possess real authority, 
the other two being only his advisers. Government atone fed 
the right of proposing laws ; and the legislature consisted of— 



the t njeml^ heW lot H& ; % ji jp 
WMto di8ttt«tb»%|M(^vemeasure8 withtfc|* 
and ith^h eorapri^t ^ne hundred tctemborS y 
kthfe jB^l/'of three hundred, without thepc^ 

Notablesof France, chosen hf a»«;<-.^>o|rrv4-. 


h A Legis- 
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tbrnotables o^ljr in the elections 

roioa notables of Fiteee, under ibis system, amounted to 
no more tlian 6000 persons, and from them all the offices of state 
were to be filled; while the influence of the people wasin effect, 
by the process of triple election, completely destroyed. 
members of the legislature received pensions from the 
the senators, £1000 a-year, the tribunes MW t and the members 


of the legislative body ,£400 a-year, , „ ' V , 

271. On the 24th of December the constitution Was proctelined ; 
and, though destroying alUbe object for which the people had t 
combated during ten years, was gladlyad opted by the immense 1 
majority of the nation, who hailed in it the termination of revo- 
lutionary convulsion. The appointments! were at bnoe filled up 
without waiting for the lists of notables, from wkidi, according 
to theory, they were to have been selected* Silyee add Bucos 
withdrew from the, consulate, and theiir places were filled by* 
Cambac^res and Lebrun, men of moderation and probity, and 
well fitted for their functions j Talleyrand became minister of 
foreign affairs, and Foueh6 of police. Thus ended the changes 
of the French Bevolution, in tip establisiiment, by universal 
consent, of a government which swept away every remnant of 
freedom, and consigned the state to the tranquillity of military 
despotism* 
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FttOM^BUOKAPARTE’s ELECTION TO THE CONSULATE TO HI 3 
ASSUMPTION OP THE IMPERIAL CROWN, — 1799-1804, 

* 

I. Measures of France and Britain « 

.. 272, TinfjfijriE sH|> of Buonaparte, on mounting the consular 
to^>opc^Bj[>eaee to England, through a letter addressed 
directly to -Mi lling,. (Doc. 25 ;) but his overtures were deemed 
inadmissible;' and the negotiation came to nothing, Buonaparte, 
as he afterwards^ had no serious intention at this time 

bf concluding peace : £oi> ife. was well aware that his power de~ 
Pf$3ed on bj$ gl^y^Jd^lbis jfbry on bis victories ; and that it 
was only "by the splendour of fresh ‘‘military triumphs that he 
could hopfcto fender it permanent. ’* - * 

273. The*Briti$h government, finding the continuance of the 
w |^uevi table, took the most vigorous measures for its prosecu- 
tiol^rho state of public credit, as exhibited in the budget, was 
l^hehighest degree favourable. The boundless wealth of Great 
BriwuR was pr-'.vcd by a loan of i!8,C0O,(X)0 being obtained, in 
the eifbth year of the war, at 4f per cent ; but both the finan- 
cier and the public overlooked the grievous burden ultimately 
des$j»ed turesuli by borrowing in the three per cents, in which an 
oh%ation of ^100 was incurred for every £60 advanced. Since the 
great crisis and limitation of cash payments in 1797, Bri- 

tish prosjjdity had steadily md rapidly increased ; the stimulus 
industry by the vast government exiwiditure, 
4 irisin^ frdm the war. had occasioned a general rise both in 
prices nnd incomes^ which was not affected to any eonsiderhhie 
extent even by tho'sevijr^fearcity o£ pro visions wl^sh followed 
tho bad harvest of 3 799. The armaments for the y^ai^ouufced 
to 168,000 regular troops, and 80,000 militia ; QIQ^hips bf war, 
including 124 of the 3 me, were in commissi on, and 120,000 seamen 
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$ai fnart * rm voted for the sen-service. Shtee the beginning c ft 
|h«r war ^ appeared from parliamentary returns) only SOS, 000 
men been raised for the troops of the lino— » rranfoer which 

might easily have boon levied in » single year from the popula- 
tion ; and which, if ably conducted and thrown into the scale 
against ^atice, would certainly have terminated the War. A 
subsidy m£2, 500,000 was likewise voted to Austria, Who, as the 
secession of Eussia from the league against France was soon 
unequivocal, was making great efforts to boar the bruntof the 
contest alone. i ‘ i *" " 

$74. The session was signalised by several domestic measures 
of importance — the renewal of the Bank Charter for twenty-one 
years, in consideration of which a loan of £ 3 , 000 , 000 , without 
interest, was advanced by the Pirectora— the coii£ : rmance of die 
suspension of the Habens-Oorpus Act— the Indian budget of Mr 
Pandas— and, lastly, the memorable union of Ireland with Great 
Britain. The debates oh this great question, though highly im- 
portant in British, are not of sufficient moment for quotation 
in European history : it will here be sufficient to state the prin- 
cipal articles of the Treaty of Union. Twenty-eight temporal and 
4 spiritual peers, with 100 commoners, were sent by tralMd.to 
the imperial parliament ; the churches of England andlreland 
were united ; commercial privileges fairly communicated ; and 
the general expenditure ordered to be defrayed, for twenty years 
after the union, in the proportion of twenty for Great Britain 
and two for Ireland. It was not without most violent opposition, 
however, that this great measure was carried in the parlia- 
ment ; in the British the majority in the Commons was $0$ to 
2ti, and in the Lords 75 to 7. -;*V 

27.1’ Meanwhile Prance had exhausted both her ow^mfoumcis 
and those, of the affiliated republics on her frontier, by forced loans 
and requisitions of all sorts ; public credit was utterly exhausted, 
and them was a deficit of £21,000,000 in the revenue of the 
preceding year. But the mia&bshmmi of the firm and vigor- 
eus gomjimont of the Fit^Oouaul arrested these disorders as 
if by enehantment. The capitalists 1 again] eamo forward with 
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advap£es ; the unsold national domains began to find purchasers 
increasing confidence in government ; and even a tax 
•^i^cnty-five per cent on real property, which was substituted 
for the forced loans, however intolerable it wofcld hare been 
under ordinary circumstances, now, gave general mtisfactwm. 

276. The pacification of la Vendee was the wxi t objbef | and the 
rapidity with which it was effected^proves how 

duration of its troubles had been owing to republican Cruelty. 
The Insurgent leaders soon became convinced that they had noW 
a different person to deal with, both the field and the cabinet, 
from the weak and tyrannical Directors ; and negotiations were 
speedily opened. ChatilJon and d’ Anti champs first submitted ; 
Suzanne t and the Abb6 Bernier (afterwards made Bishop Of Or- 
leans by Buonaparte) followed their example. Count Louis do 
Frotte alone was executed, under ciySim stances of great perfidy: 
but both in la Veud6e and Brittany the chiefs gradually came 
in ; and* on 28th February 1801/fche complete pacification of the 
country was announced by the publication of a general and un- 
qualified amnesty. 

277. Tho measures of Buonaparte were next directed to detach 
Russia from the alliance against France — an attompt. facilitated 
by her maritime jealousy of Britain, and by the exasperation of 
Paul and bis generals at the result of the recent, campaign, fly 

4 eleasiug the Russian prisoners In his hands, and other adroit 
cts of courtesy, he so completely succeeded, that the British 
ambassador was dismissed from St Petersburg, and Baron Spring- 
borton appeared at the Tuilcries ns envoy from Russia, ^he 
jjnpitjiry measures. of the First Consul (on the refusal of {jfcrtal 
Iffodtain to treat) were equally energetic. By one of his spirit- 
stirring proclamations, he gave an almost magical impulse to 
**lhe declining military ardqur of the nation. 1 20, POO men were 
' pitied by the conscription ; the veterans Implied to join the 
Oft&ndard .* of their old leader; an£ # ttye sfotek and equipments 
with almost incredible celerity. But it was I 
fta^wl^ijbjects alone that his energies were directed/ the Mb$^ 
of thp ptess was virtually extinguished by a decree (Doe; ^ 
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which placed all tho Parisian journals racier the surveillance <k* 
the minister of police ; and . the organisation of a secret police, 
independent of the public ^pne nnd.er Foucbo, commenced that 
wretched system of esplonfe which h^s hitherto, been continued 
in Fr$»$>. In mil thes#c|ppges, the object Aggtewitly in vie$r 
was thotbl^f^t^ii of r^||^ean ideas. The Gra«k and Roman 
ebstumirin voguq wtin replaced by the military uh|^rm ; and 
Che gffieM residence cihttstits was fixed t at tlpir Tuilerieg, 

upon^which they entered, (PeW 1,9^1 800,) after a grand proees- 
sufficin' which the spl end on r.of *the troops" afforded a painful 
Contrast to the mean appearance of the civil authorities* Tho 
cefemonial of a court was resumed at the levees of the First Con- 
IfiJfoyor which Josephine presided with the grace and dignity 
l$D6w^ born to be a queen. The death of Washington, at the 
^tme time, wa§ announced to the army in an eulogistic order of 
directing all the banners to be enveloped for ten days 
ii) black crape, “ in ineruory of a great man who had struggled 
with tyranny, and consolidated the liberty of his country.” 

278. Though he did not yet openly break with the Republicans, 
he lost no opportunity of sh owing his estimation of them. Car- 
not, Barthelemy, and other eminent persons exiled by tile Direc- 
tory, were recalled and invested with situations of trust; and 
®hrget, who had refused the office of advocate of Loir's XVI., was 
superseded in the office of President of the Court of Cassation by 
Tronchet^who had accepted and nobly discharged this perilous duty. 
The fUe of the murder of Louis was at tho same time suppressed ; 
and the Revolutionary calendar, with its decades, gradually 
disused. These systems of a return to the old order of things, 
raised high the hopes ,o£ the Bourbons ; and Louis XVIII. wrote 
several letters to Buonaparte, in the expectation of enlisting him 
in his cause. Rut Buonaparte, though he replied in courteous 
terms, saw clearly the impossibility of securing the new interests 
and vested rights which had arisen against the return of the 
deprived family and their adherents, and positively declined to 
connection with the exiled dynasty, : a ; 
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Sfrfh _ In forming tii«ir plans for the campaign of 1800, th# Acts* 
supposed that Italy was the decisive quarter; 
aityt in ‘‘itfefilatiiig the forces likely to be brought against them, 
they were ignorant or incredulous of the rapid change produced 
by the seizure of supreme power by the First Consul. Their plan 
assume the offensive in Italy, capture Genoa, and invade 
Provence ; while Buonaparte, on his side, aimed at liberating 
Italy by striking a blow at the Hereditary States iu the heart of 
Germany. The command of the German army, however, was 
intrusted to Moreau, while Buonaparte in person was to direct 
the army of reserve on Italy —an arrangement rendered necessary 
by the unbounded confidence of the soldiers of tho Rhine in their 
old commander, and by Hie positive refusal of Moreau to accopt 
a divided command. 

260, The Archduke Charier, who had earnestly recommended 
the An lie Council to take advantage of their triumphant position 
to make peace, iiad been superseded in the command in Germany 
by General Kray. Headquarters were at Donausehingen, and 
he had 110,000 men in all under his orders ; but the right and 
left wings, unde*- Star ray and the Prince of Reuss, were too 
widely separated from the main body— the former reaching to 
the Maine, the latter in the Tyrol Moreau’s whole force was 
nearly as numerous, but 28,000 were kept in reserve at t&ie ; 
and the possession of the bridges of Kelil,* Now Brisael S$1&nd 
Bfile, gave him the means of crossing the Rhine at pleasure* f In 
pursuance of a plan concerted with Buonaparte, he commenced 
operations (April 25) by directing several divisions across the 
Rhino at various points, apparently against the Austrian right, 
while the remainder of bis columns yvere converging towards 
their magazines at Bugen and Moeskirch. The manoeuvre com- 
pletely succeeded ,* the Imperial forces wore concentrated fot ihk 
defence of the right, while the corps of the Prince of bomine, 
forming the communication between their centre and left, was 
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isengagem 




oa the&wdaf QS$pM 

gained avktorypwt* 

battle jpsting till late at nigh(& Ji^s^smn^ngagem^^ poe* 
kmti (May 4) terminated in a draim^ba^je, the corps e| St jCxr 
not having reached the ground to |p®t #e"eteale in favee^f th& 
French | but the Imperial^general continued hie retreat over the 
Danube, m vigorously pursued by the French, that Biberach was 
carried (May £) before the magazines could be withdraw^ t and 
*$wo days later, the whole Austrian army, 80,000 foot and 12,000 
horse, was concentrated within the intrenched camp df Ulat, * 
281. The strength and extent of these celebrated lines, (whilst 
covered both banks' of the Danube,) with the ample munition^ 
stored in them, rendered a blockade impossible ; the attempt t# 
pass them, either to the north or south, would fjjpe expueedv 
Moreau to a flank attack ; white his force was at» the ’Arne time 
Weakened by the necessity of detailing Moncty w ith !#,000 
men td Jein the First Consul in Italy. -The situation of the 
French^neral was therefore extremely perplexing; and six 
weeks ware spent in dislodging the enemy from this stronghold 
—a striking proof of the prophetic, wisdom of the Archduke 
Charles in its formation. The first attempt (May Itf) was do 
fe&ted with great loss at Erbaeli, where the Austrian cavalry, 


under the Archduke Ferdinand, overwhelmed the isolated corps 
of as it advanced on the left bank of the Danube ; 

of the French on -Augsburg, though tlj-ey^teni'* 
occupied that city and levied 'a oontri^tion of A’60,000, 
%dled to sh$ke the firmness Uf tray, whd gained an advantage 
pune 4) over the French left under, Kiehepanse, Moreau's next 
plan was to pass the Danube below Ulm ; and having, by the 
middle of June, concentrated great part 4f ins army between the 
Austrians and Bavaria, and entered Augsburg a second time, he 
succeeded in crossing the river at Biindkeim, (19th,) thus cutting 
off Kray's communications, and inflicted a severe defeat on Star- 
ray at hiochstedt. Kray, now leaving 10,000 men to garrison, 
Dim, successfully executed u^mntous forced march, with all hi# 
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artillery, round the Republican position, and reached Nerdlingen 
In safety, (23d ;) while the French, suddenly changing tlieir 
route, entered Munich on the 28th, and almost surprised this, 
Etedor in his capital This movement, which Kray arrived too 
late to impede, cut off the communications between the Austrian 
. main army and the Prince of Reuss in the Tyrol ; and Coire, 
Luciensteg/and Feldkirch were taken by the French corps of 
Leeourbe : but the truce concluded at Alessandria a month pro* 
vious was now (July 15) extended to the armies in Germany 
under the title of the Armistice of Parsdorf, and both parties 
remained in occupation of their present positions. 

282. But even these important events were eclipsed by those 
passingat the same time in Italy. The army occupying the Mari- 
time Alps had been reduced to the extremity of privation ; but 
it was speedily reinforced and ro-equipped, and confidence was 
restored to the soldiers by the appointment of Massena to the 
command. The whole force, however, was only 28,000 men, 
against which 60,000 Austrians were put in motion early in April, 
directing all their efforts for the reduction of Genoa* This impor- 
tant City had been blockaded since the beginning of J^krch by 
Lord Keith’s fleet ; and its position, on the steep declivit/where 
the Apennines descend into the sea, increased the labour of the 
defence, by making it necessary to include within the fortifica- 
tions the mountains to some distance in the rear, by which tho 
city and inner works would othorwise be commanded. On the 
6th of April, General Melas made ait attack in three columns on 
the French defensive positions, and was completely successful. 
On the right, Soult was driven from Monfcenotte, the scene of 
Buonaparte’s first triumph, while on the left, Suchet was entirely 
cut off from the mtSui body, and thrown back towards prance. 
The Austrian watchfires crowned the heights in all directions 
round the city $ and thodg^hey were driven from this vantage* 
ground (April 7)bya vigorous sortie of Massena, the French 
general could not succeed, by the most determined efforts, ih 
re-opening his communications with Suchet, and was at lehgtjt 
(April 21) compel)^^§eelt^e4ter within the walls of tho city. 
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by Blnit| at mA it^en back towards the* 

Piedmontese frontieif; bsi^bd^ljf^l^pwed up by Melas, (who 
leftptt with 25*000 men h> blockade Genoa,) again routed (May 
2)i&t Borghetto, and driven over the frontier into France Melas, 
who wp soon after called off to oppose J^jonaparte, left Elnltz 
to a line of the Yar, where 8M»wa^posted ; but two 
desperat^httempts to storm the on that river (May 

18 ahd u ^$ heen defeated, theA%tnana quitted the soil 

of Frajjptfahd^arched for Fiedmont io rejoin Melas. 

283, A" succession of desultory but sangg^mry conflicts were 
meanwhile taking plppe^gound Genoa, as Ott's^fee was insuffi- 
cient for an assault : on occasion Massena recaptured some 
of the fortified heights, but in an attempt on the Monte-Creto, 
(May 13,) the French were routed with gred||$iaughter, and 
Soult made prison «■< -.The garrison was now completely shut up 
within the walls, where they soon began to feel the horrors of 
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famine/ The news t cxf^Buonapaxte's passage of the Alps revived 
their hopes, but afresh sortie (May 28) was repulsed with loss, 
the inhabitants w^e roduc^ k) feed on skins, and ev^ r bo the 
carcase* J|f tbu^urwho had perished f fad Massena* forced at 
length to yield to thq accumulated horrors of his situation, sur- 
rendered (June 5) with 0O<5O*tften, the poor rerafuns of hh&array. 


His gallantry secured him the most honourable terms of capitu- 
lation, which were obgervcd with scrupulous "fUth by^tbe Aus- 
trians and Lord Keith, f * 

284. Mean while *Buor^t|arte, ^avare astwellof the difficulties 
of a front attack on the Imperialists da%of dhe importance of the 
central position he held resolved 

the Alp| so as to interpose betw^A the%ustrian* &*eir 
own country, and tJfcs force them to flgh^v^^h# front 
towards Lombardy, and their mr '{{feat , 
and the Apennines, where defeat must be iuhi ib them, while 
the French, if unsuccessful, -could agaavyr^ire into Switzerland. 
The formation of the force doitined for this •purpose had been 
varied On with indefeti^ble ji^m^ since the com- 
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mencemoai of the Thirty thousand conscripts and 80,000 
veteran# $mm la YmMe formed the basis. But it was iwmmf to 
conceal the real force and destination of the army, lest tiiepassci of 
the Great St Bernard should be preoccupied from the of 
Aosta ; and, accordingly, Dijon was announced ,<a$ iU fefiadr 
quarters. A few thousand raw troops here isolloeted lulled the 
suspicions of the Austrian spies, while the real army of reserve * 
was assembled about Lausanne, &&, where Buonaparte reviewed 
the vanguard, (May 16.) The St Bernard had been reported by 
Maroscot, chief of the engineers, as ** barely passable” for aVtil- 
kry* u It is possible,: let us start, the*,” was the energetic reply 
of Buonaparte. The troops were forthwith set in motion, and 
commenced the passage of the mountain, (May 16.) 

885. The march occupied four days : but the part which most 
severely tried the energies of the soldiers was the ascent fronuSt 
Fierro to the summit of the mountain. The artillery carriages 
had been taken to pieces and packed on mules, t^asumunitiou 
was transported in the same maimer, and the gu^themselves, 
placed in the trunks of firs hollowed out, were dragged up by 
main strength, a hundred soldiers being harnessed to each cannon, 
and relieved by others every half mile. At the hospieo on the 
summit each soldier received refreshment from the hospitality 
of the monks ; the perilous descent from St Bern! was soon 
achieved, and Buonaparte himself, who had remained at the 
Priory of St Maurice, crossed on the 88th. Bit the inconsi- 
derable fort of Bard had wellnigb proved an iu*ur*iountahie 
obstacle. Placed on a pyramidal rock, midway between the op- 
posing cliffs of the valley of Aosta, it commands not only 
which runs dose to its foot, but almost every practicable wun- 
tain path ; and Lannes, who was moving down from G^fjtooib 
at the head of the advanced guard, found the passago completely 
barred by the fire of its artillery. An escalade, dhpe^ed by 
Buonaparte proved unsuccessful ; but the French wrap- 
ping up the wheels of the guns, and spreading etraw if |he 
streets, transited the artillery In the night.^May^uitl^ik^ 
very mmparts of the unconscious Austrians, while thpan&ntry 
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and cavalry passed by to mountain , 

Vjunited (28th) atlr^*which had pj^d#fy3Jto 1 
Mone^fyri , . 

sdt%cende4 V S^a*d^^’Simploii , 
ging from varifms \4mHwz, were 
t the rear of the Imperialists. 

r in Italy to moral impressioa 
uonaparte advanced rapidly into 
ijombt n weak Austrian corps which 
to Jhaikh^i $MrilKqpr of to Titdno, .entered -Milan in 
triumpi£(Jane By Placentia an# Pavia, with ati.toir stores, 
fell itxtqr^ie* hands of the Frehe£; v tlie republican* aut^priUes 
were everywhere reinstated 1 Jf&id Buonaparte, in 
animated j>tolaimitions,*a^piauded the zeal and kieee^t%flThts 
AUhongW hit main army was now muck wef.Japed hy 
tie necessary dispersion of his corps, he still eontinn^dhia rapid 
advance} 
the 


ftaar^th June the line of to Po wit forced, and 
^ TnrTr . .hereby cut off from Mantua, ap4j|lie% reserves in 
Mstern tt&ty. A desperately contested #6^^ was fought at 
Montebello, (June 9,) in which to eorjftrof Ott was driven bade 
with to loss of 4wQ men by He heroism of Lannes, and the 
French occupied a p^sitto in tile pass of Stmdeila, 

between to;Apednh&es $nd the Po. t ^ * ** 

287. Me^i|hi% pa las had conc^trated^is^forces at Alessan- 
dria toin<^ to^nvader^ , Though toM»vhad fallen, his position 
was highly c^toto.^he retreat irom the Var was so 

vig^r^Iy ^ Sachet, (wko iiad received considerable 

rdafor^Kts,)' thaij^ost 8000 otrt of 17 ,000 men before 

hhdto bis rear thus threatened, 
VSfle fay mliis fronts gallantly resolved to cat 1% 

mstf th|dt!gh tl\ tnnhj Itjfench army towards the eastern pfil 
emgiiu* "His detachments were accordingly 
$ Bond Keith was urged to bring over a c$rp& of 
| were idle at Minorca ; and Buonaparti^N|ying 
della, t%e two armies came into collision 
b rnmornM^ plain of Marengo, interacted by 
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the stream of the Bormida. The Austrians were about 31,000, 
including 7500 horse, with 200 pieces of cannon ; the French 
numbered not more than 29,000, of whom only 3000 were 
cavalry. 

288* By daybreak on the 14th, the Austrians passed the Bor- 
mida, and Buonaparte, who had not expected to be attacked, was 
compelled to receive the shock with greatly inferior numbers, as 
Desaix’s division was still at some distance in the roar. After 
an obstinate conflict of four hours, the numbers and determin- 
ation of the Austrians prevailed ; Marengo was carried, the first 
line of the Republicans broken, and their wholo army com- 
pelled to retreat across the open plain to rejoin their reserve. 
But their columns, closely pressed by the Imperialists, and 
galled by a tremendous fire, were thrown into disorder ; the 
fatal cry of Same qui peut ! was already heard in their ranks, and 
Melas, considering the battle gained, and exhausted with fatigue, 
left the field, intrusting to Zach the completion of the victory. 
At four o’clock, however, the arrival of llesaix with 4000 men 
saved the French army from impending ruin, and restored the 
battle for. ‘a time ; but that gallant officer soon fell mortally 
wounded, and the victory was again inclining to the Austrians, 
when a flank charge by Keller man with 800 horse dtx>i$$d the 
fate of the doy. The apparition of this mass of cavalry, which 
had been hidden by some vineyards, struck panic into tho 
Imperialists ; their cavalry fled, trampling down the advancing 
infantry ; Zach himself was made prisoner with 2000 men, and 
the confusion soon became irrctriovablc. Tho whole army dis- 
banded and rushed towards the Bormida ; and after twelve hours' 
incessant fighting, was at length with difficulty rallied on tbit 
ground it had held in the morning, having lost 7000 killed and 
wounded, 3000 prisoners, and 20 pieces of cannon. 

289. The immediate effect of this victory was an armistice con- 
cluded the next day at Alessandria, by which twelve fortrwes, in- 
cluding tlenoa, Alessandria, Turin, and Coni, were given up to tl$o 
French, with all their stores and artillery ^ile, till an ans 
could be received from Vienna, the Imperialists wer$4^0cc»!>y 
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quarter* between the Mincio and the Po, tbe French lying 
between the Pc^ the Ciliesa, and the Oglip. The British arrived 
in the Bay of Genoa just in time to see the city given up to the 
Republicans ; and Buonaparte, having thus in a few weeks com- 
pleted the reconquest of Piedmont and the Milanese, proceeded 
to reorganise the Cisalpine and Ligurian Republics, and soon, 
after returned, by Mont Cenis and Lyons, to Paris, where he 
was received with songs of triumph and Uhl venal demonstra * 
tions of joy. 

III. Campaign of EohenUnden — Peace of Lunetille. 

290. T wodays before thebat tie of Marengo was known at Vienna, 
a treaty had been signed between Britain and Austria, by which 
the former power advanced to the latter a loan of .£2,000,000, 
each party agreeing to conclude no separate peace within twelve 
months. To this treaty, the Imperial ministers, notwithstanding 
their losses both in Italy and Germany, determined steadfastly 
to adhere ; and though the Count de St Julien, who arrived at 
Pamm plenipotentiary in the middle of July, had signed pre- 
liminaries on the basis of the treaty of Campo Formic, these 
artidttyere not ratified by the cabinet of Vienna, which noti- 
fied to that of Paris, that it could no longer treat without the 
concurrence of Great Britain. Buonaparte, bent on saving Malta 
and Egypt, insisted on a naval armistice, with leave to send six 
frigates to Egypt, as the only condition on which lie would open 
negotiations with Britain ; and on the refusal of this unreason- 
able and unbeard-of proposal, the attempt tell to the ground. 
The Austrians, thus reduced to extremity, were compelled (Sept. 
28) to purchase au extension of the armistice in Germany and 
Italy by the cos&don of Glm, Ingolstadt, and Phiiipsburg — a 
sacrifice which the necessity for gaining time rendered inevitable ; 
and both armies availed themselves of the interval to reinforce 
their armies for the tMttw of the struggle. » Meanwhile Malta, 
<Sej>i) after a blockade of pro 'years, was compelled by famine 
to Surrender to 
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201. Theprepaihtjorts of Austria, during the suspension of arms, 
wore on a scsrte commensurate With Her.vdignity., and worthy of 
the patriotism her^people ; arid efforts were made, though in 
vain, to rouse the ; jHussian and Prussian cabinets to active co- 
operation. At the renewal of hostilities, 110,000 effective men 
were collected >fin t|»e 4 Inn to defend the frontier of the Heredi- 
tary States; toht tbcAulic Council committed thoir usual fault of 
weakening^!? fore© by spreading it oyer too great an extent, so 
that not more than 60,000 could be eoll$®fcd on tire wain points ; 
and the gallant Kray was superseded in the command by the 
Archduke John, whose youth and inexperience were ill adapted 
to cope with the science of Mortto. In Italy, Marshal Bel^garde 
had 100,000 hum ; but this army, tod, was w*akep*d by the, 
immense line it had to defend; and {is,. the afrahftralfy a. strange 
oversight, had not been extended to powers, the 

French generals had been allowed^isrpsh, with great cruelty, a 
popular insurrection which broke ou#bgainst them in Tuscany. 
A terrific massacre of the armed peasants look place (Oct 16) at 
Arezzo ; Leghorn was seized, and a cast quantity of Briti^ mer- 
chandise in the port confiscated. Two edicts,, at the 
issued from the Tui lories — one formally mcorpp^jhg the 
Keth< riauds with France; the, other (Oct <jpfy extfijp^ijhing 
Swiss independence, by declaring that no auj^ori^r Vfrouhi be 
recognised but that of the executive to which 

Buonaparte transmitted his orders, *'* 1 p 

292. The French, meanwhile, had raised theia^army in Italy' 
to 80,000 men. and that under Moreau to 110,000, all hr th© finest 
state of discipline and equipment which Ay jpys of thefigniib- 
lie had ever attained ; and hostilities recoiArnfeccd jJphe tmd 
of November. The lino afforded by the Mfjf a ty&wpjfcl sffeaju 
of the Inn, supported on the left by the for#r©gfF$f Xufe&em, and 
on the right by that of Brauriau, and fismked-Jly fiifWo immense 
mountain -basti^is of Bohemia tmd the $yroi,J^ , 

ordinary capahilities.lpr defence; resolve/^ 

on an offensive au$ the in$fcp up (Rsm* 

27) with the view of coneeriihtion 
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Stmt* so as to bring the weight eftheir army IfpAnat ibe FremJi , ; 
left. The movements of Moreau, vie was %*mraht of this am* 
nmuvre of the enetay, were psrecisely*ne^ afibrd itteseess: 

the divisions of Grenier, Grand jean, and Hardy, w^rosoceeasivelf 
assailed and overthrown, (|>ec. 1 ;) and had not fifee A*cfcduk% 
by a halt on the 2d, given the French time to their 

surprise, their whole army would . profco^ defeated * 

la detail But Moreau, availing himself of 
through the thick aad glooiny forest of ’to his 

former ground, where ho awaited the assault of the Archduke. 

SdB. Marty ©a the morning of the 3d, a day ©vm memeirahle in 
the French military annals, the Austrians advanced through the 
forest defiles in three grikt columns, with all their ariHeary and 
waggons* flte %#w, which fell in thick date, made the cross 
paths almost impassable ; and the centre, 40,000 strong, which 
marched ly the great imdAmn Muhldorf to Munich, outstripped 
the others, and prepared to tee into the plain about nine ajk. 
But It we® furiously assailed by the French, and at length driven 
hach^to the forest ; while the right, of 25,000 men u^a^^kne- 
ral mty&t, which had cotoe op during the conflict, wsSl taken in 
flahk by Key, anti also forced back with loss. While the Austrians, 
thus lammed up among long files of cannon and waggema, were 
to fall into confusion, the French corps of 
Klchepad^tbe iweh of which had been delayed, found itself 
unexpectedly in She rear of the enemy's centre, which was taken 
completely by apprise. Grouchy and Ncy, at the samo moment, 
charged in Ipm^pnd the combi} ted effort was irresistible. The 
iad ro^lbf the Austrians became dreadful : the right, 
which was gtadurily gaining ground, joined in the panic*; and 
the whole army took to tight in one tumultuous mass. In the 
universal wreck, about K>0 guns, 300 waggons, and 7O0O prison- 
ers, Were takm by the B^ublicais ; and 7000 of the enemy 
mm Mied M wotmMi Stwh was the yrsMt battle of Hohon- 
■IMa^iUhM^ at ones jeN^Mpd th# of the Austrian 

r r ‘v^ 

, 20A tin at 'first made a 
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show of maintaining themselves behind the Inn ; but Moreau, 
resolving to push his advantages to the utmost, succeeded, by a 
bold manoeuvre, in passing that river (Dec. 8) at Neupern and 
Rosenheim ; and still pressing impetuously forward, passed the 
fttlra at LaufFen, (Dec, 13,) and occupied Salzburg on the follow- 
iugday, notwithstanding a severe chock inflicted on the corps of 
Lecburbe by the Austrian cavalry in front of the town. On the 
19th, the Austrians were driven with severe loss over the Traun ; 
and though the appointment of the Archduke -Charles to the 
command for a moment revived the spirits of the soldiers, the 
struggle was found to be hopeless ; and an armistice was signed 
at Steyer, (Dec. 25,) when the French advanced posts were 
within twenty leagues of Vienna. 

295. The operations during the same period in the Grisons, where 
Macdonald commanded the second army of reserve, if inferior to 
those of the German campaign in magnitude, yield to none in 
romantic interest. This corps, w hich was announced as 40,000, 
in reality eoneisted of only 15,000 men, who were destined to 
meua^^hd rear of the Imperialists on the Mincio, while Brune 
attacked them in front. But for this purpose it was necessary 
to cross the Splugen, the most difficult of all the passages from 
Switzerland to Italy ; and so arduous was the undertaking at 
that season, that it was not till his remonstrances had been 
answered by reiterated orders from Buonaparte to proceed, that 
Macdonald prepared to attempt it. On the 27th of November, 
accordingly, the ascent was commenced from the Via Mala and 
the village of Splugen : but the head of the column was swept 
oVer the precipices by an avalanche, and tho attempt could not 
be resumed till Dec. 1, when, by sending oxen and peasants in 
advance to dear and trample the snow, the advanced guard suc- 
ceeded in effecting the passage. Two other columns followed on 
the 2d and 3d ; but the match of the main body, on the 4th, 
was impeded by heavy snow and continual avalanches, through 
which the soldiers could be persuaded to advance only by the * 
example of their heroic general, who led the way in person, 4 
sounding the loose sno w with a pole. Animated by lns e^mhple. 
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the troops '$£ kfcgth surmounted the ley ,yr|14«rnes^, though* 
•with thejoas of many of their number, and reached Chiavenwa, 

the uf^sr,«^3i of the lake of Como* (Dec. €.} ^o ^ore wfcttfa 
ordinary performance is recorded in modem war, exoepi perhaps 
the march of SuwarrofF overdho HcliacUe^thal, 
the atiaito of an active enemy weru added to the obstacles rf 
nature- Buonaparte’s passage of the St Bernard* in due 
and^ without opposition, will hmf no comparison with eithm' 

296, The next task was the difficult passage of the Col Apriga, 
between the valley of the Adda and that of the Ogiio ; andaSir 
this, to surmount the icy summit of Mount Tonal, between the 
Ogiio and the Adige. But the defile of the latter, fianked on 
each side by inaccessible glaciers, had been fortified with 

blocks of ice cut like masonry ; and before these frozen defences* 
all the valour of the French proved fruitless. They Were repulsed 
with slaughter in two assaults, (Dec. 22 and &h) and obliged t4 
abandon the enterprise. But in order to understand the impor- 
tin ce of these operations, wo must revert to the ho^o xnovo> 
merits in the Italian plains. . , . f 

297. On the expiry of the armistice^ the Imperial matAiifmy 
on the Mincio was 00,000 strong, including 15,000 horse*on aline 
flanked by the To and the lake of Garda, and strengthened by, 
the fortresses of Mantua, Feschiera, and Borghetto ; while the 
French disposable force under Bruno amounted to 01,000 foot 
and 9000 horse, with 178 guns— all now in the highest state of 
discipline and equipment. Twenty-five thousand more guarded 
the flanks and roar 'against the disaffection of the Italians, which 
the recent exactions had raised to the highest pitch ; ami 10$ 
were in the hospitals. Hostilities recommenced on lOthJk^&H 
her, and on the 20th, the Austrian defence# m ‘the* Mincio 
{which is not fordable in winter) were attacked ai four different 
points, It was Bruno’s intention to cross at Mozainbano m his 
left $ but Dupont, who had boon ordered to make a feigned 
attack on the right, convened "it into a real one on seeing the 
Austrians give way j aud though nearly sacrificed by thO heap 
taiion of Brune to send troops, to his aid, succeeded (28$h) In 
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the latteiftfo 
«Sfawf oft the already <^j 
Eivoli,$iMte ktifietifym 
of^aUte^ if' " 

\/Mb Bgfr&acdonald, &j^^$Vheck ^M<^i Tonal, had entered 

itl ^^^R^ UmilS? ^ u | iaS " 

to m«lfes*.in'the important, de- 
mt%L* f&te t^instdRoit^ f<mn<Lbto4< df surrounded, and 
pftf^uped o^r the iiionn^-traeks to Ikssano by 

*" tht unworthy subpage of a fraudulent armistice. Bellc^iaw, 
now effecting his junetiorr'Wfth these corps; retired IcisttieJjHfea, 
Treviso, and prepareeff^yg battle, yith numbers now superior* 
on the plains before t^r^wn , where his cavalry could act wkh 1 
offeci Brtme’s army, however* was severely weakened by the 
numerous blockading divisions left in the rear ; and he consented 
$ftm 16) to %Lfifinistic.c of^reviso, 6ii condition of the gurron** 
%T of ftll # !ta^! i fortresses except Mantua, — an excepStijor 
which drew o$ vehefeent displeasure of Buonaparte, 

599. Before paeificati on, however, Tjinch wspocm after 

■ p^Hed at.Luntj^fe/ ffcfa ' neeessary M natbto souse occurrence* 
An inswecMon in Piedmont against 
^tke*Fr|&ch suppres#e4>y Stotrtt and Murat ; and 

a Neapolitan army of 1*6,000 me|^ which had advanced through 
the Roman states into tilted, almost without firing 

a shot, by 0000 men uiuS^Midihs. formidable invasion of 
in preparation to avenge this attempt, When the 
w WfbeiWu^of the Czar (to secure which thctQueen of N»pi<$ 
‘qpd^W^ired^itt person to 8t Pefcersb&gg) poured 
and the* treaty ^ Foligno was signed, p*eb. 9,) reiAfkable for 


mWk'tofm 
%^dige to Join W 
itang from the Italian Ty4fi|^ 
1, 1 801 ,) anti Revere coMpfis 
p i pd positions of Caldiero su|<i 
tto&jjtoet on the impregnable heights 
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Neapolitan territories were placed ^ 
a foiee wns despatched to reduce TT 
EtMM to ftaaitfe; but the little British 


htet yielded, it i n vrrfruoCsa expre# 




300. The treaty of Ltineville-taipP'lw^tb rig 
conditions not materially dtffet^^ ipdwi, thoieof i 
Belgium and the kft bajpje m were cededimeW to ’ 

France ; Modena, was atlaoxe4f# ,; |be' OfcaJpiae Republic, fUjl , 
the Grand-dukifbf^ ga^^p his datm^smi^ the yet*$*r 
ful Duke of Parcna,~~a : the «*fv 

republics were acknowledged ^od^epiee, -^j^4hO'bonn>db^'^ 
the Adige, left to Austria. - But^'^stin^'on the sig*igtok»dr 
the Emperor not only as sovereign of the Hereditary Stated, but 
m head of the Empire, (a atop opposed to the fmjuameptal law®- 
of the Germanic body, but rendered inevitable by the exigencies 
of the case,) Buonaparte sowed the seeds of future dissension in 
Germany, of which he well knew how to take advantage. The- 
Diet, indeed, ratified the step, in consideration of the painful 
necessity of the moment ; but the discord which arose from the 
Unsettled question of indemnity to the dispossessed printoe con* 
tinned to distract Germany, and w**s the first predisposing c &Use 
to that league which, under the name of the Oonfedecatioa of 
the Rhine, so wolf served the purposes of French ambition, and 
dissolved the venorabk fabrio of the German empire. . ^ 


IT. The Northern Moritime Confederaaj. 


i 


30] . The system of international iliritune law, which has %p 
centuries been recognised and acted on by the naval 
Europe, with reference to neutral vessels, may he susnnki up in 
the following propositions 1, That neutral nations shall not 
be allowed to carry on, in W|alf of a belligerent powerj, thdae 
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, b|ii$h«s §f its coinmefcae from which they are ex<^<jg4 m time 
of 2. That everybel%%ent power may Capture the pj% 

* jpBrtjr of its enemies found at .sea, and detam*rieutral ships’, if 
laden therewith. 3. That neutrals shall not he sufferedtt) supply 
the belligerent withnaval and militafy^tores, and other articles 
^designated as contraband of war aafr that neutral vessels so 
laden are lawful groe to the armed si rips of the other belligerent 
4. That neutral vllsels may be detained and seized if they attempt 
to enter a porf; or if they are destined for a port, blockaded by 
an efficient force of the other belligerent, after due notice given 
to the neutral. 5. That, therefore, neutral ships, whether under 
conyoy o/ pot, may be visited and searched as a matter of right, 
by the* cruisers of the belligerents. 

*302. These rights, though more frequently exercised by the 
British as the natural result of their maritime superiority, had 
never been claimed as an exclusive privilege by that nation, but 
had been equally held good by the courts of every naval power,. 
Though sometimes waived by special agreement in favour of 
particular states, they had 1 never beerf disputed iu theory till 
1780, when the northern powers, (Russia /Sweden, ahd Denmark,) 
seeing the British hrfrd pressed by the French and Spanish fleets 
at the close of the American war, entered into the famousfeaguc 
‘called the Armed Neutrality, for the establishment of a now 
'maritime code, oh the principle that “ free ships make free goods” 
:i ~and that * the flag Covers tho merchandise.” 

* ' 303. These principles, however, were found so much at variance 
with the practice of European warfare, that, in 1787, when Sweden 
went to war with Russia, and Russia with the Forte, the old 
code was returned to — and the Armed Neutrality was expressly 
abandoned in a maritime treaty between Russia and Britain 
In 1793. But tMs pacific $$ate of things was altered by the naval 
triumphs of tfce British,' which' led fo tho almost total disap- 
pearance of the French flag from -the ocean. Frequerif^llisions 
took place between British cruisers and neutral vessels endea- 
vouring to slide into the lucrative trid^ left open by the deitrdc 
4i0n of the .French maripC andlnegbiiations were- already bn 
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among the BaJiic powers for the revival of the Armed: Heu* 
trality, when the capture of the Danish frigate Ereya (Inly 
1800) for refusing to allow her convoy to be searched# brought 
matters {§ a' crisis. Lord Whitworth was sen! in August as 
special envoy to Copenhagen, hacked by a powerful squadron 
under Admiral Dickson, who passed the Sound and anchored off 
the Danish capital and the Danes, unprepared for resistance, 
.entered into a convention, acknowledging the right of search till 
further consideration. „ 

304. But the passage of the Sound produced far different effects 
at St Petersburg, where the Czar, from various causes, was already 
well' inclined to exchange the British aLHj&tlce for that of Ffance.. 
An embargo wa3 instantly laid on all jjptish vessels in Russiaiv 
ports, 300 iu number ; their crews, with Asiatic barbarity, were* 
marched Into the interior ; and all British property on shore was 


sequestered, “ till Malta should be given up to the Emperor^’ 
who claimed it as protector of the Order of Bt John. IHngS 
of Sweden entered tit once warmly into his views ; Prussia fol- 
lowed tlie example ; und Denmark, whose position expend her 
to the first attack .efc ’Britain, more reluctantly gave, in b&r 
adhesion. Thfe n ^^|tiitne..Confe.del , acy ^ ,, biV the pjhicipUs of 
the Armed Neutrally# was concluded on 16th December 1800 ; 
while Paul addressed an autograph letter to Buonaparte, alftl 
despatched an ambassador to Paris to cement the union olE^ance" 


and Hussia. . * +* " ‘*\* \ 

305. It was evident that this new code, if establish^ would nut 
lify all the British naval victories, by enabling Prance to cover her 
commerce by neutral flags; but Britain was noiirow, a&i^the. 
* cl6?e of the American war, obliged to dissexpble herdtMignari^i. 
Letters of marque were issued, .and followed ujp liy nutnoroms 
captures : — while the Danes, on the/bther himdp^t^^g^ Ham- 
burg, extended the embargo^ that great emporium Hano- 
,ver wak^ccupied by the Pru^ians. Meanwhile the question was 
Abated, both bj|the ambassadors, at the Respective 
eourtkjS^by the British ps^afeent at its opening in February 
.1801 i but the diploneat&;i^# led tb no satisfactory results; 
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and the ministerial policy was affirmed by a majority in the 
Commons of 245 to 83, But the phonal objections of the&kig 
to the removal of the Catholic disabilities, to which Mr Rf$ eon* 
sidered himself pledged as a consequence of the M^h'0fdm 9 
afforded at least the ostensible reason for the migration <$f that 
minister and his personal adherents, which too^$$&oe on 10th 
February : the* real cause, more probably, was reluctance of 
Mr Pitt to be personally concerned in concluding jt^e p^aee with 
France, which he saw could not be much longdr ' * 

306. His successors were, however, ehqsen from hisqwn party— * 

Mr Addington being first lord of the treasury, and Lord Ihiwjces- 
bury minister of foreign affairs ; and no decrease of vigour or 
energy was visi ble in their measures. The land troop*, including 
militia and ieucibles, amounted to 300,000 : 120 ships of the Mile 
were put in commission, and 139, (XX) seamen and voted. 

To meet the deficiency of revenue arising from these prodigious 
charges, a fresh loan of £26,500,000 was contracted — to provide 
for the interest and gradual reduction of which, new taxes were 
imposed to the amount of £1,794, (XX;. T he total expenditure for 
the year exceeded £42,000, (XX), besides above £20/ >00,000 interest 
on the debt. Yet the condition of the empire at this period Wnp 
unprecedentedly wealthy and prosperous ; the export* fat# 
tripled, md the imports more than tripled, since the commence*- 
meat of the war ; capital abounded ; and agriculture had ad- 
vanced in a still greater ratio than population ; so that, although 
the latter had increased one-sixth since 1701, the dependence on 
foreign supplies was rapidly diminishing. 

307. 0r< at Britain had need, however, of all her energies, fetetbc 
naval iorwis vf the league were extremely formidable, Russia had 
47 linc-of-batl ie ships,bebidesfrigat^,in thoBalfcio and Archangel ; 
but not more than 15 wero^teady for service, and the crews were 
very deficient* Sweden hud 18 ships and 14 large frigates, with 
innumerable galleys and small craft, well manned and equipped ; 
and Denmark had 23 ships and 14 frigates. By the union of 
these forces, the blockade of the French harbours might be raised, 
md the confederate fleets ride triumphant in the Channel ; so 
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^unremitting energy injheir grepAtiona for 
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taken up m tho narrow ^andyt 
by which tin? harbour io approaclt^df . ^#’so*mdin^| | 
taken by Nelson lunifcH, who determined on following 
^tfftdtho King’s Channel, Irnd'rtg between the dangerous sltQ2$ 
*<tf J0H$ middle ground, and the entrant of the harbour. At difcfejj 
2d April he accord|ppjy a^f&need withi^ >0,1 |f$$P 
\ smaller vessels^ho-ptb^f drnj > ion/d'^ljr Sjgrjf^de 
Shaming in reserve 

memnon, Belloua, and RuSt$J, gfgpn||d <W^fe.§hpal,5jo ethers 
reached their appointed statiojjs m?®etfv tfftiifwon, after *10 a.m* 
tlie battle of Copenha^JU bo^Mn. Th# cannonade soon became 
tremendous; a bore 2W&gu£$ d#a}t death j&vMP&co not more 
than a mile and a half in breadth $ iilly» alter three hours’ con-" 
iinmt^ce, the signal of recall was made by^ii Hyde Parker, whom 
prevented fr&m rendering any assistance/ 
kAmgtM was seen in time to save tho.friga.te squadron, which, 
i With dospenfe bravery, but wholly inadequate force, was bearing 
np against the iron storm of the Crown batteries, and which ha J 
lost its gallant commander Captain Riou : but Nelson kept the 
sign al foreloser action dying, and continued his fire with unabated 
v%our Notwithstanding the heroism of the Panes, who nobly 
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"upheld lit that trying hoar tbeir ancient reputation, their 
' cannonade gradually slackened before the irresistible rapidity 
and precision of the British fire j and before 2 P.M*, their whole 
front line* consisting of 0 sail of the line, ami 11 huge floating 
batteries, was all either taken, burnt, or destroyed* 

309. The loss on both sides had been very severe : the British 
had 1200 killed and wounded, a greater proportion to their num- 
bers than in any battle during the war ; the Danish loss was twice 
as great, and, including tho prisoners, amounted to 6000. But the 
Crown batteries and the - isle of Amak still kept up their fire 
both on the British ships and their prizes, till Lord Kelson 
addressed a note to the Crown-Prince, declaring that, unless the 
firing ceased, he must set fire to his prizes without the power of 
saving their crews. This message had the desired effect : the 
British fieet weighed, and joined Sir Hyde Parker’s squadron in 
the middle of the straits; tho prizes were brought oft 4 on the 
following day, though only one, tho Holstein, was carried to 
England, the rest being so shattered that it was necessary to do- 

roy them. Thus ended the battle of Copenhagen, characterised 
by Nelson as the u most terrible of all the hundred engage- 
ments in rbich he had been present.” The admiral landed 
on the following day, and had an interview with the Crown* 
Frince, in which an armistice for fourteen weeks was arranged, 
iu order, as Kelson candidly admitted, that he might have time 
to deal with the Swedes and Russians, before returning to Den- 
mark. 

310. But on event had in tho mean time occurred at Si Peters- 
burg which at once changed tho policy of Russia : this was the 
death of the Emperor Paul Since his alliance with Buonaparte, he 
had been busily engaged in maturing with him a joint project 
for the overthrow of the British power in India : but his domestic 
government was marked by a degree of extravagance scarcely to 
be explained except on the ground of insanity, and which had 
produced a general feeling of irritation. This discontent vfas 
augmented by the rupture with Britain, which deprived the 
nobles of the great market for their produce, which constituted 
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their chief wealth ; a conspiracy was formed against him, beaded ' 
by Count Pahleh, the governor of St Petersburg, and he w afcf 
strangled on the night of the 23d March. One of the first acts of 
his son and successor Alexander was to release the British saflors 
who had been sent into the Interior, and to address anautograph 
letter to the King of Great Britain, expressive of his wish to re- 
establish amicable relations. His domestic measures were equally 
popular, restoring to the nobles the privileges of which they had 
been deprived by his father, and reinstating things generally on 
their former footing. The British flUet had in the mean time 
remained in Kiogo Bay fill 5th May, when the recall of Sir Hyde 
Parker left Nelson sole in command ; and he lost no time in 
presenting himself before Cronstadt, and opening communica- 
tions with the Russian authorities. The fleet soon after returned 
to Britain, and Lord St Helens proceeded to St Petersburg, 
where (June 17) a convention was signed (in spite of the efforts of 
Duroc, whom Buonaparte bad despatched to counteract the influ- 
ence of Great Britain) by winch, .the principles of the Maritime 
Confederacy were abandoned, and the English construction of 
the naval law of nations acknowledged in all its main points.,, 
Sweden and Denm&iT: followed the example of Russia; and a 
separate convention concluded with Prussia for the evacu- 
ation of Hanover, and the restoration of the free navigation of 
the Weser. 

331. Thus, in less than six months from it* formation, was dis- 
solved the most formidable league ever arrayed against the Bri- 
tish maritime power ; and the rapidity with which it was broken 
up by, $reat Britain shows in the strongest light the vast moral 
ascendency sho had acquired. Commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain was essential to the very existence of Russia : and 
its interruption led at once to the revolution which closed the 
reign and life of Paul. The bearing uf Britain during thigt 
trying crisis was a model of firmness and moderation : while 
boldly confronting her combined adversaries, she held out the 
olive braneh at the same time that she paralysed, by the thunder • 
of her arms, the first of her -opponents ; and her conduct was 
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paservedly crowned by one of the most glorious triumph r<£ 
icorded in her history^ 


SJjp Y, British Expedition to Egypt — Peace of Amiens, 

Buonaparte, on quitting the shores of Egypt, had 
the command of the army to Kleber, whom 
fguethe auJtlpwsed by letter to conclude a treaty for 
jfafaeojmife if not >< 1 uforced d urin g -the folio wing year. Tfii 
Snctegnafiom of f fie 'soldiers on finding ilienisolvoa deserted by 
tfi^ir^ibf ww at. first very great, and Kkber addressed a 3t tter 
Dirt?*! or v , i a which he bitterly complained of the destitute 
and um^ video state in which they had been left to sustain the 
impending attack of the 'Vizier's anoy, of which the corps 
routed afr’^boukir was only the advanced-guard. There can be 
no doubt that the wants and sufferings of the army were exag- 
gerated in this despatch ; but the Grand 'Via.ier, with 20,000 
janissaries ar/i regular troops, and at least 25,000 irregulars, 
actually united At GazU by the end of October; while another 
Turkish corps, under the convoy of Sit Sidney Smith, made an 
unsuccessful Attempt to establish itself at the mouth of the Nile. 
Al~i^n^;tiic ^ G ) of Egypt# was taken by the Fizior, (Doc. 20 ;) 
k Mid French commander, anxious to return to Europe# shortly 

after (Jan. 5J4, 1300) signed u convention (of Al-Arish) by which 
it was agreed that the French should evacuate Egypt within three 
months, and letura to Europe with their arms and baggage, on 
the payment, of .£1 #0,000 as? an indemnity, 

3 13. But by tho treaty" of Janurry 1709, the Forte was bound 
to make wo pen n e with France# unless in concert with Russia and 
Great Britain ; and before the signature of the convention, orders 
had be on sent to LdFddKcitk, £he British adimruUn the Mediter~ ■ 
tanean, to consent to no a^wgomcftt by which the French did 
not become prisoners o£ war. ' Tins was notified to Kleber, who 
hurthwitli broke oil' the treaty in indignation, and resumed 
hoftilij^es wdo the Tmks. A^trie w as fought on 20th March, 
near the ruins of Heliopolis ; but the fiery onset of the Oriental 
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cavalry recoiIed,as before from Ike steady squares and toMe^f 
Mre of Ike French : the camp of the ja^ssaries was stormeJJ ^ 
and tke total discomfiture and dispersion of nearly 50,000 Qtt&* 
mans by 12,000 French, gave a fresh proof of the 
of European discipline. During the battle, a Turkish cor|H( had 
entered Cairo, but evacuated it on the defeat of the main body ; 
(ho populace of the’ city, however, remained in arms, and were 
only reduced after frightful bloodshed. An armiptiee concluded 
with Mourad Bey completed the pacification of and 

Kleber was beginning to reap the fruits of his intrepidity and , 
judicious conduct, when he was murdered by an obscure lunatic, 
and succeeded in the command by Mcnou, the senior general of 
division. But the new chief (who had publicly assumed the 
Mahommedan dress and religion) was far inferior tejhlt prede- 
cessor in both civil and military talent, and was little adequate 
to bear the brunt of the fresh attack which the British were 
preparing, in concert with the Porte, in order to expel ike 
French from their usurped settlement ‘ 

314 In pursuance of this new planfthe corpsWSir Balph Aber- 
eromby, long inactive in the Mediterranean, sailed from Malta, 
(Dec. 10 ;) while 8000 troops, under Sir David Baird, were to 
embark at Bombay for Suez ; and the Vizier, after reorganising 
his army in Syria, was to co-operate by a fresh invasion. But 
great practical difficulties impeded the execution of this well- 
conceived project. The Ottoman levies were few and dispirited, 
and disabled by the ravages of the plague ; the arrival of the 
Bombay auxiliaries was distant and uncertain (and Abercromby 
gallantly resolved to mako the attempt alone. With a fleet of 
200 transports and other vessels, bearing 17,500 troops, he 
accordingly sailed from Marmorico in the Iievant, and anchored 
In Aboukir Bay (March 1, 1801.) On the 8th the disembarkation 
was effected in the face of the French, who had lined the sand- 
hills with troops and artillery ; the heights were carried with 
the bayonet by the 23d, 40th, and 42d regiments ; and the 
mmiy retreated to Alexandria. A second bloody though 
partial encounter, on the 13th, likewise terminated to the 
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Advantage of the British ; and Menou, who, like most of his 
contemporaries at that period, had hitherto*; greatly underrated 
the British land forces, was at length awakened to his danger; 
and moved from Cairo with all his disposable force. A general 
action took place on the 21st, under the walls of Alexandria; 
and though the bravo Abereromby was mortally wopnded early: 
in the battle, the steady intrepidity of the British infantry 
|riumphed, after a desperate struggle, over the superiority of 
their opponents in cavalry and artillery'; and Menou, after 
losing 2000 men, directed a retreat on Alexandria* ¥ y 

315. The battle of Alexandria was the first decisive victory gained 

by the British over the arms of revolut ionary France. But its 
first results were not very decisive : and it was not till ho had 
been reinforced by 6000 Turks, that General Hutchinson (who 
succeeded Abcreromby in the command) drove the etfemy from 
Damira and Rosetta. Dissensions broke out ameiigdlie French 
leaders, no longer controlled by the inaster-pr^iulof Buonaparte 
or KJeber : and the capture of Kamanieh on the Nile (May 7) cut 
off the communication between Alexandria and the corps left 
under Belli art! at Cairo. The Vizier’s army in the me^^finic 
had again entered Egypt, and, directed by British officers, 'gained 
a victory near Cairo: and Belliard, invested by the Allies 
in the capital, capitulated (May 22) with nearly 14,000 troops, 
and 320 heavy guns, on condition of being conveyed to France. 
The armament despatched under General Baird from Bombay 
had beei^Jliiyed by contrary winds ; but they reached Cosseir, 
in Upper Egypt, early in J uly, and marching across the wilder- 
ness -to Thebes, thence descended the Nile to Cairo, where they 
arrived on 30th August Thus, for the.firgt*time ip the^history 
of the world, the sable battalions of HJndostan, th# /-v^arthy 
Asiatics from the plains of the Eupforat^ '‘and ‘the Wiie^ed 
English from the shores of the Th^mfe aLmaf i n^armjg at lihe foot 
of the Pyramids. V* v \ f wV* 

316. Menou had refused to fin pi foliation oft 

Cairo, and prepared to defeilcl Alefcaad*fe^gaii3$t which General 
Hutchinson moved in Aygust, after the eipbarkation of Belliard^; 
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but the vigorous oper^ii^t^he British soon convinced him 
that resistance wtw* |&g^gs tllmd he yielded (Aug. 31,) on the 
same terms, as those granted jrt Cairo. Ten thousand men sub- 
mitted with h i m r an 4$&a|2y tffib pieces of cannon, with immense 
military stores, It had been 

also &c. should be 

givJwi bu%tt| : %;aStlsts and saveens who had* formed them 
th^edteiM to des^ey* rather Ilian surrender d&eep* atfd Ifcfcierai 
Hutchinson generously waived the point, ^ 

troops J^o Egypt was upwards of 

ret&rai^; ^d^mSfng success to fiflve been achieved %y & 
British force wfeJi&fhad hardly ever seevajkboi fired, and which, 
even including tbr Indian auxiliaries, lievei amounted to the 
same numerical strength. After the reduction of Alexandria^ 
12,000 men, comprehending the Bombay army,. Were left to 
secure the country ; General Hutchinson returning with the 
rest to England. 

317. An atrocious -act of treachery on the part of the Capitan- 
Pasba, by which three out of seven Mamluke Beys, who had 
been invited to confer with him, lost tlieir lives, was frustrated 
in part by the spirited interference of General Hutchinson, who 
obliged^the Turkish commander to liberate the survivors. But 
this brilliant cavalry had been ruined, and almost destroyed, in 
the contest with the French ; and their chiefs, when left to their 
own resources, were utterly unable to resume their former ascen- 
dency. The feudal sovereignty of the Mamlukes in Egypt was 
therefore ere long replaced by the effective rule of a Turkish 
pasha, who has in bur days rendered it the seat of a powerful 
and virtually independent government. But these regPta hoii? 
seqiiende^w^ , as ^ r et /unforeseen ; and the rejoiuiii ; |p : ^& ' Con- 
stantinople £oi% the surrender of Alexandria^ werw^ot less 
enthusiastic than at, London, where the humiliation bf^iimce, 
on t^e element * where she had fl^JongSbden victorious, w r as 
hailedas a haf finger of the gmwe r triumphs awaiting the 
British thp memf should egj*)f into execution their 

J#ng-threatS^fe^me of Ipvasb^'S^^ ' * 7*7 
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* ^J8. Busing all those transactions, tio efforts bad boon spared 

by Buonaparte to preserve his hold upon Egypt, and a squadron 
despatched for the purpose, under Admiral Gantheaume, had 
made three several attempts to land reinforcements and supplies 
at Alexandria, but had on each occasion been foiled by the 
vigilance of the British fleet. In order to support this attempt, 
the Spanish fleet at Cadiz had been placed under the orders of 
the French admiral Dumanoir, and three French ships under 
Linois were to join them from Toulon. These last vessels, how- 
ever, encountering six British ships under Sir James Saumarez, 
took refuge in the Bay of Algesiraz ; and here tho British, pur- 
suing them close to the Spanish batteries, were repulsed (July 
0 ) with the loss of a 74 gun-ship, which grounded under their 
fire. While the British wore refitting at Gibraltar, the French 
ships were brought off from Algesiraz by the Spanish squadron 
from Cadiz ; but as the combined force passed the Straits on the 
night of the 12th, they were again boldly assailed by the Bcf$^fk, 
when atcrribleeatastrophe befell t woSp&nish three-deckers, 
attackingeachotber by mistake in lhedark,both took fire and blew 
up with nearly their whole crews. The St Antoine, a 74, was cap- 
tured; and the rest, though severely handled, escaped into Cadiz. 

319. About the same time an attack on Portugal, the tried 
ally of Britain, was made by Buonaparte in conjunction with 
Spain ; not, as the French themselves admit, that there was any 
real ground of complaint, beyond the wish to provide an Equi- 
valent, which might be given up at tho conclusion of peace, in 
exchange for the maritime conquests of Britain. The ostensible 
object was to compel the court of Lisbon to separate itself from 
the British alliance. Spain declared war on 3d March ; and 
after the occupation of several frontier towns in Portugal by the 
Spaniards, a peace was signed, (June 6,) by which Portugal 
agreed to code Olivenza to Spain, and to shut her ports to the 
British flag. The ratification of this treaty, however, was only 
purchased from France by an enormous pecuniary sacrifice, ex- 
torted by the appearance of a French army in Portugal. * ; 

330. Meanwhile Buonaparte, freed by the Maty of l&aotdf!# 
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f&btn all apprehen^^ on bent his wholeotten lion 

to the shores of Graat Britain ; and Boulogne became the head; 
quarters of a numerous flotilla of gnu -boats, flat-bottomed praams, 
and other small craft, destined for the invasion of Britain. 
These' preparations excited great alarm among the Brit&h pub- 
lic and though the government did not participate to fcho full 
extent in thp popular feeling, it was impossible to cguckiI the 
alarming fact, that the Same wind which was favourable to the 
French might chain the British cruisers in port ; and a power- 
ful ornament of light vessels, under the command of . Js&rd 
Nelson, w as directed to attempt tlm destruction of the Bonk^DL^ 
flotilla. The^gfetack was made on the night of 15th August ; bu| 
the French' Vessels, chained to each other and to the grounds 
fortified with projecting pikes and boarding-nettings, crowded 
with soldi ci s, and lying dose under the batteries on shore, were 
well nigh impregnable ; the strength of the tide threw the dlvi* 
,&ionj^f British boats out of i heir order ; and after a desperate 
i«pH( of four hours, the a&sailauts were repulsed, with the loss 
yrm&men killed and wounded. 

" jKSlw But during all these warlike demonstrations, negotiations 
for peace were in acth <* j-ro^oss : tho victories of France by land, 
,and of Britain by sea, having in truth left no common element 
on which war could bo wagul. The adjustment of the prelimi- 
naries was delayed during several mouths by the exorbitant 
pretensions of France, which related to abandon Egypt, till tho 
defeat of her troops in that country,' by denriviug her of all 
-j^pe of retaining it by arms, facilitated the srrang , o\en'Cf f 5 and 
at tin. moment when a rumour had gone forth that all hopes of 
peace were at an end, the people of both nations w ere transported 
with joy by the announcement that the \m liinujaiies had been 
Signed (Oct, 1) at London, These articles, which wefg U68$te| 
same, A#' those of the definitive treaty, provided mat. 
rokuiial conquests of Groat Britain, except OcvTon and 
4fhoqld*bq given qpj Egypt was to bo restored, to the Fort 
‘ to Xnighte of St John, and tho Gape to Ilol^od ; the 

and Neapolitan harbours wore to be evacuated by the Frentjjf, 
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and Porto Ferrajo by the British ; the integrity of Portugal 
guaranteed ; the Ionian Islands recognised as a republic ; and a 
compensation for the loss of Holland provided for the house of 
Orange. 

322. But notwithstanding the universal delight with which the 
termination of hostilities was hailed by the inconsiderate popu- 
lace, there were many men of sagacity and foresight in Britain 
who stigmatised the conditions of the peace, and foretold that it 
could not bo of long continuance. Ministers, however, were 
eventually supported by a majority of 276 to 20 in the Lower, 
and 122 to 16 in the Upper House ; and the definitive treaty 
was signed at Amiens 27th March 1802. Treaties had been 
concluded at the close of the preceding year between France on 
one side, and Bavaria, Austria, and Russia * respectively on the 
other ; and the pacification of the world was thus, for the time, 
complete. 

323. Sucli w as the termination of the first period of the war ; 
and on calmly reviewing the question, it is evident that the policy 
of the pacific party in Britain was well founded. The govern- 
ment of the First Consul, as compared with those preceding it, 
was stable and regular ; the reduction of the French military 
power was apparently hopeless ; and the independence of Great 
Britain was secured by her own naval supremacy. It was 
therefore indisputably the duty of government at least to put to 
the test the sincerity of the First Consul’s professions of modera- 
tion, and to conclude a war of which the burdens were heavy 
and certain, and the advantage remote. Nor could the terms be 
justly called discreditable to Great Britain, when she terminated 
a strifo which had proved so disastrous to tlie greatest Continental 
states, with her constitution untouched, and without ceding a 
single acre which had belonged to her at its commencement ; 
while her insular situation, and the energy of her people, had 

* The troaty with Russia, signed on 8th October, contained some 
important secret articles on maritime law, the equilibrium to be preserved 
between the Gorman powers, the Ionian Islands, &c., which were ulti- 
mately the cause of the differences between Franco and Russia. 
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enabled her, during its continuance/ to extend her commerce 
and resources to so unparalleled an extent as to justify Mr Pitt’s 
observation, that the relative strength of the two powers was 
nearly the same at the end as at the beginning of the war. 

VI. Reconstruction of Society in France hy Buonaparte . 

1 324. When Buonaparte, on his elevation to the consular throne, 
addressed himself to the herculean task of closing the wound® of 
the Revolution, he found the boudf of society dissolved to an 
extent unexampled in the history Of the world. Not only the 
throne and the aristocracy, but the whole institutions of religion, 
law, commerce, and education, had been overturned. Even 
the hospitals and charitable establishments had shared in tlio 
general wreck; commerce and manufactures were almost extinct,; 
ami the wealth which should have supported them had disap- 
peared. Tlit, erection of a military despotism, therefore, was 
inevitable, and cannot justly be mode a ground of reproach 
against Buonaparte : tho elements of constitutional freedom had 
been annihilated by the destruction of the upper classes ; the 
only method left to right the balance was to throw the sword 
into the scale. Tho failure of all subsequent attempts to frame 
a constitutional monarchy in France proves that Buonaparte* 
rightly appreciated its political condition. 

325. The secret bit t iudeli bio hatred of Buonaparte to the Jaco- 
bins was speedily manifested. On 24th December 1800, while 
on his way to the opera an attempt was m assassinate 

him, by means of an inferna 1 machine, intended to explode 
while his carriage pass'd it; but tho rapidity with which his 
coachman drove anticipated by a moment the explosion, by 
which numerous persons were hilled and wounded. The con- 
spiracy originated, as was afterwards clearly proved, with the 
Royalists ; aud its contrivers, St Regent and Carbon, were 
condemned and executed, but Buonaparte persisted in ascribing 
it to the Jacobins, and eagerly seized the pretext for indicting 
a deathblow on the remnant of that faction. In spite of the 
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resistance of some of the members of hi^ Council, who urged the i 
total want of evidence, he dictated a decree, which wa* adopted^ 
bjr the Senate, and forth csirrio«I into, execution, for the 
transportation of not fvwSv than 130 persons. Among these 
wore several who had been engaged in the massacres of Septem- * 
her; also Rossignol, infamous for his cruelty in la 'Vendee, and - 
. other noted Jacobins of the Convention, on whom, by a just 
retribution, the arbitrary tyranny they had «o long exercised at > 
length recoiled* 

3&G. Xu oyder-to familiarise tin* people with the aspect of 
royal ty, the next* stop of Buonaparte wa& to exhibit to th<? Pari-' ‘ 
grnns (May 1801) the young *Kin$r of Etruria, the title assumed 
by the Duke of Parma, on his acquisition of Tuscany at the pi-ict# 
of Luneville. Thfc now ly-eroaied monarch, with hij, young bride, \ 
an infanta of Hum in. was entertained with exsjfer^rdiuary niaggj^^ 
ficoncg; and the Parisians pleased them sol ves thb idea thdt, * 

like the Homan senate, they could i#ak.e aid nhraSkv kings; 
At the same juncture a great scnsatrbn wS|-^i*c^i^aed by the s 
appearance of a pimjjde.t entitled u Paralbd jJacsar, 

(Jromwt.il. and Buonaparte in which the of itooxifu&hy 
and hereditary succession was strongly advocated. But ,t!u» 
device *vas premature : Hbe pear/* as Buonaparte himself jsaM,* 
* tf \va/ not yet rpo; M and in order to quiet popular suspieton^ 
lus brother Lueien, who was known to be the author, Wits, * 
into honourable exile as ambassador at Madrid. 

fi‘ v r. The lists of eligibility in the new constitution kt&ma 
v,fitnplai»u'd of :is 'irtuullv instituting a new uoMHty, 1>\ 
c^nct ut rat li ail ofhees of importance in the live tbou ^nd 
notables of Keam-i . but BuouapaUe soon took u more decided 
.v,ep in tins direction, by the institution of the famous Legion of 
^Honour. N r o measure during 4ho’ consulate experienced, so 
* violent an opposition as Jus, which was view ed as subversive of 
all tiie principles of tho Revolution ; and it was only by vfery * 
slendtr majorities that it passed the legislative body, the 
nate, and the Council ol State. It was carried, however, 

the inauguration of the members, both civil and militaryiJfas * 

* V ■ 

* . ' • L* 



mtrecmm of Buonapartes vfewi^ The the 

'^hs^nfion was the abolition of herlfetey notpeiSGOil fcojStors ; 
$0$ the legion of Honour, to whi^ tha humbk«e:||ak^hdpe 
to Aspire, became in the highest degree usefhl and" j^gppf At 
Ahe same time (May 8) the consulship of BuompartAwas pro* 
longed for ten years-^-a measure which passed almost unnoticed 
•y the people at large. 
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-3S8. But all these changes sink into insig 
parM with the grdat step of re-estab 
The irreligion of ten years had comply 
Christianity; many of the churches had 1 
while a small number in Paris listened to the fonriM reveries of 
the Theophilanthropiats, the great majority of the nation, edu- 
cated without religion, lived altogether Without God in the world* 
Buonaparte, tl|pgli not a fanatic, nor even a believer, clearly saw- 
that this incompatible with a regular government;, 

and a negotiation was opened with the Pope, which, after many 
delays and difficulties; -ended in the conelusion of a mneordat,, 
5th July 1801, which, after some oppesfotei from the legislature, 
became law on 2d April 1802* Ten archbishops, fifty bishops^ 
and a competent number of parish priests, paid by the state, 
wore appointed ; and the subordination of the Galilean charts^ 
t& > the jfovernment of its own country, as well ns Us practical 
lnds|fi^||nce of the papal authority, was carefully provided for. 
On iipt^pril 1802, mass was celebrated with great pomp in 
Jfdtre Dame by the Archbishop of Paris, in the presence of the 
First Consul and his court ; but many of the military chiefh 
positively refused to attend, and the contemptuous dissatisfaction 
■ of the army was openly manifested. The peasants of the rural 
districts, however, hailed with delight the re-estabhshment of the . 
priests/ and the restoration of Sunday as a dslyiof test : and a 
piddigioua moral effect was produced throughout Buri^e by the 
voluntary return of Prance to the Christian faith. The horror 
t^B^'^hhrh the R^olution :biad been hitherto* : regarded was 
... |v aB< | ^^®gape^orof Germany, and other 
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sovereigns, publicly expressed *their congratulations on this 


l with the revival of religion pleasures 

infafcbur of the emigrants, who amounted to n&> 1 100 ,000 ; “a 
skid Buonaparte, “ enough to bewilder one/' 
a decree of 26 th November 1800 , this melancholy list wasrdijijjedl 
into two classes, from the first and most numerous of which the* 
prohibition was removed.* They returned, therefore, jul Crowds ; 
and on 20th April 1802 , a general amnesty yfas published, :from 
which only about a thousand' were excepted. It had originally 
been the generous design of Buonaparte to restore to the pro- 
prietors the whole of the confiscated property which had not , 
been alienated ; but this wag^vehemently opposed in the Council 
of State, and was *&und ^practicable only to a limited extent. 
From a report of * * “ 


‘ liarncl, it appeared that, before, 
1801 , national domain»%ad been sold to the enormous amount 
of £100,000,000 5 and that t&ifWemsfcihed jmsold* fo the value of 
£ 28 , 000 , 000 . The restitution of the great maes of |h$ congested 
estates, at the expense of the four millions of pe^Tpl^PpSKova 
among whom they were now divided, was jnanifeftlf impossible ; 
and tho ^^mqnettt want of a landed aristocracy to maintain 
the balance between the people and the executive, has been even 
"Since foft»^%he irreparable want in the French government. 

establish a constitutional throne, or establish 
fttelom bh 4 durable basis, have failed from the absence of 
that demenijgpA want wMsh^ih prophetic words of Buona- 
parte him$en** will lorjg perpetuate the misfortunes and agony 
of unhappy France.” , * * , ■ - - f ^ 

330 . Araotig the other whijh marked 

this period, was the establ^bx^nt of -aft# endowed* system of 
public iustrq^^^io jeplace .the schools which had disappeared 
during 1 |pAck. A naval conscripUbn Was also 

resolved upbo/^ct^, ;} anfi the Ecole Militair<V the 
instruction of yoim^^drs, was remodelled and ext&ided, TW 
projects of Buonaparte for the adbiihistmtito.ftfid improvement 
of the colonies were - . *y 
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yhich <Jistinguish«$ h(* cbnnecJc’r^itM : the fpeedy re- 

newal of the war prevented their being carried TKe 

inequality of the •mdastre, or j&caW of valuation 
' ako attracted th§ attention of government. The anlqtm£ of this 
burden was noarljf twenty per cent on the net prod^ of 
cultural labour, which had hitberto’been levied almost at the 
arbitrary will /<j| the surveyors* Buonaparte attempted to- 
remedf^fco evil by laying the valuation, not on parcels of 
ground, ;,bajr,on masses of the same kind of cultivation; but 
th4t^rinci|5k, tbougft apparentty Oqu^ble, was found by ex- 
perience equally opjfffcssive with the oilman ; %d the cadaMrc ' 
continue#, to the present - day, ^kqf ^ubject c^Idu^ ahd well- 
foundedcom plai n ts . ^ ' 

361. In the midst of these great <ks%ns^hoWever, Buonaparte 
experienced much anno Van c^rom tl^hajra^igues of the orators 
of the*Xribunate^kwi^cir diSeu|^p<fl> withShe Cou nciLof State. 
The displeasure ottW republicans in .the former body was vehe- 
mently routed by tlie- application to v the French of the term 
subjects instead Of. titkens, in the treaty with Russia; and th^ 
transference of; the -mgnrcfpal policy and the power of arresting 
individuals from the jtiges p&iv ejected to a 
small number of judges appointed by government||b^ened a 
still more strenuous opposition, and was w i th >^|^||ty^pas3ed 
into a law. Buonaparte thenceforward a^(^^ v <^^e8trqy^ 
the powers of the Tribunate, the only branch ©fthe 'iovenuitt^li 
■v^here freedom and publicity of discussion still existed; but 
% this important Ihange was deferred till he became First Consul 
„ f°r life — an event not long deferred* - 


332. It was evident, in fact, to every impartial spectator, tkat^ 
France, with her vast revenues, powerful a*b|y, and corrupt man- 


ners, placed moreover as she was in the mi^ ^fhf jpeat military 
monarchies of Europe, could exist only under a tti^archy— and 
that Buonaparte had no alternative between restor^ the Bom* 
bons^ and f^dingH| Bew ; dyuasty inhis own person and family. 

r xao-anrTChtcal Ideas were incessant; 

him Consul for life foiled ftfom 
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# ^p ^^ ycrenot iathe sec*«M^ 

% tto *W»**, 

|Pi&S, Jm); Of %fi67^85 .^»en« who 
IW** in the *flfeqa»tivt-a m<»t imnarkabie jmw»J of 
eible desire 4or the tranquillity a des^ism which had suc- 

ceeded revohitiouary convulsion. .Wi^hMat addition to Buona* 
parfe> authority, t|^ u fS&ds as eight* before 

to IbthBrumaire, after the eonl^(^ip for life they reached 
fifty-two ;; an instructive lesson, yis&an '.Smpared with the rise 
of thirty per cent on the dayof .|t&cer ? « restoration to the min- 
istry, of the difference between the anticipation and experience 
of a revolution. v V , 

$33. Important changes in ike constitution followed : 4h© TH* 
bunate was rendered a nullity by being reduced from 100 to 50 
members ; the legislative body was reduced to 258 members, di- 
vided into five sections, one of which was renewed annually ; the 
Senate received the power to dissolve the Tribunate and the 
legislative body; and the First Consul received the right to 
nominate his successor. The consulship for life gave great satis- 
faction in the European capitals, where it was viewed as an 
assurance of steady government, under the firm and able guidance 
of Buonaparte. Falla- was filled with a vast influx of foreigners, 
chiefly British and Russians, who dazzled the people by the 
brilliancy of thekvequipages and liveries, in4: ^ 

With wonder andS^miration the matclile^t^spires of art 
collected in the French metropolis from the ^^uished states 
of tho south. The eyes of the mob were feasted by splendid 
reviews in the Place Carrousel ; while the higher clasps of 
citizens were captivated by the tnagaifieeneo of the eoiimlar 


court, which already rivalled the most sumptuous displays of 
royalty. . <4> , r' 

334. Among the events <d ihis pme4 may be nmrfce&t&h sup- 
pression of the ministry of | lolice— a measure believed fojhave ; 
been dictated by the apprehens|jp<rf First jQonsulp the ihir ; 
moBBti power ■feraiTestedmtiiil^gettas has pfff foo^— utd 
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OtfJe, on which he* at hitf 
more than on all wbWh lias i . _.. 

all the other iM 

1 >:im> of the Knrope. . Durag the diseujp 

rions on 4hese legisl^vVr^ OCjkuonaparte, qjgit 

the yUh ^ityski fyiit inwH<t*t grained abd analysed iM 

qoofsticln^qf ctv3 astonished the counsellor 
be^n ac'nus tomqd <*>n4fen^] ate Dnly his military <sk&« 
raeter't and ix'ver^ihl tbflj^tiMed powors^atid*prodigi<mcapaci% 
<‘f his mind nj pear ii* udjfi hruHant coiouVs as on this eiccasjSii 
On two iiopovhmr. p.»ni<-, however — fch£ laws of snocejjsion^iiid 
nmrriagpK-he found t : unpopular feeling go strong that the revoke 
tionar|^«afiwa,nct 0 gls wen; left ahnost unaltered. The rights of 
prlmo^irmn^ aid the distinctions between landed and movable 
property, were mill hied, and the inheritance orally divided 
:un<mg all in the same deg tee of relittio^iSjip, — an enaotmoai 
which, by the imnvn^e subdivision restiMSSfHT from it, and (he 
consequent irop^ibiltfcy T^f the, rise of §p ksveditary class 
bet ween the thri^^id t&k \ ^sasrt * ruost over prove adverse to 
the eslahyshp^Mi^'^Sr constitutional i‘*wdo^L The facility of 
d 1 v Q330K ^ a ®< reiic or revolt? niotmlry li^rmrutyuess. w hich 
U ^-"fouinl impracticable to abolish. 

3S& ‘Thufy pi the first four years of the consulship, u iho First 
Cnn&$ ha4 tolgttedcd ia ydjkiiig all the parties who dtvid^i 
France; Sj^OGO gpdgrani were restored to thei r country ; 

the ^ir* WeroYaiscd fr&m flie dust ; and immense public works 
g&vc bferfl ^a]l those . 0 # *ejnplo^^iy ‘the preceding 

, eonvulsbit|X’ The was niean- 

whilo daily jra^asiug^^jp^^h;pf founded in 

all the chiejf^cities,, on 
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. ST DOMINGO. 


ja more extensive .scale, to meet the immense -demands on it# 
Benevolence ; a great military’ school was founded at Fontain- 
bleau, and an academy for ei ril and commercial instruction at 
Compi&gne. The aspect ami salubrity of Paris was improved fof 
the erection of numerous fountains, the water for which was 
supplied by the opening of the Canal d’Ourcq ; while the vast 
works undertaken at the various seaports, proved that Buona- 
parte had not yet abandoned the hope of w resting from Croat 
Britain the sceptre of the ocean. 


TIL — Revolt of St Domingo — Affiliated Republics reorganised — 
Rupture between France and Britain. 

330, In the midst of the universal exultation and unlimited 
hopes for the future, which w f ere conceived both by governments 
and people in Europe at the peace of Amiens, the indefatigable 
mind of the First Consul w r as not for a moment idle. Arrived 
at the pinnacle of military glory, be turned his attention to the 
recovery of the French colonies, as the only means for the per- 
manent, restoration of naval power; and an immense expedition 
was fitted out for the reconquest of Sir Domingo — a magnificent 
possession, which had been lost by the reckless innovations of 
the Constituent Assembly. ■ «#«- 

337. Sfc Domingo is the largest, except Cuba, of all the West 
India islands, being about 300 miles in length, by 00 in mean 
breadth. \ .Before 1 780, it had been divided between the Spaniards 
and French ; the French portion, though the smaller, being in- 
comparably more fertile than the other, and raising more colonial 
produce than all the British West India islands together. Its 
cv ports amounted to the enormous vaJ ue of nearly £7,000,000, and 
its imports from the parent stale to .£10,000,000. One thousand 
six hundred ships and 27,000 sailors were employed in this vast 
commerce, which was the chief support of the French mercantile 
navy. The population, as usual in that part of the world* was 
mixed, consisted of 40,000 whites, 60,000 mulattos*, and not few r er 
than 500,000 negro slaves, Such w r as the flourishing state of this 
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to the deereftftdf the Constitocnt AsserisilytJ 
i790f lor the'i&vlRtbn of a colonial legislature,, 
smouldering jcaldari&*of the whites aifdmu%ttoc$, 
*tbe5prmer of whom claimed the occlusive right of voting, while 
the latter strenuously asserted nf|tr equal title: and the 
negroes, not less imbued with th^&iew doctrines, secretly format 
the project of ridding themselves&iboth.. On the night Of 30t» 
September 1791, the revolt brok&’&nf ' Once in every quarter ; 

the plantations were every where'^&igand to the flames, and 
the planters Compelled to, take refft^ in the towns from the fury 
of the insurgents, who sp^g|j0eir |>risojjers asnn4qr,£U*<i inarched 
with infants transfl^Od^n* their of standards. The 
mulattoes, though?, the Negroes’, were 

equally hostile to thO whjwt #iap wft$h throe delegates, of the 
Convention, yd ill 3Q^ troo|js, ^\v($bi November igQl, they 
foupdCape 'iiwn blockaded uy tfie sl&rif, under their celebrated - 
leader, TouVsaint Louvertivr^^ 2'* f 

338.- In spite, however, of the,orde|aCrOm the mother country, 
th# colonial legislature refused to make a nyj&on cession even^ 
'th^i^ulattoes ; while the Assembly at Paris, stimulated by the 
iifeiil%hppjtiigiie^ />f fhe Society of Friends of the Blacks, sent 
commissionefl^rthaux, Santhonax, and Edhserfilf J 
amed^^«diSiiri|^d ?^ay 1793.) Their first measures 

were to nSbi^mJreeloej^ Mm macks, and to turn tlllMewginos 
of Jacobi o^proscript ion ' against* the planters; but inj&^yst 
of a bloody tumult between the* mulattoes and thnpNp of 
^he fleet, Cape Town waS surprised, sacked, and bufh^Mpe SO) 
by the negroes, who mffesacred 30,000 of the The 

qltcgru chief, Toussaint, though still professing hifmilf a subject 
iPCS^Tfoce, b^abnpie now«t|te aerial ruler ofthe island, and repulsed 
►^atiai^^ofjffe^ritish (1794) io gain a footing there. A second 
rH^liops rivil war b^ween the mulattoea and negroes ended In the 
fdmoiljbtal extiy^adijation of the former: and* the conquest of 
tha$|fcq|*h potion (1800) com pleted his ascendency. IT nder his 
seyore judicious sway, thte prosperity of St itomingo rapidly 
rfevrved : the negroes were -compelled to cultivate the lands, 
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* iFjbuieU ime allotted among the military chief**, and subordination 
and order -wore preserved by an army of 20,000 men, 

-530. But though Touss&infc had been confirmed in his command 
by Buonaparte, the continuance of Ins rule was far from agreeable 
to the First Consul, who perceived that the feeling of indepen- 
dence had taken root ; and the nomination of Tons saint by the 
chiefs of fit Domingo as President for life, which was announced 
to him at the moment of the peace of Amiens, showed him that 
no time was to be lost in reasserting the supremacy of Franco. 
Ah immense armament, the greatest ever yet sent, from Europe 
to the ISfew World, was accordingly fitted out. Thirty-five ships 
of tbo line, with 21 frigates and numerous transports, received on 
board an army of 21,000 men, commanded in chief by Lo Olerc, 
the brother- in- law of Buonaparte, and under him uv Roc ham beau, 
Kiehepanse, JLapoype, <fee. — both officers and men being prin- 
cipally sole* ted, doubtless not without design, from the army 
of the Rhine, formerly commanded by Moreau, rather than 
from the personal followers of Buonaparte. The fleet reached St 
Domingo early in 1802 ; and Toussaint, though deprived by the 
hi to peace v f the succour which he had expected from the 
British in Jamaica, resolutely prepared for defence. Cape Town, 
where the invaders landed, w r as burned by the blacks before tbeir 
retreat; and a desperate Warfare ensued in the impenetrable 
and woody mountain midges in the centre of the island. But 
though the savage bravery of the negroes more than ou«o obtained 
important advantages, the contest was too unequal to continue ; 
the ablest of the black generals, Okristophe, Dessalines, ami 
Maurepas, successively submitted ; and Toussaint, left unsup- 
ported, was forced to yield. But in two months after the pacifi- 
cation, the illustrious African was treacherously seized by order 
of Le Cierc, and sent to France, where he shortly after died in 
confinement at the sequestered castle of Joux, in the Jura, whe- 
ther by natural or violent means is unknown. 

3 to. Meanwhile the formal re-establishment of slavery in Guade- 
loupe, where the blacks had also gained the ascendant, awakened 
universal alarm in St Domingo, being viewed as an earnest of 
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tho flUe i^eiwed far thoseia i&it kknd ;*mloixesh geneml* 
t^ll .broke oat in October WtmiM reduced 

to 8000 by the ravages of the swoinf and the yeBow fifer, were 
concentrated about Cape Town and Port^u-Prinee; but3><leie 
soon fell a victim to the epidemic, which, had 
fatal to Richepanse and others of his best olleers 
htjry ‘talents of Roehambeau, who succeeded to 
werejaentralised by the violence and injustice of his civif govern- 
ment "The French cause was rapidly declining when the death- 
blow #63 given to it by the rupture of the peace of Amiens. 
Arms and ammunition were now supplied by the British to the 
insurgents ; the different French posts, blockaded by the negroes 
by land, and the British by sea, were successively reduced ; and 
so complete was the destruction of this ill-fated expedition, that 
of 35,000, including reinforcements, scarcely 7000 ever returned 
to France. Since thisperioil St Domingo has been nominally 
independent; but thSShanges of its government, and the present 
condition of the inhabitants, are foreign to our subject. 

341. But though the ambitious designs of the First 
unsuccessful in the western hemisphere, the preliminaries of 
Amiens were scarcely signed, when he proceeded to rivet the 
yoke on the affiliated republics, the absolute independence of 
which had been guaranteed by the peace of Limeville. In Sep- 
tember 1801, a fresh constitution, composed of a legislative body 
of thirty-live, and a council of state of twelve members, with a 
president changing every three months, was imposed, at the 
point of the bayonet, upon Holland; and at the end , of the same 
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year, the Cisalpine (now called the Italian)' Republic was again 
remodelled by an Assembly of Deputies, which met (Dec. 31) at 
Lyons. Buonaparte, of course, became president of the republic, 
and nominated Count Melzi, a great proprietor in Lombardy), 
and a man of high talents and character, as his viee-presidjiit ; 
while the election of the seventy-five members who were to' 


compose the legislative body was vested m three electoral college^ 
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ration of Piedmont with France, by a simple decree. 


inde^ties. V ttoa, 
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(Sept. 11, tBO^J and thVoccirpation -Of f arni^^ : §tece^a, 
completed ^ French ascendency in Noi^hScft WRyf and ite 
Subjection was further secured "by the constrUi^f&n df i% splen- 
5# fed roads over MkmtOenis$m<Tthe Sknplon/whieh were#tfished 


hi three years; ahd whieJT Afforded fajilittes at^all times for tbq 
passage o? the Alps by an army. * * 

fife. Bnringthese transaction s^tfee subject oftheiwfamtief,wk$k H 
hy tb$%eaty of Luneville Were to be 1 provided for the 
prince$\di,8possessed by the extension of France to the,)&h$e, 
was giving rise to vehement discussions. The inetiiod:.‘^jfTOlBp 
this was to be accomplished was principally the sccularimtdon q$ 
the ecclesiastical sovereignties — in other words, the spoliation of 
the church, in order to find* equivalents for thp^oonquests of 
Ifrance ; but the partition w&s not so easily ^arranged. The 
^pven years* discreditable neutrality of Pw§$a was rewarded by 
the warm support of her claims by FratfUty with which Jth&ia 
(in of the secret treaty of 18&J) acted in concert ; 

and she ev#htnilUy acquired tfyc bishopries of Fader born and 
Utldesheim, with Other cities and abbacies,- to the amount of 
more than four times what she had lost on the left bank of the 
Rhine $ and large shares of the sp&ls were allottee! to Bavaria 
apd Wurtemberg. The interests of Austria, in the first place, 
had been almost wholly overlooked ; and thotfgh the Emperor, 
as head of the Germanic body, bad appoi (Red a conference ut 
Kalis bon in August for tho settlement of the immunities, the 
different powers were proceeding (in* disregard of the Imperial 
mandate) to occupy the distridf^stgued to them in the secret 
treaties, when Austria boldly interposed by taking, military 
possession of FasSau, which tho Elector of Bhvaria was on the 
point of appropriating. Ail angry correspondence ensued ; but 
the spirited conduct of Austria had its etFect—the conferences 
^Were opened at Ratisbon and the Emplror received the 
fekSbpvics of Trent and Brixen, <^er y as a compensation for the 
te*^d$les which he resigned, and fur the losl of Tuscany by 
hi/b*other. The arrangements were finally confirmed (Feb. 
2?, 1805$ by the Piet; and thus was fertnally-acknQ.wledged the 
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expense mi of the ^%n<jujbhed, bufk weaken"' 
powers which had l^&n no part iu 3W TConhiC ^fcll iihsas of - 
interaa^onal wghj, were thus ovtoforiW^ evident tbggt 

,#cp^fUy was petthtyp^ a|! f>urses fora weak 

fc ^lo, as no oac^WlSr thus +r>t«bs$£cfwi its prg^yati^a ; and ajl 

Btn^oe prepared to follow the banner of one orthe^other livid 
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siring these disputes, Buonaparte had leisure to H^^cuie 
Sirious designs regarding Switzerkfki, in whi^ftem the 
jSMeiexk races of its inhabitants, French, Italidh^antl Genato^ 
Ihnd the extraordinary variety of climate, soil, and maime&f 

* within its boundaries, the rule of a single central democratic 

> government wSs especially vexatious. The oligarchy o| ‘Psrno* 

• and 2hir|idr^ and the peasants of the Forest Cantons, alike i 
s tfep'efllftcpt federal system/ in wlpck each i 
to ;liCinternal legislation for its ow|t 
■Ajg the four disastrous years following"* the ,#rc: 

•*of the new constitution by Freucp kayoia*4ifc th_ r ., ^ rv 

fc 5%jn distracted by endless intrigues anh internal dls^hliinte^ 

V jfertl^sns of the ojd regime wore headed by Aloys lieding, ,j 

the canton of Srhwytz ; tiews were not, C 

* nanced by Buonaparte, whowjg&e&la see a system ^ 

# more iii^harmony with the ir^&archicul institutions'' 
v was restoring at Paris. ^S^unter-rcyjoliSon was at length 
? "(Oct 28 , 1801) effected at Banle, and Refcftng became fcho head of 

• A a new provisional government ) buttf neither Buonaparte, 

either of the contending parties in (Switzerland, were [satisfhpl 
with the constitution now promulgated (Feb. 17, lttMHk A 
was superseded in May by one. framed by Buona$4j|j| hjf^eif^ 
in .which the executive was vested in a Landaxnmaii witk|p4 
lieutenants, appointed for nine years, with a senate < 
posed laws, and a diet which sanctioned tixem; 
tution } |hough rejected by thb lesser cantons, was accepjf 
aristocratic <mt$$ and afMfcdts prochm||li^% the Fr 

imi Was at withdrawn." x & ^ ^ 





>: '**. 1 , mvot2 of t m forest caotons. j* t>. isos. 

0344* Its departure was instantly followed by the revolt af-the 
forest Cantons under Boding, (Aug.,) with the view o( restor- 
ing the old order of things. The mountaineers wore every- 
where victorious ; and the members of the new government 
were preparing to take refuge in France, when Buonaparte (Oct. 4) 
addressed to the Swiss, through his aide-de-camp Rapp, a pro- 
clamation announcing his intentiou of interfering to adjust their 
differences. In vain was the aid of Austria and the other powers 
invoked* against this violation of the treaty of Luneville, which 
had guaranteed to them the liberty of choosing their own 
government. Ney, entering the country with 20, (XK) men, 
speedily disarmed all opposition ; and fifty-six deputies were 
summoned to Paris,. to receive the law from the First Consul. 
Buonaparte had been reduced to the use of open violence by the 
failure of his hopes that one of the contending parties would 
voluntarily invoke his mediation : but his subsequent conduct 
was marked by unusual moderation ; anchthe constitution, as 
finally settled, (Act of Mediation, Feb. 19, 1803.) was devised with 
admirable wisdom and equity. Switzerland was again divided 
into nineteen cantons, but the subjection of one to another was 
abrogated: all exclusive privileges were abolished ; and the 
Valais became a separate republic. The chief magistrate of 
six of the principal cantons, in turn, was Landamman for the 
year ; and the Diet sat year by year at their chief towns. The 
neutrality of Switzerland was allowed, and the existing contin- 
gent of 25,000 men exchanged for a levy of sixteen regiments to 
bo taken into French pay. Still deep indignation was excited 
though Europe by these arbitrary proceedings ; and the con- 
tinned empation of Holland by French troops showed that the 
treaty of Luneville was equally a dead letter in regard to the 
Batavian republic. 

345. During these important events on the Continent, Great 
Britain was fa$t*rtg the blessings and tranquillity^of peace. Her 
industry an$$foanees prospered to an extraordinary degree : tjm * 
cessation dfcft'^feeome-tax conferred comparativ&aifoeilee on the J 
middle classed ; and the extinction of the national deb&a^W* 
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, ddenily anticipated from the operation of ihesi nMng fund, new- 
relieved from tlm counteracting operation of annual lotus. But 
these Battering prospects were of short duration. Independent 
of the jealousy felt in Britain at the Continental encroachments 
of Buonaparte, several causes of irritation soon grew up to impair 
the good understanding of the two governments. The first of 
these Turn the asperity with which the Birst Consul was attacked 
in the English newspapers, particularly the French journals 
published in London ; and so deeply was Buonaparte stung by* 
these lampoons, that his minister in London was instructed to 
make a formal demand for their suppression; and at, the same 
time to require that the Bourbon princes resident in Britain, 
as Well as Georges Cadouhal and his Chouan associates/ should 
be sent out of the country. Those extravagant demands, involv- 
ing the abandonment of the hvlras corpus and the liberty of the 
press, were of course refused : and the fact of their having beenr 
advanced, only show,? Bwmaparte\ utter ignorance of the action of 
u free government. But, to remote all grounds for complaint, an 
action for a libel *>a the-Fbvt <'omul was broughiagajnst Felt ion 
the editor of the most obnoxious *»f the French journals. He 
was found gui tty, not withstand « ug a splendid display of eloquence 
in his defence by Sir James Mackintosh ; but the breaking out 
of the war prevented bis being brought up for judgment. 

340, But more important grounds of quarrel were soon found 
to widen the breach. The French i misted on the evacuation 
of Malta, Egypt, and the Cape, to which Groat Britain refused to 
accede till the stipulations of the peace of Luneville had been 
fulfilled by France ; while the mission of Colonel Sebastiani to 
the Levant, to inquire into the date of Egypt and Syria, proved 
that the First Consul was far from having abandoned his schema 
of Oriental conquest. An angry diplomatic correspondence 
ensued ; and in an interview with the British ambassador, Lord 
Whitworth, (Feb, 'if, 1803>) the wrath of "Buonapal^^oke out 
with unrestrained violence. Without denying: bi ^y igus on 
Lgyptj w^oh, he said, “ must sooner or later behn^^SAke," he 
insist^! oh the instant evacuation of Malta as the eppmeans of 
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peace, and held oat vehement menaces of invading 
Britain in case of a renewal of tie war. *P khow/^he.A*. 
claimed, that myself and great part of the expeditionary 
bably go to the bottom, but J[ fm determined to ra&ke^£S^| 

attempt Fraja^^j^* ah artay of 480,000,mtnyw<l 

England, with a^et^rhidi is mistress of the seas, might, 4h<g* 
understood each^thef,^^rn* tile world, but. by their strife they 
will overturn it/’ preparations were now commenced 

ou both sides ; .apd a? ny&s&ge of the King to parliament, in 
which the prob^Wily of war was alluded to, produced a second 
ebullijjpn o( Bi 


inst JLord Whj%orth, in which the 
it sight bf all Restraints of courtesy or 
iations, liowover^ were still kept open for, 
jcynths ; but Malta on the tme^hand, and JJalla^* 
and Switzerlihd on the oilier, pr^d msu per able obstacld^tpny 
arrangement ; and on 12th $my Itord Whitworth demanded 
passports. The declaration'of war was followed. 0*1 the part of. 
Buonaparte,. by the arrest ef pll the B&tisk travelling in France, 
to the number of above 10^100, mostly of the higher ranks — an 
act of u*pec4sary t bar ffarit/J* which he attempted to justify by 
all^pEfgr Jjjtfc fifftme of some French merchant vessels previous 
to the fornpi declaration of war, but which morejthan anything 
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else excited th$ subsequent inveterate hostility agaipst hjtm ijn 
the public mind of <>r^y^a^i ; V / * ; k * .* 

347. In the pa rij^ e^yy debates Which the'rno^, 

remarkable ihtfaij&ered tone of theOpp^inm. France 

had now Inst t£i&*support <>? 

Europe, alift atn&if forth merely^ a *hrea4x^ 
military power* Tte Ja^rvation of p|r' ri^epo^den^ 7 and 
national honour was fwf|be..<|t stake ; antffhough Mr Foxrand 
Mr \filbetforco blanked the lMste w jfch wki<$^ttie negotiations 
had at last been broken off, the war was applied the Com* 
mons by a majority of 398 to 07, and lu J^Lorifs f by 142 tfr 
40. Thejoundaess of the British pelicy*at Ibis' period km sihpe 
been es!m>)fkhed by the admissions of Buonaparte hpaself, IBs 
*%sign, as he has told us, was to have reinahaed at'jfeace with 









forsix <^'*(ghAy<M; tor have aiiKi&lly'tmSIt J twCi»lf > 
twenty-five ahipaof tie fine ; tnd not to have thrbwti Mwk 
^gauntlet till hehad eighty dr almndred sail in the Ctamei 
‘ Jfefcts, to cover tie passage of thf inva^Bg army. u ’Whoa thus,” 
aedd he, “ JSngland, deprived ’^:4li#;^y«a^ge3 of her fnsular 
situation, came to wrestle hand fcrhantf Apnco, she mast 
have fallen. A nation with a population millions 

mpst in the end sink l>efore one wh^feomhamds the resources" 
of forty.’* r ^Tvv, ' " 


348. If ever did the anci^dt rivalry of Franck ' 

forth with more vehemence than oh the remWaf^^m war, 
after the peace of Amiens. The French, deeming themselves 
Invincible on land, anticipated, in the conquest of Britain, the 
removal of the last obstacle to their universal dominion ; while 
tho British, indignantly hurling back the defiance, referred to 
their recent triumphs in Ijgypt as an earnest of victories yet to 
be obtained. The animosity of the governments 
supported by the patriotism and passions of the p$on&t,imd 
entered with heart and soul into the contest. ff 

340. The first military operation of the French was the occu- 


pation of Hanover, which was invaded by the corps of Mortier, 
(May 226.) The Hanoverian army, after a fruitless attempt at re? 
sistance, was disbanded, (most of the men afterwards forming 
the Ciennamf^dn in the British service ;) while the French, in 
spite of all reclamations, occupied the -free cities of Bremen and 
Hamburg, 4 add .forcibly closed the Blbe and Weser against 'Bri- 
tish commerce. The French troops, under St Cyr, at the same 
time extended themselves throughout Italy ; Tarentum andr 
Leghorn were seized, and the British merchandise in their 
confiscated; and by a decree on 23d June, any vessel coming 
from^or ^hich had touched at, a British port, was declared liable ; 
to seispre| Thds commenced the virulent strife s^l&g main^ 
iained against theiftade of Britain ; while gigantic preparation^ 
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public jsjdrit 'If Fi$mce was? in the attempt i 

the dop^&^Rls vied mth eaijb e^rllmtog vessel* 

moni^jjp^Pfeto'bn arid 'tWbarbo^ of Bf^^%^bere tlte 
mxtm$ m * dezvons was fixed, vras dozened, extena«€, and forti- 
fied with iftdhense works ; by the 3a150^r of th© soldiers. From 

' art was #31ed %it^ praj 
small craft, 


.^jS^Texel, overy^wl ■ 
jjffcoats, and other si 



yve m blown off their s tatioiwA^^|||6ry winds* 
shore to the geifefal point o(|ip0nl>!fe^ ; and in- 
* transports were collected 4 fo^ file reception of the 
stores and ammunition. The design of covering 

the passage of these forces, has been declared the most 

profound and nicely calculated which he ever fcrmed, Th$ 
squadrons from the ‘Spanish and Mediterranean ports w<t© to" 
have effected a g^iraJrai junction in thdjpjest Indies : they were 
then, returning n|pt combined fo^c^{tt;Burupe, to have raised 
sueiewivcly the blockade of ^jpchfon|Ar^ &o. ; and, by their 
union with the fleets in tbcNjg H&rbcmf%io fcave formed an irre- 
sistible armaiu en t r under Vsy^rof wfy Ibh^he rakftt effect 

the passage of the Channel. ^ It wfil how 
nearly this vast design succeeded, and how^^1^^!lhV' British 
whv aware of the quarter whence dapg^grz&y* threatened 


S P> To supply the miIif?vryjrorco i^-essary, the conscription 
Enforced wdih such rigour that 4h£ priefe of a substitute rose 
to £600 ; and ,4«ting % test, of SapoleoxiV feign never leys 
i huii fedfi nearly the whole* of ttys youth of Fraipje, as 
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wretched economy) had been suffered to take place in the navy 
during the peace, began to excite a general feeling of despondency 
In the nation ; and it became evident that the ministers, however 
individually talented or respectable, did hot, as a body, possess 
either the domestic or foreign influence requisite for the crisis. 
An illness of the King, (Feb.,) partaking of the mental malady 
which had fifteen years before afflicted him. augmented the panic. 
A coalition was formed between the Wliigs and Tories ; and the 
ministers resigned on the 12fch of May. The new administration, 
however, was composed wholly of Tories, the King having 
personal objections to Mr Fox, and several of the lote ministry 
remained in office. Mr Pitt became first lord of the treasury 
and chancellor of the exchequer ; Lord Harrowby, foreign sec- 
retary ; and Lord Melville, first lord of the admiralty, in 'which 
dffleo his ability and energy speedily shone conspicuous, in the 
restoration of the navy from the shite of unexampled decrepitude 
into which the miserable parsimony of his predecessors had 
thrown it ; while the political combinations of Mr Pitt ere long 
succeeded m resuscitating on the Continent the torpid spirit of 
resistance to France. 

353. In the matter of the German indemnities, as lias been 
noticed, theEmporor Alexander had <trongly supported, the policy 
of Buonaparte ; and he had attempted, though in vain, to mediate 
between France and Great Britain. But the occupation of Hano- 
ver and Northern Germany gave great umbrage to Russia ; and 
the mutual exasperation was so rapidly inflamed by minor differ- 
ences, that before the end of 1 803, M. Markoff was recalled from 
Paris, leaving only M. d’Gulril as charge -d' of a ires. Prussia, 
which had dt first warmly seconded the remonstrances of Russia 
as to Hanover and Hamburg, was gained over by a hint of her 
ultimately acquiring the former territory ; and mat ters were in this 
flute at the execution of the Duke d’Enghien (p.£19.) The court 
•of St Petersburg, in its notes both to the Diet at Rafcisbon and 
the cabinet of the Naileries, expressed without reserve its horror 
and indignation at this atrocious deed ; and the correspondence 
of the two eoprts began to assume an aspect of direct hostility ; 
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while the French, ministets in vain endeavoiued to obtain a s4t~ 
off, by falsely representing mm steps for* a couhbKr-revoltition 
in France, taken by Mr Brake and Mr Spencer Smith— the 
British residents at the courts of Bavaria and W&rtemberg— as 
having for their real object the assassination of the First Consul. 
At length (July gl, 1804) a most important note was presented by 
M. d’Onbril, in which, after recapitulating the recent aggressions’ 
and encroachments of France, a formal requisition wastnade for 
the evacuation of Naples and Northern Germany, arid the fulfil- 
ment of the promise of an indemnity for the King of Sardinia. 
As the answer of Talleyrand was unsatisfactory, M. d’Oubril 
quitted Paris ; and it was evident that the open declaration of 
war was only postponed for a favourable opportunity* 

354. Austria* meanwhile, silently occupied in repairing her 
losses and recruiting her army, persevered in a system of pacific 
neutrality. The violation of the territory of the empire in the 
seizure of the Buko d’Enghieu was passed over without any open 
notice ; and the assumption of the Imperial title by Buonaparte, 
which Russia refused to recognise, was acceded to without ap- 
parent repugnance. At Berlin, though Hangwitz had now been 
supplanted in the chief direction of affairs by Count Hardonberg, 
a statesmen decidedly hostile to revolutionary principles, the 
Fame temporising policy continued to be pursued ; though an 
event which occurred at this period at first appeared likely to 
lmd to a rupture with France. Sir George Rumbold, the Bri tish 
minister at Hamburg, Was arrested there (Oct 25) by virtue of 
an order from the French minister of police, and sent as a state 
prisoner to Paris : but the energetic reclamations of the Prussian 
ambassador against this flagrant violation of the law of nations, 
supported by an autograph letter from the King to Buonaparte, 
procured, his release after a few days’ detention* It was from 
Sweden that the first decided symptom of hostility proceeded. 
Its sovereign,* a young prince of ardent and chivalrous character, ' 
had from first shown marked animosity against this sfffcvolu- 
^ary sys|^ which was father inflamed by the death of the 
11#$ d*Eng$&u Buonapart|iresented his representation^ an this 
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‘'ji IX. Buonaparte's A ssutnpiion ' 1 0§he Imperial Crown. 

35& It would be well for the memory of Napoleon Buonaparte if, 
after recounting his matchless military glories, and the admirable 
wisdom of his civil administration, the historian could stop short, 
and be spared the' narration of the dark and bloody deeds which 
ushered In the Empire. Up to the beginning of 1804, both tho 
army and the people were either reconciled to the consulate for life, 
or submitted in silence to an authority which they could not 
resist ; but there were still several anion g the generals and higher 
officer^ who were far from being content with the existing order 
of things. Bernadotte, though brother-in-law of Joseph Buona- 
parte, was of this party ; but the head of tho republican mal - 
contents was Moreau, whose na tural jealousy of Buonaparte was 
stimulated by the rancour with which his wife regarded the 
elevation of Josephine. At the same time, a royalist conspiracy 
had been set on foot in Bon don on tho renewal of the war, 
headed by the Ohouan chief Georges Oadouhal, and Piehegru, 
who had escaped from his South American exile. FouchtS, 
whose unceasing object was to regain the ministry of the police, 
formed the project of uniting these opposite elements in a plot 
which might at once ruin both and effect his own restoration ; 
and his skilfully devised snares were successful. Georges, the 
Polignacs, Piehegru, and others, secretly landed m France, and 
repaired to Paris, in order to concert measures with Moreau ; 
and though they were speedily undeceived in their hopes of the 
co-operation of that illustrious soldier, the purpose of Fouch6 
was answered. The police still believed Piehegru in London, 
when Fouche arrived with his revelations, which were rewarded 
by his reinstatement in office ; and the whole of the suspected 
persons, to the number of f6rty-fi ve, were seized, (Feb. 15.) More&tt 
was arrested a few days afterwards ; and Georges and JPiehegru, 
who at first eluded the polite, were secured a fortnight later— 
the latter being betrayed by a wretch named Leblahe, who h $4 
offered him an 'asylum. . ^ ^ 

35& The arrest of Moreau struck both the people and the army 



with consternation ; perhaps well for Buonaparte, 

that "s'o'&ny of the fioheniinden had perished in 

St Bpmingo, (p. 204.) But a still farther stroke was In 
preparation, from which the memory of Buonaparte will nefcer 
recover. The Buko d’Enghioa, son of the Duke deBoUrbon, and 
a lineal descendant of -the great Oonde, had accompanied his 
father’s emigration and had ever since retrained in 

exile. At this time Ettanheim, in the. terri- 

tory of Baden, on the righfcbank of the Rhine, where* he was 
arrested in his bed on the njght of the 15th March by a French 
force from New Brisaeh, allPearried prisoner to Strasburg. The ’ 
ground of this outrageous act Whs the supposed identity of thd 
prince with a mysterious strange^ (afterwards known to be 
Piehegru,) who had been present at seve^jneetings of the 
royalist conspirators— his frequedi ai^en^jK^^om^ for thl 
pursuit of field-sports, appearing tc--.jp ' aurmis# 
Ilis fate was not long delayed. On^p^th wwa* transferred 
from Strasburg, and arriving at Parie eli the 20ib, was instantly 
sent to Yineermes, wiiere, in pursuance of an order signup by the 
hand of Buonaparte, he was tried by a military commission on 
, the charge of bearing arms against the Republic., No evidence 
was adduced, no witnesses were examined : he was at once found 
guilty, and shot in thd ditch of the fortress in the grey of the 
following morning; and his remains, dressed as they were, 
were thrown into a grave, which had been dug before his trial, 
on the spot where he fell. I 

360. Thus perished the Buko d'Bnghien, a prince endowed with 
extraordinary advantages both of person and mind, and his fate 
must ever remain a dark and indelible blot on the renown of 
Buonaparte, It was in truth a most foul and iniquitous murder, 
and was so stigmatised by a great majority even of the French ; 
the' courts of Europe openly expressed their horror, and the 
detestation which had been hitherto felt throughout the Con- 
tinent for the atrocities of the Revolution im|pw»eral was trans- 
ferred m titoape&on of the First Consul, who whs thenceforward 
. P^pia^r iegarded as the symbol of dark and malignant cruelty. 
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But this tragedy was soon followed by another. On the 
morning of the 6th April, Pichegru was found dead in prison, 
strangled by a silk handkerchief twisted round his neck bf a 
small stick. It was given out that he had committed suicide ; 
but if we follow the axiom of Macbiavel, “ when you would 
discover the author of a crime, consider who had an interest to 
corhmit it’*— moral presum] d ion weighs heavily against the First 
Consul Pichegrus undaunted character, and his avowed. deter? 
munition to speak out boldly on his trial, had awakened the 
fears of the ‘government, which dreaded the effect of his reve- 
lations, and it was known that his examinations had totally 
failed in eliciting anything to implicate Moreau. The belief 
in his assassination was general ; and the populace, from the 
remarkable method of his death, attributed it. to the Mamlukos 
whom Bwmaparte had brought from Egypt. 

361. At length (May 2*) Moreau, Georges, the two Polignacs, La 
. Kivifrre, and the rest of the accused, were brought to trial, amidst 

a vast concourse of spectators, who viewed with indignation the 
victor of Ilohenlinden seated among men whom they regarded 
as the hired bravos of Britain, The trial lasted twelve days ; 
but notwithstanding Ihe anxiety of the First Consul to procure 
the conviction of Moreau, his innocence was so manifest that he 
vru* .sentenced only to two year§’ imprisonment, the judges not 
daring to rvMjuit him altogether. Georges and fifteen others 
were sentenced to death, but seven of these were pardoned by 
Buonaparte j the remainder wore executed on the Place de Gr6ve, 
(June 25,) meeting their fate with heroic fortitude. Georges, in 
particular, whom the First Consul, struck with admiration of 
his unbending firmness, had been anxious to attach to his service, 
insisted on dying first, that his comrades might see that he had 
not proved false to them at the last hour. 

362. Any condemnation of Moreau would probably 

have c auscMisilpfct commotion, from his high popularity both 
among tlm the army \ U&d ‘Buonaparte always 

asserted, his intention to let him perish on the 

scaffold, but oirfplb extinguish his influence by the brand which 
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would thus be.ajgped to his name* After the sentence, he acted 

with indulgence' to his fallen rival, whom he at once permitted 
to retire to America — purchasing his estate, and defraying the 
expenses of his journey to Barcelona for embarkation. One other 
deed of darkness belongs to this period. Captain Wright, from 
whose vessel Piehogru had disembarked, was wrecked on the 
French coast, and brought with his crow to Paris, where they 
were examined as witnesses against Georges. He refused, how- 
ever, to give evidence, and was soon after found in his coll in the 
Temple with Ids throat cut. The French authorities, of course, 
ascribed his death to his own hand, but his chamfer and other 
eiremnstances rendered this extremely improbable ; and there 
^ai) be little doubt that be was ( tit off to prevent his subsequently 
revealing the secrets of bis prison- ho use, or possibly, as wm 
asserted in Britain at the lime, to destroy the traces of torture 
mi his person, 

3C3. It wa& in the midst of these bloody events that Buona- 
parte assumed the imperial crown. The project had been first 
broached by himselt to t lie Senate, shortly after the death of the 
Duke d’Eughion ; run! as that obsequious body immediately en- 
tered into his view*, it was resoi v» d that it should be brought for- 
ward in the Tribunate, which, since its curtailment in numbers, 
had beeS an equally facile instrument of his will. Aeeordu. gly, 
on the 25th of April, the subject was moved in the Hail of the 
Tribunate by Ouree and neon, who urged that “it was only 
by placing the crown on tin ad of the First Consul that *ke 
dignity, the independence, and the territory of the French people 
could be preserved f ' and concluded tlrnir harangues by proposing, 
that “we lay before the Senate the a i>U of the nation that 
K'lpoleon Buonaparte, now First Consul, be declared Emperor, 
and in that quality remain charged with the government of the 
French Republic, and that the imperial digs^^HMMhred here* 
Hilary in his family/’ Carnot, with hc^HlH^m&sistency, 
etill stood forward in opposition, but hj^H^^^^plitary in 
the Tubfcnate : in the Council nf fll ifn "Ii in w earned 

by twenty to seven ; and addresses flowed in &m dl quarters— 
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from th# municipalities, the army, the cities, tho public bodies — 
all vietng with each other in the strains of servile adulation. 
The decree of the Senate at length appeared, (May 18,) declaring 
Napoleon Emperor of the French, and was accepted by the new 
monarch with suitable solemnity. The hereditary succession 
was referred to the people, and the result of the registers was 
3,572,329 affirmative votes, and only 2509 in the negative. His- 
tory affords no instance of a nation so unanimously taking refuge 
in the stillness of despotism. 

364. The first step Of Napoleon was to confer on eighteen* of 
his most distinguished generals the rank of marshals of the 
empire ; his brothers and sisters were at the same time created 
u imperial highnesses ; ” and the titles of “serene highness'* and 
“ monseigneu* M were revived for the great dignitaries of the state. 
The etiquette of the court was fixed with as nine! i pi eci si on asm the 
ancient Byzantine empire. “Whoever,” says Madame de Btael, 
“could suggest an additional point of form, was received as if he 
had been a benefactor to the human race.” The ceremony of the 
coronation was, however, deferred till the return of Napoleon, in 
the autumn, from his triumphal tour to Boulogne and the Rhine, 
when it was celebrated with extraordinary pomp (Dec. 2) in the 
venerable cathedral of Ndtre Dame. To recall, as Napoleon was 
anxious to do on every occasion, the memory of Charlemagne, the 
firrt French emperor of the West, the Pope had been invited, 
wdtli an urgency which it would not have been prudent to resist, 
to be present at the consecration, and had accordingly crossed the 
Alps for tho purpose. His participation, however, extended 
only to the benediction ; and it was by the hand of Napoleon 
himself that the crowns were placed on his own head and that 
of Josephine, in the midst of all that tho empire could display 
of luxury and magnificence, 

365. The multitude, though dazzled by the spectacle, showed 
little of the entbsgiasm evinced on former occasions ; but this 

* Berthier, Murat, Moncey, Jour dan, Masaena, Augereau, Bernadette, 
Soult, Brtmne, Lannes, Mortier, Ney, Davoust, Bossidres, KelleraW, 
Lcfebvre, Perignon, and Semuicr. 
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was amply atoned for by the fervent acclamations 
ott the following day, when Napoleon, in the Champ dis- 

tributed to the raiments the eagles which wete theneem^vnri 
to form the standards of the army. A series of fdtes followed, 
which hated upwards of two moirths, land in which the splen- 
dour of the new court was displayed with a lustre to which 
Paris had long been a stranger. In the midst of this turmoil of 
exultation, a protest was issued by Louis XVIII. from the shores 
of the Baltic, in terms worthy the illustrious line he represented, 
against this fresh usurpation of his rights ; but so little was it 
regarded by the French government, that they directed its 
publication in the Montieur ! Who could then foresee that the 
bones of Louis XVIII. would rest in the royal vaults of St 
Denis, and those of Napoleon under a willow at St Helena ! 


PART V, 

PROM BUONAPARTE’S ASSUMPTION OF THE IMPERIAL 
TO THE TREATY OF TILSIT,— 1803-7. 

I. Threatened Invasion of England — Battle of Trafalgar . 

360. Napoleon was well aware that he held the throne only on* 
the condition of constantly feeding the vanity of the French by 
a succession of glories and victories, and that war was therefore 
necessary to his existence. But as it was necessary to disguise 
this perilous fact, it was his usual policy to make proposals to 
the most inveterate of his enemies at the moment when he per- 
ceived a general war to be inevitable : and in pursuance of this 
system, ho now (Jan. 2, 1805) a second time personally addressed 
a letter to the King of Great Britain, containing overtures for 
an accommodation. The answer, addressed by Lord Mulgrave to 
Talleyrand^ by declining , to give a specific answer without 
connhuuicating 'with the Continental powers, and particularly 
with Bussia, revealed the existence of a fresh coalition ; and the 
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Biissian alliance iris openly announced in the Kin*/s speech 
at the meeting of parliament (Jan. lf> ) The confidential nego- 
tiations which at this time took place with th% Russian ambas- 
sador in London are remarkable as embodying tltebasis on which 
the arrangements at the Odhgrra of Vienna, ten years later* 
were mainly formed — and from which Great Britain never 
subsequently for one moment swerved, however hopeless their 
Attainment might appear. A treaty was at the same time 
(Jan. 14) concluded between Russia and Sweden, and a Russian 
corps disembarked in Poinerama. to act in eonj unction with the 
Swedish forces ; but this st.ef> was viewed with jealousy hy 
Prussia, and strengthened the fatal French loaning in the Berlin 
cabinet Meanwhile the finances of France rapidly improved 
under the judicious m stem of indirect ta\ntion recently mtro* 
duced : and the flourishing condition of tin empire as it appeared 
in the report laid In form the Chambers (l>ec. 31, J8(M) by the 
Minister of the Interior. drew forth the celebrated euiugium on 
jS\‘«P<m'*uu — “T he first phi ee was vacant — tho most worthy was 
called to hi) it : he has only dethroned anarchy. 5 ’ 

307. The spring of 1805 was spent by Napoleon in consolidating 
his pwer in all the affiliated republics surrounding the French 
frontier. The democracy of Holland was first overthrown, 
(March £2,1 and M. 8chii nmol pen ninek, an aide and respectable 
mini, invested w r ifh the wmde direction of affairs, by tho old title 
of Grand Pensionary — a change MifBeiently, distasteful to the 
rotolntion&iy party, but which gratified $)»' Orangekts and 
partisans of the old regime. M,orc important changes soon en- 
sued in tho Italian States. Count Mol/i, and tho other deputies 
of the Italian Republic wlu> attended tin* imperial coronation at 
Paris, secretly instructed fur the purpose, produced before the 
French Hcnalo (March 18} an Act of Settlement, declaring Napo- 
leon King of Italy, with succession to his male heirs; and the 
neiv order of things was solemnly proclaimed^ Milan on Slst 
Maxell, Eugene Beauharnais acting as Viceroy. Napoleon Iprttor 
with set out. in a sort of triumphal progress, forltsly, fifthe routo* 
of Lyons and Turin ; and after witnessing a Splendid military 
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pageant on the of 9®tm%Q f made entry into 

Milan, (Mby Sr^dRkd iron crown of the ancient Lombard king* 
va» drafn forfft^Q its repose of a thousand years in the 
treasury at Napoleon jjlaced it m his own head 

(May 26) in the superb cathedral diVEas, proztounemg at the 
same time the traditionary formula, * God gave it me- woe to 
him who touches it ! ” The blaze of splendour at the ceremony 
surpassed even the coronation at Nbtre J>ame ; and the Italian^ 
whoso ardent imaginations wore captivated by the brilliancy of 
the Mtea f and by the noble additions to the public building 
planned by the new monarch, foully believed that the reign of 
t^e Tranran tunes had ceased for ever. The wisdom and moder- 
ation of Eugene's internal government, the animation consequent 
on the residence of his court, and the immense public improve- 
ments everywhere set on foot, contributed to maintain md 
extend this feeling; and, despite the heavy bp rdens then im- 
posed on them, they still look back with regret to the <£ Kingdom 
of Italy ” as the brightest period of their modern existence* 

366. During his residence at Milan, a deputation arrived from 
the Ligurian Republic of Genoa, which had been commanded to 
-$plieit incorporation with France; and the decree carrying this 
measure into effect appeared oh 9th June. Tho territory formed 
three new departments; and bn the 30th of the same month its 
union with France was solemnised by the triumphal entry of 
Kapolooti, vatnhl which the romantic situation of the 

city gave unrivalle^ppire. The fate of this venerable republic 
w; toon shared fey that of Lucca, which, with Piorobino, was 
erected into apriucipaltty for Eliza, sister of the Km peror ; Parma, 
and Placentia were soon after incorporated with France; — and 
such was the issue of the*saying of Napoleon, nine years before, 
that the clays were past in which republics could be swallowed 
up by monarchies I,; /?$ 

369. Those itoidetjg^ dominion, particularly in 

Itady, 3 ^f Of tho Austrian nobles that 

Co&enteejj, paepe party, found himself compelled 
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inevitable. From the dilapidated state, however, of the Impe- 
rial finances, it was not till August that the accession of Austria 
was formally given in to the offensive and defensive alliance 
which had already (April 11) been concluded between Russia 
and Bidtaiirt^^^^ilmperor Francis, on the promise of a 
igreed to raise his army to 320,000 effec- 
convention with 'Sweden was signed at 
31,) by which Groat Britain agreed to pay 
for every thousand men employed in the com- 
The accession of Prussia was earnestly solicited ; 
^lNPl%oiigh she endeavoured, to interpose as a mediator, all 
the representations of the Russian envoy, Novosiltzoff, on the 
necessity of opposing a barrier to France, failed to overcome the 
temptation of the bait hold out to her from the Tuileries, of the 
acquisition of Hanover, and she remained firm to the French 
alliance. Still the genius and influence of Mr Pitt had once 
more succeeded in combining the discordant elements of European 
power in a firm coalition against French encroachment, and in 
assembling forces which, if properly directed, would havo proved 
amply sufficient fox the deliverance of Europe. 

370. These threatening appearances on the Continent did not, 
however, for a moment divert Buonaparte from his projected 
descent on Britain ; and, shortly after his return from Italy, he 
repaired to the camp at Boulogne. Never, since the days of the 
Roman legions, had an army at once so numerous and so 
perfectly organised been assembled. The whole force in tb* 
various camps amounted to 155,000 men, with 14,654 horses and 
432 pieces of cannon. Provisions for three months, and muni- 
tions of war to an unexampled extent, were ready to accompany 
the army in its embarkation ; and 2293 vessels, 1339 of which 
were armed, were prepared as transports. A new system of 


organisation, analogous in many points to that of the Romans, 
and which Inis never $nce been departed from in the French 
army, was now first introduced : a corps of from 20,000 to 30,000 
under a marshal, consisted of four bt five divisions of from 
v fiffeO to 7000, commanded by generals o£ division— the Imperial 
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Guard&eing considered as tlte reservAel the whole army, unde# 
the immediate orders of the Ehnp*£i&' Each oorps had its pro* 
portion of artillery and light cavalry, (the SSivy cavalry forming 
a separate corps,) and was thus complete m itse^-the regiments, 
except in cases ofabsolute necessity, v^^ ^l^tiimsferred from 


their original divisions, nor the 
Thus the generals kneV all their oflkertj 
officers their soldiers ; and a pervading « 
kept up between the different regiment' 
different divisions, and the different corps — wh 
incessant was the personal superintendence 4 
every point, that it was a common saying, that every * 
had anything of importance to perform imagined that care ex- 
clusively directed to himself. The organisation of the flotilla was 
equally perfect ; and so complete were all the arrangement^ that 
it was found by experience that 25,000 men, drawn up opposite 
the vessels, could be entirely embarked in ten minutes* 

371. The immense accumulation of gun-boats and armed V$|k 
sels, however, was only a veil fur the real design of Napoleon, 
which has been previously detailed (p. 212.) The Spanish navy 
was now at his disposal as well as that of France ; and the British 
blockading squadrons, barely equal respectively to the force 
which each watched, were utterly unable to prevent its juncti^j 
with any superior fleet which might approach. In Zvmm iff 
therefore, the Toulon and Koch fort squadrons were ordered to 
sail for the West Indies, there to effect their junction; the latter, 
under Admiral Missiessy, effected its passage, and, after some 
unimportant operations, returned to Europe in the beginning of 
April; but the Toulon force, tinder Viileneuve, had 4 been shat- 
tered by a gale and forced to return, and did nol finally get to' 
sea till the 30th March It succeeded in forcing the blockade 
of Cadiz, which was guarded by only five British ships under 
Sir John Orde ; and the combined French and Spanish fleets, 
amounting| to ships lino and 10 frigates, with 10,000 
troops oud^ard, steered for^ihe West Indiet; whither ^ 
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'with only ten sail of the line and three frigates, an& arrived at 
Barbadoes, (June 4.) Bat the enemy, reinforbed by two more 
'ships, had sailed from Martinique for Europe, (May 28,) having 
received the secret orders* of Napoleon, which were— first, to 
release the ten Spanish and five French ships blockaded in Ferro! j 
next, to join the Rochfort squadron of five sail more— and with 
the united fleet, which would now amount to forty sail of the 
line, steer to Brest, -where Gantheaume awaited them with 
twenty*one. At the head of this overwhelming force ViUeneuve 
was to proceed to Boulogne, and cover the passage of the invad- 
ing flotilla. 

3/2. Hitherto the British government had never suspected the 
hidden &heme of Napoleon, which appeared fast approaching * 
completion. Villeoeu v r e was returning to Europe, leaving Nelson 
beliind in the West Indies; and the success of the remaining 
movements appeared almost inevitable. But Nelson no Sooner 
ascertained the direction taken by the enemy, than, at once 
perceiving that some ulterior combination was implied by their 
retreat before a fleet not half their force, he sailed in pursuit the 
same day, (Juno 13 ;) at the same time despatching several fast- 
sailing craft to put the British government on its gua#L One 
of these reached London (July 9) in twenty-five days from 
; and the Admiralty instantly sent orders to Admiral 
Stirling to leave his Biation before Rochfort, and, joining Sir 
Robert Colder off Ferro!, to cruise off Capo Finisterre for Villa- 
jicnve. So little time was there to spare that thafinited British 
force, of fifteen aail, had hardly reached its cruia}*^ ground when 
the Allied fleets hove in sight, (J uly 22,) cqnjMng Of twenty 
sail of the line, a fifty-gun ship, and seven frijjjfces. Sir Robert 
Caldor immediately made the signal for actidn, hni the foggy 
state of the weather threw both fleets into disorder ; and though 
two Spanish line-of-battle ships were ^acticm was 

not renewed on the following day ; and Vilkneuvte, After leaving 
three disabled ships at Vigo, reached Ferrotdn theJd of August. 

378. Napoleon was transported With rage on filat leaning 
that Villeneuve had taken shelter in Ferro!, and sentpeqgpptory 
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orders that he should instantly put to sea again, and effect his 
junction, at all risks, with the Brest Jeet. He accordingly sallod 
with twenty-nine ships of the line ; but Sir Robert dalddr, with 
a force now raised to twenty sail, hail by this time returned to 
the station ; and Yilleneuve, fearing his encounter, tacked and 
made sdl for Cadiz, which he reached August 21, the Very day 
he was expected at Brest. Kelson, meanwhile, had recrossed the 
Atlantic, and after cruising along the Spanish and French coasts 
without meeting the enemy, arrived (July 17) at Portsmouth, 
where he was welcomed with unbounded enthusiasm- Sir 
Robert Oal dor's action of 22d July, by thwarting Napoleon’s 
combinations when on the point of success, and affording time 
for the return of Kelson to Europe, had saved the country ; but 
so little was this service appreciated by the public that Sir 
Robert found himself compelled, by the popular clamour, to 
retire and demand a court-martial, by which he was w freverety 
reprimanded^ for not haying done his utmost to renew the 1 
engagement.” 

374. The blockading squadron before Cadiz had meanwhile 
been augmented to twenty-nine sail of the line, and placed under 
command of Kelson ; and so great was the terror of his name 
that Yillcneuve, in spite of the positive orders of Napoleon, and 
the scarcity of provisions which began to be felt, hesitriMro 
sail, thongh he had thirty-three ships out of forty ready for sea. 
By appearing to detach part of his fleet, Kelson at last succeeded in 
overcoming -hjfirresolution. Leaving the harbour (Oct. 19) to the 
number of thirty-three sai 1 of the line and seven frigates, the Allied 
fleet came in ^gh| of the British at daybreak on the 21st, a few 
leagues K.W. oirCape Trafalgar. As the British were to wiBd- 
ward, Yrlleneuve determined to lie in close order, and awajt their 
attack ; while Kelson, having hoisted his last ever-memorable slg- 
hal, “ Hngland^pects every mau to do his duty/’ boro down in 
two lines perpto&cuiarly on the enemy — himself in the Victory 
leading o<^e column of thirteen sail, while cCoMIngwo^d headed 
the other, ‘ Wlourteen ships, In the Royal Sovereign, fffca latter 
the res^%teared right into the hostile liner 
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and engaging the Santa Anna, the flag-ship of Admiral Alava, 
so close that their yards locked, for twenty minutes singly sus- 
tained the fire of this huge vessel, as well as of four others which 
came to her aid. During this time Nelson, baffled by the light- 
ness of the wind, had been slowly advancing under a tremen- 
dous concentric fire from seven or eight ships, till at one o'clock 
be succeeded in breaking the French line, on one side engaging 
the Buceatadrafld the Santissimk Trinidada, and on the other 
. grappling the Bedoubtable ; while Captain Harvey, in the Teme- 
raire, fell on hoard the same vessel on the other quarter. The 
fire from the Redoubtable’s ports was soon silenced, but the 
marksmen in her tops still kept up a deadly discharge ; and a 
shot from one of them ere Jong pierced Nelson with a mortal 
wound, on the quarterdeck of the Victory. He was immediately 
carried below, but insisted that the surgeon should continue to 
attend to the other wounded : “ Forme,” said he, “ you can do 
nothing.” 

375. The battle continued with unabated fury ; and as the 
whole British force got into action, the superiority of British skill 
soon became apparent. At a quarter past two, the Santa Anna 
struck to the .Royal Sovereign ; at three o’clock ten ships had 
surrendered ; the Redoubtable was at length carried by boarding 
by the Temcraire ; and the Santissima Trinidada, dismasted and 
wholly disabled, yielded to the Prince. At the close of the day 
the victory was complete. Admiral Gravina escaped with nine 
ships into Cadiz ; and Admiral Dumanoir, with four French 
ships, stood to the north, and got clear off for Aa time : but the 
remaining twenty ships had struck, (one o.f mw, the Achilla, 
blew up. soon after she Surrendered,) and YUmSWo* the com- 
mander-in-chief, the Spanish admirals Alain, and Cisneros, and 
20,000 prisoners, were in the hands of the victors— the loss of the 
British being only 1690 killed and wounded. N«|b|an survived 
his wound long enough to know that a glorious victory had been 
gained, and tlrnt fourteen or fifteen of. the -enemy were taken : 
4( That's well,*’ said he, « but I bargained tor twenty,” — anil at 
half-past four he expired without a groan, repeatedly murpaur- 
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376. It had been Olson’s dying older to bring iho * tot to 

anchor. This, however, was impossible : and to consequence mny 
of the pikes either foundered or were Wrecked to a heavy gale, on 
the morning of the 22d : others weresunk by the British $ and 
only four wfeee brought to Gibraltar to safety. But thk loss was 
in part compensated by the capture Of Duraanoir’s four shipi, 
which, to attempting to reach Bochfort, were encountered off 
Cape Ortega! (Hov.4) by a British squadron of equal force .under 
Sir Richard Strachan, and all taken. An exchange of courtesies 
was in the meanwhile taking place between the British and the 
Spanish at Cadiz. Collingwood released all the bounded Span- 
iardd on their parole — an act of generosity responded to on the 
part of the Spanish governor by the offer of their hospitals for 
the use of the British wounded ; and the British sailors who 
were wrecked to tho prizes were received and treated as friends. 
Thus, amid the tempests of Trafalgar, were produced those feel* 
togs between these generous enemies which brought them to 
stand side by side at Yittoria and Toulouse. * 

377. The victory of Trafalgar Idmihilated the French and 

Spanish navies-— and the British Isl^%eed from -the danger of 
invasion, passed at once from a state of anxious iolidfuda to 
tranqup security. Yet the feeling of grief for the loss of the 
hero by* Whom these blessings had been gained, almost over* 
weighed that of exultation ; and all the honours which a grate- 
ful country eqiRkjbestow were heaped on his memory. A public 
funeral to him ; his brother was created an ear!* 

with a penilgh kjdOQp a-year, and a grant of i!iOO,O0O?or inf 
estate; andColltojfwood also received a peerage and a pension. 
Lord Ifefeon wd%‘jto truth, the greatest naval officer of this or 
any other age or nation ; mud if a veil could be drawn over hie 
deeds at pWbhe; Character might be deemed perfect* 

® s wnsjmlly blended wj^bn sense 

^ .‘cow^ytog himself, to Mi latter ycars, an ‘ 

festrumeilS^i^and of Bfivldenee to combat the toffdel spirit 


UffHWAlftfr THE WAE 


& 



378. The importance of Sir K, (folder’s action of 2M July had 
been instantly' perceived who, from the moment 

when he heard that the eao§l|^l^|eet was in Cadiz, saw that 
his deepdaid schemes of i iii | ii'ij|B^Bp,fi'ii ever frustrated. The 
coalition, instead of being crusM^^ the banks of the Thames, 
was now to be anticipated bn thosPbf tire Danube ; but the pre- 
parations for embarkation at Botdtijgfne were still kept up with 
redoubled activity as a disguise^ on 1st September, when 
the soldiers were hourly expecting the order to go on' board, the 
Emperor suddenly^id^out for Paris, and the whole force was put 
in motion for 

371). Since the tSwbmption of the iron crown by Napoleon,, 
and the incorporation of Genoa, Parma, and PI acentia with his 
,, dominions, the question of a war with Austria had been only 
jjferie of time, and the mask was at last dropped on both sides. 
)rm the belief that the British expedition was occupying tho 
Emperor and the flower of his troops, 80,000 Imperialists under 
Mack f,$be Inn (Sept. 9) and entered Bavaria — the Elector 

of which, after mu eh hesitation, had given his adhesion to 
. France — and continued their advance unchecked to thb defiles 
of the Black Forest. The forces of the coalition were formi- 
dable, amounting in all to 3.50,000 men — whereof 30,000 were 
under the Archduke John in the Tyrol, and 90,000 under the 
Archduke Charles in Italy ; but the Russians, 116,000 of whom 
were advancing through Poland, could not come up for two 
months, and the object of Napoleon was to crush the advanced 
army in Bavaria before their arrival. For this purpose the 
army of England from Boulogne, and the corps from Holland 
and Hanover, in all 1.9t ; 000 men, were set isfy uiotioir; flie 
Jfovarfans and other German allies were 24^00Q,jaml the army 
of Italy 35,000, besides 10,000 in Naples — forming a total of 
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Waff *whe would attain the military aga| 

in l$O0 (a proof tbaf already overtaxing bermiUtary* 
strength)— the natiaiifol gStede were reorganised— and Napoleon, 
having taken leave of the Senate in aflu energetic addrss^set out 
fori 

ed between Franco and 
positively refused to 
through bktemtoy, he 
head, to provoke hostilities 

w of France ;aad* 

during this unworthy vaeiltflion, IhCfyODQ French, divided into 
eight corps, under as many marehate, were r^wSjrWveiging, by 
various routes through France, Germany, 

to Ulm, where it was already foreseen b^|fepleon that the 
decisive blow would be struck* The dha^SfflfeV ’every regi- 
ment had bee^ previous! yjidd down, fuldHed with 

unde nesting accuracy ; and fcfefore it was known either a£ Lon- 
don or Vienna that they had broken up from Bou logne, they 
were far advanced towards the Rhine. The corps ofBemaddttsy 
from. Hanover, marching straight fortheBanube near Ipgotetadtjp 
cut off the qqmmunioation botweesf the Austrians at tflfyk iM 
their oW» country ; but, in the execution of this manoeuvre, it 
was necessary to disregard the neutrality of Prussia by crossing 
the territory of Anspacb — an outrage which produced ar viofetrt 
outbreak of popular indignation at Berlin, wker# tho Queen, 
Prince Lou%nnd Baron Hardenborg openly advocated an imme- 
diate war with France. But the time was not yet come when 
Prussia was to atone for her past vacillation and duplicity. v 
381. Napole^uwerived at Strasburg on 27th September, and 
^ttrr addressing fin energetic proclamation to his tmops, and to 
his new al^ thhB«vmiaiwi,put himself at the hea^af the main 
" * * ' “ on both hanks Battuta 
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aw*re. peril. The (jprpso i Auffenberg, on its 

martb Ib-iia thATyrol, was enveloped and almost destroyed near 
Bonau (Oct. 7;) by the cavalry of Murat ; andfhough an 
Austrian &>rps gained an advantage at Hassfoch (Cel 11) over 
the of Dupont, the, French combinations* aided by their 

sh^femy of force, proved irresistible. Four thousand T mperi- 
atiilr laid down their arms (Oct. 13) at Memmingen<$ the bridge 
of Gunzburg, by which a line of retreat was still open towards 
llchemia, had been captured by Ney, (Oct. 9.) after a gallant 
defence by the Austrians ; and the circle of investment was 
Spicily completed round UJtp, where 50,000 Austrians were 
completely surrounded by twice their numbor of French. 

382. The first attack on the outposts took place on the 14th, 
when the corps of Ney (afterwords made Duke of Elchingen in 
memory of this exploit) succeeded/aftor a desperate conflict which 
lasted the whole day, in occupying the bridge and abbey of 
Elchingen, which formed an important link in the chain of 
defences. But, during this engagement, the Archduke Ferdinand, 
putting himself at the head of the cavalry and light troops, had 
issued from the lines, and attempted to cut his way through to 
Bohemia. Stimulated by tSe hope of capturing a prince of the 
house of Hapsburg, Murafc.prSesscri the pursuit with unexampled 
rigour and' celerity. Wemeck, "overtaken and surrounded at 
Trochtelfingen, was compelled to surrender with 8000 men; but 
tho Archduke himself, with a few hundred followers, made good 
his retreat by Ratisbon to the Imperial frontier, (Oct. 18.) Mean- 
while the heights round Ulm (the defences on which, destroyed 
by’tbo French when yielded to them by the armistice of Sep- 

; tei$ber 1600, had been only imperfectly restored) had been 
carried by storm, and Napoleon, on the I8tb. summoned Mack 
to surrender. 

383. The conduct of Mack in this trying crisis at once betrayed 
his irresolution ; * while, in a proclamation to his troops, he dc- 

* Mack was sentenced to twenty years' imprisonment as a traifcob but 
there appears no just reason to suspect this luckless general of anything 
worse than weakness and incapacity. 
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nouncedthe ideaof «ubmi^ion under pain of < a j( 

the speedy ad vance of the Russians to raise Hi# at 

the same time agreed to surrender unless teight 

days ; butom the 10th, after Signing this conv 
to Napoleon?i^eadquarters at Mehingea; whilst 
so completely terrified and bewildered him, byrepre 
his hopeless condition, that he at last agreed to surrender I 
next- dey? Oajjthe 20th October, accordingly, 
roundedbya brilliant staff, took his post on an eminence i 
of the city ; and saw the garrison, 30,000 strong, with ^0 yp 
of cannon, file off and lay down their arms before bim-^ dpta* 
tacle unparalleled in modern warfare. He. addressed hiinsel&te 
the captive Austrian generals in terms of studied moderation s— 
a T know not for what reason ypur Emperor wages war against 
me. ... , I want nothing on the Continent ; it is ships, 
colonies , and commerce, which I need ” memorable in them* 
selves, and doubly so from having been uttered the day before 


the empire of the seas w m for pvet wrest|#. f |pom his grasp at 
Trafalgar l But little disturbed by any anttSpation of calamity, 
the Emperor fostered the enthusiasm of thoprench peoplo by 
sending to Paris forty standards taken from the Austrians; the 
Elector of Bavaria and the Duke of Wurtemberg received shares 
of the captured artillery and ammunition ; and a fresh procla- 
mation to the troops commemorated the triumphs of the fifteen 
days 1 campaign, which it was indeed scarcely possible to exag- 
gerate. With the |oss of scarcely 8000 men, 80,000 of the enemy 
had been taken or destroyed 1 : rt >,? 

384, While Mack, with 80,000 men, had boon pushed f^jrard ip 
Germany to the encounter of twice his number, thd^|^lhdu^|. 
Charles, who wasattfce head of 90,000 on the Adige^ w|pfe|»pt,^y! 
the orders of the Aalie Council, on the defensive before Mns&mn,, 
who had only $0,000. The French general at length boldly took 
the initiai|via hy storming ,4h# bridge of Yerona, (Oct, 1 8,)' but the 
Austrian xtorin foroelay la the impregnable position of Caldtero ; 
ted actions Insued, (Oct 28-30,) the advantage 

decidedly rtetofoe4 with thp Imperialists, till the confirmation 
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of the disasters in Germany determined the Archduke to retreat, 
tab order to cover Vienna. This retrograde movement was exe- 
cuted with consummate skill aud complete success : the retiring 
columns reached Laybach in safety, (Nov. 12,) and were joined, 
a few days after, by the Archduke John, with the remains of 
his army from the Tyrol. After a struggle of three weeks, the 
Imperialists had been driven from that province by the Bava- 
rians and the corps of Marshal Ney ; the divisions of Jellaekich 
and Bohan, together numbering 11,000 men, had beefc forced to 
capitulate ; the fortress of Kufstein had surrendered, and Inna- 
pruck, with all its arsenals, had been taken. Napoleon, mean- 
while, had continued his march through Bavaria ; on the 3 1st 
October, his troops crossed the Inn at all points ; and after 
occupying to fortresses of Braunau and Muhldorf, which had 
been deserted 'by their garrisons, had established his headquarters 
at Lintz, the capital of ITpper Austria, Here he received Count 
Giulay, who came to propose an armistice ;4>ut as Napoleon in- 
sisted on the dismissal of the Russian auxiliaries, and the cession of 
the Tyrol and.jtfHp$ the attemtf at negotiation proved fruitless. 

3S5. The cm Hn Berlin, had taken umbrage, to an 
extent hardly^Ke anticipate^St the violation of the territory 
of Auspach, which at once revealed the lqw estimation to which 
Prussia had been sunk by her vacillating policy. An allied force 
of 30,000 British, Russians, and Swedes, landed in Hanover, ami 
berfiegad, Jtaameln , the only fortress whence the French troops 
hail BoOtect^wifl^rawn, Without any opposition from the 
Prussians ; and the am®£of the Emperor Alexander at this 
crisis (Oct 25)^i Berlin, added fuelto the flame. Duroe, finding 
his influence at |^ci^pquitted’ the capital ; and a convention 
was ^concluded, (Nme. 2,) to width t&e,*two monarehs solemnly 
pledged theq^elyes at tj^e tomb of tho Great Frederick, for the 
ro-arrangem^^ofEuri^j||n the basis of the treaty#! Luneville. 
Haugwiu was to notify this treaty to Napoleon, 

with an intimatimji fcha% in case of its refusal, hostilities would 
commence, Wtbefore the arrival of that day the 

aspect of affairs fflW j ^i dergone a fresh change. 




and Napoleon’s aim was now to m&h thorn before theft Win 
army eo» Id coma u§» t© their support But the Rm&ian general, 
withdrawing his whole force to the left bank of the Danube^ 
hunted the bridge of Mautern, the only one between Lints and 
Vienna ; end Mortier, who was intrusted with the pursuit, was 
routed and almost overwhelmed (Nov. 11) between Stein and 
Diernstein, (the scene of the captivity of Obanr-de-Lion,) hy the 
Buasian Rearguard under Milaradoviteh and Doetoroff, andwas 
driven over to the right bank with the loss of 3000 men. The 
result of this his firfet encounter with the Russians gave Napo- 
leon serious vexation ; but his route now lay open Vienna* 
whence the Bmpeior Francis had already withdrawn. Tha ad* 
rmeed corps, under Lauries and Murat, entered the Austrian 
capital at daybreak, (Nov. 13,) and succeeded, by the mdkci&m 
strategy of a feigi^d armistice, in seizing the bridge over the 
Danube — thus cutting off the communication between the Bus** 
sians in Bavaria and the amMdvancihg '^MjHjktaly under the 
Archduke Charles,. The purs l tusoff Resumed with 

redoubled vigour, jg$d Murat ajpbnd time altflpted the device 
of a fraudulent armistice ; but the finesse which had succeeded 
with the unsuspecting Austrians failed , to dr wire i foe wily Mustf 


covite, who held the French in parley while he gained twenty 
hours* march. Bagrathiok s corps of £000 men, whidyjfiAlbm 
left as a blind i & the presence orthe French, 
after losing half its number in a Iterate stnxgglo^Bp^m^ 
whole French force ; and the junction of the . Russ^g||' $ ^K.fl ' 
was effected (Nov, 10) at Wisehau in M^vjftyrf i ^ 

387. Napoleon, bad fi^g#bis-midhnee aufte .-imp^tal palace 
of ^clu'jnbrunn, near Vienna whence lje dirt 
tributiens i© be levied on Saha 
tion of the ima^m^ stoiNW fn the 
discipline tt 

atrictly Hte 


HIS SKILFUL MANOEUVRES. 


4. d. 180& ’ 


. €zar had arrived in person, the Archduke Charles was 

*»pidly advancing from Italy, the Hungarians were arming en 
mam, and a declaration of war migift be daily expected from 
Prussia— while only 70,000 men remained disposable, after 
guarding the vast line of communication from Vienna to the 
Rhine. He forthwith put himself, therefore, at the head of his 
army, fixing his headquarters at Brunn, whence several messages 
passed between him and Alexander. But these delusive over- 
tures were only intended to mislead the Russians into a belief of 
the trepidation of the French, and induce them to commence 
operations without waiting for the Archduke ox the Hungarians ; 
and in this he was completely suecessf til. Pressed by the scarcity 
of provisions in a "country where they had no magazines, the 
Julies moved on the 27th November, in order to cut off the 
French from Vienna, and open up their own communications 
with the advancing Archduke ; and after some unimportant 
movements the French fell back, and concentrated themselves 
fNov. 30) at Austerlitz — a position which the Emperor had some 
days- previously pointed out to his generals as the probable 
scene of a decisive engagement,,#^ 

388, The manoeuvres of Napoleon had been directed to lead 
the enemy into attempting to turn his right, in doing which he 
foresaw that they must expose themselves to be assailed in flank ; 
and perceiving them (Dec. 1) commencing this false movement, 
ho exclaimed in inexpressible exultation, “ Before to-morrow 
night that army is mine ! ” The wholo of that day he employed 
in visiting the various posts, and encouraging the men ; and long 
affctoiightfall he continued his inspection, by the light of the 
v fires which the soldiers kindled in their bivouacs — while his 
presence, wherever 1 ' he passed, was hailed with shouts of enthu- 


siasm by the assembled battalions. On the morning of thetiNL 
tho sun rose with uncomnjOTi brilliancy, (“the sun of Austerlifi^. 
was afterwards a proverb in the French army,) showing * the 


heights of Pratzen, the centre and key of the hostile position, 
deserted by the enemy, who were beginning to move in five 
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their onset that the French recoiled befofrwit ; jjut fepir & 
Davoust, which .Napoleon had purposely posted in reserve 
behind the abbey of Raygena, valiantly withstood the assailants; 
while the hill of Pratzen was seized by Soult, who thu# mt in 
two the Russian line, and maintained his position against all 
their efforts to retake it, A furious charge of the Russian cui- 
rassiers of the Guard, under the Grand-duke Constantine, broke 
tho French advance on the left : but this gallant body of horse, 
after a desperate struggle, gave way before the cavalry of the 
French Imperial Guard, led by Bessieres and Rapp; and the rout 
of the whole army, pierced through the centre and shattered into 
fragments, became irretrievable. Their right wing, surrounded 
on all sides by I>avouSt and Lannes, attempfed^to retreat off 
a frozen lake; but the ice was broken by the Cftnn<m&d^JjM 
above 2000 men were drowned : the left, though 
Murat with his cavalry, and cut off from the road to Olrnutz, 
was formed in close column, and brought off the field by Ragifev 
thion. - ' 

389. So ended the battle of Austerlitz, one of the most glorious ~ 
of Napoleon’s victories, and that in which his military genius! 
was most brilliantly displayed. The Allies had lost, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, not les-< than 30,000 men, besides 4£ 
standards, and 180 pieces of cannon ; and the two Emperors, 
seeing further resistance hopeless, sent proposals for an armistice, 
which were instantly accepted. N ^withstanding the magnitude 
of his success, Napoleon was still in a most perilous position; 
he could neither retreat without danger, nor follow up the pursuit 
of the Russians without the certainty of being enveloped 1$' the 
armies coming up in his rear. The conditions were verbally 
agreed on in a personal interview with the Emperor Franck, 
■aM Presburg fixed as the seat of the negd&tions* The Ozar 
Up 'iao party to the conference, but Francis stipulated /for the 
unmolested retreat of the Russians ; and Alexander set out 
(Dec. 5) on his return to bis own country. 

3m Haugwitz had been sent from Berlin, as has been mentioned 
above, to declare war agahgt France; but, on arriving at the 
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El'encli comp, he bad been referred to Vienna till after the 
battle: !Wie event ctf Ansterlitz, however, wholly changed hhf- 
views ; he presented his sovereign’s congratulations on the vi&* 
tory — a message of which (as Napoleon remarked with caustic 
severity) “fortune had changed the address”*— and, with match- 
less effrontery, proceeded to set the seal to the infamy of Prussia, 
by formally accepting Hanover in exchange for some of its 
southern possessions, * which were ceded to France and Bavaria 
— the treaty being signed on 15th December, the very day on 
which hostilities were to have commenced. The negotiations at 
Presburg, meanwhile, dictated by the irresistible power of Napo- 
leon, were soon settled, and peace was signed on 27th De<?emben 
The Venetian territories were ceded to the kingdom of Italy, and 
the Tyrol and Vorarlberg to Bavaria, AH the Italian changes 
were recognised : and the electors of Bavaria and Wiirtemberg 
raked to the rank of kings, being further declared independent 
of the Emperor as head of the Germanic body, a clause which 
virtually dissolved the empire. Besides these cessions, a sum of 
£l,60^^|^as exacted for the expenses of the war, in addition 
to tholRaense contributions already levied ; and heavy ransom 
were paid for a large portion of the military stores and artillery 
which had become the booty of the victors. The object of Napo- 
Sm seems todrave been to throw the strength of Austria to the 
<4st, and detach it as much as possible from Italy and Germany > 
thus leaving him, as goon as he could conclude a treaty with 
Rturia, at leisure to turn his undivided force against Great 
Britain* 


ZWl. The news of A usterlitz at once dissolved the combined 
army which, under the King of Sweden, as noticed above, wa* 
besieging Hameln — the British re-embarking, and the Swedes 
‘$wmI ;|$M fkns retreating to their own territories. But 

which had been compelled to break its neutra§f p 
appearance of an Anglo-Russian fleet in the bay, did jrafHHpNj 
so easily. On 26th December, Napoleon issued a pnlp 
from BrraNnrg, declaring that “the dynasty of Naples 
to reign*— a denunciation promptly followed up^piMfet% 
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of an army, under St Cyr, and which gave the first instance of 
that rapacious policy of which Holland, Spain, and ‘Westphalia 
Idforded subsequent ' examples. The career of Napoleon, at the 
end of this year, was in fact one triumphal procession- On the 
31st December he arrived at Munich, where he was met by 
Josephine ; and a succession of brilliant fetes celebrated at once 
the elevation of the Elector to the royal dignity, and the nuptials 
of his daughter, the Princess Augusta, with Eugene Beaubaraais, 
who was at the same time declared heir to the throne of Italy, 
in default of lawful issue of Napoleon ; and, finally, recrossing 
the Rhine at Stmburg, he reached Paris by rapid journeys, 
(Jan. 25.) 

392. The campaign of Austerlitz; in a military point of view, 
is the most remarkable in the history of the war. On the 1st 
of September, the army was put in motion from the heights of 
Boulogne; and by the 2d of December, Vienna Jbad been 
taken, and the strength of Austria arid Russia prostrated in the 
heart of Moravia — a hundred d'/yi unparalleled in the ^ pt his- 
tory of Europe, though destin'd within ten years 
by another hundred days of still more momentous;:|||nily ! 
These astonishing results, so different from the long liruggle 
maintained by Austria in the two former wars, were doubtless 
in a great measure owing to the extraordinary military abiM&K 
displayed by the French Emperor, and to the unequalled state 
of discipline and organisation to which* his armies had been 
brought during the five years of Continental peace, as well as to 
his having chosen as the theatre of war the valley of the Danube, 
the ^natural avenue to the Hereditary States^ unimpeded by 
either fortresses" or mountains, instead of combating, m before, 
among the fortrfees of Italy or the ridges of’the Alps, But 
jiumphs were only purchased by proportionate,! 
no doubt that the imprudence of the AEieslu^ 
kusterlitsr* extricated him from the greatest^ 

L stood since the commencement of his career. l*he 
t$h& Aulic Oouneil, in sending thdir 
%’ commander into Italy, was a ruinous error. 
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from which, the qvucknes»;w*djHjdaeity of. Napoleon’s opera- 
tious gave them no time to recover ; and the fatal indecision of 
Prussia, at the moment when by prompt action she might at 
once have avenged her own wrongs, and atoned for the vacilla- 
tions of the last ten years, set the seal to the ruin of the con- 
federacy. „ 

393. proved fatal to the master-spirit which had formed 

it. The constitution of Mr Pitt was prematurely worn out by 
■ the labours and excitement of political life, and the disaster 
of Austerlitz was his deathblow, ,After a melancholy survey of 
the map of Europe, he turned away, saying, “We may close 
that map for half a century;” and on January 23, 1806, he died 
at his house in London, aged forty-seven, exclaiming with his 
last breath, u Alas, my country ! " In the general principles of 
his conduct, and the constancy with which he maintained them, 
European history has not so great a statesman to exhibit. If 
the coalitions which he formed on the Continent were unsuc- 
cessful, the revenues, trade, and manufactures of Great Britain 
were doubled, and its colonies and political strength quadrupled, 
during his administration ; and if he could not prevent the 
revolutionary spirit of Jacobinism from bathing France with 
blood, and ravaging Europe with war, he at least effectually 
opposed its entrance into the British dominions. For military 
combinations, as Napoleon observed, he had no turn ; and it 
must b#ftdmitted that, by directing the national strength chiefly 
to colonial acquisitions, and relying for European services almost 
entirely on Continental armies supported by British subsidies, 
ho greatly extended the duration of the war. But the truth 
and soundness of his general principles of policy, both at home 
and abroad, are*now illustrated by the^xjperience of ever) 7 hour; 
andjDhateaubriand has truly said, “thgt while all other 
potfary reputations, even that of Napoleon, are on the 
the fame of Mr&itfc is wntinuaily increasing” 

. 394. In private lifejofenduct was irreproachable; but h^ iad 
few persona! friejukyMpis manners were Reserved and austere. 
Superior to the wealth, he was careless of hiar private 
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fortune and £40,000 was vbted bfiVto grati&kd a? the nation 
to pay the debts dm at bis deathu Sis grave in Westminster 
Abbey was surmounted by a monument decreed by tbs Sons© 
of Commons ; but the hiSfcorian whoaumys the situation of the 
British empire at the close of the contest which he so nbbfy 
maintained for the liberties of mankind, will rathar x inscribe on 
his sepulchre the well-known words— *:k 

4< Si monuinentum quaeris, circumspieo." 

III. Joseph Buonaparte made King of Naples-~-Battle of Maida — 
Formation of die Rhenish Confederacy . 

, 395. The peace of Presburg appeared to have finally subjected, 
the Continent to France. Austria was crushed, Prussia bribed 
and overawed, and even tho might of Russia had succumbed. 
Britain, it is true, was still unconqucred and unconquerable ; 
but the Pitt ministry had fallen at the death of its chief, and his 
successors were expected to entertain more pacific views than 
that uncompromising foe of the Revolution. Lord Hawkesbury, 
indeed, had made a fruitless attempt to form a new administra- 
tion on the old basis ; but public opinion was strongly expressed 
on the necessity of a coalition of “ all the talents 15 of the nation, 
without regard to party, in the present perilous times; and Lord 
Grenville and Mr Fox were at last (Jan. 26) intruste&^mth the 
task. Three distinct and well-defined parties were joined in 
the new ministry. The democratic Whigs, who had all along 
supported the French Revolution, were represented by Mr Vex 
and Mr (created Lord) Erskine ; while Lords Grenville and 
Spencer, and Mr Wyndhan*, were taken from the other Section 
of Whigs, who, though inclining to the popular side in domestic 
que$i©ns, had seeedecfwfeh Mr Burke when he declared against 
^j^fcwpil'Ution, and had ebee remained fierce! ^hostile to their 
former allies. Lord Sidmouth and hiaa^erents, who had been 
in opposition since they were displac^lJpPitL formed the third 
political gi*buf>; The chiefs of all tke&mjritm&me bio office ; 
v feht’ though Tiord Grenville^ as first IdwBJjRfe© treasury, was 

T q ? 
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W ostensible premier, the preponderance of the friends of Mr 
Jfoi (who became secretary at war) wa&sucfa as to render it to 
*11 intents and purposes a Whig administration* The measures 
" jp^ yeinmegt, however, underwent no immediate change : a 
jfl8j000,000 was raised^ and provided for by new taxes v 
ike war-t&jpgs were also raised, and the income-tax increased 
from 6J to^pO per cent — a measure which, though almost unavoid- 
able, was loudly complained of by the public. 

396. The hasty return of Napoleon to Paris had been caused by 
a financial crisis, which, if the issue of the campaign had been 
different, might have led to ruinous results. During 1806, the 
Bank of France, yielding to the prosperity winch on all sides 
flowed into the Empire, had extended its discountljg an unpre- 
cedented extent, principally in favour of the public^Sihctiona rich 
and government contractors. Among these was the firm of 
Ouvrard and Co., at that time the greatest capitalists in the world* 
and on whom the Bank chiefly depended for its supply of the 
precious metals — their extensive transactions with Spain giving 
them almost the entire command of the specie brought from 
Mexico. There was thus an extensivo glut of paper in the money 
market at the moment when the breaking out of the German 
war caused an immense and immediate demand for gold, 
j£2,<KX),000 worth of which was taken from the Bank for the 
public service. To meet this deficiency, the finance minister. 
Marbois, contracted a loan of £4,000, 000 with Ouvrard and others ; 
but though their engagements with Spain entitled them to expect 
more than i>l 1,000,000 in hard dollars from America, before the 
end of the year, this prospect would notfumish a supply for present 
necessities, and a complete panic ensued. Several of the grea* 
capitalists failed, and had the war continued a few months longer 
a national bankruptcy must have taken place ; but the battle of 
Austerlitz restored public confidence, and Napoleon lost no time 
in instituting a rigorous im litigation, which terminated in the 
dismissal of Marbois, and the bankruptcy of the gigantic opm]»$ny 
of Ouvrard as defaulters to thei r cout racts. Great changes ?U the 
system of finance, and improved methods of collecting therevenuo, 
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evil, however, hf in the extravagant mepemBitHmw^ 
wbfc&to exceeded the revenue. There weft, in t 

my resources in France whence extraordinary 
obtained* arid the expedient of loan# (as in Great Mk$ ^ 

Impossible in a country the commerce of which wwr ruined, 'm\$ 
system of oontkmai foreign conquest and spoliation bee«to 
indispensable, and continued so throughout the Empire, as the 
only means of maintaining the costly fabric of government, and 
the enormous military establishment, the burden of which was 
almost wh<dlyheme by the tributary or conquered states, 

$97* As a counterpoise to those financial dfficultie^ a splendid 
ex^sitkMypj^ednternal state of the Engine was fomented to„ 
the ChmSm by the minister of the interior : the noble roads of 
the Simplon, &c.,over the Alps, were now completed j harbotw-. 
and wet-dooks were in progress in thirty-five maritime 
particularly Antwerp and Cherbourg ; the internal communica- 
tions had been improved by the building of numberless bridges, 
and opening to navigation of rivers : and among other splendid 
works now projected for the adornment of the capital, was the 
well-known pillar in the PlaceVcndOme, entered with bas-reliefs, 
cast from $00 captured ^nstrtan canrion/and commetorative* 
of the principal actions of to campaign. 

393. The sentence of dethronement passed against the dynasty 
of N aples had meanwhile been carried into effect. Fifty tot isottd 
French troops ?tompied to country, to court fied into SicBy, 
md Joseph Buonaparte, by an imperial decree of 14ib April, was 
raised fib the vacant throne ; the beautiful Pauline, sister of to 
Emperor, at tlie srime tfme receiving the duchy of GriUstalk, 
and Murat being created Grand-duke of Cleves^as^ 

Gerteany. But Joseph’s tenure of his new dominions was yet 
incomplete. The £orirmhf Gaet&stiU held out, to Calabrian 
peasainip rose m Jarious ravolt, ml to British in Sicily (who 
bad ahtoy taken to 3W|r af Capri, riose to to capital) sent 
600 mWt/to their aid wcSrr to John Stuart, who itountored 
’ ^'JWda^July B) nVmm wpsof TOGO, under Beynkr. The 
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battlepre»ented one of the rate instances in which French and 
British troops have actually crossed bayonets; but French 
enthusiasm sank Wore British intrepidity, and the enemy 
'Wire driven from the field with the loss of half their number. 
The victory of Maida had a prodigious moral effect in raising 
the spirits and self-confidence of the British soldiery ; but its 
immediate results were less considerable. The French were 
indeed driven from Calabria, but the fall of Oaeta, (July 18,) 
after the loss of its brave governor, the Prince of Hesse* Philips- 
thal, released the main army under Massena : *the British, 
exposed to be attacked by overwhelming numbers, re-embarked 
(Sept. 6) for Palermo, and the Calabrian insurrection was sup- 
pressed with great bloodshed. But an amnesty Was at length 
(in November) published by Joseph, who devoted himself with 
great zeal and admirable judgment to heal the wounds of his 
distracted kingdom. 

399. In pursuance of the system now commenced, of fencing 
in his throne by a girdle of dependent crowns, Napoleon had 
declared his brother Louis (June 0) Kjuagof Holland — a change 
which passed without resistance or co^o&nt ; and out of the Ve- 
netian states, now incorporated with the kingdom of Italy, twelve 
military fiefs were erected for the most distinguished of the mar- 
shals and ministers. Napoleon well kne^that the jealousy 
of the old dynasties against him, howevef'i^gui^d, was inex- 
tinguishable ; and that ho could derive firiin support only by 
placing Ms own relations and followers in positions which made 
their own safety contingent on the preservation of his greft 
parent diadem — a system founded, therefore, not on arrogance 
or vf&ity, but in a correct appreciation of his own political 
position. 

400. The Brest fleet had not been involved in the catastrophe of 
Trafalgar ; and Napoleon kgped that this last remnant of his 
iflaval force, consisting of eleven ships of the line, might yet be 
'employed with effect against the remote British colonies, jbne 
division, consisting of five ships and two frigates, was accord- 
ingly sent out to St Domingo ; but it was there attacked (Feb. 6) 
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by a British force, unde? Admiral Buckwortb, and completely 
destroyed— three ships being captured and two stranded” and 
burnt, the frigates alone escaping. The other squadron, under 
Admiral Villaumez, was not more fortunate ; three sail wefe 
destroyed by Sir Richard Bfcraelian, at the month of the Chesa- 
peake ; another was wrecked on the French coast ; and only one 
ship returned in safety. Linois, who since his repulse by the 
China fleet had been cruising against our trade in the Indian 
seas, was captured with his two remaining ships on their home- 
ward route (March 13, 1800) by Sir John Borlase Warren ; and 
a frigate squadron bound for the West Indies was taken the 
next day by Sir Samuel Hood. The Rocliforfc fleet ahme/uuder 
Lalkmand, eluded the pursuit of all the British squadrons, and 
returned safe to port after a cruise of six months— an escape 
which was celebrated as areal triumph by the French. But the 
naval war was now in fact at an end : the British navy had 
attained universal dominion, and navigated the ocean as securely 
as if it had been an inland sea within their own country ; and 
Britain, relieved from' all dread of invasion or colonial embar- 
rassment, was enabled tb«#roct her undivided attention to land 
operations. A dispute arose during this year with the United 
States of America on the subject of neutral rights, and the 
search for naval deserters by British men-of-war, which was 
taken up with eagtmne violence by the public of both nations, 
but was at length satisfactorily adjusted by the good sense of 
their respective governments. 

401 . The reduction of the Cape (Jan. 8) was an enterprise which 
had been prepared before the death of Mr Pitt ; but the facility 
of the conquest, by inspiring the commanders with overWfl^tog 
confidence, ultimately led to serious disasters. The admiral, 
Sir Home Popham, having obtained 1600 troops from the mili- 
tary commandant, Sir Bat id Baird, sailed on an unauthorised 
expedition against Buenos Ayres, which almost immediately 
eapi viilaiM, (J uae 26.) Th# news was received in Britain with 
extravagpt# popular rejoicings ; but the Spaniard^ speedily 
recovering from their pan% overpowered the inadequate garri- 
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son, (Aug. 1®,) who were made prisoners of war hi defiance 0$ 
the capitulation* Sir Home Popham continued, however, to 
blockade the mouth of : $J*e river, till the arrival of reinforce* 
jrfbnts enabled the Bfftfife. to resume the offensive, with ktB! 
worse fortune, the next year. * 

402. The relations between France and Prussia were daily bo* 
coining less amicable. The cabinet of Berlin, though embarrassed 
by the news of the treaty which Haugwits had concluded at 
Vienna, had not sufficient virtue to refuse the tempting offer of 
Hanover; but an attempt was made to colour the transaction, in 
the eyes of the British ambassador, by representing it as a mere 
tempotary occupation. This equivocation/ however, was not 
.admitted by lSTapoleon/ who threatened to annul the treaty ; 
and Prussia, fearful of losing her Spoil, at length openly com* 
mitted herself by declaring the electorate annexed to her 
dominions, “as ceded by Napoleon, whose it was by right of 
•conquest”— at the same time excluding the British flag from its 
ports. This perfidious rapacity drew down instant retaliation 
from Britain : the harbours of Prussia were blockaded, and its 
flag swept from the seas by the British cruisers ; nor did her 
self-degradation purchase even the forbearance of France. Murat, 
as Grand-duke of Cleveland Berg, seized various portions of 
Prussian territory as appendages to his new dominions ; heavy 
contributions were levied On Hamburg, Bremen, and Frankfort, 
as the price of French protection j and aagjmrai feeling of shame 
and indignation pervaded the Prussian pime, whose Spirit and 
patriotism clearly perceived the gulf, to thffibrink.of which the 
nation had been led by the temporising servility. of its rulers, 

403, But these feelings were not yet universal in Germany, and 
Napoleon now availed himself of the enthusiasm excited among 
the lesser states by the victories over Austria, in which they had 
shared, to bring to maturity his grand project of the<Joafedm- 
tion of the Rhine, which had been first concei ved^fche year before, 
at Mayen ce. The Act of Confederation was signed bn Ifltfi ; 
the contracting parties bein^the Emperor bf the VnMd$*tbfc 

" Kings of Bavaria and Tfurtemborg, the ArchbiBhop^f Rafcia bon, 






Wfi&dr of Baden* « landgrave of H«e.pfm»»4fl4t, the 
Gran&diike of B«r& (Jfurat,} the, various the 

houses of Nassau, Hobeii^on^ Salragjmd other 

states were declared to be prered for ever from $*& 
Gertiiamc empire, and erected into 4 new league under fh© pro- 
tection of Napoleon* to whom they were to supply, in ease ef 
attack, a contingent of 58,000 men, which France was fa support 
. with 200,000. No blow had yet been levelled at Bmrop^an into 
pendenee so important as this, by which sixteen rniiliensof vxm a 
were at once severed the sceptre of the Casaali to be <m» 
verted into an outworker a foreign power ; but Austria was m 
no condition to express its resentment, and wisely ^ave ^way 
to the storm. But the Emperor Francis, justly cohSSferlSg the 
constitution of the Holy Homan empire as subverted^reinounced 
by a solemn deed (Aug, 6) the ancient throne of the Cms&rs, 
and declared himself the first Emperor of Austria, 

404. The peace of Fresh urg had apparently removed all grounds 
of discord between France and Russia, and a negotiation for peace 
had actually commenced. A fresh dispute arose, however, from 
the occupation by the Russians of Cat taro — an Adriatic port M 
the Dalmatian territory of Venice, just ceded to France; while 
the French indemnified themselves by seizing Ragusa* a neutral 
and independent city ; those differences, however, were adjusted, 
and peace was actual! yjjgued at Paris (July 20.) But theHussum . 
plenipotentiary; d'CjHfc had so utterly departed from his 
instructions that was at once disavowed, (Aug, 25) at 

St Petersburg ; aoa®Bp>ti&tioii between France and Britain, 
which had been pj^ding since February, was also broken off 
^arly in September At first France h,ad been willing to restore 
Hanover, and to leave Great Britain in possession of Malta 
and the Cape besides her Indian conquers ; insisting at the 
same time on Sicily being given up to King Joseph, m&'oforiw 
to provide am equivalent for Ferdinand, either in the Sftimap'i 
Isles or Dalmatia, Great Britain, however, steadtf^^ to 
bf a p|rtf to the^spoliat^ <rf neutral and indep^dmt state# 
% indemnifiesdion ; md though the demands of 
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Franco were somewhat lowered after the refusal of. Russia to 
ratify d’OtthrilV treaty, all hopes of accommodation at length 
failed* and Lord Lauderdale quitted Paris (0CL 6) nine days after 
Napoleon badsfct out to take the command against Prussia. 

405. The popular ferment in Berlin had risen to an incontrol- 
lahie pitch When it became known that Napoleon, in spite of 
his recent engagements, had offered to restore Hanover to Bri- 
tain ; and the excitement was further increased by a cruel and 
illegal murder perpetrated at this juncture by his order. Palin, 
a bookseller of Nuremberg, who had^bJftb active in the publica- 
tion of works hostile to France, was seized, carried before a 
French court-uiartial at Braunau, and there shot, (Aug. 25,) with- 
out being ‘allowed to enter on his defence— a foul and atrocious 
crime, unjustifiable cither by the law of nations or the nature 
of the alleged offence. The war-party in Berlin now over- 
whelmed all opposition : the officers whetted their sabres on the 
window-sills of the French ambassador ; and the Queen and 
Prince Louis opehly fostered the general enthusiasm. War was 
only delayed till the distant succours of Russia could arrive ; but 

f apoleon, penetrating this design,, instantly put his troops in 
otion, from the Inn and Nockar, for the Elbe ; and himself set 
for tbo army (Sept. 26) before the ultimatum had been pre- 
sented at Paris (Oct. l) by M. Knobelsdosf. Its terms — the in- 
stant evacuation of Germany by the Jftkmcli troops, and the 
acquiescence of Napoleon in the forn^^K of a 1 counter league 
in North Germany— were fitter for thj^^Kow of a victory than 
the eve of Jena, and show how strong^^Kie infatuation which 
had seized the cabinet of Berlin. 

406, Before the commencement of 
Fox had breathed his last, (Sept, 13,) 
trious rival only a few month*. . Few men have run a more bril- 
liant (Career, and nono ever were the object of moi$ affectionate 
regardfrom a numerous body of friends. Though a man of pleasure 
Jinavery sense of the word, dissipated and^ar^^ar |«* private 
djfa his many failings were all forgotten in th# kindness of his 
jkeaft, and generous warmth of his feelings. He wSU^nquestioa* 




ably the ablest debater thafc*be BritfeyarifaBE^»t aW rft dfeeed/ 
btrthis fym» iuwn^ ia» tlBt ef hi* great 
test of, time t *ttiNhe prompt geaerstiou, reraovedfibm the 
fascination of his fervid eloquence, can eearoeif. applsBd the 
political peaetratioa «*••&» eulogist of the French BetolutSon, 
and the palliator of its atrocious excesses. A longer Hfe- however, 
aright probably have weaned him from all, as he honourably 
admitted it had dime from many, of his earlier delusioits. 
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407»Praa»ia, though thus rushing headlong into war, had not 
•wholly neglected to court the aid of other powers in the conflict 
Great Britain and Swedej|%ere easily conciliated, and fee power * 
ful alliance of Russia IM also, with some difficulty, been secured; 
bat Austria, aiiil bleeding from her recent w'at^3| and: distrust 
ing the Prussian cabinet, persisted in standing dml Hopes of 
assistance were also held out from a most unexpected 
Spain, ruined by the Fipxieh alliance and indignant at tiijk 
recently proposed transfer of the Balearic Islands in exfea**p 
for Sicily, without her consent, opened communications wife! 
Berlin, and began to augment her army. B# "these prematuti: 
movements were sio^kt by the news of Jeo*» though flbi'i&f; 
they had decided 'HdjHkn m dethroning ifo Spanish Bour- 
bons at the Erst Of the lesser powers, Sarouy 

alone sent 20 ,Qffi tfmjBhke Prussian standard ; Hesse4)aaW^ 
federation of the Rhino, of’ courO^'^^“ 
though the Russians had not yet left i 
Uliam gallantly took the field with allhis 
disposable* fercet, amounting to |g%600 men 5 and so Rifle w«fO 
the impendingealamities anticljmted that the guard* ,] 
out of Berlin m Aw ^ggpf triumph and leavingthol 
v tants alx ^»HPPW section Erem^umultnous joy* 

v 40 & k more dofensifele tl«wr tbelinei 

dheffibe, s^^ted aeltis by the strong imparts of 1 
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D EAT H OF PH1XCE LOUIS OF PRUSSIA, *. ». 1806. 

and Totgao—lrat non* of these fortresses were either 
adequately armed or provisioned ; and the Prmpi&n generalissimo, 
the Bake of Brunswick, though ^ tfc<J last centar y> 

was now amerannhateA-boidi wiiiiilP vacillating u. exe- 
cution, and altogether ignorant yehetnenee and 

rapidity which Napoleon had introduced into modern warfare. 
With almost unaccountable rashness, he now determined to 
assume the offensive, advancing by Eisenach towards the valley 
Of the Maine, in order to cut off the enemy’s commumcatmiis 
\ with France— a manuravre which Napoleon no sooner penetrated 
than' he determined to retort it on the Prussians. On the 9th 
^October, accordingly, the whole French army moved in three 
great columns on the main roads towards Saxony : Soult and 
r on the right, marching from Bayreuth towards Hof; the 
funder Murat, in the centre, with Beniadotte and Pavoust, 
afe^jmrth-west towards Saalbcrg ; while Lannes and 
ppm . left, breaking up from Sehweinfurt, advanced 
Iburg ^fed Grafenthal upon kaalfeld. The centre and right 
were Wring straight on the Prussian magazines ; and the 
thunderstruck by the news, instantly coun- 
t thg advance, and gave orders for a concentration of 
thedjfpops about J$rfurth and Weimar. But this retrograde 
cross ^ovf Apjut hid to be mode on bye-roads, and in face of a 
euperior enemy nurehing in dense columns on the great cause- 
ways perpendicular to their route ; and the results wnresuoh as 
might be anticipated. Several of their detachments Were over- 
whelmed on the 9th and loth ; and on the latter day a more 
important advantage was. gained by Lannes and Augereau over 
the corps of Prince Louis in fron^jf Saal^ld. The Prussian^ 
assailed by vastly superior number!, weye completely routed , 
and the gallant prince himself was slain by a sabre-stroke, while 
fighting hand to hand among the 'FidhatafeO calamity which 
diffused a universal gloom over the^armyi|Hfc^ ' 

409. The dejected and disordered at 

length effected thoirjoncentratiog in 
of 65,000 under the Mag near Weinuiay|^ 
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now conceived 




t the .great magazines!* Naum- , 4 

* l Napoleon, whohad expected 

1'deekive success, iriwhich he 
raid from their own bgudicieuji 
movements. In the- vain hope of revi^J^mbuig, the main 
body, note the King and the Ilnke offirtmswick, advanced on • 
the 13th towards Suiza, leaving Hdhenloh* and the rear in th^i 
presence of’double their number under Napoleon. On the same, 
day the important heights of the Landgrafenberg, coqpnandift|J 
a view of tire whole Prussian lines before . Jena, were occug 
by the French ; the artillery was dragged up tgtthe ridg 
incredible exertions, in which Napoleon personally * 
in the grey of the morning of the 14th, 1 
to havehad no expectation of an immediate at 
by finding that the French, to the number of t 
passed the gorges in front of his position nsrteycov 
arid were pressing forwards in babde array, 
despatched orders to General RuehoJ to bring uj^l 
SO, 000 men { but the battle had already btgjRp. ~~ 
though so fearMly outnumbered, resisted ( 
corps of Ney was at one time broken by the : 
their numerous and magnificent cavalry, which also obtained 
some adVautsgea on tbo toft. Butt the oddffji were too great 
against them >th»vittageof Vicreehn-Heiligec, the bey of their 
position, was carried by storm ; and when ftuehel at length 
up, he’ was only iriytime to share in the general ruin. 

. dvethousand freest enwry, under the fiery guidance of Murat, 
bore down with loud shouts of triumph os the retiring maMWt 1 
The Prussian horafrwi^dod with eight hamaf incessant fighting, 

squadrons, and home, firt, and 
fa iorether .in one confused mass.' Buchel 

f..j »#.thft:&iW j aud the rent became one 
SoveLanfoai was the 


and the 
onset of 


' * BATTLE OF AUEBSTADT. r a. r>. rt6& 

pursuit that the victors and vanquished entered pell-mell into 
Weimar, six leagues from the field of battle ; and Hohenlohe 
with* difficulty rallied & few regiments of cavalry behind the 
town, as a rallying-point for the panic-stricken fugitives, 

410. The late of the main army under the King, on the same 
Md been almost equally disastrous. Napoleon, supposing 
Bpgfc that he had to encounter the whole Prussian army at Jena, 
jraTsent orders to Davoust to fall on their rear during the action ; 
and the marshal, moving from Naum burg for this purpose, found 
himself, on the evening of the 13th, in contact with the King's 
army before Auerstadt. Davoust had only 26,000 foot and 
4000 horse to oppose more than double the number ; but, 
pushing forward his van, he succeeded in seizing the defiles of 
Koessen, where he barred the march of the Prussians on the 
following morning. .;|I^^King and Marshal Mollendorf at first 
conceived the arise only from a detached column, 

but all their efforts faiil^llliriodge the gallant division of Gudin 
from its vantage-ground ; and the troops were disheartened by 
the fall of General Schmettau and the Duko of Brunswick, who 
were both mortally wounded early in the day. The nature of 
the ground rendered tho Prussian superiority of numbers in a 
great measure unavailable ; and as the remaining French divi- 
sions reached the scene of action, advantage graduallj^in- 
clined to their side, in spite oftfii^iepeated and furious charges 
of the Prussian cavalry, the ; |^i^fhts of Sonnertberg on their 
right were surmounted byffiCo^ifidid; and the French artillery, 
from that commanding ^eminence, carried death through all the 
ranks of the enemy. Marshal Mollendorf was wounded ; and£ 
after an ineffectual attempt on the part of Kalkrouth and t£i|| 
reserve to restore the battle, the whole army ^8 drMgyjjtfougli 
the defiles of Auerstadt. At first their retifR, eovSa hy the 
guards and Blucher’s cavalry, was conducted in tolerable order; 
but the apparition of Bernadotte* on their fiank^compolled them 

* A too literidi»terprotatioa#f^^^^w^.prder had jireventcdBer- 
nadotte from joining Davoust error <$ j^gmhnt which 

drew on liim the unqualified wrath ^^^poleon. 



to change ^eixTovit^m^ their completed by 

encountering the tide dffugiti vesfr om dona. . Thewbole army 
was broken up, flying in aH directions, and abandoning its 
artillery and baggage. Twenty thousand had fallen in the two 
fields of Auerstadt and Jena ; as many were made prisoners, the 
King himself esoaping with difficulty ; and 200 guo$ wStihJft 
standards, fell into .the hands of the victors. The loss of the 
was, however, 14,000, ot whom DavausPs army lost TOofflK 
of the gallant band under Gudin, yhich bore the brnnt’eMlP 
fight at AujSrstadt, not fewer than 134 officers, and 3500 men* 
(more than half their total number,) were left on the field. * 
411. The extraordinary circmnstanceof the four generals-in-chief 
— the Duke of Brunswick, Ruchel, Mbllendorf, and Jehmettau 
t-being killed or disabled, had left the fragments of the army 
without a head ; and Napoleon lefrygam no time to recd^p 
from their confusion. Erfurth, wlw&iipfeo soldiers had taken 
refuge, surrendered with all it* day after the battle. 

Kalkreuth’s corps, which still preserved good order, was utterly 
defeated by Soult on the 16th at Nordhausen ; and the general 
reserves under Duke Eugene of Wurtemberg, 14,000 strong, were 
overwhelmed (Oct 17) at Halle, by Beruadotte, after a resistance 
which in come degree vindicated the honour of the Prussian 
arm& "Bohenlohe, who been ^tffcried eomihander-i n-chief 

by the King, attempted to ™|i^yyrecks of the army at Mag- 
deburg ; but the provisbnsfin^^eo were insufficient for so 
great a multitude, and he a^^^^^hed (Oct. 23) with a large 
but disorganised body of trooiil^iiopiim^. -reach . the remote 
fortress of Stettin on the Oder. But Imwute was intercepted 
by the i^e^atigable cavalry of Murat, who attacked him in 
was closing in on his rear ; and after losing 
|]u ost Succession of severe skirmishes, he was 

foi’^d wlurrenddr *t R|fcnfcriow (Oct. 28) with 14,000, including 


thefemains of ibe_ 
dau v / and M Stett^i wa< 
^iolocd without; 



Mfanwhile, the fortresses of Span- 
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41& The only Prussbn troops wife noW%ept;l 
about 24,000 men under Blueher, qfjtfjMed by t)touHKft£M0Q’ 
cavalry, which that gallant officer had brought off from Auer- 
stadt, with the infantry of the Duke of Saxe-Weimar, ^hieh had 
not been present with the grand army* Against this heroin 
band 60,000 men were now directed, under Boult, Murat, and 
Bernadette ; and the Prussians were at length driven trough 
Mecklenburg into Lubeek, where a despersfte conflict took place 
(Nov, 6) in the streets of the town, which sdfered severely from 
the licentious cruelty of the French soldiery, Bltpher himself* 
with 8000 men, succeeded in cutting liis way through the assail- 
ants ; but his farther retreat was barred by the territory of Den* 
mark ; the hardy veteran, having done ali that valour and 
determination could accomplish, was at length compelled to 
capitulate. Magdeburg, which had hitherto been blockaded by 
Ney. surrendered (Nov^$)d#the first thrcat^abombald)®^ ; 
the Hanoverian fortresses of HiTmelh and Nienbnvg submitted, 
before the end of the month, to an army which had appeared in 
- tha| quarter under tho King of Holland ; an^ thus expired ali 
^ the elements of icsi stance from the Weser to.tbe Oder. 

41$. Napoleon’s first care, after the victories of Jena and Auer- 
stadt, had been to detach the Saxons from the alliance— a ’task 
which the occupation of their country by the French, and their 
own inborn jealousy of the Prussians, rendered extremely easy. 
Tho Elector at first accepted nci 
alliance was concluded at Posen, 


y ; but ere long (Dec. 12) an 
which he received the title 
of King, and joined, ihe Confederation of the Bhine, furnishing 
a contingent of 20, (XX) soldiers ; and he adh#ed/^' ‘ x 
honourable fidelity, to the* fortunes of N* 
meanwhile, the r iB^h of bis victorious 
passed by Wepia^K Wittenberg to 1 
(Oct. 25) in alfthe pomp of victory, i 

the royal palpjj^'Jh^lnhabjtaots, in speifhJess gf^-'s^w^^wTO 
capital in ! f <$$he enemfrin a fortnight after ho^i|%s 
had 

gust the unworthy 


was changed 

' M •tL’. ’ i. 
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at- to" Fainas trophies, 
the conduct of the EmperoiTat this period, 
in the pa®n of JPrince Hatzfeld, whose life, when condemned 
for supplying secret iirformafcton to Hohenlohe* t» gwmtedlto 
the prayers of his wife; but his general 
Prussians was that of studied and hitter contumely. fit e«*$' 
five officers were ostentatiously paraded through Berlin 
Duke of Brunswick was assailed in the bulletins with such p&b 
sonal virulence, that he fled for refuge to Altona, Whom ho soon 
after died, from the inflammation of his wounds by the hurried 
journey? and the Queen herself was insulted with brutal aotk 
unmanly sarcasms through £ho game channel. The Elector or 
Hcsse-Oassel was summarily stripped of all his dominions ; and 
Napoleon publicly threatened th)»t-he wotiM impoverish the 
Prsaasiait nobles they should Wpiheir breads The execu- 
tion of this last menace was speedily commenced by the levy of 
a war contribution of £6,200,000, (equivalent to double the sum 
in Great Britain^ which Was enforced with ruthless severity^ 
General Clarke wvllppointed governor-general of the conqai## 
provinces, aided by Count Dam in the civil details ; the whol& 
country, from th^Rhine to the Vistula, received 4 fresh organisa- 
tion, and all the authorities were compelled' to take m oath of 
allegiance to the French Emperor. 

414. Negotiations had all this time been going on for peace ; but 
as Talleyrand at length clearly intimated that the fortresses on 
the Vistula mustjbe surrendered, and the whole Prussian tern- 
buy of the french till a general peace, as a 

I |itftmto give up her iqg |ili mo conquests, 

the pii5 (Now 28) to ratify tg«* armistice which 

hudv|gH^^^^Khis ministers ; tend* after fulminat- 
■rawps Berlin Decree (herepfte#to be enlarged 
commerce, set ont to meet the 

apnies .before thgy aseached Gernian^Slt Fosen he 
Polish depnth^tffio cm# to h^lore his 
ike langu%* of hi* 




thoigh well 

jteakaifhe »4tee the enthusiasm of 

apkoudjr kept clear of any specific promise of I 
#raneelled concord said unanimity among the dj 
the population as the surest means of achieving 
Meanwhile Mortier had occupied Hamburg ; the Bavwh|ua;|tid 
■Whrtembergers, under Jerome Buonaparte, were employed^* 
reducing the Silesian fortresses which still held out j an<h to 
supply- ; $he chasms ia the army, a conscription of 80,000 wa» 
again ordered ty anticipation, from those who were to attain the 
; military age in 307, l' < 


V. Campaign of Bylcat, 

415. Though the short campaign of Jena had dprtm Jcdlthe 
power of Prussia, the war could scarcely be said to be serlatasly 
eommcueed while the formidable legions of lUussb et^seiqafcied 
unsubdued. Since the .defeat of Austediiz, Alexaadefhad been 
indefatigable in recruiting and reorganising his army.; thedetput 
loyalty of the people had btfn exeitedto tiftijjiighest dgpw by 
a ptheiamathm denouncing. Ndpoleon as the grand 90S;, of 
Christianity ; and religious enth 
the energy pf the dam 
French had now tc^jBtunter. The 
contrary to their mm^eustom, w 
themselves as the chosen 
formidable lances^of the wild (ftsseeks 
almost for the first timer iif4ie 
their whole dinMhk f 
would have arnfipd*tp 160,0041 m 
efforts of .^apoJSgg 
Turkish 

the. disastcasfli TW&ft . 
most caianfftoue eflfect,at 

to Napoleon. ■ The ferment 
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ttghafcure.$>f Koseitisko $ and taa 
iarnw, (Sot. 30,) were flailed aadelireiwa. ' Serosal 
rott irere raised for tie service of Fran«V which 
,4«f -the campaign, -ware augmented, T>y the spoa- 
gfe^fjtyjfeople, to 30,000 m,‘ and the %lr!f» ^ 
ofdiers, who were disheartened by the prospect of i 
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against their centre. But so murderous.^ was the fire, of the ! 
Russian artillery, that both these assaults were jepnlsod •with 
tremendous slaughter : Mttlb an himself, with most of his offi- 
cars, was wounded ; and nPretreai was pressed wil^'.s«wb;yj%^ 
mence by the Cossacks, that his whole corps was 
hilated, and JSTapoleon narrowly escaped being made, pmm*er 
in the town of Eylan. Boult had not fared much better ; and a 
general charge on the centre by 14,000 horse under Murat, sup* 
ported by the wh$le Imperi^|Gtiard, and 200 guns, though it at 
first broke the Russian lines t>y its weight, was eventually driven 
back with tke Joss pf jeyfr al eagles and 14 pieces of cannon. At 
this moment, ^|B^^K, a PP eare ^ within tha^ 

Kussians, the and Sei 

had ,h|pn carri0f'pl||^H&t, after A d< 
flank Was turnea^^^pnlmded by the snow- 
smoko from the burning hpuses, they be$$feto 

The whole feffc wing, however/wfe skil 


order. 

bac^l^Bemi^gsen, at right angles to the centre, a] 
gresS of4h.vousfc thus arrested } and the Prussaanis^i^ 
at length coming; up on 
at the point of thp ba; 
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l^eyVoorpSj 
Schloditten, 
and so end^ 
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fot te throne ; and even wfie*i begin ta sub- 

side, it was renewed by a message fo the Be»at© (Mal«ftt'2§>ior a 
jfaiafc conscription of 80,000— the MM since the Ptoesito ■ wax 
began— of those who would reach thw military ou tfit 
1808. ^Napoleon was, in fact, ns well aware m 
the perilous nature of the crisis— he knew that a «e 
battle an the Vistula would inevitably lead j 
retreat beyond the lihine; and, during the 
ties, bis umrearied activity was not less occupied 
for a defensive warfare in case of a reverse, ten .ia^uutfai 
forces for offbpsive operations on the present theatre of vrw&j&M 


yt.'^^stic and Foreign Measures of ike 

425. The accession of the Whigs to power, afte| ex- 
clusion from office, afforded them at length to op^^MBpHB Wb te 
practical application <jf those popular ideas 
mmtj which had been developed during the c^sPlM^pt the 
preceding fifteen years, and of which they bad oonstaiSly pro- 
fessed themselves the advocates. Of the various measures intro* 
duced in consequence of %eso views, the tot had reference to 
the important object of recruiting the army, in which great 
difficulty had hhen experienced under the existing .system of 
enlistment for 1% or fog a Hn^r4^>eriod, To obviate the dis- 
like with whiclrmilitary service was popularly regarded, Mr 
'Windham pro agj^gd a pito of enlistment for seven, fourteen, and 
twenty-ono^tef wUh toditmhal privileges of attiring allow- 
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. though it encountered considerable 

TO^ST ^ 




t^lmi at fen#&<?Rwied (Fob. B3j 1607) by J8S3 to 
t and 100 to 36 in the Pee r& ' 

* lty$807 (Jan. SO) an important measure was also 
by Lord Henry Petty, for the future manage- 
o as to provide for a permanent state of 
i either the overthrow of Napoleon’s power, or the 
. conclusion of any durable peace with him, appeared alike hope- 
'I m&'M* proposed, therefore, to raise in this and the two fol- 
lowing years a loan of £12,000,0tfo j in 1810, ^14,000,000 ; mid 
ibr the ten succeeding years, (should the, war last so long,) 
? , ^16,000,000 a^year~-appropriati»g each year from the war-taxes 
ffi^much as would#mount to ten per cent on the sum raised, to 
form a sinking-fund for its redemption. The minor details of 
this plan were arranged with great financial skill ; hut the pro* 
ject was ppposed by Mr Oanning, Mr Perceval, and Lord Castle- 
rough, tjrged that it broke through the distinction between 
permanent' and war taxes ; and recommended the appropriation 
of part of the sinking-fund to the payment of the interest on 
the fresh loans. Both schemes were departures from the grand 
principle of Mr Pitt, which was to provide by new indirect 
taxes for the interest and gradual lexfirictien of each fresh loan ; 
but the system of Lord Henry Petfcy was, perhaps, the more 
manly and statesmanlike of the two in $ domestic point of 
view; as leaving untouched the sacred deposit of the sinking- 
fund ; though, as the event of the war in Poland proved, it was 
not calculated to meet the emergencies and ever-varying chances 


of warfare. ^Tho budget for 1807 
but it was soon abandoned among t! 
future years. 

427* Such were thejfrtncipal 
administration, which "were u 
hbttiabity an&*wisdom ; bit 
"hut to their foreign policy,* J] 
recalled, and, reprimanded 
(March 1807) for his 
Buenos Ayres, (p, 
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and necessities of 
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es&fy by a spirit of 
meed must be meted 
Home Popham had^een 
; A ^uri-majirtial 
im attach on 
ml firmness to 



,pt 

y made, (July 5$) 


same quarter ? and aOOO telw woi 
Sir Samuel Auehmnty,. who stormed sad 
(Feb.g.) Another reinforcement dM600 
to th* slime destination, awd-Jb»- 

fteneralWhiteledke, who wto 
of BuM^s Ayres. The attto^^ 
hat 200 pieces of sannon, awAl^DOO men stationed on the flat 
roofs of the houses, opposed fiwroidable obstacles to the advance 
ofthe British tbwngb the barricaded streets ? and though, 
several of the principal points were gallantly carried, three regi-< 
memto nninbering 2500 men, were obliged to surrender ihoti# 
Sncli was now the consternation among the KngHsh 
commanders, tbata capitulation was signed (July 7> with the 
Span isli gencrBlaXini^res, by which the British prisoners were 
restored, on condition of the withdrawal of the whole hostile 
tome from the Bio do la Plata. The public indignation hi Bri- 
tain was vehement? and General Whitelocke, on htoretijpt,* 5 ' 
was cashiered by a court-martial ? but military 'men had not; 
then been taught, by the examples of Geron'a and Saragossa, 
the formidd&o. aspect of street warferh ; and much allowance 
must be m&do.foran inexperienced officer, opposed by each unex- 
pected difficultiesin his first separate command. 

428. Ouraqoa had boSn token without resistance, (Jan 1,) the 
advantages of British commerce and British protection disposing 
the planters everywhere to range themselves under its flag ; but 
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429. The length of this 
course, is nearly 30 miles, liffNitcUlt v. 

■wliile the Djgrrowest part, is iiefeudcd Spoil 
celebrated cattles of Europe and Asia* But 
tfeations, plough armed with 
ruinous and decayed ; and the Tu'r^l,W^W of 
of Sebastiani, neglected their r< 4 $&, and looked for daugtf 
f^|^ithe Danube, though Mr Arbutimot had already quitted 
Hmnrkisli capital, and war had been d<^r$Lhy tho J)ivan 
, (Jan, 29) against Groat Britain. On the* February, 

yb&Kfrtpti the ‘British admiral entered the' passage 

was effected with little lo«s, from th&ut^eparcd state 
•ipf ! ^|oe ; :1bat^f‘n*s..; several Turkish frigates were Wr at in the 
jpaA'df Marmora ; and the fleet anchored at Prisices* Islands, 

' J^tfcn three leagues of Seraglio Point * ' 

consternation of the Turks was extreme, as there were 
^pjtedy ten guns mounted on the seaui^d batteries ; and it was 
pfnefoased by a message from AdmirnSj^ickworth, threatening 
s id Attack the city ijjdhe deiimad|||f jflKn were acceded to 
Within twenty-four hours. The pd^lqM’OaQ ffli a fury, demanding 
the head of* Bebastiani ; but thimiergv of the French envoy was 
equ^b'tUa perilous crisk, and his pxhortatioiis rekindled . tie* 
• apmlpf.^iJivan, which at flriig|j|gd 310 thought but of submis 


the British commKi 
he whole population? 


ir wtWamused by* show of 
m Constantinople laboured 
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CoiustaJitlfit^^Alexandria and D&mkUa, 
Eosetta held out^gM a strong 

.|^U' : |lacleod, wasfsw wh35»ed at M- 

^ t^e Tnrkl^^Vr^i^ A convention was at last 
which the British 

jgi^^n *ypj- ^^ yifeitgjiandria referred to the Turks ?• and 
rad^li^wW^^nft at -the end of j&at mox^ 'r. : * 

defeateexeitod great. discQyi^l^i.p^^^ 
Great produced an impression^ 

suppoH«a^^ft^’»diiistWj that their g«niiMr^a» i lip r ^^^^ 
fer the warlike combinations requisite at the pr^ilt^eoaft^^M 
ibv pacific totelierations, w w coTUparaUv^y of Utile couaeqt ^i 
But time was 4 s*ot given for thoniarnfes&fcioh of ihesO jfeefiM| 
in the ordinary way, feoin an occurrence which brotagi^HH 
administration in collision with the religious feelinj^*f the.]^H 
This was the sootion|||2iord Hc#wick*(Marth 7) 
sion M GBth&m intol#M> anny and m*7:> [*** 

the Wreath in these wee ; but in the 
was suddenly announced <March 29) #hat the ni!l^^^^;‘W* 
dismissed, and that Loi4d||^w^sbury, the 
ani Mr JPercowal had l>w|^tugtsd with * 

now Tojjjr cabinet, inching , lioyd 
Canni?%#k fookphii^jon of this 
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that th# Kln^p^o had at firs| miau»derstood the nature and ex~ 
$$nt of the proposed bill, no soimeribeeame aware of thesepoints, 
than ho not only withdrew his sanction from the measure in 
progress, but required a pledge from the ministers that no fur- 
ther concession to the Catholics should be proposed* This pledge 
was refused as inconsistent wjlt^jihe doctrine that the King can 
do no wrong, dnd that the responsibility rests with his advisers j 
and this point, after the dismissal of the ministry, was vehemently 


debated in parliament* But the popular feeling was decidedly 
against the Whigs, who were considered to have made {< a scan- 
dalous attempt to force the King’s conscience ; ’* a disscdutf^v 
took place in April ; and on the first division in the new * 

meat, (June 26,) i\ majority appeared for the Tories of 97 
Lords, and 195 hi the Commons* 


4 

TIL Campaign of Fricdfand — Peace of TiUit. 


432. The clntnge of ministry in Britain produced an irmne- 
di^l^^Heration in her Continental policy.^ Bred iu the school of 
Pitt, Mr Canning and Lord OastlereagL had imbibed his ardent 
hostility to the French Revolution ; and ho sooner were they in 
office than they hastened to remedy the disastrous ejects of the 
ill-judged parxi mo ny of their predecessors! A treaty between 
Russia and Prussia, to which Sweden had given her adhesion, 
had been signed at Bartenstein (April 25) for the vigorous 
prosecution of the war ; and Great Britain hastened to unite 
herself to the confederacy. By a convention signed (June 17) 
at London, she agreed to provide 20,000 troops to co-operate in 
Pomerania against the fisfhk and rear of the French, and to fur- 
nish a sub&idy of a million to Prussia ; but these succours now 
eoipe t6o date. The Czar, whose exertions had been hampered 
at the outset by the impolitic denial of the aid which he had 
confidently expected, was deeply irritated against the British 
government, and loudly complained of having been - deserted 
while he vrf rHkiog his empire, for the common interests hf 
Europe, in a mortal struggle with France ; while such was the 
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destitetion Ik which tire the 

that it was not till a fortnight After peace of 
Tilsit that theo.rmameut under Lord Cathcart re#che4 the Baltic 
shorn ! * . 1 * '* ' 

433. Napoleon, at the same time, while continuing In his ad- 
dresses to4he Senate to profess his readiness foypeace^wa* un- 
ceasing in his preparations for war. The ill-timed adranoes of 
Spain towards an alliance with Prussia (p. 251) afforded Mma 
tt for extorting an auxiliary force of 1 6,000 of her be^&Oops 
the Marquis of Horn ana, who reached the Elbe in the 
gof May ; but his efforts to detach Sweeten from the coali- 
liv failed, Gustavus had indeed been compelled, (m 
0,) by the nonpayment of the British subsidies, tb conclude 
an armistice for Pomerania j but he denounced it as soon as he 
was aware of the change of policy at Ijjondon, «nd even at- 
tempted, in an interview with Marshal Bruue, who, commanded 
the corps opposed to him, to bring him over to the party of the 
Bourbons. To guard against any descent of Jth<* British, 2?&po- 
.leon had meanwhile directed the formation, df an army of re- 
serve on the Elbe; while ho ^concluded at Warsaw (May 7) 
treaties of alliance with Ihirkby and Persia, from both which 
powers, he had received magniteht embassies. Already his 
early scheme* of Oriental conquest recurred to his mind, and ho 
was negotiating with the Porte for the passage of an army across 
‘its dominion®, ^©n the seizure of Fhrga and other towns ori 
t)ie AdriSl&tooaM,* as dependencies of Venice, excited the ahum 
of the Divan; and though the act was instantly withdrawn and 
disavowed, the suspicions of the Turks could not be allayed, and 
the passage of the troops was refused. • 

434 Tho French army meanwhile, largely recruited 
gallant and enthusiastic Polos, lay in its quarters behind 
Passarge, the passes over which were carefully guarded ; wiijb 
the wants of the soldiers were amply supplild'by the agricidferad 
riches of 014 Prussia and (hr immense requisitions levied from 
tjh£ Conquered provinces in the roar. The Bu&ian% tbe bul&of 
tflme force lay in an intrenched camp round Heifsbwrg on the 
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"Alio, were far fltmn having at tfeeli^^fipdsal t 
tifc French? but the twoarraies roamed 3 

* four igtotiis? after Eylau. > Napoleon was a^|HHp^tiotldi 

of tlwmloaiaa fortresses in his rmr, (the has 

* been antid^ted on p» 2bi ;) but the siege of Dantarig, which 
■11,000 men under Marshal Kalkreuth, was m 
Ore difficult}'. Situated at the mouth' of the 

i emporium of Polish commerce is defended not 
a strong ramparts and the fort of Weichseimunde, 
^marshy nature of the surrounding country, which m 
few causeways. The first operations of the 
„ ^esi^ete’wei^ll rented against the 'Nthrung, or long tongue of 
fl which *v\ sfttUss the F r ische-bb$ from the Baltic ; and which, 
j aones of conflicts, (Ifareh 18-22,) they succeeded in clear- 
y>f t bo Prussian^ the.knd communications 

be town; wbilh'^be at* the extremity of the 
f Wrung, was carried by $tpflc jaffl^|||y.fiL) Tfie town was now 
j Vvsserl on all sid# : a gallant raise the siege, (May 

1 i,) by a Russian corps whioh hthdwd iSt Neufahrwasser at the 
month of the VisWa, a desperate conflict, by 

Oudinot and lAntt^aAi o^aWnded the besieging corps ; and 
the works of the Ha^ohsheif^fbrt, which cohered the town op the 
west, were rit Irani. by mines. The ammunition 
was now amrly exhausted ; and a 
captured in an attempt to pass the Fmni 
supply of powd«r Kalkreuthwas forced to caj5 
and this great fortress, with 000 pieces of < 
hands of the French. 

^ 43d. jag these operations, the Russian grand army had 
by several corps. Including the guards under the 
.^nlmd-duke Constantine, so that the whole, force under Benrting~ 
seh now amounted to 120,000 not more than 90,uQ0 

coflld be concentrated on tho^m^or the immedfilie shock ; 
't^ftilelhe French Emperor had^^E less than mfi 

greater host than had ever yet 
in luriape. The Russian eemnrander 



the gamsoi n 
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<m both feanfe» trf; tlie Altej withip 
fcWiwMfrtbof arrival of 


1 1 but the exposed situatkmof 
half-way between, 

tempted bim (3E|^d)tto haaard astroke for its A 
by a skilful Mat aghast the bridges of the 
pletely succeeded in surprising tbe French 
driven across that river with the loss of 2000 men* 
moved by the danger of Ms lieutenant, concentrated 
such masses that| 
snent at Heilsb 

some desperate conflicts between thaw; 
and tbe pursuing French carpfry* ^ 

436* The design of Kapoleon 
of the enemy byaifpnt 


in turn fell back to, 
they reachodjn 

mr 




\ the at 
vhile he 

50,000 men mw^ljkwx th|eg$en their 

ni cations with plan reu 

feasible by his vast . 80,000 tn«0> 

with 500 pieces of eaape^^ intrenchments, 

which were attacked by the and Legend 

(June 10) with all the chifracterS^^h^tuoslty of the French 


iissian batteries, and the obstinate 
und^ Prince GortchakofF, rendered 
h $Aps were in vain brought 
/rfghtful carnage, the Fronpfcft 
wiSh^the loss of 12,000 men, to the 
in. The march of Bavoust on his flank 
r however, to retreat out BartonsMi^ 
was executed without opposi^l on the 
The French, however folio svedjpiae upoh 
his traces; and while Murat aafid Victor pressed foiwurd pyeir 

flaw, on the road ts^K4iipM^ 
Napoleon himself was on f |g| of interposing 


soldieij/ But 
valour bf their 
all these 
up; ai 
were n 
great 
determihi 
a movemeir 
night of the 11th* 



Russian 

march of 




it own fi^tMPPd i 

column arrived on the 13th at Fd 
on the kit bank Of the Alle., 









two gtetf ■ 

by th 

treaties wen^^£^P^|fid^iatb( 
or, the 7th i Mtr. thO’SMonafbotwecn 
the 9th. Silesia,;. and the pr^J^MEoa __.... 
Elbe, were restored to the 
aeaujaitions in Poland (with {HKflEthoi 
Bialysiook, rwhieh was given toSessw, #»?« 
% ntnr 'pf the grand^uchy of Vfnmm t . 
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Saxony 5 Dantric was? tkoplmit at least in -tiara©, a frmkilsy ; 
and the Prussian provinces on the left bank of the 
erected into a new kingdom of Westphalia, for Jo 
parte, the Kn^peror’s brother* Nearly half of i 
and population were thus severed at one sweep m>ra 
but even the fortresses and territories tff which she wwvRQpr 
lially left in possession were still occup^i ^y French troops, as 
security for the payment of the war ^Mt^butions — a pretext 
which (as these enormous sums never Opu Id be fully discharged) 
was made to justify their retention up tojtfee campaign of 
Moscow ; while the establishment Si&he of West- 



phalia and Saxony, 
brought the French frj 
aver, could only sui 
the subjects thus to*h fdbjgi his see; 
which commanded the 
resignation with which he bo' 
of fortune 
440. But theseck 
when compan 
time be twee, 

T^esetwopoi 
hfflji virtually aj 
Fast, including the 
assigned to Russia— the 
in hostility against the 


•e grand inch y of '^^savi^rtually 
up to theNiemen. iSe King, how- 
rd necessity j^and he took leave of 
k> proclamation* 
ifope by the heroic 
tremendous stroke 



mon * 



5 they w cr«, were in significant 
on concluded at the same 
the Russian autocrat. 
a u v i nci ble ■when up i ted, 
between thorn. T1 k 
empire, was 


^were to join 

. Lisbon iq* 
dynasties in 
s.of the family 
gypfc ami the 

Adriatic coasts. be the share of France . ^ Roumeiia and 
Oorllikntinopie, however, Jflnp to remain sub|ect to the 
^kiltan^iieither party cotSjHH^uaded to cede to the other 
^fte possession of ^ 

f 44L But these r |^^phs had been purchased by f'r»nce ?; at a 
fearful price, in t^lhlood of her best and braves#. 4 ^ Authentic 


> three courtN of 4 
dec\wfa:*fm$. against 

Spain awl PortuAfe to he replaced .;hypri| 
«pf Napoleon ; a^nHId partition of Turk© 
|gw be the share of France. * 
however, WMfl 




w< 

i the campaign 

,notkas %h*k 480 , 000 sick, and wojmdeft?^ 

hospitals —a terrific catalogue* which ffeows that 
the Iplp conscription, amounting in all' to 
HtoEi'SfwM not raopuifeKp was required to repknish the cfeaw*% 
k0bimhi. 
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t of Napoleon, 


442. rate^baitk t ql ^f$gar, by annihilating tbs prospect of 
inradin^PHitaip* el*«ed the method, bat not the object, 
of NapoleM^ hostility. Hi® plan wasuOT^to sap the strength 
of Britain, ahli excite distress and dig^m among her popu- 


lation, by a rigid exdiwon of 
harbours of all the Continent^} 
mean time jot poseessioi 
of European unite th i 

invading army of iwH n 

on the Britis] 

MR' 

iiisdS9fusal|j|||^H Inch 

tenth ISU?™ fan* 

wbiel^ ostensiW 
Prussian 



U*i4 commerce from the 
having mthe 
all the deck 
. whe 
at once be 

,ntie works constructed at 
elf worths kingdom C and 
the negotiation^ Ch&tib 
irlin Decree, ,13*16,) 

ed in retaliation for the hloc^pifbil tha 
in feet an announeafl| jM& of the iu6w pyattypr 




of hostility thenceforth to be directed rt|$kst Britain. IT||S(| 


its x>rovision% “the British i 
blockade ; all commerce on 
and all British subjects faun* 
of Prari^aade prisonerllbtf 


■ were iit*gftr<n*»ii* a y state pf 
ation with * 

> con 


was 


.*ommg froig Cheat Brit^p or any of its4 









a momeni was lost in enforcing#^ rigor- 
r enactment* to the utmost: an army of inspectors, custom- 
house officers, Ac., overspread the countries occupied by the 
Stench ; and in North Germany particularly, the search for 
British goods became a pretext for innumerable extortions and 
abuses. So ruinous were its consequences that Louis Buonaparte, 
King of Holland, at first refused to enforce it in his dominions, 
and was only compelled to do so by the peremptory menaces of 
his brother, 

449, The first retort of Britain to the Berlin Decree, was by an 
Order in Council (Jan. 7, 1807) directin/ihe capture of all vessels 
trading between any two ports from which British ships were 
excluded, thus cutting of the neutral coasting trade in these 
cases. But a few months* experience showed the necessity of a 
more rigorous and extensive system of retaliation Second 

Order in Council appeared, (Nov. 11,) which, reciting the Berlin 
Decree as a preamble, proclaimed a blockade of France and the. 
States under her sway, as the blockade ojltho British islands had 
been published by Napoleo^lted declared ail vessels good prizes 
which should their norts, unless tfray had 

previously tod^pE^t|i^^p|Kd outj|fe, a British harbour. 
In answer to this secoM wder, Nap^S^orthwiS'-^ec. 17) 
fulminated the Milan Decree, declaring vessels which sub- 
mitted to be searched by British ^uisers, or paid any British 
imposts, to have lost' their neutral pri'vilegef JW^that all ships 
coming from, or going to; a^y harbour in €f Britain or its 
coloniesj or any country occupied b\ Britist^^roops, should be 
made prize.*’ 

; . A0* ‘Wit these prohibitke systems were soon evaded on both 
^ STot nwMj^Tnonthf jpm| |^erlin Decree, a lucrative source 
f Jv^^pened in the sale, at enormous prices, 

er the Emperbris hand for the importation of 
British goods, under an obiigatidn ^ktily eluded) of exporting 
French produce to an equal amountflfcritish mlmu%ctmres 
colonial produce were consequently ibid oh the Continent at 
exorbitant prices ; and the example thus set Wm sobn followed 
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market^ teceaof Continental cities, andi 
for conniving at their iutrodac^n— vblle the:; 
ralty court was daily condemning ship* to * ooa^i^A^^ 
Orders in Council* both governments were openly 
very decrees to which they required such implicit ebedia^lit, 
others. The sale of licences at length became a principal sanrce 
of the private revenue of the Emperor, and was carriedto «och& 
pitch that, in 1812, the vaults of the Tuileries contained ia-hard 
cash not less than four hundred millions of francs, (il6,00pti®,) 
derived almost wholly from this source* This vast sum did not 
appearin the public accounts; but from it were chiedy drived the 
means for the stand against combined Europe in 181$ and 1814, 
44IB Great and unparalleled was the joy which greeted JfapO- 
Icon on his arrival at Paris (July 27) after the peace of Tilsit** 
The great contest appeared to be over : Prussia had been crushed, 
Austria overawed, a»4 Russia, if not subdued, converted into A. 
firm ally. So unprei&ented juries of triumphs might h^SSf 
turned the heads of a less enl Mfe^ peopie ; but the addressee 
of the orators ip U^^bnateffi^^&nber of Deputies went 
beyond ewSry atlouMffknit in tliSHKvhh adulation. A great 


fote (Nov. 25) in *ho 


afaf the Grand j^npy raised these trails** 
ports to a pitch of delirium ; but Napok^| ha4 already (A^. 
15) availed himself of tbrfEurst of feelJ|^) ; eKidicate the test 
vestige of public discussion in the legislISfe, by4he final sup- 
pression of the already mutilated Tribunate* thA;fanctions ^E 
which were transferred to committees of the legislative ho^- 
The change was, however, receitecLwltb thv^‘ 
applause even by the men^mAT^Kfibuna' 
encouraged by this sues e&L more, 
establishment (Sept 27) qf a ri^^ensorship o$ 
log not only to joumrfjfeand periodicals, but^to 
W^atever^bjcct Ixqm&x at time to the end of the Empile, 
e?$y approach to frWd^us»wa on public liSaim in franco, and* 
its" 
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able to dO^miA 'till who ventured to assort in- 
of thought fete persecuted with relentless rigour by 
the^iBp^ial police. Madame do Stael, driven first from France, 
aad'^f towards from Switzerland and Vienna, found refuge 
at last only in Russia ; and her friend, the beautiful Madame 
lieoamier, shared the same fate for a visit which she paid to the 
exile. 

446. 3Jh» thirst, meanwhile, for public em ployinent — always 
great in France, from that passion for individual elevation which 
Was the secret spring of the Resolution — roso-to a perfect mania, 
and contributed greatly to the rapid progress of the system of cm* 
traiiaation. Each prefect of a department, holding all the patro- 
nage within his jurisdiction, was (as Napoleon remarked) “u littfa 
<m ptror;” but he derived all his authority from the appointment 
of the monarch, in whom was also vested the nomination of all 
civil, ecclesiastical, military, or naval functionaries of every de- 
gree. But notwithstanding all the executive vigour resulting 
from this system, no one know better than Napoleon that it was 
nofcjh# that the foundation for a parable dynasty could be laid. 
«• J^J^ecracy” said he, " is th^ily true support of a mon- 



archy; M nnd4o supply this defect was the constant efibrt of his life. 


In ptAanceof thij 
indstof hhjawM 


satio» ; :.-bnt 
favourite sebe* 

remains of ik 
limited sue m 


thi^hgne he had,: soon wer Auatorfitz, created 
rsbmmm ministers princes or dukes, by titles 
^!9pB^>ossessiou phut the formal re-establish- 
rthe Senate on llthMareh 1808, by which 
count, baron, and chevalier were 
nferred wkh great profusion; most of the new 
ent^gvedMB estates and revenues in the con- 
| this occasion in the legislative 

(in pursuance of his 
WM- amalgaiSUn, or ftmmm he called it) to 
>*d$iers of fortune and ^ao 
had re&l||ri, spot with but 
F old repuMkaltblihe 'msU* 


tatkm ©f tee&i^ was e^saa% 

but, path <rfho»ourm^ h^ipi^o^ 

and the aspiring temper of the Tiers Btat m» -fpmiJkw^ the 
ftossibiMty that every peasant’s mn might attain thesO‘f^W?^3i 
the f©M is of the old etiquette were now revived at fee Tulhff*^ 
with increased splendour and minuteness of detail ; and such 
was the state of the imperial court, that instances occurred of 
seven kings being seen waiting at one time for an audience of 
Kapolocm. 

447* The despotism of the Imperial rule, however, Was regular, 
conservative, and systematic ; and everything presented $DMjpm& 
of order and tranquillity* The stoppage of ©sternal ©ommetue 
gave avast ympetus to domestic industry and internal traffic ; 
and the manufacturers, free from all foreign eompe^e^'Wi^ 
roused into more than former activity, by the vast -pu1d|0'U9|pi^ 
ditcre, in which must be included the cuiontfous 
from half Europe, in thb shape of subsidies and contributions-^ 
aP of which were laid out for the benefit of the 
On his return from Aasterlitjh the Emperor had found th 
empty, and the bank neai^^hisoivont ; but the p 
next campaign gave him a year’s revenue in advance in the state 



coffers, besides a large rested treasu 
T^ileries. All the armies quartered 
over, were rn^lkained and paid by th 
tries occupied that, as long as the 
over foreign nations, no want of moi 
quarters. Hdnoe were derived 
the magnificent public works v 
bridges, canals, ami docky 
bl anches— and public mOn^rn< 
deeds of this brilliant p©f$J|C 
the people at krgej daaofle<r i 
yielded to theiIlnsio& that 
.ittd bapjttsed in bloody i 
unpr y 



the Jgdta of th© 
Sp^tier* mfcto* 1 
te of tie com** 
loon endured 
r et felt afrheucb 
he 



were but 
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'*^:gilding of the chains of Code made Its 

appearance, Feb. 1, 3310 ; and of the ip^|^'%hieh it enume- 
rated, no less than 220 were state offences, somf nntely subdivided 
and specified, as in effect to render amenable to punishment 
Weiy one obnoxious in the smallest degreafc government. By 
a decree of 3d Mareh in the same year, eight state prisons were 
established in France, and were soon filled with a strange and 
incongruous assemblage. Those in the north were chiefly 
ra ^eeup3ed by Bourbonists and democrats : those in tho south by 
\ involved in the fall of tho Pope : but 
( for no other reason than having acci- 
ou sy of th**$mperor or his ministers 
oleon, or bli minister of police, was a 
£ ou]y in France, but throughout Germany 
St of any individual, who was paraded 
% loaded with chains like a malefactor, and 
jrtrthe gloomy oblivion of the state prisons; r The 
be Imperial sway added fearfully to Its terrors ; 
a, Turkey, or Britain, Europe afforded no asylum 
for the victim of tyrannic persecution. A despotism was thus 
effectually, maintained, nh paralleled for rigour and severity in 
modern tmj; not a whisper of^liscontent or resistance was 
heard; anJfMl vied in adulation pfcthq^Bler who was 

visibly dmming^Hp^i's blood 

P was n^^enforcement of^jb^orm^pfen that tho 
difficulty was experienced. During tmmn years of the 
[ not less ^ than 2,300,000 conscripts weite^voted hy tho 
^ ~ ‘ bed by the nation ; and of these 2,200,000 

bed inJba|gMke of the Emperor ! Penalties of the severest 
against the refractory or deserters, 
i almost impossible : and the practical result 

ifrthe whole youth orme nation, of the reunite age, and 
capable of undergoing its fatigues, were voluntarily <f involun- 
tarto^nrolled in the profession of arms. * 

dBk'.STho system of public instruction Was to 

fayf^r the sfime tendency. Incept the 'eedesmi^tt : | 0 lHi^nnly 








FRBNCH «W»LL a. ft, 1, 

were imposed on the grand-duchy of' Warsaw (July 
J&yand the Kingdom of Westphalia, (Bee. $&) By the ;fomer, 
the d»ml crown was declared hereditary, in the house of Saxony, 
’Um^O^d-dyke being invested with the whole executive ; while 
* shadow of representation appeared in a senate of oighteen, 
and a chamber of deputies of one hundred members, without 
power of open discussion. The W estphalian constitution was also 
wholly on the French model, consisting of a king, state-council, 
and silent legislature ; all excl usivo pri vileges were abolished, and 
trial by jury introduced : the contingent of the kingdom, as part 
of the Confederation of the Rhine, was fixed at 20,000 soldiers. 

452. The Hanse Towns and Rhenish statesj, meanwhile, found 
themselves grievously disappointed in their hope that the 
would deliver them from the scourge of warlike arms 
military contributions. Duntzic, which was to have been ) 
city, WBS occupied by a French garrison under Rapp ; but ii \w 
on the people of Prussia that the hand of conquest fell heaviest. 
Hard as were the ostensible conditions of the treaty of Tilsit, 
they were greatly aggravated in the course of the exaction. 
Besides the war contribution of £24*000,000, fresh claims, to the 
amount of $5,000,000, were bought forward after the peace by 

lgy j the prm- 
payments ; 
and main- 
, by a sup- 

u$p|Mlpep on foot naSFb than 42,000 
atal System, and to declare war against 
ppcaranee the pow# oWRjtustia was 
completely 4^WKJ^3T'< but thaspirlt of the King and the nation 
w»j9 Unbroken.; anfd though flMdeuberg was driven from office 
byfche jealousy of Napoleon, he found a worthy successor in Baron 
Stein, who how became minister of the interior. llw^mbrable 
reforms which he introduced may be. coi^hfered 
OhaHa of the peasants and burghers, on whom he 
thought of holding land ; and though seed* 

<#& the requisition #f France, haMionti 


Baru, the JMjjjfth receiver-general for Non 
cipal fortrwpplwere retained in 
while 150,000 men were qmg&*red on tl 
tainod at its expepso. Tl^JP^was fi 
plethentary coni 
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. gency, At the end of J uly, 27 shifts of the Hue, carrying 20,000 
troops, part of the force originally destined for the Elbe, sailed 
|for Denmark, and were joined by 10,OQOgp>re under Lord Oath- 
fart, who had been acting withfibe fihjKft'iii Pomerania. The 
whole force appeared off Oopenhagim wthe 4th of August, and 
immediately stationed a squadron in the Great Belt to cut off 
the communication between the i^de of Zealand and the shores 


Jutland. To the terms offered* 
f disclaiming all idea of 
fle&t in deposit till the Conch 
refusal was returned by the 
were landed the same day, 
soon completed- 
routed at Kioge by a' 
name, 

in high command in EuropA-'-Mt 



he British commanders — 
r capture, demanded the 
peace — a positive 
(Aug. 10 :) the troops 
tent of tbr capital was 
a, hastijy- atsombled, was 
ir A|fhii®ftdlesley, whose 
arfare, limn first appeared 
Defies were wholly un- 
y s* bombardment of 


prepared for resistance ; and after a 

Copenhagen, fetich great damage done to the city, their 
stubborn valour was compelled to give way, (Sept. 0,) and a 
capitulation was signed. The British tpok possession of the 
citadel and arsenals till the fleet couln lagged and equipped j 
and at the beginning of October returned toJgntain, bringing 
with them their magnificent prig?* cousistiq^nP 1 & hips of the 



line and 15frigaS^ 

455. A gq 
against 

attacked in pjplia&ent - 
no circumstances could _ 
derm#additioii&l weight 


small 1 

5 bujit fort^ throughout Europe 
an# it was vehemently 
national iniquity, which 
fy # $tf liate. These accusations 
rom the pertinacious refusal of the 


mhsisterq to produce the secret articles of Tibrit/of which they 
\ themselves to be i% possession — a refusal dictated by an 


honourable regard 3 
agenc^ tho informs 


time to serious doubll^ 


<rtl*e safetjiyf those persons through whose 
mgrfctained, but whic^jpd qt the 


|ifch* articles 


M.* 








, aaa»** ' we n*ljaaigtej 

tfpon, , ,’ Serif i» Aagait, *6hbw was madebF*l“®» 
her mediation -to Or^&itain for-the conclusion 4 
peace ; bat as Mr ^nwiU, as a pledge of 
d the Czar, hftek'^Hp IjjfMptra of the' secret 
git, the proposal fell^ the ground. While matter* 
this statc.-the Copenhagen expedition took place, -when, uT 
swer to the reclamations 
Leveson Gower, justified 
of tbeartwlesia^hestl 
still continued to h 
leon{who had beetf 
the atrokj 
ander o$ 

engaged Mtaafpri'i! 
lity were once more 
Great Britain early, 

456. Immediately aftegdhe <h|partnru of the- 


. T -w^ Thamtic 

had concluded (Oct. Ifif an alliance, offensire and defensive, 
with France, and Swodcuwas now summoned by Russia to join 
the Continental Lcagi|jEfc-'iBut the King, faithful to his engage- 
ments, ’resolutely refsied submission ; on which war was de- 
clared against- hini early in 1608, and an overwhelming force 
poured into ^Hand, the schH^s off^i'ch byBnssia bad been 


the British ambassador, 1 
sure by#owmghis koosrl 
etof^ Petersburg, how#$r, * 
pressing demands of Hapo~ 
ek by the promptitude of 
the Emperor A3ox> 
bo had personally 
#med Keutra- 
na^iras declared against 


agreed on atllls^t Nap 
fulfilling hkmp^f^nU 1 
tion with Russia, and an j 
(Aug 1307.) But as the traena^ 
was constantly delayed, the ! 


a show of 
!his media- 
included, 
Ifallachia 

lly Umm 


m 

IdavlaH 


they were dehffted by Fiance, and prepared^ wtttow 
467. In the autumn, .Napoleon set out foi|ltalyi wh« 
tant political changeswere to he mode. T-he hurt, vest; • 




title of 




all tho o»*tem jtxtmus&Mat th* 




<m of fluking 

triflUingcoi^^ 

^^o'potut of taWjpg place in- the Peninsula* As tUm 

ilgpieir nature aifd their ultimate results, t&e 
ilpost important and eventful ^^^^koie.rerolutionary period,, 
the elju^tion. 0 / 3tlie oircun^Hp%d»ng to thm most be 
* sep«iftte •sectioiS^^K: ' „ 
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450. No sooner had Napoleon returned to Paris tk$u Ms xniml 
reverted to bis $mgm on tbs Peifemla. ThofsisBiarsofPo^iigal 
bad., indeed, been planned as fbr back as 180#J%W on *$ytmy 
of the Gironde, ,r cambering 30,000 me% ;waa * assembled at 
Bayonne under Juuot ; but this threatened invifcion bad been 
postponed by the Prussian ♦war. At the samotim% 4be cabinet 


prjss Puerto Rico to Great Britain, *m| 


r s v t E*; 
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FtattMvad Spain, fer of Portugal 1.. According to 

'this scheme, the northemi ^^ uft».ern provinces ef that king- 
dom were to he occupied gttfeyMsh troops, wplei'fc French 
*rmy of 28,000 ken mm«lW^P|ngh Spain du*|A-oiS Lisbon ; 
and is order to pwvsut^hc escape of the PortgdHkeet, a Rus- 


sian squadron of 


ht ; ea& under Adms T^n 

yg£^% danfl,l 3B| 

jp^bon, were toxmzmmm 
Mitf^heaces *fcc northern dii 


1 mt> a Bus- 
peered at 
jfeus. The 
r bands of 
M were to 


e<^pd|^^|ppyiPl^Hteria for theterion qf bis dominions 

wefca^to be erected into a 
already, at* tbo treaty of B&ki, 
re<a®& tlio fllm&lfale of Prince^ the Peace $ and Napoleon 
<l guaranteed to his Callkdp MajijJSy all his estates in Europe 
? south of the Pyrenees.’* " . „•,>%„ '» 

f *£<51. The||i3i<jaity obvious on the /ace of this treaty was [fjjk, 
tnore detestable from the double perfidy meditated at the sanrff 


time by Napoleon against both Godoy and tlio Spanish court, and 
which was so little disguised, that Juno t from the ,&H received 
orders to administer Pofttag^ ^(g^r4n the Empeteris name. 
His orders w^ to Portugal, and alliance to 

the Prince?Begent : butroeSwHw to press on, so as to secure 
the fleet and ibrtresses the British could reach 

therm In p^riiagtt|^^E^>p9rfl^ous policy, the French 
advanced by and by bathroads, 

with such haste k tm^^^ll^jitt|f06ed chiefly of raw con- 
scripts, became whollS^ B|B ^K4 fmi had any resistance been 
offered, thMppilst havjfp^ destroyed. Hurrying on like a 
baud of^r Dbo^&bsiftin^hften bn nothing but chestnuts, and 
luring several hundred men May in wines and torrents, 
the leading bands of thllPdisordoM #r«qr approached Lisbon 
4#, the end of November. c"‘' 

462. Th^s Portuguese capital, defta|d<§t by strong forts garrisoned 
by 14,000, man, and with a British squadron under Sirfidney 
Smith in the Tagus, might have opposed aglorioas resistance. 
But the cabinet still coniixiiflt irresolute, till an ominous lino in 
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463fjmiet iixnzi«diateV t^k i£|||ftffy possdWSS of tbcilapMil 
jftnd surrounding provinces; while Evas, Oporto, &fef,*were ©cen-P 
£|j$ed by the Spaniards. The fate of the country 
^petise. On the 13 th Berber the 
i*very wherfr taken down, and replaced by the tricolor 
forced the merchants, a&dih* 


the name of 


eted the 
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(tended bf m 
. but in 

me *Y 


uond made bte 
exulting crowd «f 
J’jfite of the obsequious .^4terf 
pemblane© of recognising feim m kiu^Wkik 
queen, encouraged hr the presence of tta Freneb,.. , ^W^^#^' 
tested against the abdication as involuntary and 
miUtpgj posts were occupied by French troops ; and ItiUb 
JwpW&wl tbnt^KapoIeon iri person had resolved onNWtag 
%$*nj&^rdeir to settle by JWs powerful intervention* the affairs 
d 
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468; No sooner, in feet, had Napoleon received the account of the 
events at Aranjuez than his resolution was taken. On the fol- 
lowing day (March %$) ho offered the Spanish Crown to his 
brother Louis ; and .though it was instantly refused by that 
prince, the detfe ^gtn ent of the Spanish Boutons was irrevo- 
cably determiuod^BK. Savary, the unscrupulous agent of the 
Emperor’s wojlj^eaf, was forthwith sent to M adridr-H>stensibly 
to compliment Ferdinand on his accession, but ht reality to 
entrap him, by any means, into the power of the Emperor. 
Alternately cjyoldd and intimidated, Ferdinand at length (April 
10) set fro^Mddrid to meet Napoleon • but not finding him 
at Burgos, as ho expected, ho was drawn on step by step — in spite 
of the remonstrances of the more sagacious of his counsellors, 
and the loud murmurs of the people in tho districts through 
whfehho passed— till, o*jj bent hist eros^dthe frontier, 

and, froceeding to Bayo^n^Ompittcd himseipflhe honour 
of t^Jjjeneh Emperor. On the same evoni|%^ter dining with 
NapdRfen, he was followed to his hotel by iitvili^'and informed 
that he must instantly resign the throne in favour of a prince of 
the Napoleon dynasty, 

469. While this act of unparalleled perfidy was in progress 
Murat, at Madrid, had gained possession of the person of (rodoy, 
who was immediately sent under escort to Bayonne ; and the old 
King and Queen, acting jmder the insidious am ice of the Frouch 
cliief to lay their grie^^|j|BeferevNapoleon, soon after »el out 
for tho same place, w MBB ty a^pyed m thi 30th April. But 
notwithstanding th^BKeto 'success which bad hitherto 
attended his uiachiaatioW, Napoleon distinctly foresaw' the 
disastrous results which might spring .from a national revolt; 
and his instructions to Murat w*>re precise, to avoid everything 
wh|eh might rouse into action the dormant energy of the Spanish 
eha&cter. But the military rudeness of Murat was ill adapted 
for this delicate task , and his precipitation arid arrogance has- 
tened the catastrophe which the Emperor was anxious fq^avoiA 
Sanguinary tumults had already occurred at Burgos, Tolland 
elsewhere, between the French soldiers and the inhabitants ;,and 




thewmoval of the of the royal ftmilyfifem Madrid 

fJfdyS!) at length brought matters to a’etfcte; immense 
eTOw4, Which hart asserabled'befrre the palaeeto Opp«e their 
departure, ^rM^Ueperoed by discharges of grape. Bverywhere 
the people Sow to arms ; several French detachments Vew’Wfy^' 
rounded andetft off; and it was not till aits furious eoflfiet, 
in which Upwards of throe hundred fell on either bide; that 
traMaiUtt^Vas restored. Had this beenUdl, neither -party ««» 
liaro been severely blamed for what was clearly an unpro- 
meditated collision ; hut a darker tragedy stasia preparation. 
Numbers of Spaniards were seized by order ^9£u«j^_ cm the 
charge of having been concerned in the tumult, dragged before a 
military commUsiou, and forthwith shot in cold blood, without 
being allowed the consolations of religion. This atm*^--.- 
massacrftj^i’iaf ' impolitic and unjustifiable, at once kj|p«a 
deadly national resentment : the tidings flew,B(jW|ra- t 

fire from ifecHo district; and within a few dayiMpdfrl 
i nsurrectioU’^aiftst the invaders had brokenout throug|'fcuR. 

470. Tlie views of Napoleon, meanwhile, met with an UJto*- 
peeted obstacle in tho firmness of Ferdinand, who persisted in 
refusing to yield his rights, with a pertinacity which Napoleon had 
not calculated upon in a Bourbon. No man knew better the value 
of at least a show of legal right to win the moral cousent of 
nations ; butthe arrival of Charles IV, and the Queen at Bayonne 
soon relieved him from this embarrassment The weak old King, 
completely deceived by. Napoleon’ia^arcnt kindness, at once 
lent himself to his projects,. declsJpa.e Araojues abdication 
compulsory and null, and demanded from Ferdinand and his 
brother tho resignation of their claims, under pain of being 
proceeded against as traitors. After scenes of scandalous W*ri-‘ 
mutation, In which the violence of the Queen exceeded all 
bounds of decorum, a conditional renunciation, subject te itbe 
approbation of tho Cortes, was at length (May 1) extorted. But 
Ferdbjpad still refusedAn absolute resignation, and even author- 
. ’ irocka^fpret deputation which readied him from the pKWkuonal 
" goyetuttlent of MadrU^to exercise tho functions of, sovereignty 
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«s %mf as ho continued deprived of his liberty. The tidings 
of the bloody commotion at Madrid, however* exhausted Napo- 
loon’s forbearance ; and Ferdinand, informed that he must choose 
between submission and death, at length (May 10) signed the 
act of abdication, confirming a deed by which 14s father had 
previously (May 5) resigned for himself and his descendants the 
crown of Spain mid the Indies, Pensions and estates were 
assigned royal captives except the Queen of Etruria, 

who was left wholly unprovided for ; and they were soon after 
removed toFaiqn^ay, a seat of Talleyrand’s, in the heart of France, 
where they cp^haued during the remainder of the war. 

471. The other arrangements were soon made. The throne, 

refused by Louis, was conferred on Joseph, the King of Naples, 
Whose kingdom was thus left vacant for Murat ; the authorities 
at Madrid, exhorted to submission by proclamations, from both 
Ohay^||ih4 Ferdinand, were won over without much difficulty 
by IfeTeats and promises ; and an assembly of a hundred 

and Notables was convoked at Bayonne, to afford 

the colour of popular sanction to the change of dynasty. Joseph, 
who had no choice but to obey, quitted with regret the peaceful 
shores of his Italian realm, and, arriving at Bayonne on 0th June, 
was the same day proclaimed King of Spain and the Indies. 

472. In the annals of the world there is not to be found a more 

atrocious system of perfidy, fraud, and dissimulation, than that 
by which Napoleon won the Peninsular kingdoms. After draw- 
ing off the flower of the Spanish troops into Germany, he entered 
into an agreement with Alexander for the seizure of both theso 
monarchies, purchasing his consent by the abandonment oi his 
own Turkish ally. lie next concluded a tMate^ith Spain for 
the partition of Portugal, which was cast ttf-^B^teindsi immedi- 
ately after the occupation of that country ; meanwhile the fron- 
tier fortresses of Spain were seized in a moment of profound 
peace, the capital occupied by French troops,, and the royal 
Mmily, by the mingled influence •►tenor #nd*hope, inve|fh*d 
to Bayonne, only to hear thek semenie of dethronethent ‘pro- 
nounced by their ally ! . ' \ t k ^ 
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473. from tko^ariiost times, themiliiary elmrac%^ rf 

warfare of the Spaniards has been marked byp©di&?w 

isthss. Inferior to fcisay other nations in fomnear # withstand 
the first shock, they are superior to all in the %uie3tnes» 
which they rally, and their invincible tenacity under defeat and 
disaster. When their armies are routed and their plains overran, 
the numerous mountain-chains intersecting the country afford a 
refuge for their broken bands j the cities though 

insulated defence ; and from the wreck of allofganised rods* 
lance emerges the formidable guerilla warfare. The geographical 
features of the country have Jpd a principal sham hi producing 
this ©fleck The whole surface may be considered as e^^nthig 
a vast mountainous promontory, with plains of admillj^forti.. 
lity stretching to the sea on the east and west : . wk ato^ra fha 
interior is found an assemblage of lofty ridgosaad i 
plains, in the centre of which, 1800 feet abow^tholevd of the 
sea, stands the city of Madrid. The groat rivers eonsc^actttly 
ran to the east md west by long courses, fed by tributary streams 
flowing down ravines often of surprising 4%th. The roads are 
often mere mountain paths, and little rommupcation is kept up 
betw een the towns y while the cities numerous not 

opulent— the largest, ue&t to the e^^^not containing mom 
than eighty thousand inhabitants. 

474. Thus intersected in every quarter 4^ lnirg mck y ridges, 

forming a barrier, frifoost as complete Alps or 

between province, it may readily be imagined 

what extraoidS™^; advantage the Peninsula pre^nts^folifeh* 
lated and defcnJfee warfare ; and the character of the jjopulatioi* 
is marked |y a similar tendency. The %pse of 

;fidlod to amalgamateihe va#fi unit# 

*4he locals ntAtides of the 

'didnot 
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in another ; and the provinces, when severed from each other, 
were always ready to maintain an independent- 4|Mp«’ The 
almost universal corruption and degeneracy of had 

not infected the . peasantry, who were everywhere an athletic, 
abstemious, enduring race, calculated to become the basis of an 
admirable army. Untainted by revolutionary passions, and 
warmly attacked to their clergy, whoso spiritual ascendency was 
strengthened by the beneficence and charity with, which they 
administered the vast estates of the church, the rural population 
everywhere flow to arms at the voice of their pastors, while the 
citizens were ipfiamM to equal zeal from opposite motives. The 
dissolution o$* government had thrown political power into the 
hands of the juntas of the cities ; revolutionary energies were 
called into activity by the very necessity which had everywhere 
^Wown the people on their own resources ; and thus the two 
|^ 08 t powerful and usually antagonist motives which can agitate 
mankind — religious enthusiasm and democratic ambition— wore 
brought for a time into cordial union by the pressure of common 
danger. 

„ 47$, Such was thefccountry destined to become the great battle- 
field^ between Franco and Britain. The balance of force, in 
appearance at least, preponderated enormously in favour of Napo- 
jfeon, who had at his disposal 600,000 French soldiers — including 
70,000 horse— and at 4 50,000 from the subject states ; and 

the quality of this vast “force was even'moreformidaMe than its 
„ ftftuAa Strong in the experience of fifteen years of warfare, 
ible mthe remembrance of a hundred triumphs, they were 
preceded by a prestige Of victory, subduing the minds of men into 
that belief of thoir invincibility which was the surest means of 
realising it j and their actual efficiency was not inferior to their 
renown; The system of promotion by merit, and the certainty of 
advance in rank which tWcoti^pciftidn of life in bat% afforded to 
j^,ip)Sfivor%-set once military spirit, and insured 

advantage fr$$d valour, and skill in thoifficers 

^afijrades, on whom tbe«fi^ctiveness of mi army In we> field 
must at all times principaBy^pend. Yet the British army was 







fc i * V » is! 5 f. T vi #,‘- mi-.' -'- lf K.i 4 4 J K^i n '■ • : ? V A v< 


of this force was n 
in ftp. defence of tho colo^> hut 100,00a men, including^OOO ' 
cavnij^were still diaf&^ie 5 and the vast improvements* of 
the fiidce of York, in dfeiplitte and had tended 

^reatj|: to foster that wdaunted moral remlution which im in 
all ages formed the gmt characteristic of British soldiers, * The 
nmm&titog mmfaim of their own superiority in actual combat 
never forsook them ; and though in service is light troops, cheer- 
fulness under fatigue, and practical ingenuity, the French for a 
long time had the advantage, th<* British from the first totfedf 
the palm when it came to the contact of the hostile linear fkmj^ 
cavaby, though irresistible in a single charge, watscarcely emSf 
to the French for the protracted fatigues of .a campaign 
their artillery was second to none in the world ; and i#«teadd£| 
ness in action, and the terrible vehemence of their cbargl ;t wi)tjfe| 
the bayonet, ^British infantry was unquegionably the Ih| 
Europe. In enq important point the British mnny d®»ed 
totally from the Fcencli— the oMcers, take^ ^atirely from the 
higher .classes, were separated from the private soldiers by tiff 
almost impassable line ; and tho myar| corporal piioiahmenhr 
by which discipline was enforced, pee&b 

my from tbe raak of satiety whence thW , 
exclusively drawn. But the British eoldii^ w«d;?iipor „fe4$ 
clothed, lodged, «pd paid, than any otlmrin Euro §r$ and the 
spfcem of pensions, frying a^nhng to length or amoant of 
service, secured for the veteran, the maimed^ or the wounded, an 
adequate maintenance for the rest of Kk life. ^ , 

, 470. JSfor wag the ^tinal r kiequaUty, so great in Qig! ' 
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jliDf while there 50,000 British solars in the 

Peninsula, and for thg^t three jmars hot more than half that 
number. Still the aralptf& which this force formed the nucleus, 
with Portuguese levies of equal amount, ^>ciplined by British 
officers, soon became extremely formidab^Pand its central posi- 
tion in Portugal gave it great advantages over the enemy in 
receiving supplies by am; so that, whenever "Wellington hazarded 
a battle, the numbers never differed so greatly as might have 
been expected from the discrepancy in the sum-total. The mili- 
tary force of Spain was far from formidable, either in numbers 
or composition ; at (ho outbreak there were not 70,000 troops 
in the country, and the officer, chiefly taken from the lower 
ranks of gentry, were extremely deficient both in military 
knowledge and spirit. The Portuguese army was at first in 
apren a more disorganised state than that of its neighbour ; but 
the ordenansta^ or local militia, afforded a good basis, and the Por- 
tuguese troops, when recast by the skill, and led by the courage 
of British officers, wore not long in forming excellent soldiers. 

477, In the original disposition of his troops, Napoleon aimed 
principally at overawing the capital, round which 50,000 men 
were concentrated- Bessi5res had 23,000 around Burgos and 
Vitoria, and 15,000 were under Duhesme in Catalonia* Such 
was their situation when the insurrection broke out, in all 
the prorates, with as muck vigour and unanimity as if an 
olectrie^^k had pervaded the population. Separate and inde* 
pendcht Juntas sprang up in each province ; and, before the 
middle 150,000 men in arms were ready to support the 

regular^ army, tn the north, the movement was unattended 
by any violent ebnl^tions of popular fury ; but in the south, 
twffiere the fiery Irtish blood predominated, it was far other- 
wise, Niunb0j0;|iS i e fijsesacred as partisans of the French : the 
governors mi Cadiz and Badges were torn to pieces by the 
mob $ ^nd at Valensia still ttxj$ki frightful atrocities yrer§ com- 
mittefe.An ecclesiastic, nbmed Balthazar Cal,vo, heading tM 
'Jop^^imtigated thiHlaaghter (Juno 5) of three hundred 
French residents ; but the reign of terror was ere long 
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dren took partln xL* mortal struggle ; and* remforceiseijt &$Mm& 
mm bftvifif ftt l^et *|>{>wed, the enemy retreated on tbeitbo^ftit , 
of thelSth, abandoning alt tb^r heavy camion and siege atores. . 

4$L The movemei at of Moncey from Madrid on Valencia had 
not been more successful. . Though he routed with loss a motley 
force which opposed him (June 24) at the rocky ridgo of the 
Cabrillas, on the western boundary of the province, he found 


the Vatondams, who were conscious that their recent enormities 
left them no hope of mercy, prepared to defend themsel veswith 
the courage of despair. After losing 2000 men in a fruitless 
attempt (June 28) to storm the hastHy-constructed defences in 
front of the city, he was compelled to retreat towards Madrid, 
where Savary (who had succeeded Murat as lieutenant of the 
Emperor) was collecting ail his troops to repel the advance' of 
Cuesta and Blake from Galicia, which threatened to intercept 
the communication between Bayonne and the capital. The dis- 
positions of Savary, however, were so vacillating and perplexed, 
that before any reinforcements reached Bessi&res, that marshal 


had gained a great victory, with only 15,000 no^^ver 20,000 
Spaniards at Rio-Seco, in the plains of Leon, (July l^p^bnt«rary 
to the advice of his colleague, Guesfca had dctemhM to risk his 
army, half of which consisted of new levies, in a gea&bd action : 
his dispositions were as faulty as his rashness was ill adyised ; 
and the battle, though for some tim^^Tfe|vf3iy contested by th&j 
regular regiments, ended in t#tai.«a#i.t^^ee thousand wm 
on the field ; 2000 prisoners and IS ; and the 
confidence of tlm Spanish wa^ leempletoly broken, 

tfapoloojjpow deeming the ^ip^quittej Bayonnefor Paris; 
while Joseph pursued his journey in security to Madrid, which 


while t|e French Emperor and hits brother were 
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rtbef^pb^es, ft blew hi*$ > Aodaluilp, 

jfffrom one end f he other. Dupont, 

&f high military repiitati^ from Toledo 

lie en^of after some partial encounters 

its, reached Cordova, ( J[une 8.) Though scarce any 
| the city w^ipvea up, during several 
of war ;-‘^0b^e and slaughter were 
even thf venerable cathedral, once the mosque of the 
t caliphs, was stripped of Its wealth and ornaments ; 
Li ..JLnyiT^ 1 himself and his officers were foremost in the 
§pPPa nder. But during his halt at Cordova, the insurgents 
Sjjhd hemmed him in in such numbers that he gave up all further 
tti jmme into Andalusia as hopeless, afid, commencing his retreat, 
reached Andujar i n three days. Here, encumbered by 
fhfr« aaber of his sick, he remained inactive for three weeks, 
awaiting reinforcements ; while Castanos, at the head of 22,000 
regulars, and 30.000 armed peasants, was taking measures for 
enveloping him, and forcing him to surrender. The divisions 
of Vedei and Gobert at last reached Baylen, on their way to join 
him,; hut Cohort was routed an& killed (July 16) by Reding y 
a bi‘d%|r of the intropid Swiss patriot; and Dupont, who 
hod imp^dpt&iy separated his own corps from that ofVedel, 
was |fi^|^|'^July 10) by superior numbers under the same 
general in front of Baylen. The French, encumbered with 
innumerable waggons conveying the booty of Cordova, were 
thrown .into disorder; two Swiss regiments * abandoned the 
French standards, and joined their conn try mcii in the hostile 
pataka; and the appearance of Castanos in the rear completed 
t&e confusion. Deeming extrication hopeless, Dupont proposed 
an armistice, in which the division of Vedel was also included ; 
and after a fruitless attempt to procure favourable terms of 
capitulation, the whole force, to the number of 20,000, laid down 
their arms, and became prUonal of war, on conditiurlof being 
sent to Franco. > 4 , ‘ > 

483, Language can scarcely convey an adequate idea of the im- 
pression which this event produced in Europe- Since the opening 





called forth thedlteigfSI ; ?fcthe higher orders, in 
the»T*$d 'tWwisdc&J-ttiid piSkienee of the y 
ml the head of which whfefl |aavedra, late minister 
gave that body a Htt^jgrlaeit pre-esi^^e. 

June they issued an el<Sjhdfti manifesto*mnlly dee 
against France $ and ^>n ' the 14th, the first i&gort^at 
struck, by the bombardment and'eaptifrbufthe Frdheb ; 
under 'Admiral Kosilly, lying in the harbour of Cadik 
478+ In the north the revolt had broken out with equal dhthif 
siasm ; and an extraordinary sensation was produced in Bri|gfc§ 
by the arrival of deputies from the junta of Oviedo, 

The Spanish troops at Oporto were recalled to the 
owh country, and speedily arrived in Galicia; while Hjekpolmc, 
fully impressed with the danger of the contest, poured reinforce* 
meats into Spain with all possible expedition. The $ivil changes 
in progress at Bayonne were at the same time actively pursued. 
The assembled notables, and the late counsellors of Ferdinand, 
vied with each other in adulation of the new mpn^ol; ; qpl’tho 
constitution, framed by JXajioleou, was unanimously 
the 15th J une. The legislature was to consist of a pt 80 

members, named by tho King ; and a Cortes of 1 8^4mPp»i tig 
25 lay and m many ecclesiastical peers, and 132 deputies --partly 
elected by the provinces and municipalities, and partly selected 
hy the King from lists presented to hi ml On the 9th of duly, 
King Joseph set out for Madrid, which he reached on the 20th $ 
and his choice of his ministers, who were chiefly those of Ferdfer 
nand, throws a deep shade * of doubt over their fidelity to their 
former unfortunate master* 

<479, Future ages will find it difficult to credit the m^p^asm 
with which the tidings of the Spanish revolt were r^^ivbd in 
Britain* All classes joined in exultation : the aristocrats party 
that riie wavse of revolution had at last broken on a 
^»8^*hoi^"j white dire lovers of freedom hailed it as the first 
$ml ©ffin&eithe people in the war. It was from the Opposition 


' i Vi*tS’Sr SIEGE Of SfABAGOSSA. ‘ ' a. 188ft. 

JwttdtM that ltie first p^gfewnhiry notiee of. theso Munjttlftg 
events proceeded, when TBf Sberi||| (Juno IS) wl%feedto a 
splendid speech the generous patriotism of the Spanlai^h^4 
m the government to engage deeply and earn^ljr A iho 
wi url Animatel^ysueh powerful support from an unexpected 
quarter, the |0^WBhU made most liberal provishwiffcr ihe 
pros^5uti0i|-;'|I^^^^Mk^envoys were sent to all the provincial 
juntas, amount, in arms, money, and 
stores, The war-charges for the year (inclu- 

ding a subsidyWjl, 100,000 to Sweden) reached the prodigious 
sum of £48,300,000 : the total expenditure was £84,797,000, and 
the total income £86,780,000, including a loan of £12,000,000 — 
but the unexpected expenses in Spain gave rise, besides this, to a 
liberal issue of exchequer bills, which fell heavily on future years. 

480. The first military operations of importance were those of 
Besskres in Biscay and t)ld Castile, where, by sending forth 
columns in all directions, from Burgos as a centre, he succeeded 
(June 6-12) in crushing the revolt through all the level country 
in the upper valley of the Douro. Lefebvre, with 5000 foot 
and 800 horse, had been directed against Saragossa ; and after 
thrice routing (June 12, 13, 14) the Aragonese levies under 
the gallant Pakfox, he appeared on the 15th before that heroic 
city.* Saragossa, standing in a plain and surrounded only 
by a low brick w all, can scarcely be said to be fortified ; * but 
the valour of the inhabitants ” (as Oolmenar prophetically said, 
a centurjt;|>cfore) u supplies the want of ramparts.” Repulsed 
in twosue^^ive attacks, Lefebvro left the prosecution of the 
riege Id general Verdier, who succeeded (June 27) in carrying 
the Torrero, a height commanding the town, whence he kept up a 
vigorous bombardment ; but neither this, nor repeated assaults 
p pn shook the firmness of the citizens, and Verdier 

^lound^t^fteslary to commence approaches in fown. Pakfox, 
who^kp'y limed from the walls in the .hope of effecting a 
diversion, re-entered the city, (July %) having been* again 
defeated; the slender defences' were ruined by the freftch 
breaching batteries ; and on the 2d August the assault was given* 
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career i^^fr^dbtJ^^liad^©eiri 
0^0 uabrokeusut!|i|ffi % bwnRwr a digester, each as they* 

^|Hi^;itfait»iaed emee Ha battle of Pavia* had overtaken 
^ Fume wnd inooneei statements even oasafg^^d 

of regular troop i j| i| M p body irhcai 
oppfySd^io patriotic and popular dehidoa 

through which oceans of blood wort^HMH^^Ha 7 %^ixL 
Still the hurst of triumph in the ^rst^H^^HnPrliligimis 
effect in determining many of the graHfe|PfflP^pikr mde; 
while the intrn&i#^i»g m&Jxte adherents, struck with conster- 
nation, evacuated Madrid (July 30) and Mired to Stage*, 1 where 
he established his headquarters. The effect produced by the 
news on Napoleon showed how fully he was aware of its itn- 
portance. Never since Trafalgar had he been so overwhelmed ; 
and Dupont and his officers, on their return to France, were 
imprisoned many years without trial or investigation. Bat 
with respect to the private soldiers, the convention of Bayteu 
was violated in a, maimer disgraceful to the victors. Many 
were massacred in the first fury of triumph ; the remainder, 
to the number of 18,000, were confined by order of the junta, in 
spite of the remonstrances of Castanos, in the hulks at Cadiz, 


whence few ever revisited their native country* ;) 

484. In Catalonia, meanwhile, success had been more AockereeL 
Two columns had been detached by Duhesme front AtiMoua 
eady in -June — one of 4500 men, under Chahiam^»ge,inst 
Tortola and Tarragona 5 the 'other, of 3500 under to 

co-operate with Lefebvre Wore Saragossa. But W 

tocsin was mug in all the hflktf and Schwarts, .thou^4& forced 
the celebrated puss of Bruch, was ultimately obliged (Junod) 
to retreat with loss 5 and Ohabran, who had alrei^y;fi^n|iled 
Tan^im, was recalled on the pews of to checM ’jtoed- hy 
these advantages, theCktalaus rdse in arras ennwrn* 

Mut^f 4VP8 filled (d$jne $0) in a co^tis-main whlilt h||it- 

texupted^^nat 6md|f ; and the whole plain 

up to th^yralk of Barc^ona, was filled with the aimed pmmxttef. 



who wore reinforced «$%#ond of Jfa Jy by WOO regular troops 
from the Balearic Isle*, la alimaa! riege of Gerona (July 24, 
'Aug. 16) undertake \J? the express enters of JSapofeto., Duhesme 
was again repulsed With" the loss of 2000 men eAd all his 


artillery ; 
restricted to 
of. Costaags 
<Ang, 
abandon 
be finally 


the French possessions in Catalonia eontinued 
and the citadel of Figuefiis. Tkk fimy 
Madrid in triumph from Andalusia, 
is in general, vith joy, 

to the illusion th« 



485. We must now return to the 
The Bp attMi tr oops in Lisbon 
the fii 
had, as a: 




its invaders. 

in Portugal, 
•y Jniiotat 

of the outbreak in "Spain \ but those at Ojfcqyio 
noticed, escaped into Galicia, and the insurrection 


of Portugal itself was not long delayed. The students ofCoimbra 
were among the first to take up arms; and a supreme junta was 
forme# (June 9) at Oporto, under the direction of the bishop, 
who |^an the first signalised himself by patriotic zeal. In the 
northern provinces, the insurgent peasants were successful in 
repulsing the detachments sent against them ; but Loison, with 
7000 foot and 1200 horse, indicted a signal defeat at Bvora (July 
29) on the patriots of the Alentejo. This victory was su Hied by the 
most savage cruelty : ^^inhabitants of the town, armed and un- 
armed, wove indiscriminately slaughtered ; and Loison was con- 
tinuing his blood-stained progresstuwards Elvas. when he received 
the news that a Br itisli army had appeared off thecoastof Portugal. 

British government having determined to send out 
milkary aid to the Peninsula, intrusted the command, 
jti the first instance, to Sir Arthur .Wellesley, already gloriously 
known, by his Indian achievements, as the victor of Assaye, 
and more recently by the easier overthrow of the Danish militia ; 
and $0,000 men were place# itoder his order^«who had been 
assembled at Cork by the Ut$ ministry for an exjK*d|t|m to 
Sc$th America. Sir John Moore, tb^inSweden 
meni was also recalled % the same purpose,'ii^',t^'f ' 
dl^dons set sail IromBamsgate and Margate ^ 



V ,M .. 

■Os®^ y . «, 

troop^-ao^ M#d 

lt«^ 4l ^B«by : ^ e^Sfo in the 

tmdon the mmnifc| of the otlrfee advance 

Though ; *yni 1600 Portogu<»e; trdep8* under General 

Pro ire, the ' peasantry everywhere welcomed 

feejur aillee.nMSBBifeaa^ and 'the first encounter took place 

on^ ,; 17thl'»B^^ho^with aW^.^OOOuw^^d^ taken 

post on an "ei^^n^latean m £tm$6i the f 

attempted to hold ‘fee B'ri|ife : ih;etefc ^ 

hm t^n^mnu i Hi ferhtf&Ma 

theJOth regiment, whose colonel, Lake, was killed while timer? 
iug them on % and fee french, finding their fi^hkhfei^^.'diiw , 
ofipin good order, having lost 600 men and 3 guns ; the JlVifeflf 
loss was about 660. JunOt, meanwhile, advancing fw^Safeoni 
joined Laborde at Torres-Vedras, but tlxeir whole , dtSfMSSatde 
force was otily 14$D6 ken ; while Wellesley, reinforced by fee 
arrival of Acklattd*s and Anstruther’s brigades, had 16,000, hut 
scarcely any cavalry. » Bis original plan had been to outflank the 
French, and cut off thdr retreat to Lisbon ; but this movement 
was forbidden as hardens by Sir Harry Bunrard, bismperior 
in command, who was now off fee coast ; and Junot, con- 
tinuing his advance, came in front of the British atTifheira, 
<Aug. 20) ' * • * ‘ r f ’ ; • * ' ' * 

468- Early in the morning of the 21st, the attack was com- 
menced on fee British centre by a column of 6000 then under 
Laborde ; but.no sooner bad they feaehed fee summit of fee hill 
than the British artillery and shrapnel-shells — then first used-— 

. spread havoc through their ranHand a charge wife the bayonet, 
by t^e fiOth completed their repulse. A second attempt waa not 
; nlori Imccessful ; and fee French right, under Boljgna^ alter a 
|se|^‘emitest with Fs^uson’s brigade, was at last 4 driven head- . 
tob| down the steep m so tremendous a rush wife fetfbayenet * 



JU ». 



whole frwt 

retrieve the day with mh| tfeeijeMrre i 

Kellennao, thfpghnt fl ^jlli^p^^O Beaftd. -alee iiahlB*t«d 

griamer*andthe 
iumpb, when they; swim 
Sir Horry Barrard. SHiis 
French on this reformed their broken ranks, and Ml back towards^ 
the north-east, having lost 2000 killed and wounded, 13 gass, 
and 400 prisoners. 'Chair line of retreat left open the road from 


JS>ir A, W'e}Ies!ey instantly proposed 
advance on • the capital, which 
ot» retreat into , Spain, 
ang f6r%ir Hairy Bumtrd, 
% and the French, to.the in- 
to regain, by a dany 


- Torres-Vedraa toLisb 
to <WJow;-pp ; the j 
wctitebave' ' ,!l 
Bot tb»j 
v* satitiops ve 
* T Suite etflgrin of Sir. 
circuit, the important defile. 
ever^tSrJIwty was in his turn superseded by the arrival «£ Sir 
Hew^hdrymple— so that witb& thirty houw there had been 
threeaneepssive commanders-in-chief !— -and an advance on ^for- 
ros-Vedras was at length resolved on, when, on the 23d, Keller- 
Joan arrived at the outposts with a proposal from Junot, fpg, a, 
suspensfonofarms. , *■ , r ' « * 4^y l 

dB&ftwas, in truth, almost equailyto for Pftito 
ma*gitei4o attempt ip artist the great st^ciority of fom which 
the arrival of Sir John Moore would soo» give the already vic- 
torious British, or to retreat, through {^difficult country and 
asperated population, into Bpain, A convention was accordingly 
concluded at Giatra (Aug. ,23) fo^ the evacuation of Portugal, by 
which thoPrench arriiy were to be sent back to Prance by sea, 
heir artillery, arms, and baggage ;• while tim?Bussian fleet 
> f agus, by virtue of A senate convention, WM# be Carried 
ritain. Borne delay occurred in the con- 

vention, from the difficulty experienced m ooinpellii^)tbe|?i^J|Ch 
to disgorge tlm ill-gotten treasure which ^boy'haA tfetnijlife by 
iheplunder of 'the. country* Sfany disgraceful” fa|4ito«» 





«f war'te Spithead, gave 
--ntfongfe #d fee «»*«y *• ' -f, 

instituted, which -acquitted «f ' 

without altering the pnblie dinsenteBt A more 
mw^ exeept ^at against^r^Wibert CaWei^ w« „ _ 
srt.up ; aim* fee’ cenwntien not onhyjf onee bbab 
g*Vbut, % wearing an admirableworiified base... 
operations, od fee edge of ttjc.sea wid.tbe fiank of thePeifewi^ar 
^*jnS-''*W, ia fact, fee fonndatioa„«»n which the wbote^pisn 
'<a|pNN^Mof fee British anas were' roared. * Its importaww was-. 

sendintrfeeir cenerateto one” ' s ■>’ '•' w*%» 'V M ‘ 


491. TK&eonnnwd ©C the troops, on the d|||!^fcrie of ’fee three 
generals to attend fee inquiry, devolved eitt Sir John Moore, 
who had landed wife his corps at Xisbon ; white 10,000 more 
troops, uijdw (Sir Xtevid Bated, were expected at«Connsa, to 
descend ferengh Galicia, and co-operate in the adramig^e 
. SfMitel^hops, 60OQ efcrong, who Sad been -liberated htflWp^ 
Wm Be^hipped aSd sent by sea/fe Catalonia; and** 
. haAaf-,h% fbundto owrvey tattd&geneeefthe ewnth.fe the 
Peii&t.^^e,efc» of Romany fete serving NapaJOen In 
Jn^i^^:ghteteriart of this gallant body, to fee iwfefeer of 


1 3J0 INTERVIEW BETWEEN ALEXANDER 

• 9600, effected thefar ••;«4|pe from among tie Fra n tb^ tfmfs'% mi 
tto conyeye^tfs* •Jfii'tish vessels to the eoasi^^plidc^ . The 
central govem^^p^f Spain, after much discord an# discussion, 
bad meanwhile Boon vested in a supreme junt^f .thirtf'five 
deputies fiAgthe different provinces, wbo\|{p^| ; Amnjucz, 
(Sept ^i^K^his body, though it comprl«#iiioust Florida- 
Blanca, Joramnos* and other eminent naen and Illustrious 
patriots, was composed, for the most part, of individuals un- 
known to public life, and raised to power solely by the pressure 
of the times i lienee its proceeding# presented an almost unvaried 
scene of, cupidity, vanity, and imbecility, in which corruption 
pervaded every department — the magnificent supplies sent from 
Britain were wasted or embezzled, and nothing was foreseen or 
provided either for the armies or tip state. 

49& Mbe disasters in Spain made the deepest impression on the 
far-s^ing mind of Napoleon. The belief in his invincibility had 
BeOn df^^oyod, an&||i# effects were already beginning to appear. 
By*«* of Oth June, Austria had directed the formation of a 
kmdpfbr or local mi!$t%which would afford a reserve of 300,000 
men to the regular troops, and her explanations, when pressed 
by Napoleon, were l*r from s&kfactory. To meet these dangers, 
a fresh conscription w«a ordered, of 160,000 men, half from tho«o 
who attained thu military age in 1806, 1807, 1808, ISO!), and 
half from those of 1810—so far had the demands of the Emperor 
adr&tdy exceeded jtyf ihei ea*e of the human race * — and a Sub- 
sidiary treaty 'wa^ concluded (Sept 8) with Prussia, which 
released a considerable part of the force occupying that country. 
Bui Napo^K|fas well aware that the alliance with Russia wm 
his true beyond the Rhine, and a fresh interview' was 

arranged between the two potentates for the settlement of the 
Continent,, 

493. Erfarth was selected astboplaceof meeting; and here Napo- 
leon arftved, (Sept. 27,) Alexander liaving reached Weimar the 
evening before. The two emperors met amid the roar of ^aunday 
theihouts of multitude, «tnd the cheers of tea thousand sddiers, 
and embraced with the strongest *&arksof maiuat ’ The 
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fer ^onteert <ja j^^ ^^^ao°n8 were ’ 

an& of administratiim^^ 

wlt^t fadi> ofb^ and the evenings were 

the:ifcWt^^ cortege of n^rehaii| generate, and 

diplom^^^^^^vianee on the .two soveredll'witli' the 
crowd' of',jn®p^ ! ^ho watched with ohse<piioiti^Eentioa the 
nod of Napolmi, presented such a spectacle of power and magni- 
ficence jU* the world had negar , yot, amid this parade 

of friendship, the keen sphctators detected symp- 

toms of decline from the Wpaaey df ^TIMty^bi' ““apgearanee, 
however, their cordiality continue#! unab&ted ; anoint proposition 
for peace was addressed to the British cabinet, ted, in i apparent 
concession to the entreaties of Alexander, a considerable redac- 
tion was made in the burdens imposed on Prussia, w^eCjfe#; : 4lie 
French troops (except tho garrisons of 8 tett^- Atid 

Glogati) were ere long transferred to the 

gave his sanction to the changes in ' 




of Murat to the throne of Naples, and ptpn^pwN^,hi 
leon in case of a war with Austria; whftc Nkp^im 


the schemes of Russian aggrandisement at the expanse of Sweden 
and Turkey. But one irrecoti^iW© p$li!!& of difference" (fcs E. 
afterwards transpired) was Corstontiiiople : Napoleon could not 1 
bring himself to yield this matchless prize to his northern rival, 
and this secret discord was not without its results. A^te^gtlf 
(Oct. 14) the conference broke up, and the£ f^o 
never to meet again. t \ * ' ? - *f 

494 . Thus secured, as ho conceived, on the sHtojrf feori&any, 
Napoleon, with his wonted vigour, forthwith to crush 

the Spaniards before the British could obtain a wMjhg ip tho 
“Peninsula ; and accordingly set out for Bayonne at the end of 
October. Such vast reinforcements had b«en pourut into Spain 


that, after deducting the garrisons and those in Catalonia, not loss 
thah^l80,000 men remained disposable for service on the Ebro ; 
whiBjto oppose tbiihmmense force, the Spaniards had 1%000 
in Ai^ip^dot P^fox, 30,000 Galicians uniSer BlakeAt Key- 


nosa, and 28,<p> under OmMu^tl:^ ©entrant all 78,OQ0, 
butwkh only* 2000 Ti^^Ahmxj^m 

were indeed a^gbaebuit^lSut J^poleois^^p^rmined to deal 
with the Spamkrita before they could comewp, lost no time in 
commencing active operations Friar to his arrival, the French 
had ovacuafo^ Tudela and Burgos, and had been driven from 
Bilbao. (Sept* $8) by Blake ; but the latter town was retaken by 
Lefebvre, (Oefc. 31,) who also obtained a partial advantage over 
Blake at Tornosa. Bn|,j^ Napoleon arrived at 

Vitoria than he Victor and Lefebvre, 

against Blah©, who had The Spaniards 

numbered only ^5,000, includin^fc br*ve corps of Romana, yet 
they held their ground during the first day, (Nov. 10 ;) but tho 
neatt mwung their fiank was turned by Victor, and a total rout 
\Roj*jpa, with 10,000 men, made his way into &©bh ; 
the rexh^d^|#Ompt^>g a stand (Nov. 13) at Reynosa, were so 
utteriy had already (Nov. |0) inflicted 

a dimstrfciio v d^l^hfllu|goe m the Estremadurans under Bel- 
mfere, that " ill| 4sijfe^lty rallied a few thousand half- 
naked the Asturian mountains. The 

head^Q&rt^ established at Burgos, whence 

tfft directions by the' light troops, 

^ho ^anpteted the dtoemon df^the routed enemy. 

/ Qastjsnosaml B£m®& had now effected a junction at Tudaia, 

^Oro: th# uBiUri fon^ amounted to 89,000 foot, 4000 horse, 
Jpt> '4fr‘gS|a^; generals, however, could concur in 
#ny* plan of disputes were brought to a close by 
tho j (Nov. 22) at the head of 35,000 men. 

The long scattered $rray of the Spaniards was pierced through 
the centre by the impetuous assault of tho French ; but the 
■Spanish guards knd the victors of Baylen, on the left, routed 
the troop# Opposed to them, and, when at last overborne by the 
accumulation of enemies, fell back in tolerable order by C&la- 
tayud to Madrid. But the army was completely dissevered ; tho 
bright under JMafox, to the number of 15,000, had" been dri ven 
baeMa dim r4^<to. Saragossa, ami the road to W °F n 





mm m&efr Juan Bofishila 

guards spurring the gimp ascent, in the! 




the!r|pins. Ito central junta fied precipitately 
and, on the morning of the 2d December, the French advanced 
guards appeared on the hei^ihl north of Madrid. 4 Y ; f \ 
400. An indignant re|0S^||^*^roed from -the city to* the 
summons to sumnde^^^m^^lWd' riamtf tumaWanC; 
disorder ensued. Twenty thb^fiM armed men, without disci- 
pli m or organisation, paraded -Ipi streets with fdjrtou0»eapio!|;flie 
bell# of all the churches and convents rang without ^0^0^^ 
rieades Were- erected, and everything seemed 1 
desperate defence. But on the morning of the 
the Retiro, Which completely command tho city, 
the French ; and the auttrovittavta^ 
to propose terms of surrender. Sup&tWj^^ 
with great harshness, particularij^J^^ 

Moria, lat# governor of Cudiz/Wltt^^O'- «rt|» 

Um of Baylen ; but mbiiiMottW^ 

4uH, on the 4th, Madrid was again^eupwsf by £mt& 
The" most emct discipline was observe^nd ere Tong tie city 
resumed the appearance of tranquillity ; ; While rmihcrOU^d^m^ 
tations waited on Joseph to renew tMbgru^^ 
ment and fidelity. * ' ; , J ■ f 

407. Napoleon himself establl^^^^fiMqtii^rs' a# Cfita* 
martin, four miles from the city, whof^pd'i^ied dWjraeifer the 
aboHtfoa of the Inquisition, the suppression if the greater part 
of tba invents, of the feudal rights, <fec* Bevere measure#’ werb 
Greeted against all who had joined the patriots, after having 
«^9hnr aRigtance to Joseph ; and five corps, under i\$ many mar* 
to cohapllb the reduction of the province But * 
thlipWtts Jpfranetku^anemy, whom the Emperor had overlooked, 
or sftl4iwt;j|*mtly narrated : this was the British, army under^ 
Mv J $$m4 doore, w^f had long hem tactom^(^^ * 
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^ ^ fro® fh^ «ad iontradicfcory information winch 

®» repeatot. wsuraneos which he received that 
^ defended to the last extremity, at length deter- 
Mm to advance on the enemy’s lino of communication ; 
and moving, accordingly, by Toro and Benavente, be effected his 
junction with 8ir David Baird (Bee. 20) at Moyorga. On the 
^ renc ^ cavalry were defeated in a britiiant 
6ki W li ** S* 1 * 8 #® 1 * by the 10th and 15th light dragoons 
under Lord Paget ; and seriously alarmed, called 

fohfo detachments from Tesist the threatened 

4S^ But no sooner had the advance of Moore become known 
at Madrid, than the Emperor, instantly approbating its impor- 
tane%xent orders for suspending all the opera tions in the south ; 
and, /putting himself (Dec. 21) at the head of 50,000 of his best 
troops, including the guards and Key’s corps, marched to throw 
himself on the dine of the British retreat, while Boult attacked 

* e ™t it0nt M%Z ere covs " med in "ossing the gorges 

0 ^ in the midst of a hurricane of 

wind and *»» pressed with inde&tigable 

had interposed himself between 
the British and the Poifnguose frontier. Had he succeeded in 
reaching BenaTente b^e them, and thus cutting them off also 
froruJSalicia, their situation must have been hopeless ; but the 
British general had early become aware of his danger— the 
retreat was already ^pmenced, and tho bridge of Castrogonmio, 
over the swollen the Esla, destroyed. The French were 

thus^etamed for during which {Dec. 28) the cavalry 
of thte Jtpperial Gdttrd were gallantly routed at the fords of the 
river %y the British dragoons, and .their commander, Lefebvro 
Desnouettes, made prisoner. 


499. On the 30th, however, the French effected the passage, and 
on January 1, 1809, all their columns wire concentrated at Aater- 
ga, having in ten-days marched two hundred miies from Madrid, 
across snowy ranges and swollen rivers, in the dopih of wint& 
—W exertion almost unparalleled in modern times. But lntelli- 





geneebore reached Kapoteon* which left ^ «ta fais mind 
of the hostile designs of Austria ; and, Instau MyJB i^liig^’tho 
British to h|s lieutenants, he returned to Valladol^f troi t^pice 
hastened 'with extraordinary rapidity by Burgos and Baydtafce 
to Paris, which he reached on the 23d. The pursuit, however, 
was kept up with unabated vigour, and tile condition df the 
British became daily more deplorable. Though the rcajMMrd' 
continued with unabated resolution to repel the enemjT^rho 
were worsted (Jan. 5) in a sharp skirmish At Villa-Franca, the 
rest of the line presented a frightful scone of misery, drunken- 
ness, and disorder, which all the exertions of the general fail* 
to. restrain. At Lugo, where they halted two days, (Jan. 6-$,) 
Sir John Moore offered battle, but the combat was declined by 
Soult ; and on, the 11th, after a forced night-march, the disor- 
ganised columns of the British entered Tormina, where the trans- 
ports from Vigo arrived on the 14th. 

500. For two days the Fieuch suffered the embarkatiou.to pro- 
ceed unmolested, but on the 16th their columns, 20,000 strong^ 
were seen advancing to the attack ; and the British, now reduced , 
to 14,000, were quickly arrayed to opphse them, Tho impetuosity 
of their onset at first dro\e the British from the village of 
Bhdna, in front of the centre ; but the 50th and 42d quickly 
retook it at the point of tho bayonet, and followed up their 
advantage so far, that they were in turn assailed and broken by 
fresh French regiment 1 . But Moore, instantly bringing up a 
battalion of the Guards, again repelled the French with great 
slaughter ; and when nightfall separated the combatants, the 
victory of the British was decisive along the whole line. But 
in the moment of triumph Sir John Moore had been mortally 
wounded by a cannon^hot. : he expired the same night, and 
whs laid, wrapped in his cloak, in a hasty grave on the ramparts 
of Corunna, where a monument was afterwards erected by the 
generosity of Marshal Key. In the course of the night, and 
stiy^dtug day the embarkation was completed ; when the 
Sphferds, who had bravely manned the walls to protect the 
retreat of their allies, surrendered the town to Soult, who a few 
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,d&y» after occupied Ferrol, with its stores, and Sevan sail of the 
lh«*Mhe harbour. , - 

V. Fresh War with Austria — Battles of Landshut and EchmuhL 

3$j^5ince the unsuccessful struggl*’ of 1805, tho Austrian ca- 
binet had observed a rigid and cautiousnoutrsklity, which not even 
ith disasters of the French in the Polish campaign could temp* 
them todjofringe : but this irttervajphad not been idly spent. 

and t ^ le war department was silently but 

in^RlPilrly engaged iu reph|p«hi ng$he arsenals and mnga- 
Mum, remounting the cavalfyj' «c. ; tvMle the infantry, under 
|j®S : zealous direction of the Archduke Charles, was remodelled 
on the French plan of corps and division*, tho efficiency of 
which bad been so amply demonstrated in tl*p campaigns of 
Napoleon. A decree was further issued (Juno fi| J 808) for the 
formation of a landmhr or national militia, the force of which, 
at first fixed at 200,000, was soon raided to 300,000, for the 
hereditary dominions alone: while the Hungarian diet, in 
addition to large supplies # recruits for the regular army,, 
sanctioned the calling out the insurrection (or kv£e. en masse) 
of #0,000 men. ’ Those armaments drew forth urgent remon- 
strances (August) from Napoleon, who dearly perceived their 
coincidence with the occurrences in Spain ; but the address of 
Meitermch, then ambassador at Paris, and the assurances of 
amity of which Baron Vincent was- made t blearer to Krfurth 
in October apparently lulled his suspicious. But decisive intel- 
ligence at length (Jap. i, 1809) jr< ached him, as already men- 
tioued, at Astorga, which, coupled with the speech of the King 
of Great Britain on the previous 16th of December, left no doubt 
of the hostile intentions of Austria ; and the Emperor, after a 
long conference with Maret at Valladolid, sent orders to tho 
Khunitth princes to prepare for war, and returned with all haste 

*502L The measures of Austria, meanwhile, notwithstanding 
" her warlike preparations, were by no means finally decided* All 
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hwe&ofte the co-opemtiou of Russia or ItaltabAA' 

failed; sueeesivof the British bj£|jK&A.j 


hopes wf their -eftejftiog any permanent diversion: i ikf 
the finances were still in a deplorable state of dilapidation. 
Iven the Archduke Charley taught by past 
W&th4he peace party; but the majority of the Sobk^psaded 
by the prime mmister Count Station, and .suj^rteo^p the 
universal entlutmasm of the peopk, were eager for war. 
Tyrolese* it' i^as Mibw^ were ready at the Erst si gml to dy 4l 

arms against the hated yoke of Bavaria ; and a,j 

vesceuee, hiimod by th^aeca^gmlEcations of the WMPfeikd,, 
prevailed throughout 0 the An 
The French force in Cermmiy, moreover* had been 
draughts for Spain, from I6@|j000 m0» to half that numb 
besides lol^OOO soldffera of the Rhenish confederation ; while thel 
Austrian regulars now amounted to 300,000 foot and &O;OO0 
horse, besides 200,000 landwohr aud^the Hungarian insurrection. 
War, therefore, was resolved on: It^yrhs determined to assume 
the offensive, by invading at once Fmne&aia, Lombardy, Tyrol* 
and the grand-duchy of War^tw, in all winch districts they 
h$& numerous and active partisans. On the 8th April, the 
frontiers were crossed on all points ; the Archduke Charles, with 
120,000 men, prepared to advance into Bavaria ; the Archduke 
Jo^n had 47,000 in Italy ; Okas tellur led 12,000 into the Tyrol ; 
and the Archduke Foi ; dinag|t mth^OOO foot and 5000 horse*, 
moved omtMa^e of d^iiicia!|^QSt Poland. , 

. 503*. B certainly been taken in Seme laeslUre at 
unawares b^&OCS^aainen cement of hostilities : but the sreatlercd 
divisions of the French had been foraape time in the couife of 
concentration ; the Imperial Guard* u&der Bessi&res, had metv 
summoned in all lis^/rom Spain > mi Berthier was despatched' 
early in April to take the command till the arrival of the Bin* 
puros. His instructions wore - pj^mw-to concentrate 'Jpttmy 
$ofn*d Lonauwerth or Raiisboti, according to circumst^^w^ .but; 
%'Was utterly bewilder^ by the magnitude of his and 

his di vision in jfoi mvl&% M absurd a 
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'%$' COMBATS AT LANDSHUT 

< bis movements were ascribed by more than one oi the marshals 
(though without cause) to treachery. .Nothing but the extreme 
slowness of the Austrian advance saved the French army from 
ruin. Munich was occupied by Jellachieh, the King of Bavaria 
flying to Stuttgard ; and when Napoleon arrived at Donau worthy 
on the morning of 17th April, he found the Archduke with 
100,000 men interposed between Davoust and Massena — the for- 
mer of whom was at Ratisbou with 00,000, whilethe latter had 
remained, by Berthier’s orders, at AugsBurg, : thirty-five leagues 
to the south-west ; and Oudinot and the Bavarians alone lay at 
Ingolstadt to oppose the Austrian advance. Dissembling his 
anxiety, however, he issued instant and pressing orders to the 
two marshals to effect a junction at' all hazards ; and addressed 
an energetic proclamation to his troops, reproaching the Austrians 
with commencing hostilities without cause, and promising them 
^Hj^^glories in their overthrow. 

wUp'But these movements, notwithstanding all thezcaj of the 
marshals, could not be performed with the requisite celerity ; 
and had not the Archduke, dividing his army, marched with the 
greatest part against Ratisbon, Davoust must have been crushed. 
They passed; however, within a short distance, without the bulk 
of the forces meeting : though a severe action took place (April 
19) between Davoust and the covering corps of Jtohenzollern, 
who attempted at Thaun, though without success, to arrest the 
march of the French thr|%h ^^M^Fortsaal. 

Napoleon’s plamgps now to senaraiethe Sand ^ Ad fil nnder tho 
Archdtike /ron^|dlacluch and Bllifr, and drive me 

narrow s|>ace fornald by tho bend of tlx^ ; 
and, reassured by the junction of Davoust with the Bavarians 
under Lofebvre, he commenced the offensive by advancing his 
right against Landshut, On tho 20th, accordingly, the corps of 
Hiller and the Archduke Louis were vigorously attacked on all 
points, and a running fight, rather than a regular battle, ensued, 
in which the Austrians, though not completely routed in any 
quarter, ffi&l generally the disadvantage. Following up his" suc- 
cess, tire Emperor again assailed Hiller on the following day, at 
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his marshals* 
a policy ai 
utmost tl 
505. Da 



the passage of #»1*ridgesat Landshut overfke Iser $ the Aus- 
trian covering 4frttfky were broken by the in^ladsity of the 
French horse, and Hitler, whose rear was at the same time men- 
aced by Masseua, drew off towards the Inn, havttf lost nearly 
-6000 men, 85 guns, and avast quantity of baggage''^ ! 'ainmiitii“ 
tion. In all thf|i^ii^ounters, Napoleon, leaving the French t| 
j person the troops of the OonfederaiSoii^ 
and prudent, which kindled to the 
tm his behalf, 

) mean time, had been unable to prevent 
the Archduke Charles from occupying Ratisbon, (April 80,) and 
making prisoners the single French regiment left as its garrison : 
but the movements of the Archduke and Napoleon now evidently 
indicated the approach of a general engagement. Jfhe former 
had concentrated 80,000 men between Abcnsberg and Batifiboii : 
but half this number were thrown forward, under Kel^Mn |2 
and Lichtenstein, on the great road to Neustadt, in oril H9pli 
menace the French left and rear, — so that Napoleon, on the '88d,| 
was able to bring 75,000 men against the remaining 40,000 undet ■ 
jtosenberg and HohenzoHern. who lay behind the Labor, on the' 
villages of Echtndftl and Laichling. The objoet of Napoleon was 
to c^t off the Austrian s„fro«f the Inn, and their communications 
with Vienna, and throw them back on Ratisbon ; and at mid- 
day the battle Rchmuhl <$rnmefi $gd. Lannes, with an over- 

Austrian left; an<% 
if Advantage, octrifiolyl flank jjjpck the village 
J the centra wtil^ i»d hitlie^^^ulaed^ill the 
^he^th^abfeergers in front Dafoust, on^thojptber 
side, bad made himself master of Laichling ; End theJS^jM|ttke,^ 
perceiving a retreat necessary, prepared to fel^back^ 
bon. The heroic gallantry of the Austrian ^who 

covered this perilous movement, withstood till aftdrar%htfall the 
of the whole French cavalry ; the Imperialists reached the 
lube in safety, and passed the stream during the ijigfei, over 
bridge of Bari#on^ and a hastily-eofcstrucied pontoon bridge. 
Tfeir loSb Jn the biitie had been 5000 killed And wounded, aa^ 
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besides 12 standards and 16 ptattiB ofcsmnon: the 
IgP'olis' .about 6000 mm ^ '*** 

was assaulted at nam. IS# next day ; and Napo- 
4eem4^^iin his surety, approachei^e dcew %*t a musket- 
'Ocraeternation iuetotly %«esd through the 
ranks ~~ the soldiers. in spite of the^^eWfid^s $re of the 
Austrian^ cto^diiig-from all quality remit their Wbved 
chief ; but ft was soon ascertained 

contusion, and the assault was fury. 

Lauries, with his own hand, at 

Babodoy^rc, reserved for a melancholy fate in future times, was 
Hie "first who mounted the wall-^and the -place was speedily 
tamed. On the following day, a grand review was Ijeld under 
the walls j^honoura and bounties were showered m those who 
had distinguished themselves ; and the troops df the Ocmfedera- 
thin, to whom such a scene was perfectly hew, were delighted 
beyond measure by the ample participation to which they wore 
admitted. 

”507. The advantages gained wore in truth very groat The 
errors of Berthia* had been repaired — the Austrian forces, every- 
^wfere driven l>a$twitk loss, their corps sept^^from each other, 
Mild the road to Vienna laid open to the conqueror. But though 
these splendid triumphs attended the arms of Napoleon where he 
attended in A| mn^ tho^lfa t was far different in other quarters. 
Miller, wttHLt to ^ Hpi l he Inn had been followed up by the 
^Hfc ri^jjpSnbg that Napoleon had ‘diverged in 
turned on his pursuers, (Apiil24,) 
% signal defeat ; and a still more serious disaster 
B^uharnftis in I taly. II i s army, which was ehiefiy 
was utterly routed by the Archduke John 
( the Tugliamento and Adige, with 
the loss of 4000 killed and wounded, 4000 prisoner and 15 guns ; 


but the further fruits of this brilliant victory were lost to the 
Austrians, from the progress of events in Germany, wbieft* ren- 
dered necessary the assembly all thei^amies fo? the defence 
of Yieirna, i ^ v* * w r, <\ 
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VI. Cbpim^ of%mm — Battfe of 



: 508* Immediately after the battle of EehmuhJk *J 
solved on striking* Mow at thehearkof the Austrian ] 
they could rmm&fgp. i^r' projects, issued orders in all < 
lor an udtaace^ii WhMlh^ Davoust% corps alone wag-- left it 
Ilatisbon tlwpS^feduke,; and by daybreak m fte 

2dth, fell march for the Inn, Hiller and 

the Ar&duke wth $<%(HX) men, were all that intervened 
on the direct route j and though the Tyrol wag in Mi "Insurrec- 
tion on one flank, and the Archduke Charles, with 75,000 men, 
lay in the Bohemian mountains on the other, it was . not the 
character of Napoleon to be deterred by such obstacles. The 
Guard, 550,000 strong, arrived ^ou the 20th fronstBpaHi, and the 
onward march was pressed with ceaseless vigbttt. The advance 
was retarded for two days by the breaking of the bridges of the , 
BaJza ; but at the wooden bridge of Ebersberg, over the Wide an# * 
impetuous torrent of the Traun, a desperate conflict took ptep 
(May 5) between Hiller, who had deteriniuj$$fco defend 
important |k>st, and the French vanguard 
by General Cohort*, (a descendant of the illustrious engineer^ 


the French rushed to the attack 
derived from their late triumph# 
divided the stream were carried? 
the lofcg hridgaover the main chrren 
of carnage ensued, exceeding oven tl 
Loefl. After repeated assaults, the bridge wa 
and the castle of Ebersberg carried by le ^taiid f 
Austrians still hold their ground on the 
their flank menaced. by troops which had crossed higher nj^4bey 


the exulting audacity 
M^dmds which 
re^m#ha,head of 

passHg^l 



d*ew off in the night to Finns. In this ferritic conftat <5000 
ftB o$k each side ; and Napoleon testified his displeasure at this 
useless slaughter, wfcdeh a flai^ mov^nent might have rendered 
unnaoessaiy. 

5^* T|^ ’Severe 
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at the Fretfeh *, and he shortly pnmmce 

of orders which reached him, eroded % the left bank of the 
Danube. The French now i4doub}ed their ferity, and en the 
10th of May, exactly a month since the Austrians had crossed 
Ae Inn, fieiir eagles appeared before YiennaT’ The Austrian 
mp Ipti, however, well provided with arfiljpry, and garrisoned 
with 4000 regulars and 6000 hndwefe^ i^&fained on defence j 
hut the bridges of the Danube M^xds^e^ : ^me4 > and on the 
12th a vigorous bombardment was the same 

ground held by the Turks 120 y^ars before. "The city wa^oon 
on fire in i^veral places ; but the direction of the mortarS was 
changed by order of Napoleon, on learning that a princess of 
the Imperial house lay ill, and incapable of removal, in the 
palace Itoaediately opposite his batteries— this was the Arch- 
duchess Maria Jiouisa, the future Bmpress of France! Tho 
A rein 


lan, however, who commanded in the city, 
bocomi^Sware that his position was untenable, withdrew with 
his troops ; the authorities lost no time in capitulating ; and at 
noon on the 13th, the French a second time entered Vienna. 

610. The Ar riijd iike Charles, meanwhile, had set out from 
Bohemia to covSKhe capital ; but his march was pursued with 
a tardiness only to be explained .by the error into which he fell, 
of mistaking Davoust’s fprcqlW* the whole French army, and thus 
conceiving that Hille^|cWHd>e adequate to check the movement 
of any detached corps*|wV ie]gna. But for this fatal imscdncep- 
t ealf^ Sdw^eaclied' the capital Wore it snrren- 
is van only arrived at the northern extremity of 
the evening of tho 16th, when the e^etny were 
ossession, On the following day he effected his 
ctkm with Biller, and stood prepared to oppose, with his 
whole feype, the passage of the river by the French. 


tion, he 




dfcrchduke John, meanwhile, having been peremptorily 
► the defence of the Hereditary States, had begtm a 
retreat from the Adige (May 1) towards Friuli, folloWedM some 
distance by Eugene. His orders were to maintain himself ft* 
Styriil, €arinthia^ and the Tyrol, and thenee to operate against 
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IAtttz, op tb^Jine of the enemy’s communications j iat he> 
unfortunately deviated in all points from thesejudicioua instruct 
lions. On the 8th of May he gave battle to the French on the 
banks of the Piave ; but the spirits of Eugene’s army were now 
powerfully elevated by the news of the French triumphs in 
Germany — the fords of the river were forced, and the Austrians 
defeated, with the loss of 6000 men and 15 guns. After this 
reverse he fell back, first to V illacb, and afterwards into Hungary, 
leaving the |£yrol and the Carinthian fortresses to their fate* 
The French, crossing the Austrian frontier on the 14th, succes- 
sively reduced, after a heroic resistance in each case, the moun- 
tain forts of Malborghetto, Col di Tarwis, Predie!, Ac, ; while 
their right wing, under,, Macdonald, occupied Trieste^ 20,) 
and took Laybach ort the $SdC;^S&^--lPouting the troopi^mMI 
for its defence* J ell^chich*s dMajfon, which had moved towards 
Salzburg to co-operaft^pr itih the Archduke John, was routed, and 
almost annihilated, (May 24,) in the valley of the;|p||t^ and 
on the 28th, Eugene’s array, amid shouts of joy, joihedlfapoleon 
before Vienna. 

512. The eyes of all Europe were now fixed on the approaching 
struggle on the Danube, defeat in which to SihSP party seemed 
fraught with irreparable ruin* since the Austrians had no other 
army to fall back upoir, and a disastrous retreat to the Rhine 
would be the inevitable fate of the French* Well aware of the 
crisis, the Emperor was indefatigablollf! his efforts to, station 
his troops so as to cover his rear a^^proteet liis communica- 
tions, before he attempted to cross the Danube,, 
winch spreads near the city in to a .wide expanse, emb^clng 
several islands in its course. The first attempt Was ma# pS» 
13) at Npssdorf, immediately above Vienna; but it was frnstrat|« 
by the vigilance of Hiller, and 600 men, who had an 

island, were made prisoners. The point next seleo^^was the 
large island of Lobau, opposite Ebersdorf, the AuStrla^^osts on 
which were surprised (May 19) by Massena’s corps ; and a 
pontoon bridge was Completed the next day from the island to 
the opposite shore |f the Marchfield. The passa ge instantly 
* ' x 



I#' BATTLE OF ASPERN. a. d. 1809. 

commenced, and, by noon on the 21st, 40,000 men were assembled 
is battle array on the north side. 

513. The Archduke Charles, relying on the expected co-opera* 
tion of his brother, had directed Kollo wrath, with 25,000 mm, tc 
attack the bridge of Lintz, (May 19,) held by the Wurtembergers 
Jfcut the. arrival of Bernadette with .'10,000 Saxons defeated th^ 
enterprise : and the Archduke, who lay with the b#Ik of hi? 
army on the woody heights of flu? Bisamberg, resolved to crash 
the corps of Massena, while *till isolated on the loft bank. Napo- 

* lean's overweening confidence had in fact at length brought 
< him into a situation full of danger, w here he was liable to attack 
from superior numbers in an open plain, with a great river in 
his rear ; and the Austrians descended to the lmttqpto the fu)i 
♦anticipation of a victory which would deliver their country, and 
its enpth o capital, from the *bated presence of the stranger. The 
French bridge joined the bunk halfway between the villages of 
Aspern and Essling, which lay a mile apart, covering either 
dank of the position held by Mussina and Bess lores'; and JSTapo- 
h on, who perceived the magnitude of the peril, made every 
exertion to got over the remainder of the army. But the bridges 
had been so injured by the rise of the stream, and the constant 
inarch of troops, so as to bo almost irnpas bio ; and #0,000 
Austrian*;, including 14,000 magnificent cavalry, with guns, 
were already hastening {Jufte attack. 

514. The Imperialists aqfe, need in five massy columns preceded 
by clouds of horse ; and the village uf A spurn, which wa& attacked 
by Hiller and HoherizolJero, became the theatre of a mnrddrmis 
conflict} which continued with equal obstinacy on both sides for 
sevSalJgurs. All the military skill and invincible tenacity of 
M'assen#were displayed in tbo defence’; every house, every gar- 
den, was contested ; but the numbers and determination of the 
Austrians -at last prevailed, and the village was carried amidst 
deafening shouts of victory. In the centre, meanwhile, a tre- 
mendous charge of cuirassiers against tiny Austrian artillery, 
which was tearing to pieces the French line, was baffled by the 
firm squares of the Hungarian infantry, and the routed cavalry 
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withdrew with the loss of half their mimbqp* A general charge 
was now ordered by* the Archduke, and nearly succeeded in 
breaking the French centre : but nil the efforts of Rosenberg 
failed to dislodge Lannes from Essling, which remained in the 
hands of the French at nightfall. 

515. The peril of the French was now most imminent; 
during th#tfiglit bo many troops were got urn, that in the morn- 
ing, whert tho battle was renewed, Napoleon had 70,000 nu n in 
line. With the first dawn Essling was again assaulted, and at 
last taken by Rosenberg ; but Aspern, on the other hand, wa» 
recaptured by St Cyr, till Napoleon, further reinforced by part 
of DavouaM|| corps, ordered a grand attack in the centre. Th* 
shock, lednjy the fiery valour of Lannes, was for the moment 
irresistible, and a Inigo gap appeared in the hostile line; but the 
Archduke, feeling that the decisive moment had arrived, threw 
himself in person among the wavering troops, and led them 
bnth against the enemy, TL#* usom* under the Prince of Reus% 
supported by Lichtenstein's numerous dragoons, arrested the 
progress of haumv column, which was finally driven back 
with heavy loss ; and Hohen/ollern, at this instant perceiv- 
ing an opening in the French line, dashed through with the 
Hungarian grenadier's, and maintained the vantage-ground ho 
had thus won. The bridges were at the same time broken 
by fire-ships and heavy vessels sent -down the stream ; and the 
French ammunition, after two days' incessant firing, was nearly 
exhausted. 

510*. In this terrible moment Napoleon’s courage did not for- 
sake him. Calm and collected, he gave general orders tofiftl back 
to Lobau, while the Austrians poured a terrific fire on t^feptiring 
columns, massed together at the entrance of the bridgipfed the 
Archduke in person led the reserve of Hungarian grenadiers to 
a final charge. In resisting this attack, Lannes was mortally 
wounded by a cannon-shot, which carried off both his legs ; but 
his last effort of heroism had saved the French army, which 
effected its retreat into the island of Lobau, having lost ha killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, not less than 05,000 men. The Austrian 
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loss, as admitted with German honesty in the official account, 
exceeded 20,000. 

517. Such was the glorious battle of Aspern, the first in which 
Napoleon had ever been defeated. In the midst of the public 
calamity he shed tears beside the death~l>od of Lannes, his early 
companion in arms ; but despair pervaded the whole host, the 
situation of which appeared almost hopeless. Cooped up as 
they wore in an island, without ammunition, and exposed to 
the attack pf a victorious enemy, victory appeared hopeless, and 
retreat impossible ; and in the council of war the marshals 
unanimously and strongly recommended a withdrawal to the 
light bank. Hut Napoleon, who clearly perceived that this step 
would bo equivalent to an admission of defeat, absolutely nega- 
tived the proposition; and measures were instantly taken for 
re-establishing the bridges, and restoring the communication 
with the right bank and the remainder of the army. 

VII. War in the Ttjiol , Xorthcrn Germany , and Poland. 

518. The country of the Tyrol, the scone of the immortal 
struggle which we arc now about to commemorate, consists of the 
mountains stretching eastward from the Swiss Alps, tnid separat- 
ing the plains of Bavaria from those of Italy. Though less lofty 
tha& fhe Helvetian peaks, those of the Tyrol are still more rugged ; 
whilii the narrow valleys round their bases are of matchless 
beauty, and the climate and products, to the south of the great 

- central chain of the Brenner, partake of a more genial character 
than to the north of that range. The country, wholly w ithout 
level plains, is intersected only by a few long and spacious 

: v?aieys, of which the most considerable are those of the Inn, 
the Eisach, the Adige, and the Pustorthal. The first of 'these 
extends from the borders of Switzerland to those of Bavaria; the 
second from Brixen to Bolsano, where it joins that of the Adige 
-—which, descending from the frigid Alps of Glams, widen# into 
the Fasseyrthal, tire original seat of the Counts of Tyrol, and 
more famous in modem times as the birthplace of llofer : the 



*. d. 180& ^HABITANTS. * 327 

upper parts of the valleys of the Brave, the Salza, and the Brenta, 
are also within the boundary of the Tyrol.’ 

519. Though inhabiting the same mountain range, and undor 
the same climate" as the Swiss, the Tyrolese national character 
differs wholly from that of their neighbours. Though not yielding 
to the descendants of Tell in their ardent love of freedom, they 
have always been distinguished for their ardent and enthusiastic 
loyalty towards the house of Austria, to which they have been 
subject since 1363 ; and they have never expelled their ancient 
seigneurs, w'hose immense ruinous castles, perched on crags and 
lofty heights above every valley, form one of the most striking 
characteristics of the country. The romantic legends connected 
with them, and firmly credited by the superstition of the people, 
throw an air of Gothic interest over tbese relics <>f feudalism, — 
superstitions, too, of a gentler and more holy kind have arisen 
from the devout feelings of the people, whose uniform piety is a 
remarkable feature in their character. Nor has their religion 
been corrupted by any of those errors which have elsewhere 
dimmed the light of the Catholic church : absolution for money 
is almost unknown, and the control of the parish priests over 
their flocks is exercised with strict and unblemished conscien- 
tiousness. Though subjects of a despotic monarchy, they have 
from the earliest times possessed all the practical busings of 
freedom, including a representative government and the right of 
self-taxation ; arid the peasants in the German Tyrol are almost 
fill owners of the land they cultivate — a circumstance which has 
further contributed to nourish the martial and independent spirit 
they have always displayed. The frequent practice of the chase, 
and of firing at targets, has given them an extraordinary pro- 
ficiency as, marksmen — and to this is chiefly attributable thmf, 
long and successful resistance, with little aid from Austria, gainst 
the united force of France and Bavaria. 

520. To such a people, and so warmly attached to their ancient 
princes, their forcible transference to the rule of Bavaria was 
immeasurably odious. Though all their privileges had been 
solemnly guaranteed to them by the treaty of Fresburg, this 
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compact was soon violated in every point Their constitution 
was overthrown ; their monasteries suppressed, and the church 
plate sold: new and oppressive taxes were arbitrarily imposed; 
and the introduction of the conscription irritated the people 
almost to madness. These feelings were well known to the 
Austrian government, and they kept up a constant correspon- 
dence with the malcontent leaders, in which the Archduke John, 
who had formerly passed much time in the Tyrol, was a prin- 
cipal agent But the lenders of the peasantry, when they at last 
rose in arms, were taken from their own body; and the mo&t 
noted among these, besides the immortal Hofer, were Speck - 
baeher, Haspingor, and Tenner, rb»fcr himself was born in 1767, 
and exercised m 'he Passe} rt ha! the heioditary profession of an 
innkeeper. If is means of improvement, from his intercourse 
with travellers, and his frequent visits to Italy, had been supe- 
rior to those of most persons in his rank ; and his personal 
acquaintance with the Archduke John, formed daring that 
prince’s scientific rambles, gave him consideration in the eyes of 
his countrymen. His character was truly Gorman, both in Lis 
merits and defects; his honesty, piety, and patriotism weio 
unbounded; and though sometimes slow and vacillating, he 
possessed (as was shown when he wasimeshd with snprenr 
power in the autumn of 1809) a just discrimination, hardly to 
be expected! from his limited opportunities. Convivial some- 
times even to intemperance, he was often carousing when the 
troops were in action ; but his euergv in action, and iiis undoubted 
rineerity of patriotism, always preserved to him the attachment 
of his followers. . * 

o2 1 . The other chiefs were persons of less note, gpechbaehcr, a 
^substantial yeoman in tbe Innthal, had in bis youth as a hunter 
acquired a knowledge of the country, and a degree of personal 
daring, which made him superior to Hofer in the actual conduct 
of partisan warfare, though far his inferior in general powers of 
mind, lfaspinger (often called liothlwrd or Bed Beard) was a 
Capuchin friar, who l<d his men into action in his monastic 
dress, wielding as his only weapon a huge wooden crucifix ; and 
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the efficiency of Teimer, though a man of superior talents, both 
in war and negotiation, was impaired by his not possessing the 
confidence of the peasants in the same dogmas his colleagues. 
Such were the leaders of the peasants, when, on the night of 
the 8th April, the long-expected and agreed-on signal was given 
fey throwing sawdust into the inn, which floated down the 
stream, and was instantly understood. The people rose as one 
man, amid the tears and blessings of their families and the 
clergy *, every glen sent forth it* baud of intrepid riflemen, till 
the accumulated torrent, gaining strength at every step, pressed 
down the great valleys against the enemy ; and Ohasteilar, on 
entering the country with ten thousand regulars, (April 0,) 
found every part of it already in insurrection, 

622. The Bavarian commander Wrnlc lost no time in attempt- 
ing to suppress the revolt, but his troops were everywhere over- 
borne In the entliusiastic^alour of the insurgents : two divisions 
were forced to lay down their arms : and on 11th April, Inn- 
spruck, the capital of the province, was stormed by 20,000 pea- 
sants from the Innthal, who put to the sword great part of the 
garrison. The French division of Bisson, 3000 strong, was com- 
pelled to surrender on the Xflth ; the strong post of Hall, in the 
Lower Innthal, was surprised by Spechbacher ; and in a week 
from the outbreak, the whole province, except the fortress of 
K uflstein, was cleared of the enemy. The French, discouraged fey 
their reverses, evacuated Trent and Eoveredo ; the flame spread 
thro&gjjjhe Itaiiai^Fyrol, even into the kingdom of Italy ; while 
ktimted by these disaster, fulminated a decree of out- 
lawry and the Baron Hormayer, (a Tyrolese 

noble allbA on fifcuS%|^riotic side,) both *.»£ whom he ordered, if 
taken, to bo tried aiidslhk by a military commission as brigands. 

6-3. Chastellar, metm while, after endeavouring to give some 
degree of organisation to themount:wneers f liad commenced opera- 
tions on the Italian frontier; but ho was soon recalled to the 
north of the Brenner to repel Lefebvro — who, after the defeat of 
llillor at Landshu^ had routed Jellachich (April 29) near Safes- 
burg, and forced the deflies between lteichcnhall and Worglou 
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Ascension-day, (May 11,) wjtien most of the Tyrolese were at 
church or keeping holiday. A Bavarian corps, under Deroy, at 
the same time entered the eountry by Kufstein ; and Chastellar 
^btermined to combat Lefebvre before this n m enemy came up. 
But in twp desperate conflicts, at Feuersinger and Worgl, ho was 
overpowered by superior numbers ; and on the 19th, Lefebvre 
entered Innspruck without further opposition. 

524. Affairs now seemed desperate, as another corps of 15,000 
ngen, detached from Eugene’s Italian army, was advancing up 
tie valley of the Adige ; but the cruelty of the Bavarians kept 
alive the spirit of resistance, and Hofer, who was at first over- 
whe!rij|j^with grief, once more summoned the Tyrolese to the 
general rendezvous at Mount Ysel. A proclamation^ (issued May 
23, the day after the victory of Aspern,) in which the Emperor 
Francis engaged “ never to lay down his arms tfll the Tyrol was 
reunited to Austria,” raised their spirits to the highest degree ; 
and (May 29) a battle was fought near Innspruck, in which 
WfiOO undisciplined peasants, aided by 900 Austrian infantry, 
with 70 horse and 5 guns, utterly discomfited 8000 regular troops, 
with 800 horse and 25 pieces of artillery. The Bavarians lost 
4000 men ; and Deroy, having concluded a suspension of arms, 
commenced his retreat the same evening, leaving the whole 
country in possession of the victors. The bands from the Tyrol 
and Vorarlberg now spread terror through all the adjacent parts 
of Germany and Italy; Constance fell into their hands; no 
less than 17,000 of the Austrian prisoners taken at Eclnnuhl, <fce., 
were released in the course of these incursions* The flajne of 
insurrection spread from the Black Forest -to Lombardy, and 
from Salzburg to the Grisons ; and, "besides tho brave but 
undisciplined peasants, not less than 20,000 foot and 800 horse, 
regularly organised and equipped, were under arms to repel tho 
hated tyranny of the French. 

525. During this heroic contest, a general revolt against the 
French had nearly taken place in Saxony and Westphalia* wboro 
the enormous burdens imposed on the people, and tho insolence of 
the French troops, had kindled a deadly spirit of hostility against 
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the oppressors. Everywhere the Tqgeadbund were m activity ; 
and the advance of the Austrians towards Franconia and Saxony, 
at the beginning of the war, blew up the flame. The two firsts 
attempts at insurrection, headed respectively by Katt, a Prussian 
officer, (April 3,) and Dornberg, a Westphalian colonel, 

S3,) proved abortive ; but the enterprise of the celebrated Schiil 
was of a more formidable character. This enthusiastic patriot, 
then a colonel in the Prussian army, had been compromised in 
the revolt of Dornberg ; and finding himself discovered, he boldly 
raised the standard (April 29) at the head of 600 soldiers. Hr! 
force speedily received accessions ; but failing in his atte mp ts on 
Wittenberg and Magdeburg, ho moved towards the TffWp in 
hope of succour from the British cruisers, and at last threw 
himself into Stralsund. Here he was speedily invested ; the 
place was stormed, (May 31,) and the gallant Schiil slain in the 
assault, a few hours only before the appearance of the British 
vessels — the timely arrival of which might have secured the 
place, and spread the rising over all Northern Germany* A - 

526. The Dube of Brunswick- Gels, with his h!a<i: band of 
volunteer'!, had at the same time invaded Saxony from Bohemia ; 
and though then obliged to retreat, he made a second incursion 
in June, occupied Dresden and Leipsic, and drove the King of 
Westphalia into France. After the battle of Wagram he made 
his way across ail Northern Germany, and was eventually con- 
veyed, with his gallant followers, still 2000 strong, to England. 

62t\ It has been already mentioned that, at the beginning of 
the war, an army of 36 ? 000 men under the Archduke Ferdinand, 
with uinety-sixguns, had been directed against the grand-duchy 
of Warsaw, the Polish forces were serving 

Napoleon either m ifctt Or ou the Danube, Poniatowski had 
not more than 12, disposable troops : lie, however, gallantly 
confronted the invaders at tbis/yn, (April ID ;) but the contest 
was too unequal, and lie was forced to retreat, abandoning 
Warsaw to the enemy. The Austrians, now descending the 
left bank of the Vistula, menaced Thorn and Dantzic ; while the 
Polish general, ascending the right bank, threatened the Austro* 
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jprovinc# of Gallieia, and expected the aid of 'k'Jfbssian 
Wbeiy under Gallit/in. But those succours were slow and ineffec- 
tual ; and a do, "patch was even captured by the Poles from the 
Russiafci general GortchakotF to the Archduke, congratulating 
jhim on iy^ iicceas, and expressing a wish that the Russian and 
Austrian anus might soon be again united ! The letter was sent 
by Poniatowski to tho French Emperor ; and though it was 
disavowed at St Petersburg, and Udrtchakoff disgraced, the 
impression remained on the mind of Napoleon, who frequently 
observed to those in his confidence, * I see, after all, i shall have 
to make war on Alexander/’ * 

r>ii8. Another important political ofifoet of Aspmj was a secret 
negotiation lor nn alliance between Austria ami Prussia; but 
the exorbitant demands of Prussia caused if to fail in tin? firs! 
instance ; and before it could bo renewed, the battle of Wagrain 
had been fought, and the opportunity had passed away. The 
most energetic appeals, meanwhile, were everywhere made by 
the Austrians to the German people at large to liso in arms; 
while Napoleon, weakened by defeat, could only maintain him- 
self bv concentrating all his forces under tho walls of Vienna. 


Vflf. Battle of Wag ram — Armistice of Znaym. 

Mb Both thd military and political position of Napoleon were 
now full of peril , but it v as precisely in such circumstances that 
his genin& stone forth with most lustre. lie at once saw that a 
victory before Vienna' would enable him to disregard tho Tyro- 
lese? 4b o revolts in Northern Germany, «ud the threatened land- 
ing of the British in the Scheldt ; and hi$ attention was directed 
sobd y to tfekeeping °I ,C,J the compnmications of the Grand 
wgphe Rlihie. ' l '" ** ' 

pfc^teg the month of June, however, no encounter took 
pkcoVfwt-cntl,om;tiu armies before Vienna ; the French being 
Jfltitoedrki covering the Isle of Lobau with field-works of the 
' gifintiemagAi tude and strength, and oonnoetjmg it by three 
With the southern bank~while%a^^tiaiense bridge 



ran^caross all the islands from shore to sho^ v jpd''tlilbo ofchd* 
movable bridges were concealed, ready for veto, in one m’M$ 
narrow channels. The Austrians had also erected formidable 
intrenchinents, running from A&pern acres® jjjto lA field of 
battle to the bank of the river at EnaersdorLi and v ^rfeare the end 
of June, the main fortes of Austria ware collected in these lines 
—all filled, by their late victory, with unwonted ardour md 
confidence- The Archduke, during the interval, had directed 
his efforts to regain his communication with the Archduke John 
and the Hungarian insurrection ; and a conflict ensued at the 
bridge of JPresburg, (Jun#3,) between Bianchi and the corps of 
Davoust. But the Viceroy, Eugene, with the troops under his 
command, w as now detached in this direction by JNiapokon ; 
and the Archduke John, in spite of the express injunctions of 
Lis brother the. generalissimo, determined to give Mm battle in 
a strong position near Raab, where he had 22/KX) regulars and 
18,000 of the new levies. The action took place on 14th June, 
(the anniversary of Marengo.) The Italian regiments gave way 
before the fiery valour of the Hungarians, but the advance of the 
French reserves restored the battle ; and the Imperialists were 
finally defeated wi tk the loss of 6000 men. The fortress of Raab, 


with its intrenched camp? fell into the hands of the victors j 
while the Hungarian levies, broken and disheartened, retired 
under the cannoiyof Komorn. . *' '* M 


531. While these successes secured the French right, Marino 


and Mj^sdonald wd^ rapidly approaching from Dalmatia and 
Sty ria; severe though partial actions with Giulay, 

and arrived in the isle of Lob aw, (JulyJJ 

Eugenc^v&h; had also been summoned to fain 

the B^eror k concealed his departure from 'the 
Arckdukl# Jfch% ij? p*mmg forward large massed caw^|p, 
reached the camp, (July 4,) with his artillery and 
Carniola and Croatia, evacuated by tins concen tra tioif^' the 
French troops, ware re-occupied by the Austrians 
subsidy of ^3$%QQp was landed in Dalmatia, Ifnds^dy tfar^rl»| 


across the jpmuuWfts into Hungary. 





3 U SECOND PASSAGE OF THE DANUBE. a. 

$32. The successes of the Austrian arms in Poland, meanwhile, 
had come to an end. Th$ A^chdukeFerdinand was recalled towards 
Austrian Poland by the bold stroke of Poniatowski against that 
province, where he had occupied Lemberg, andsgf ^ hi# light 
troops even Lgyond the Carpathians to the Hungary 

— powerfully exciting the enthusiasm of the Gks^llcians l>Jr the 
sight of the national uniforms. Repulsed in an attack on Thom, 
the ’Archduke commenced his retreat, (May 30,) severely har- 
assed by Pombrowski. 'Warsaw was abandoned to the Poles ; 
and (hough Gallitzin, with the Russian auxiliaries, refused to 
eroj# the Vistula, his presence on the right bank secured the 
op&tions of the Pc$es on the other aide of the* stream. An 
atteu|pt of thg Russians, however, to occupy Cracow, (July 0,) 
had nearly kindled into a flame the ill-suppressed animosity of 
*ho two nations, and Gallitzin yielded the point. Hostilities 
'vf're soon afterwards suspended by the armistice of Znaym ; 
but the military ardour of the Poles was so strongly excited by 
their successes, that, before the peace of Vienna, Poniatowski 
had 48,000 men under arms, in addition to those already raised 
for the service of Napoleon. 

533. Tt was from Lobau, however, that the decisive blow was 
to bo dealt ; and thither, ou the 3d and 4th of Juh, the different 
reinforcements converged from all points with a precision never 
yet known in military history, till 150,000 foot, 30,000 hors<\ 
and 750 pieces of artillery, were collected in a space two miles 
and a half long, by one and three-quarters wide. The Archduke’s 
army was far from being equally concentrated, Lrom the necessity 
of watching for a long space tho bajnktfof the river j and the 
Archduke John was still at Presburgp By a skilful feint, on the 
evening of the 3d, Napoleon suceeededin impressing the Austrians 
with the belief that the passage would be attempted at the same 
point as on the former occasion ; but his real design was far 
different. While a tremendous fire was poured from all the 
Austrian batteries on the bridge of Asperu, the three mojable 
fridges,* already mentioned, were silently transported to a point 
opposite S^ersdorf, low^r tho stream ; the passage 



a. o. 1 BOS. ' BATTUS OF WAGEAM. ' ft ' 335 

instantly commenced *, ami such vH^he unprecedented activity 
exerted that, hy fl am, on, the 5th, the whole French army, with 
its grouped in dense array on the northern shore, 

in t^ook the Austrian lines in reverse, and cut 

off ihei^ with Hungary. The Imperial generals, 
itftxck vn^; % 0^miTximt at this manoeuvre, abandoned their 
now useless iritrenchmeuts, and foil back to a Gold previously 
chosen, on the vast elevated plateau aOVagram, four miles from., 
the Danube, at the northern extromlSPSif th«|Jjff*rchfic‘Jd. Here, 
in a position presenting a concave front to the. French advance, 
strengthe?ied by the villages of TTagram apd Keusiedel at ^ach 
angle, and covered in front by the stream of the llussbach , 
awaited the assault of Napoleon and his legions. * j 

534. ' The French army, which had at first been drawn up in au^ 
immense close column perpendicular to the Danube, spread out 
its corps like the folds of a fan during its advance across the plain, 
to which the Archduke, w ho had at the moment only 00,000 
men act iu\IIy in position, offered no serious resistance. Napoleon, 
perceiving this, directed an instant attach by his own centre, 

1 (.'0,000 strong ; and at 6 P.M, the action was commenced by the 
corps of Oudiuot ; while .Eugene, fording the Russbach, gallantly 
ascended the heights of Wagram in the face of a murderous dis- 
charge of grape, which the Austrian artillery poured from their 
vantage-ground. The first hue gave way before the shock ; but 
the Archduke hastened in person to the spot, with the veteran 
regiments of Zach, Vogelsang, and D’Erlach ; w hile the attacking 
column, enveloped and assailed mi the right dank by Hehen- 
zollorn, and on the left by Bel legarde, at hist gave way. and was 
driven in confusion headlong down the steep. The Baxons, who 
were advancing under Bermdotte, were overwhelmed by the 
flying battalions ; two eagles were taken ; and had the Imperial- 
ists been aware of the panic and disorder of the French line, the 
consequences might have been decisive. At eleven o'clock afc., 
night, however, a retreat was sounded ; and the two armies 
rested during the flight off their former positions.' ^ 

535. Encouraged fey this success, the Archdu|etusolfedio assume 
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Orders were despatched to the Archduke John to 
hasten his march ; and at daybreak on the 6th, Rosenberg moved 
against the French right, in order to 0 q|fiank it, and thus co- 
operate with the expected succours. As Prince John, however, 
had not come up, the attack on this point was suspended ; but 
the village of Aderklaa, in the centre of the held, (whence 
Bellegarde had driven the Saxons,) became the scone of a desperate 
struggle. St Cyr, with the leading division of Masscna’s corps, 
had at one time retaken it ; but while disordered by success, his 
troops, taken in fltok by the cavalry, and charged in front by 
the grenadiers, led by tile Archduke in person, were driven 
back at the* point of the bayonet ; the panic spread to the 
Saxons, Darned a dters, <fce., and the progress of the victors was 
with difficulty arrested by the Guard and the cuirassiers, whom 
Napoleon himself led to the spot On the French left, the 
advantage gained by the Austrians was still more unequivocal. 
Rollowrath and Klenuu had sw*pt the field with overwhelming 
numbers, taken 4000 prisoners and many guns, and driven the 
French to the edge of the Danube : already the cry was heard — 
"Ail is lost ; the bridges are taken !” and a general consternation 
began to pervade the ranks. But at this critical moment the 
formidable corps of Davoust, which had made a long circuit out 
of the range of artillery, commenced its attack on the Austrian 
left, which was at last fenced back, and driven from Neusiedel 
and from the angle of the plalrift*; and Napoleon, who,* still 
remain* d in tho centre, gave order! for a general charge. The 
triumphant right wing of the Austrian was hold in check by 
ten regiments of cavalry under Bessi&ros ; Eugene, Marmont, and 
Bernadette were directed against Wagrain ; t and a formidable 
column of all arms was arrayed by the Emperor himselfj for the 
decisive effort in the centre. ' 

536. The onset wa'i led by Macdonald with eight strong bat- 
talions ; hut tho storm of fire by which they were assailed oneithcr 
flank was so tremendous, that this band ofheroes, reduced to 1500 
men, was at length compelled to halt ; but tho Emperor himself 
was at hand, and all the disposable fgoops were pushed forward 
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to pmoot the halt Ihpm becoi&ing a retreat Th© -^i^©v€sr^'-'' 
where recoiled Wore the tempest of eanno»4«$% hhf^he tdr 
vane© of the infantry was resumed with more f suceea« ; and the 
Archduke, despairing of maintaining his position, ordered <* 
general retreat This movement, covered by Kollowr%% was® 
eonduefcod with consummate skill, and hardly any loss : the 
exhausted Fn nch were in capable of vigorous pursuit and itt 
spite ©f tin chagrin of Napoleon, *wMho repeatedly exclaimed, 

“ No results! neither prisoners nor gmib f’ the Austrians took 
up their position at night on the great road to Brunn, while the 
French bivouacked on the field of battle, Twenty-five thousand 
on each »ide were killed or wounded : 5000 prisoners were taken 
by the Aimrinns, rani 20o0 by the French ; but at no single 
point wore the Austrians defeated, and it was at the command 
of their chief alone that they rofm d. unbroken, from the wdb* 
fought field of battle. . 

' 537. At the close of this mighty conflict, the columns of the 
Archduke John at length approached the ikv L ad vaiicim|%tw'oon 
three and four o’clock up to N'cusiodch tini% ) 0f0w Wagram, 
through which the French hud recently passed m pursuit 1 
Finding, however, that the Aus-riam* d refrtuted, ho instantly 
eoen term arched Ins army, and before -mid night regained Mar- 
check, 13 miles distant. Some of hk advanced patrols of cavalry 
caused a panic in the French rear, which showed what might 
have been the results of hi« a$|Wame at an earlier hour, wW»v 
•the fate of Europe hung in suspense m the sneoess of Macdonald's 
column, Bm the opportunity was gone ; amt tbo tardixi* ^ of 
this prince^ whether arising from iocapacitj or from jealoi;** of 
his brother, again proved fatal to his country, as it had lw*fore 
done when he was ordered to com bine with Kollo wrath at the 
bridge of Linir* « 

536. Napoleon, according to his custom, rod.? the m-vf day o**er 
the field, and personally inspected the re)i< f of the wounded, 
whose multitude exceeded ail the efiorts of the surgeons. The 
inestimable sorvice^hf Iflfesdotaid. between whom at id the Em- 
peror a coldness h&cfc hi thert^ subsisted, were repaid hj a mar- 



:3jfr^' / ARMISTlQjS 1809. 

Seal’s baton, and the same distinction was conferred m Oudinot 
andlMarmpnt J|ernadotte, on the. contrary, wa$ jm&tely repri- 
manded Jor thfe misconduct of the Saxons under his command, 
' jfi-welt'as for a gasconading proclamation which he had |$- 
dresae*! to them. He retired in disgrace to Paris ; and his ancient 
|^lou«f of the, First Consul, thus revived, probably contributed 
In no «nali degree, wbtoA% became a sovereign, to his appear- 
ance in tons against his old master* < 

539* .Two lines of retreat lay open to the Archduke— -one to 
Olmutfc tod Moravia, the other to Bohemia j and the strength of 
the celmtry about Prague, as well as the important arsenals in 
that city, determined him on the latter. The Grand Array ac- 
cordingly took the high road to Zuay m, (July 7,) followed by 
the corps ol Davoust. Massena, and Marmont ; whOe the Viceroy, 
with 50,000 men, observed the Archduke John on the side of 
Pres burg; and Macdonald remained to take charge of Vienna, 
and repel, if needful, the advance of Giulay from Croatia. The 
Austrian main army was unmarked by any con- 
siderable lteto*.till its arrival at Zoaym ; but the- Archduke 
halted on the strong poai%n afforded hy .that town, and re- 
pelled witj£ great slaughter (July If) all the effort of Marmont 
and Masseita to dislodge him. But in the midst of the action it 
was announced that an armistice, proposed by the Archduke 
the night before, had been accepted by Napoleon. Hostilities 
were immediately suspended, and two armies remained 
stationary on the positions they then held ; while Napoleon lost 
no timo in imposing, on the provinces thus occupied, a war con- 
tribution of 237,000,000 francs, (*£4,500,000,) a burden at least 
equal to what £50,000,<$50 would be on Great Britain t The 
Imperial cabinet, then at Komorn at Hungajpfpat first hesitated 
to ratify the armistice, widely appeared to them unnecessary ; 
but it was at last signed (July 18) by the Emp&ror ; and the 
flames of war wore quenched in Germany till they broke Out 
with awful violence* three years later, omthe JNiemon, 




